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P      R      E      F      A      C      £• 

At  a  period  when  the  eloquence  of  tfi« 
pulpit  feems  particularly  to  be  ftudied,  it 
way  be  regarded  as  prefumption  m  the 
Author  to  fwell  that  copious  ftream  of 
Divinity  with  which  the  prefs  overflows ; 
e/pecially  as,  with  unaffefted  diffidence, 
he  declares  his  confcioufnefs  of  infuffici* 
ency  to  meet  the  notice  which  he  folicits ; 
and  his  fenfe  of  the  uncommon  and  fiipe* 
rior  merit  of  fome  modem  publications  of 
a  defcription  fimilar  to  his  own.— To  the 
charge  oi  prefumption  he.wiflies  that  he 
could  give  a  full  and  fatisfaftory  anfvirer. 
But  from  the  plain  matter  of  faft,  he  hopes 
for  the  extenuation  of  his  errors  as  a  vyrV" 
ter,  if  not  for  the  exculpation  of  his  rcLfli^ 
nefs  as  dipublijher. 

The  Sermons  now  offered  to  the  Publift 
were  preached  principally  in  the  year 
1785 — fome  at  Cambridge — but  the  great- 
er number  at  Titchfield-chapel,  in  the 

a  pariffi 
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11  PREFACE. 

;  ^ 
parifli  of  Marybone.  —  From  the  pulpk 

they  were  received  wiih  favour; — and 
feme  friends  of  the  Author,  on  whofe 
judgment,  when  uninfluenced  by  partia- 
lity, he  could  with  confidence  rely,  fug- 
gefting,  that  from  the  novelty  of  their 
ftrufture  they  might  be  acceptable  to 
fome;  and,  from  their  enforcement  of  re- 
ligious truth,  beneficial  to  others,  folici- 
ted  for  their  publication.  The  Author, 
at  that  time  in  a  fituation  favourable  to 
literary  purfuits,  acceded,  poffibly  with 
too  much  facility,  to  the  meafure:  and 
revifing  ^fexo  of  the  difcourfes,  fentthem 
to  the  printer,  fo  early  as  the  lafl:  Spring. 
But,  called  by  unexpe6ted  occurrences, 
from  the  leifure  and  convenience  of  an 
academical  life,  to  a  remote  part  of  the 
ifland,  at  a  difiance  from  books,  andfrom> 
friends  with  ftudies  and  purfuits  like  his 
own,  he  found  the  profecution  qf  a  tafk. 
Into  which  he  had  ftepped,  too  far  to  re- 
treat— attended  with  unforefeen  and  con- 
fiderable  difficulties.  The  reader  need 
not  be  informed,  that  Sermons  prepared 

in 
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in  a  hurry,  and  on  the  emergency  of  od* 
cafion  for  the  pulpit,  muft  neceflarily,  to 
be  fit  for  the  pubHc  eye,  ftand  in  need  of 
careful  and  thorough  correftion.     This 
correftion,  the  Author  now  found  him-* 
felf  not  well  quahfied  to  give ; — for,  in 
addition  to  the  inconveniencies  of  his  re- 
mote refidence,  fome  afBiftions,  of  a  fa* 
mily  nature,  incapacitating  his  mind  for 
any  uniform  and  efficient  exertion,  made 
even  its  occafonal  efforts  feeble  and  flow* 
The  Author  is  too  well  acquainted  with 
lifcy  and  its  de/lination,  to  complain  of 
thofe   evils   which  the  experienced  marh 
Jinows  to  be  inevitable,  and  the  Chrijiiarh- 
feels   to  be  advantageous.    But,   in  the 
hil^ory  of  the  prefent  publication,   it  is 
neceffary  to  fugged  the  caufes  of  that  in* 
accuracy,  with  which  the  Author  is  ap- 
prehenfive  that  his  volume  may  be  ble- 
raifhed.    Refpe6ling,  as  he  does,  the  com- 
petency of  that  tribunal  before  which  he 
Hands ;  and  dillruftful,  as  he  juftly  is,  of 
his  own  judgment  and  powers,  he  13  par- 
ticularly folicitous  to  avoid  the  imputa- 
tion of  indolent  or  contemptuous  negligence^ 
a  2  Faulty, 
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IV  PREFACE. 

Faulty,  therefore,  as  his  work  may  ap- 
pear to  the  inveftigation  of  criticifra,  and 
greatly  inadequate,  as  it  certainly  is,  to  his 
own  ideas  of  perfeftion,  he  declares^  that 
it  is  the  bejt  which,  in  his  pecuHar  circum- 
ftances,  he  was  able  to  produce — that  no 
.  labour  \izs^  prefumptuoujly  been  with-held 
-•-that  no  imperfeftions  have  wilfully  been 
overlooked,  on  the  imaginary  y^&^rc^g"^- 
tion  of  neighbouring  excellencies.  If  the 
Author,  therefore,  (hould  be  determined 
to  be  an  indifferent  writer^  it  muft  be  at- 
tributed to  the  defeft  of  his  abilities ; — 
but,  if  an  incorreSl  one,  he  hopes  that  it 
wi|l  be  confidered  as  an  accident  of  his 
fituation. 

After  this  general  apology  for  incor- 
reftnefs,  it  may  probably  be  fuperfluous 
to  mention,  that,  of  the  following  col- 
leftion,  the  eighth,  ninth,  eleventh  and 
twelfth  Difcourfes,  were  demanded  by 
the  prefs  before  the  Author  could  over- 
look them ;  and  that,  accordingly,  they 
venture  into  public  as  they  were  firft  writ- 
ten, in  their  ftate  of  unrevire<i  imperfec- 
tion.   But,  originally  compofed  with  more 

care 
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PREFACE.  V 

tare  than  the  reft,  it  is  hoped  that  they 
will  not  be  difcovered  to  be  particularly 
defeftive.  Of  thofe  Sermons  which  have 
undergone  any  revifioh,  the  fourth^  and 
^th  feem  to  the  Author  to  be  the  moft 
accountable  for  inaccuracy.  He  thinks, 
however,  that  the  reader  will  not,  upon 
the  uchole,  judge  them  to  be  the  worft  in 
the  volume. 

Of  the  typographical  errors,  which  are 
neither  few  nor  inconfiderable,  the  diftant 
refidence  of  the  Author  from  the  metro- 
polis will  give  the  adequate  caufe.  Thefe 
errors  are  foretimes  of  a  provoking  kind, 
and  not  unfrequently  vitiate  the  propriety 
of  the  language,  as  wpll  as  interrupt  the 
modulation  of  the  period.  Where  the 
reader  fufpeds  any  error  of  this  fpccies, 
he  is  requefted  to  confult  the  table  of  er^ 
rata,  in  which  he  will  probably  find  the 
blunder  acknowledged  and  reftified. — ^Of 
incorreftnefs  in  the  pointing,  it  may  be 
proper  to  remark,  that,  in  confequence 
of  the  liberty  in  which  the  printer  has  in- 
dulged,  of  fubftituting  his  own  punflua- 
tion  for  the  Authors,  it  is  generally  and 
a  3  remark- 
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VI  PREFACE^     ' 

remarkably  prevalent  through  the  volume. 
The  reader  is,  therefore,  requefted  to  for- 
give it ;  and,  if  it  Ihould  fometimes  dif- 
order  the  fenfe,  by  his  own  fagacity  to 
-correft  it. 

When  the  Author  embraced  the  refo- 
lution  of  publifhing,  it  washis  defign  to 
open  his  work  with  an  EfTay  on  the  Com^' 
pojition  of  a  Sermon;  and,-  after  examin- 
ing the. different  excellence  of  preaching, 
in  the  former  and  the  prefent  age,  in 
other  countries,  as  well  as  his  own,  to 
fubmit  to  the  public- judgment  his  opinio 
ons  on  a  ^fubjeft,  which  1ms  not,  as  he 
conceives,  yet  received  that  full  attention 
whkh  it  merits.  But,  from  the  circum- 
ftances  to  which  he  has  before  alluded,  he 
finds  himfelf  under  the  neceflTity  of  re- 
linquifhing4:his  extenfive  part  of  his  plan, 
and  of  confining  himfelf  to  a  fhort  apology 
for  the  peculiarities  in  language^  arrange^ 
menu  and  matter  of  his  own  difcourfes. 

If  the  Author's  endeavours  have  not 
been  unfuccefsful,  his  language  is  unequal, 
and  varied  with  his  fubjeft — fometimes 
plain  and  quiet— ^and  fometimes  hurried 

and 
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and  raifed  with  imagery  and  allufion.    In 
fome  difcourfes  it  is  more  popular  than  in 
others^ — ^but  it  is  pfobable  that  many  read- 
ers will  regard  it  as  too  much  Jo  in  all.  The 
cry  in  our  country  againft  an  ornamented 
ftyle  in  fermons,  has  long  and  generally 
prevailed:    and,  though  the   fuccefe  of 
fome  late  elegant  publications  may  feem 
txy  indicate  a  revolution  in  the  national 
tafte, — yet  much  of  its  feverity  will  be 
found  ftill  to  reiiisfin.     Confident  of  ihtir 
matter^  the  divines  of  the  laft  age,  with  a 
FEW   GREAT   EXCEPTIONS,  wcrc  negli- 
gent of  their  manner  :  they  feem,  indeed, 
to  be  jealous  of  embelli(hment,  as  incom- 
patible with  gofpel  firaplicity  ;  and  to  ef- 
teem  it  unworthy  of  a  difciple  of  Chriift 
to  enter  himfelf  in  the  fchool  of  TuUy  or 
Quintilian  ;  while  on  all  occafions,  they 
appear  to  recoUeft,  that  the  great  apoftles 
"  preaching  was  not  with  enticing  [a)  words  \ 
— they  forget,  that  for  its  compenfation, 
it  was  in  demonjtration  of  the  Spirit,  and 
of  Power  ;-^they  forget,  likewife,  that 

{a)  1  Cor.  ii.  ^. 

a  4  the 
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the  writings  of  the  fame  apoftle,  who  talks 
with  fo  much  humility  of  his  own  preach* 
ing,  are  diftinguiftied  by  a  bold,  fervid; 
pathetic  eloquence,  calculated  in  a  fu- 
preme  degree  to  awaken  the  attention, 
and  to  controul  the  heart. — Sanftioned, 
however,  by  fuch  illuftrious  patronage^ 
Qfi  auflere  and  frigid  caution  of  manner 
has  acquired  the  full  dominion  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  pulpit ; — and  if  the  timidity  of  preach- 
ing has  ever  •ventured  to  foften  or  to  raife 
its  tone,  the  attempt  has  ufually  been 
branded  with  the  opprobrious  epithets  of 
popular,  florid,  and  declamatory. 

Under  the  menace  of  thefe  cenfures,  the 
Author  brings  forward  the  following  dif- 
courfes — in  which  the  reader  will  fome- 
times  meet  with  bold  and  vehement  figures, 
— and  generally  with  a  warm  and  colour- 
ed ftyle. — Satisfied  of  its  effeft  from  the 
pulpit,  the  Author  hazards  this  fpecies  of 
compofition  to  the  clqfet ; — and  he  only 
begs  the  readfer  to  recolleft,  that  the  dif- 
courfe  which  he  perufes  was  addrefled  to 
a  popular  audience,  whofe  attention  wa« 
to  be  arrefted  before  their  underftandings 

could 
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could  be  informed,  or  their  hearts  be  im- 
proved : — ^but,  with  the  general  peculiarly 
ty  of  his  language,  it  is  by  no  means  the 
Author's  wilh  to  vindicate  einy Angulari- 
ties ofphrafe  of  which  he  may  be  guilty  ; 
for  thefe,  whenever  they  occur,  he  foIi-« 
cits  no  quarter. — Ncroelties  of  exprejfion 
have  never  been  off'eBed  by' him — ^and  to 
communicate  his  conceptions,  in  a  way 
the  mod  clear,  and  the  moft  forcible,  has 
been  upon  all  occafions  his  lingle  aim. — ^ 
Having  pleaded  for  his  language,  the  Au- 
thor muft  become  the  advocate  for  his 
arrangement. 

Supported  as  they  are  by  fome  refpefU 
able  examples,  even  among  the  prefent 
race  of  preachers,  the  Author  avows, 
without  fcruple,  his  difapprobation  of 
thofe  qfterifible  divifions  and  fubdivifions, 
which  formerly  were  efteemed  eflential  to 
a  fermon.  Order,  he  knows  to  be  indiP- 
penfably  requifite  for  perfpicuity — and  of 
equal  confequence  to  the  fpeaker  and  the 
hearer,  the  writer  and  the  reader ;  but  of 
this  order,  there  needs  not,  he  apprehends, 
be    an  qftentatiotis  difplay;  —  the  fence 

which 


Digitized  by  V3OOQIC 


X  PKEFACE, 

which  is  concealed  being  effeftual  for  the 
feparation  of  the  grounds,  whilft  it  nei- 
ther  breaks  by  its  interruption,  nor  of- 
fends by  its  formality.  In.  the  following 
difcourfes,  therefore,  the  reader  will  7^/- 
dom  find  the  divifions  obtruded  on  the 
fight — but  he  will,  in  general,  the  Author 
believes,  difcover  the  order  to  be  accu- 
rate and  luminous,  and  by  the  eflPeft  dif- 
tinguifhed  to  the  underftanding. — This  ar-' 
tificial  difpofitibn,  however,  is  far  from 
being  peculiar  to  the  'Author :  though  dis- 
countenanced by  fome  modern  writers  of 
eminence,  it  is  adopted  by  ethers;  and 
when  doEiors  difagree,  and  there  are — . 
pUa  minantia  pilis,  a  plebeian  may  em- 
brace either  party  with  an  equal  profpe6l 
of  fafety. 

But  in  another  refpeft,  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  Author  (as  far  at  leaft  as  he 
knows)  is  entirely  his  own ;  aod,  he  hope*, 
that  its  novelty  alone  will  not  expofe  it 
to  condemnation.  —  While  the  farmer 
part  of  the  difcourfc  is  appropriated  to 
the  difplay  and  proof  of  its  fubjeft,  the 
bufinefs  ot  the  Litter  is  to  concentrate,  to 

enforce 
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enforce,  and  to  prefs  upon  the  excited  at- 
tention, the  confequences  of  the  precede- 
ing  argument.  Thus  each  fermon,  befides 
the  divifions  difiated  by  the  matter,  con- 
lifts  of  two  neceffary  parts ; — one  offered 
more  immediately  to  the  under/landings 
the  other  more  immediately  to  the  imagu 
nation,  and  the  paffion^ ;  and  on  this  laft 
-  part,  the  Author  has  commonly  rifqued 
his  ftrongeft  figures,  and  lavifhed  his 
brighteft  ornament :  —  whatever  may  be 
the  fentence  paffed  on  this  unufual  difpo- 
fition  by  the  reader,  the  experience  of  its 
effeft  on  the  hearer  induces  the  Author, 
without  hefitation,  to  recommend  it  tQ 
the  praftice  of  the  preacher, — undetet- 
ed by  all  theridicule  which  has  been  inr 
judicioufly  and  aukwardly  thrown  on  the 
introduftion  oi  pathos  into  fermons^ 

Of  his  matter  the  Author  is  now  to 
fpeak ;  and,  in  this  article  likewife,  he  is 
fenfible  of  fome  peculiarity  to  excufe. 

As  the  fermons  of  the  former  age  were 
merely  expofitions  of  the  Scriptures,  the 
(ermons  of  the  prefent  days  feem  to  in- 
Inline  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and,  with 

a  few 
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a  few  exceptions,  are  merely  iTWtaleJfaysx 
the  Author  has  feen  fome  applauded  dif- 
courfes,  of  >vhich  the  text  has  formed  the 
only  immediate  connexion  with  the  lacred 
volume,   and  which  might  have   fallen 
with  more  propriety  from  the  pen  of  an 
Epiftetus  or  a  Seneca,  than  from  that  of 
aChriltian  preacher  : — to  this  extreme^  the 
Author  muft  be  forgiven,  if  he  objefls 
more  ftrongly  than  to  the  other ; — fenfible 
that  religious  f peculation^  not  terminating 
in  morality,  is  ufelefs,  he  thinks  that  mo-^ 
ral  difquiftion,  not  illuftrated  by  the  pre- 
cepts, nor  enforced  with  the  motives  of 
religion,  is  lifelefs  and  uninfluencing  ; — 
and  that  the  proper  blending  alone  of  thefe 
two  eflential  ingredients,    can  conftitute 
that  warm,  manly,  dignified  produftion — ^ 
A  Sermon. — Were  he,  indeed,  to  judge 
of  the  feelings^  of  other  perfons  by  his 
own — the  race  of  pulpit  ejfayijls  would 
foon,  from  the  want  of  encouragement, 
be  extinft  ; — for  there  \s  no  compofition 
to  which  he  liflcns  with  a  more  fatigued 
ear,  or  which  he  perufes  with  a  more  un- 
attrafted  eye,  than  one  of  thofe  in  quef- 

tion ; 
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tion;  —  where  fome  moral  duty  may  in- 
deed be  explained, — but  where  there  is 
nothing  to  ftrike,  to  agitate,  to  elevate, 
—where  neither  the  hopes  nor  the  fears 
are  awakened ;  and,  where  the  heart,  being 
perfeftly  at  reft,  the  ear  has  leifure  to  at-, 
tend  to  the  regulationiand  the  fmoothnefs 
of  periods :  with  thefe  fentiments,  tlie 
Author  has  generally  chofen  fubjeds  of  a 
mixed  nature,  on  which  religion  might 
be  made  beneficial  by  morality ;  and  mo- 
rality be  fanftified  by  religion.  If  fome 
of  his  fubjefts  are  principally  moral,  and 
fome  purely  religious^  from  thefe  he  has 
deduced  confequences  which  come  home 
to  conduft ';  and  to  thofe^  he  has  endea- 
voured to  give  that  energy  and  truth^ 
which  c?n  be  deriVed  only  from  the  fcrip- 
tures  : — from  th^  fcriptures,  indeed,  be 
has  every  where  liberally  borrowed ; — 
pleafed  with  the  fimplicity  andmajeftyof 
their  ftyle,  he  has  transferred  its  riches 
without  fcruple,  to  ennoble  his  own  page ; 
and  the  reader  will  frequently  obfcn^c 
him  applying  to  the  Sacred  Writings,  for 
^lo  other  objeft  than  their  language. 

A  learned 
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A  learned  and  ingenious  friend,  to 
whom  the  Author  fubmitted  the  revifal  of 
one  difcourfe,  recommended  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  a  large  part  of  its  devotion,  as  in- 
confiflent  with  the  reigning  tafte,  and 
likely  to  be  the  objeft  of  critical  animad- 
verfion  ; — but,  with  whatever  reafon  the 
Author  might  affign  a  general  preference ' 
to  his  friends  judgment,  in  this  inftance 
he  abided  by  his  own — and  retained  thofe 
pafTages  to  which  no  other  crime  was  ob- 
jefted  than  their  piety.  Thefe,  with 
many  others  of  a  fimilar  charafter,  are 
now  upon  their  trial  before  the  public ; 
and  the  Author  abandons  them  to  their 
fete  : — he  can  only  fay,  that  fully  poffefs- 
ed  by  the  truths  of  his  religion,  he  wrote 
warmly,  as  he  felt ;  and,  that  he  will  not 
be  difpleafed,  fliould  his  difcourfes  be  dif* 
tinguifhed  among  thofe  of  the  prefent 
time,  neither  by  their  learning,  their  ac- 
curacy, nor  their  elegance,  but  folely  by 
'  the  fervour  and  thefpirit  of  their  devotion* 

For  his  doctrines,  the  Author  appre- 
hends, that  no  apology  can  be  neceflary, 
—he  believes  them  to  be  thofe  of  the 
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church  to  which  he  belongs ; — and  if  any 
thing  in  his  writings  fhould  appear  to  be 
of  a  contrary  tendency,  it  mult,  he  is  per- 
fuaded,  be  the  effeft  of  obfcure  and  inac- 
curate exprejffion.-r-Ow  ail  occafions,  he 
has  feen  for  himfelf;  and  neither  affeft- 
ing,  nor  ftuditmlly  avoiding  novehy,  he 
has  given  the  impreflions  of  his  own  mind, 
arranged  and  iJJuftrated  in  that  manner 
which  appeared  to  him  the  moft  perfpi- 
cuous  and  affefting. 

Having  fpoken  in  behalf  of  thofe  cha- 
rafters  of  compofition,  in  which  he  is 
fearful  of  differing  from  the  greater  num- 
ben  of  his  clerical  brethren,  the  Author 
refers  himfelf,  without  any  further  apolo- 
gy, to  the  decifion  of  an  enlightened  and 
candid  public — confident  oifavour,  (hould 
it  be  the  requifidon  of  hismm/j— correc-* 
tion,  without  feverity,  is  all  that  heexpefts 
for  \i\s  errors ; — not  indifferent  to  applaufe, 
he  acknowledges  it  only  as  his /ecoiidAry 
objeft ; — if  he  obtain  it  he  will  rejoice — 
if  he  fail  of  it — he  will  not  defpair. — 
Without  Jliining  he  may  warm — and, 
without  brilliancy,  poflefs  utility. — While 
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he  aflumes  to  inform  neither  the  Scho- 
lar nor  the  Divine — he  may  not  be  un- 
"acceptable  to  the  pious  ; — he  may  pofli^ 
bly  win  cafual  audience  from  the  thought- 
less and  the  gay  ! — and,  Ihould his  illuf^ 
trations  of  facred  truth  ftrike  one  of 
THE  SONS  OF  pleasure — ftiould  they  in- 
duce a  momentary  paufe  in  his  career — 

'  and  direft  his  examination  to  the  evidences 
of  that  SYSTEM  on  which  Eternity  de- 

;  pends ;  —  fhould  they  thus,  imder  the 
blessing  of  God,  be  the  means  ofturn^ 
ing  oi^zfrom  the  error  of  his  way  to  righ* 
Uoufnefs^^  and  thusfave  a  sovi.from  death 
— i-the  Author  would  be  recompenfed  an 
hundred  .fold,  for  any  cenfure,  however 
fcvMe,  which  may  be  inflifted  on  the 
weaknefsof  his  ability,  the  narrownefs 
of  his  INFORMATION,  or  the  blemifhcs 

of  his  STYLE. 

March  g^  ijSj. 
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Civil,  Mofal,  arid  Religious  Advan* 
tagcs  derived  from  Christ!  anity* 


Isaiah,    IX4    a. 

•THE  PEOPLE  THAT  WALKED  IN  DARKfJfeSS 
HAVE  SEEN  A  GREAT  LICHT  c^-THEV 
THAT  DWELL  IN  THE  LAND  OF  THE 
SHADOW  OF  DEATH,  UPON  THEM  HATH 
THE  LIGHT  SHINED. 


THAT  fome  bt  the  predictions  of 
the  Old  Teftament,  which  in  the 
moft  unequivocal  manner  point 
to  the  Meffiah,  may  alfo  refer  to  events 
Ivhich  happened  nearer  tb  the  prophet's 
lime;  and  thus,  in  two  diftant  ages,  have 
A  received 
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received  a  diftinft  and  evident  accom- 
plifhment, — is  an  opinion  fupported  by 
very  learned  and  ingenious  commentators. 
Neither  ought  we  to  think  it  ftrange  were 
the  truth  of  this  opinion  incontrovertibly 
eftablifhed.  When  we  refleft  that  the 
whole  of  that  wonderful  fabric,  the  civil 
and  reKgious  conftitution  of  the  Jews, 
with  almoil  all  the  leading  occurrences  in 
the  hiftory  of  that  pecuhar  people,  are 
declared,  by  infpired  writers,  to  relate  to 
Chrift,  and  to  his  church ;  that  the  Holy 
Spirit,  when  fpeaking  of  events  more  par- 
ticularly conne6led  with  the  generation  it 
was  addrefllng,  fhould  adapt  its  exprel^ 
Cons  fo  as  fometimes  to  refpeft  the  com- 
pletion of  the  myfterious  fcheme; — the 
great  cataftrophe  (if  the  allufion  may  be 
pardoned)  which  was  to  unravel  the  intri- 
cacies of  the  preceding  plot,  cannot  cer- 
tainly be  the  occalion  of  any  reafonable 
furprife. 

With  thefe  prophecies  of  double  aA 
peS,  that  of  Ifaiah,  which  I  have  cho- 

fen 
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fen  for  my  text,  is  generally  claffed.— ^ 
From  the  immediate  conneftion  of  the 
fubjeft*  it  appears  to  be  the  prediftion  of 
feme  temporal  deliverance  which  Ihortly 
awaited  the  holy  nations ;  and  it  probably 
was  fulfilled  in  that  memorable  overthrow 
of  the  Aflyrians,  by  which  the  Deity  wad 
pleafed  to  reward  the  piety  of  Hezekiah^ 
and  to  correfl  the  blafpheming  arrogance! 
of  Sennacherib* 

But,  while  this  occurrence,  from  its 
iiearnefs,  attrafted  the  notice  of  the  pro-* 
phet,  the  glories  of  the  gofpel-kingdom^ 
in  a, flood  of  radiance,  burft  upon  hij 
fight.  Enraptured  at  the  view,  he  rufhes 
inftailtly  from  his  firft  objeft,  and  rifes  in- 
to imagery  fo  exquifitely  beautiful  and 
fublime,  as  to  be  fuited  only  to  the  gran-* 
dcur  of  that  fcene  which  was  then  un-* 
folded  before  him. — Ihe people  that  walk^ 
ed  in  darknefs  havefeen  a  great  light;  they 
that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  Jhadow  of 
deaths  upon  them  hath  the  light  Jhined4 
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•  To  entertain  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  mtritaf 
o£  this  glowing  pifture^  we  muft  imagine 
the  prophet   as    looking  down  on    the^ 
world,    and    commanding  its  extended 
profpeft  with  the  glancings  of  his  eye* 
The  fad  objeQs  which  every  where  ftrike 
him,  are  the  imbecility  and  the  blind* 
ncfs — the  errors  and  the  crimes  of  his 
ijpecies^      Without    a  guide    to    direft 
them,  and  with  underftandings  too  deba« 
fed  and  corrupted  to  difcover  their  path 
in  the  labyrinth  of  life^  he  fees  that  as 
ratioTtal^  as  focialj   as  immortali  as  ac-^ 
countable  creatures,  t/uy  xoulied  in  dark^ 
nefs.       In    this    deplorable    conditioiir 
unacquainted  with  themfelves,  and  with 
their  God,  he  fees  that  they  were  abufed 
by  the  terrors  of  the  moft  abjeft  fuperfti- 
tion ;  that,  whilft  they  were  furrounded 
on  earth  with  wretchednefs  and  confu^ 
fion,  they  could  diftinguifli  tiothing  be-* 
yond  the  limits  of  mortality  to  comfort 
Or  to  controul  them ;    but,   convinced 
that  their  hopes,  and  their  fears— their 
fchemes  of  ^reatnefs,  and  of  happineli 

their 
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-*-their  labours  in  the  cayfe  of  virtue,^  or 
of  vice,  were  alike  td  be  loft  in  the  for- 
getfulnefs  of  the  grave,  that  they  dweU 
in  the  land  of  the  Jhadow  of  denih* 

From  the  contemplation  of  this  melanr 
rholy  fpe£lacle,  the  prophet  is  roufed  by 
another  of  a  very  different  nature.  The 
Heavens  are  opened — ^the  giory  of  the 
Lord  is  revealed.  The  nations  have  feen 
a  great  light — ^nay,  upon  them  hath  thfi 
light  Jhined.  For  the  Di  v  j  n  £  In  s t r  u c- 
TOR  hath  appeared,  and  man  can  no 
longer  be  ignorant  of  what  he  is — what 
he  is  to  do— ox  what  he  is  to  be.  He  is 
iio  longer  unable  to  difcern  his  duties,  or 
their  foundation  in  the  attributes  of  his 
Creator.  Beyond  this  flinEluating  ^nd  puf^ 
fing  ftate,  he  beholds  a  reward '  appointed 
for  virtue;  and  he  is  aflured,  that  the 
labours  of  the  wicked^  as  -well  as  the  jujl^^ 
Jhall  follow  them. 

*  Mark,  ix.  41.  ^  Rev.  xiv,  13. 

A3  That 
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That  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  texti 
the  application  of  it  by  St.  Matthew,  td 
the  eflfefts  of  our  Lord's  firft  preaching  on 
the  commencement  of  his  miniftry,  will 
not  permit  us  to  doubt. — Let  us  therefore 
enquire  into  the  truth  of  what  it  aJftrtSi 
and  of  what  it  predids.  Let  us  afcertain 
whether,  before  the  event  which  we  are 
now  aflembled^  to  commemorate,  the  na- 
tions could  with  propriety  be  faid  to  walk 
in  darknefs :  and  whether  the  confequences 
of  that  event  were  ^o  illuftrious  in  their 
kind  and  degree,  as  juftly  to  be  reprefented 
by  the  (hining  of  a  great  light.  In  thefc 
times  of  general  knbwledge,  brought  up 
as  we  are  in  the  embrace  of  Chriftianity ; 
for  fo  many  centuries  fafliioned  by  its  in- 
fluence, and  enlarged  by  its  revelation, 
we  are  too  apt  to  forget  the  fource  from 
whence  our  advantages  flow ;  and  too  fre- 
quently confider  them  as  the  acquifitions 
of  our  own  proper  ability. 

To  chaftife  the  prefumption  of  our  con-» 
Ceit,  let  us  have  recourfe  to  the  annals  of 

9  Tbi<  Pifcourfe  was  preathed  on  Chriftmas-day. 
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thofe  nations,  who,  before  the  prevalence 
of  the  Gofpel,  were  celebrated  for  fcien- 
ces  and  arts;  and  to  whom,  for  the  pre- 
eminence of  their  mental  attainments,  a- 
midft  the  barbarifm  of  a  furrounding 
world,  the  title  of  enlightened  has  com- 
monly been  given. 

Over  thefc  nations  we  cannot  furely 
pretend  to  any  fuperiority  of  natural  ta- 
lents :  in  every  walk  of  genius  they  are 
ftill  before  us.  In  the  fine  arts,  in  poetry^ 
in  hiftory,  in  eloquence,  they  are  ftill  our 
unrivalled  matters.  If,  therefore,  we  ex- 
cel them  in  that  more  ufeful  and  fublime 
knowledge,  which  relates  to  man  in  his 
double  character  of  mortal  and  im- 
mortal; of  inhabitant  of  earth,  and  heir 
to  Heaven  (and  this  alone  deferves  the 
name  of  knowledge),  the  conclufion  will 
be  obvious — not  unto  usy  O  Lordy  not 
unto  usy  but  unio  thy  holy  name  be  the^lory 
given  4. 

4  Pfalm  cxv.  i. 

A4       •  The 
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TTie  knowledge  to  which  I  allade  is  tli^ 
vided  into  three  branches,. which,  fpring* 
ing  from  one  parent  ftock,  derive  from 
their  original  the  ftrong  marks  of  a  com- 
mon refemblance.  The  political^  which 
.  relates  to  man  as  the  member  of  a  com- 
munity — the  TnoroLy  which  refers  to  him 
as  an  individual — the  religious,  which  re- 
fpcSs  him  in  his  higher  capacity,  as  he 
ftands  in  connexion  with  another  world, 
— Let  us  take  a  curfory  view  of  each  of 
Jthefe  branches,  as  they  flourifhed  among 
the  Ancients  J  and  then  confider  their  ftate 
among  the  Moderns.  By  the  compari* 
fon,  we  fhall  be  inflrjifted  in  the  greatnefs 
of  our  obligations  to  the  Gofpel  of  Jefu$ 
Chrift,  even  where  we  leaft  fufpe6led  its 
afliftance. 

To  begin  then  with  the  political. — ^We 
are  prefented  by  the  hiftories  of  Greece  and 
Rome  with  no  other  forms  of  civil  fociety, 
than  thofe^of  tyrannies  and  republicks.  Ivx 
behalf  of  the  former  of  thefe,  nothing  can 
be  slled^edf    They  have  univerfally  been 

repro* 
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Reprobated  as  injurious  to  the  fiibjeft,  and 
daBgerous  to  the  defpot ;  the  jealojufy^of 
the  one  leaking  for  fafety  from  the  fwprd  of 
power,  and  the  refentment  of  the  other  foy  ^ 
revenge  from  the  dagger  of  affaflinatioih 

But,  in  the  latter  mode  of  governmenti 
there  is  fomethipg  fpecious  and  alluring, 
A  comraonweaith  talks  proudly  of  liberty  * 
and  equality,  and  confequently  hoJdte  ou< 
to  its  members  the  pfomife  of  civil  hapr 
pinefs.    From  the  commonwes^ths,  how^ 
ever,  of  Greece  and  Rome,  this  language 
was  impudent  pretence,  and  this  promife 
barefaced  mockery.    .With  true  liberty, 
and  proper  equality,  they  were  utterly 
unacquainted ;  for,  not  to  dwell  on  the 
defefts  of  their  feveral  conftitutions,  which 
fo   unhappily  reconciled  the  extremes  of 
licentioufnefs  and  oppreflion,  an  abufa- 
hoftile  to  every  principle  of  jullice,  and^ 
fubverfive  of  the  moft  facred  privileges 
of  humanity,  was  univerfally  fanftioned 
by  their  laws.   The  abufe  to  which  I  point 
is  that  pf  fervitude,.  ajj  abufe  which  was 

pufhed 
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bufhcd  to  fuch  cxcefs,  that,  in  many  of 
thefe  communities,  the  number  of  the  ci- 
tizens was  far  exceeded  by  the  number  of 
Hkejlaves.  With  what  confiftency,  then, 
cwild  the  J>atrons  of  fuch  an  abandoned 
infult  on  the  dignity  of  man,  affeft  to  be 
the  afferters  of  his  rights?  Or  govern- 
ments which  carried  the  fubfiance  of  fla- 
very  in  their  bo/bmsy  prefume  to  have  the 
t>oa(l  of  freedom  in  their  mouths  P — ^No. 
What  was  formerly  faid  of  one  5  of  thefe 
republicks  is  ftriftly  applicable  to  all.^^^ 
They  who  were  free  in  them  were  com- 
pletely free — ^but  they  who  were  not,  were 
the  mod  wretched  of  flaves. 

If  we  pafs  from  the  internal  ceconomy  of 
thefe  dates  to  their  intercourfe  with  each 
other>  the  fame  unreftrained  fpirit  of  pride, 
injuftice  and  cruelty,  will  ftill  occur  to  our 
obfervation.  By  mutual  intereft,  indeed, 
fomething  like  a  law  of  nations  was  efta- 
blifhed — ^but  of  uncertain  influence,  even 

$  Spana« 

in 
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m  peace, — ^in  war  it  fcarcely  pretended  to 
authority ;  and  that  evil,  which  under  the 
wifeft  regulations  muft  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  principal  fcourges  of  the  human  race, 
was  permitted  to  rage  with  unlimited  de- 
ftruftion.  Its  horrid  objeft  was  to  extir- 
pate or  enflave;  and  not  only  the  poffef- 
fions,  but  the  lives  and  the  liberties  of  the 
conquered  were  determined  by  its  laws 
to  be  the  property  of  the  conquerors, — 
Even  the  vaunted  patriotifm  of  antiquity 
was  a  virtue  of  a  very  queftionable,  and 
certainly  of  a  very  qnamiable  de/cription. 
Always  contrafted  and  illiberal,  it  fre- 
quently was  fierce  and  bloody ;  and  ever 
difpofed,  by  the  imagined  goodnefs  of  the 
end,  to  juftify  the  manifeji  bafenefs  of  the 
means.  The  hiftories  in  (hort  of  the  times 
to  which  I  am  referring,  ftiew  us  little 
befides  tumult  and  inequality  at  home^ 
and  little  befides  perfidy  and  barbarity 
€Jrroad. 

If  we  turn  from  this  unpleafant  pi6lure  td 
the  view  of  Chriftian  Europe,  we  behold 

in 
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an  it  indeed  the  fame  forms  of  govern* 
ment»  where  the  (me  or  xhtnumy  prcfide ; 
Imt,  aftuated  by  a  very  different  fpirit, 
flavcry  is  driven  from  its  limits  (would  to 
God  I  could  add,  driven  from  the  earth) ! 
the  claims  of  humanity  are  afcertained  and 
refpefted.  In  confcious  fecurity,  the  go* 
vemor  has  ceafed  to  be  the  tyrant.  From 
a  fcnfe  of  proteftion,  the  governed  have  ^ 
learned  to  obey,  and  all  the  parts  of  fo- 
ciety  are  bound  together  by  a  mixed  feel- 
ing of  intereft  and  of  duty.  War,  it  i$ 
true,  ftill  exifts;  but  the  ruggednelsof 
the  monfter  s  features^  is  confiderably  foft- 
cned,  and  there  are  laws  which  it  is  taught 
to  revere^ 

Here,  then,  is  a  ftriking  revolution  in 
tlie  political  annals  of  mankind ;  and  to 
what  muft  we  attribute  it? — to  the  mild, 
the  beneficent,  the  liberal  genius  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  which  has  introduced  a  patrior 
tifm,  whofe  immediate  objeft  is  oui  coun- 
try^ but  whofe  large  arms  embrace  the 
WOULD — ^which  inculcates  the  neceflary 

fubor- 
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^bordination  of  fociety,  yet  afferts  the 
Natural  equality  of  man — ^which  enjoins 
the  people  to  fubmit  ^  tkcmfelves  to  every  or- 
dinance of  man  for  the  Lord's foke — ^which 
tells  the  prince,  xhziGod^  acceptetknot 
the  perfons  of  princes ^  nor  regardeth  the 
richvuyre  than  tA^^c^or— which  exhorts  all 
to  unity,  even  as  they  arc  called  to  one 
hope  ^  of  their  calling;  one  Lord^  one  faiths 
vnebaptifm^  one  God  ajui  Father  cf  all. 

But  our  fuperiority  over  the  nations 
that  walked  in  darknefs^  is  fHU  more  eni^ 
tient  in  morale  than  in  political  excellaxce^ 

If  the  laws  of  natute,  originally  writ- 
ten by  the  Creator  on  the  heart  of  mto^ 
tvcre  not  altogether  blotted  out,  the 
writing  was  codfidenably  defaced;  and, 
by  the  canker  worm  of  corruption^  part 
4d  it  was  wholly  deft2X)yed* 

To  reftore  what  was  thus  loft,  and  revive 
in  fome  faint  degree  the  divine  image  in  the 

^  1  Pet.  ii.  13,    7  Job,  xxxiv,  1^    •  Ephcf.  iv,  4, 
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human  charafter,  feveral  mighty  intelligen-» 
cies  arofe,  who  were  elevated  above  theif 
(pecies  by  the  largenefs  of  their  views^ 
and  the  fublimity  of  their  faculties. 

The  efforts  of  thefe  wonderful  men  were 
great  indeed ; — and  the  fuccefs  which  at-f 
tended  them  furniflies  an  illuftrious  proof 
of  the  capacity  of  the  mind,  fallen  as  it  h 
from  it's  firft  vigour,  and  uninftrufted  by 
revelation.  But  the  tafk  in  which  they  fp 
nobly  engaged,  was  far  beyond  their 
ftrcngth.  They  might,  indeed,  by  feel* 
ing^  after  God,  attain  a  weak  and  iti^ 
diftinft  perception  of  their  own  nature 
and  deftination.  But  how  were  they  to 
communicate  their  grand  difcoverics  to  a 
blind, ^and  grofs,  and  fenfual  world?  with 
what  arguments  could  they  enforce  the 
neceflity  of  duty  in  oppofition  to  the  vio- 
lence of  paffion,  the  importimity  of  ap 
petite,  and  the  more  quiet,  but  more  ftea* 
dy  felicitation  of  intereft?  To  their  reli- 
gion they  could  not  apply  for  affiftance  ;* 

9  Afts  xvii  27.  *  ^ 

for 
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for  their  religion,  as  we  fhaJl  prefently  fee, 
was  in  any  cafe  but  an  impotent  ally  to 
their  caufe,  though  in  many  it  was  a  formid- 
able adverfary.  The  sage  and  the  legis- 
lator were  on  every  occafion  fufpicious 
of  the  priest  *%  whofe  legends,  with  their 
cffe6l§  on  the  credulous  people,  they  were 
obliged  in  fo  many  inftances,  by  their  pre- 
cepts and  their  inflitutions,  to  contradift* 

*o  That  polytheifm  was  the  offspring  of  policy,  and 
'  indebted  wholly  to  the  magiftrate  for  its  birth,  is  a  fa- 
vourite opinion  of  the  late  Bifhop  of  Glouceller's, 
whicli  he  labours  with  all  the  efforts  of  his  ingenuity 
^o  eftablifh.  But  his  efforts  are  without  fuccefs.— - 
The  origin  of  polytheifm  is  evident  in  the  blindnefs, 
the  weaknefs,  and  the  depravity  of  man.  The  inter- 
ference of  the  magiHrate  was  long  fubfequent  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  error;  and  was  nothing  more  than ' 
an  endeavour  to  correft  its  pernicious  tendencies* 
*rhe  hiftory  of  the  Roman  republic,  in  whieh,  more 
than  in  any  other  flate,  the  attempt  to  fubdue  it  to  the 
|>urpofe$  of  government  was  fuccefsful,  will  convince 
us  how  dangerous  an  inilrument  it  was ;  and  how  apt 
**  the  devilifli  engine  was  to  recoil  on  the  hands  which 
wielded  it." 

How, 
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How,  then,  were  thefe  friends  of  theif 
(pecies  to  fecure  to  their  labours  the  pro** 
per  efifeft?  Howimprefs  their  ideas  on  the 
bulk  of  mankind,  fo  as  to  accomplifti  the! 
work  of  reformation? — by  urging  the  fitnefe 
of  things — by  painting  the  beauty  of  virtue/ 
andthe  deformity  of  vice— by  vindicating 
the'digaity  of  reafon — ^by  calling  on  man 
to  raife  his  nature  by  the  contemplation^ 
and  the  imitation  of  the  Divinity !  This 
was, aftually  their  language:  thefe  were 
the  topics  from  which  their  arguments 
were  drawn.  But  they  were  too  fublime 
for  the  apprehenfion  of  the  multitude — * 
too  languid  and  too  cold  to  become  in* 
fluencing  principles  of  conduft.  They 
might  indeed  play  round  the  head — ^but 
never  could  they  clofe  and  wreftle  with 
the  heart.  The  truth  of  this  reafoning  \a 
eftablifhcd  by  the  faft.  Before  the  Gof- 
pel  aera,  Wjfc  find,  that  human  nature  was 
abominably  depraved ;  that  plunged  in 
the  fouleft  fenfuality,  and  loft  in  the  moll 
fordid  aims,  it  was  either  a  flave  to  the 
felfilh,  or  a  prey  to  the  turbulent  paffions* 

The 
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Tlic  proflig?icy  of  the  prefent  times  is  the 
frequent  and  juft  fubjeft  of  Chriftian  la^ 
mentation  and  furprife.  A  peculiar  Spirit 
of  diffolutenefs  and  irreligion  feems  to  be 
gone  forth,  to  diftinguifti  our  age  from 
that  of  our  fathers.  But  great  as  our  de- 
generacy may  be  for  thofe  who  profefe 
themfelves.the  followers  oi  Jefus  ;*  Chrijt 
the  righteous,  it  is  yet  far,  thank  God, 
very  far  from  the  greateft.  If  a  too  fa* 
vourable  opinion  of  our  nature  fliould  in- 
duce any  perfon  to  difbelieve  the  affer- 
tion,  let  him  turn  over  the  page  of  hifto* 
ry,  and  he  will  foon  be  convinced  that 
there  have  been  periods,  compared  with 
whofe  impurity;  that  in  which  we  live 
Would  feem  white  as  innocence  itfelf.— 
Thofe  unhappy  periods  were  when  the 
people  walked  in  darknefs.  But  when  the 
light  ^""cf  the  world  fhone,  they  were-no 
longer  of  the  night  nor  of  darknefs,  but 
became  children''^ of  ligkt  and  the  children 
of  the  day. 

ii  1  John  ii.  1.  xa  1  John  viii.  12. 

13  i  Thcff.  V.  5. 
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That  he  brought  down  philofophy 
from  Heaven,  was  extravagant  pane- 
gyric, wheii  attributed  to  Socrates  ;  but 
if  given  to  our  blefled  Lord,  it  would 
be  accurately  juft.  Unlike  the  former 
inftru6lors  of  die  world,  who,  confcious 
of  their  own  weaknefe,  aflumed  only  to 
reafon  men  into  their  duty ;  this  Divine 
Mafter  taught  as  one  '*  having  authority. 
He  not  only  enlightened  the  eyes  *5  of  their 
under/landing:  but  he  carried  reforma- 
tion to  their  wills.  That  fublime,  and 
perfeft  morality  which  he  inculcated,  he 
enforced  with  the  ftrongeft  motives.  To 
the  fears  of  man  he  threatened  the  feve- 
reft  punifhments ;  and  to  his  hopes  he 
promifed  the  brighteft  rewards.  Nay  the 
inmoft  receffes  of  thought  he  guarded 
from  the  intrufion  of  evil,  by  difcovering 
afearcher  *^  oj  hearts  who  requires  purity 
in  the  inward parts^T.  When  he  had  au- 
thenticated his  miflion  by  miracles  fuch 
as  no  man  ever  wrought ;  and  by  doc- 


»4  Math.  vii.  89.  »5  Ephef.  i.  i8. 

^fi  Rom.  viii.  27.  »7  Pfalm  li.  6. 
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trines  which  alone  were  fufficient  to  make 
the  world  exclaim,  Thm  art  '^  the  Chrift^ 
the  fan  of  the  Living  God;  in  his  own  cha- 
rafter,  he  propofed  an  example  of  thofc 
heavenly  virtues  which  he  taught ;  of  un- 
affefted  lowlinefe  ;^ — univerfal  benevo- 
lence ; — ^patience  under  fuflferings;— refig- 
nation  to  the  will  of  God ; — forgivennefs 
of  injuries';— Jove  oi  enemies. — ^The  ef- 
fefts  were  anfwerable  to  the  caufe, — The 
people  that  walked  in  darknefs  faw  a  great 
light. 

The  improvement,  which  I  lately  no^ 
ticed  in  the  political  charafter  of  man- 
kind, was  gradually  effefted  by  the  foft, 
yet  fearching  efficacy  of  the  Gofpel.  But 
there  were  circumftances  which  greatly 
retarded  its  completion.  The  hiftory  of 
thofe  ages  which  immediately  fucceeded 
the  elevation  of  the  crofs  on  the  imperial 
palace,  offers  to  our  view  a  fingular  axki 
memorable  fpe6lacle:  that  of  a  mighty 

^1  Mark  viii.  29. 

B  8  empire 
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empire  inclining  through  the  decays  of 
time,  attacked  cm  every  fide  by  youthful 
aflailants,  and.  overthrown  at  length  by 
their  repeated  efforts,  fupplying  with  its 
ruins  the  materials  from  whence  many 
large  kingdoms  of  rough  and  courfe 
fadiion  were  ereded 

It  was  long  before  the  tremor  confe- 
quent  to  fuch  a  convulfion  could  wholly 
fubfide.  But  Chriftianity,  which  had 
formerly  prevailed  over  the  diflblutenefs 
of  the  South,  was  in  the  end  equally  fuc- 
cefeful  againft  the  barbarity  of  the  North. 
She  triumphed;  and  in  her  train  followed 
civility  and  letters.  The  fiercenefs  of  the 
world  was  humbled  in  her  prefence ;  and 
the  vrrath^^  of  man  was  made  to  praift 
'fury 

This  revolution,  however,  was  flowly 
and  laborioufly  atchieved.  But  that  in 
the  morii/  iyfiem  was  inilantly  accom- 

«9  Pfalm  kxvi,  lo. 

plilhed. 
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plHhed.  No  fooner  did  thefun^^  ofrigh- 
teoufnefs  appear  in  the  horizon,  than  the 
benighted  world  was  illumined  with  its 
rays : — .and  morality  and  religion,  thofe 
heavenly  twin^,  who  had  fo  long  been 
divided,  were  once  more  feeh  knit  hand 
in  hand,  and  flying  through  the  nations; 
the  one  fcattering  bleflings  upon  the  earth; 
— the  other  pointing  to  a  crown  **  of  im- 
mortal glory,  and  to  the  giveif  of  it,  our  •• 
Father  which  is  in  Heaven.  '  This  natu- 
rally leads  me  to  the  third  branch  of 
knowledge  which  I  propofed  to  examine, 
viz.  the  religious :  and  from  the  confide- 
ration  of  its  ftate  among  the  Heathen,  we 
fliall  be  ftill  more  convinced  of  our  ad- 
vantages and  their  defefts ;  of  the  preva- 
lency  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  infufficiency 
of  reafon. 

The  exiftence  of  one  supreme  ano 
CONTROULJNG  MIND  appears  fo  evidgnt 
as  to  be  difcoverable,  we  fhould  think,  by 
the  unaflifted  efforts  of  the  human  intel- 

20  Mai.  iv.  2.       «i   1  Pet.  V.  4,       aa  Matt.  vi.  9. 

B3  lea. 
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\e€t.  The  Divine  Artificer,  with  all  his 
charafters,  is  fo  impreffed  on  the  opera-e 
tions  of  his  hands,  that  it  is  aftonifhing 
he  fhould  ever  be  concealed.  Do  not 
the  ^3  Heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God  ?-^ 
Is  not  the  earth^^fuM  of  his  riches  f — ^Afe 
not  his  wonder s^^  in  the  deep?  yet  ftrapge 
as  is  the  faft,  for  two  thoufand  years  be- 
fore the  advent  of  our  Lord,  the  whole 
race  of  man,  with  exception  only  to  the 
fmall  nation  of  the  Jews,  was  in  utter  ig- 
norance of  the  hand  which  formed  it-r-r 
Amidft  the  blaze  of  his  works,  the  great 
Creator  remained  undetefted  even  by  the 
improved  faculties  of  Greece  and  Rome; 
for  whilft  a  few  (and  very  few)  individu- 
als of  thefe  cultivated  people  raifed  them^- 
felves  above  the  general  darknefs  to  a  dif- 
tant  and  doubtful  glimmering  from  th^ 
Almighty's  throne,  the  body  of  their 
countrymen  were,  in  this  refpeft,  funk  to  . 
the  fame  low  level  of  ignorance  with  their 
barbarous  neighbours.    The  worfhippers 


«3  Pfalm  xix.  i.  «4  Pfalm  civ.  24. 

f  ^  Pfalm  evil.  24, 
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of  Jupiter  or  of  Mars,  of  Apollo  or  of 
Bacchus,  could  form  no  pretenfions  of 
fuperiority  over  the  worfhippers  of  Belus 
or  of  Apis,  of  Brahma  or  of  Fo. — To 
purfue  the  Pagan  theology  through  all 
its  fables  and  puerilities,  would  be  tedi- 
ous  and  unneceffary.  From  the  langua- 
ges in  which  they  are  recorded,  thefe  are 
become  the  entertainment  of  our  fchools. 
But  let  us  not  forget  that,  what  at  pre- 
fent  only  ferve  to  amufe  and  excite  the 
ftudies  of  children^  have  formerly  com- 
manded the  adorayon  of  men; — of  the 
learned  and  the  great,  no  lefs  than  of  the 
illiterate  and  the  vulgar, 

I  wil^  juft  offer  to  your  attention  the 
inevitably  bad  influence  of  fuch  a  fyfteni 
on  morality,  from  a  fuperftition  which 
peopled  Heaven  with  human  paflions, 
as  well  as  with  human  bodies: — which 
furniflied  to  every  vice,  nay  almoft  to 
every  crime,  a  celeftial  patron:  which 
direfted  thefe  ftrange  gods  to  be  worlhip- 
ped  agreeably  to  their  chara6lers,  feme 
B  4  with 
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with  obfcenfc  and  flagitious,  others  with 
inhuman  rites : — ^which  recommended  ex- 
amples of  excefles,  not  only  contrary  to 
the  precepts  of  philofophy,  but  obnoxi-» 
6us  to  the  penalties  of  the  laws ; — ^from 
fuch  a  fuperflition,  I  fay,  what  good  was 
to  be  expeded,  or  what  mifchief  not  to 
be  dreaded ! — a  fuperflition  of  thefe  qua- 
lities, which  mifguided  and  infulted; 
which  might  alarm,  but  could  not  com- 
fort, was  happily  reprefented  by  a  Hea- 
then poet  (a)y  as  a  monfter  with  a  horrid 
countenance  looking  down  from  Heaven, 
and  exulting  over  the  abafement  of  hu- 
manity- 

Under  a  fcheme  of  theology  fo  ab- 
furd  and  fo  nefarious,  with  what  effeft 
could  the  people  be  enjoined  to  reve- 
rence their  gods?  G)uld  they  reverence 
the  capricious,  the  violent,  the  revenge- 

(a)  Lucreti:  Hi*  i. 
Humana  ante  oculos  fcede  quern  vita  jaceret 
In  terris,  oppreffa  gravi  fyb  relligione ; 
Q^ua  caput  e  cacli  regionibus  ofiendebat, 
Horribili  fuper  adfpeflu  mortalibus  inftans. 

ful^ 
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fill,  the  lewd?  C^niH  the^  look  up  With 
confidence  or  efteem  to  creatdres,  who 
excelled  the  worft  of  mortab  only  in 
|>ower  and  exemption  from  death  ?  No. — 
From  fuch  gods,  contemptible  as  the  ob- 
jefts  of  worftiip,  and  dangerous  as  the 
obje€b  of  imitation,  the  beft  that  could 
be  tlone  was  to  take  the  fceptre  of  the 
world ;  and  (with  the  prudence  of  Epi- 
curus)  to  remove  them  to  a  diftant  hea- 
ven ;  where,  undiftutbed  by  th^  cares  of 
government,  they  might  indulge  in  their 
darling  fenfualities,— The  world  would 
certainly  not  lofe  by  the  depofition  of 
thefe  mock  rulers ;  whofe  place  might  be 
as  competently  fupplied  by  thofe  nonen* 
titles  of  atheifm — chance  and  fate. 

During  the  prevalence  oPfuch  rdigious 
illufion  how  unhappy  and  liable  to  error 
muft  be  the  condition  of  man !  Affured 
by  his  obfervation  that  there  was  one  event 
to  ^  the  righteous  md  to  the  wicked^  that 
joys  and  miferies  were  indifferently  feat- 

s6  £ccl.  ix.  t, 
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tered  m  the  paths  bf  fifcv  lie  few  ho  other 
ftate  of  being  where  the  caprices  of  for- 
ti»ne  couW  l?e  ^counted  for  and  reftifkd. 
In  what  manner  then  was  he  to  aQ:  ?  To 
accept  the  fplendid  offers  of  vice ;  or  to 
wed  the  aufteiylty  of  unendowed  virtue? 
Reafon  furely  ^hifpered*  him  to  eat  arid 
to  ^'^  drink; — -to  give  his  appetites  their 
full  riot; — for  to-morrov)  he  was  to  die, 
Ija  a  very  fliort  time^— a  year, — sL  daym- 
an hour,  perhaj)s,  he  was  no  more.  The 
X A  R.  TH-BUBBJLE  (if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it)  was 
to  break.-— The  fenfitive  puppet  fent  upon 
the  ftage  of  exiftence  only,  as  it  feemed, 
to  play  a  few  fantafUc  tricks ; — to  enjoy 
fome  happineis,--rbut  to  fuflfer  much  mi- 
(ery,  was  for  ever  to  vanifli,  aiuj  be  fotr 
gotten.  Horrid  and  mortifying  idea, — 
the  genuine  parent  of  profligacy  and  of 
crime !     *  '    ■ 

But  it  may  be  laid,  that  the  aacieqts 
were  n6t  entirely  flrangers  to  a  place  of 

^7  1  Cor.  XV.  32.    Ifai.  xxii.  13. 

retri- 
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retribution : — and  k  muft  be  canfe(fed» 
that  the  reafonings  c^  i,  few  amongft  them 
led  to  conje6hires  not  very  remote,  from 
the  truth.  But  if  the  piercmg  fight  of  «t 
Socrates,  or  a  Plato,  could  in  the  flighteft 
degree  penetrate  the  veil  which  covered 
futurity,  to  the  vifion  of  the  multitude  it 
was  wholly  impervious.  The  claflical 
Elyfium  qnd  Tartarus  appear  to  be  the 
mere  creatures  of  poetic  imagination.— 
But  allowing  that  they  were  admitted  in<- 
to  the  popular  creed ;— "to  the  purpofes  of 
juftice,^-pf  encouragement  or  controul, 
they  were  certainly  very  incompetent. — 
In  the  latter  place  fome  enormities  of  a 
public  nature  and  gigantic  growth  were 
indeed  menaced  with  puniflunent.  But 
to  the  pollutions  (^),  the  vices,  and  the 

more 

(b)  A  noted  paflage  in  the  fixth  ./Eneid  feem»  to  con- 
tradifl  this  aflcrtion---it  is  where  the  Sibyl,  Ijpeaking 
of  Tartarus,  fays. 

Hie,  quibus  inrviG  fratres,  dum  vita  manebat; 
Pulfatufve  parens ;  et  fraus  innexa  clienti ; 
Aut  qui  divitiis  foli  incubuere  repertis,  &€n 

Lib.  vi.  6o9. 
But 
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fiiore  pemic»u$  as  the  more  frequent 
mifchiefs  of  private  life,  none  of  its  ter- 
rors were  appropriated.  If  we  regard 
the  former,  even  when  dfefled  in  the 
gaudieft  colourings  of  poetry,  we  (hall 
difcover  it  to  be  but' a  chearlefs  and  un- 
delightfome  heaven-^too  fenfual  for  intel- 
left,  and  too  unfubftantial  for  fenfe.  In 
a  poet(r),  who  by  many  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  father  of  the  Grecian  theology,  we 
find  a  hero,  who  though  poffeflfed  of  all 
the  happinefs  of  the  (hades,  and  himfelf 
a  Deraii-God,  declares  that  he  would  ra* 
ther  be  in  the  lowefl  clafs,  and  opprefFed 

But  Virgil  was  the  poet  of  philo(bphy :  and  for  the  im* 
provement  of  his  theology. was  indebted  to  the  fublime 
doflrinesof  Platp.  It  is  not  from  him«  tlierefore,  that 
the  received  and  popular  opinion,  on  the  fubjeft  in 
queftion,  is  to  be  gathered.  Neither  are  we  to  look 
for  it  in  the  partial  reprefentatioas  of  the  latter  Plato- 
nifts;  who»  to  fupport  the  drooping  caufe  of  Pagar 
iiifm»  endeavoured,  by  allegorizing  its  fables,  to  give 
meaning  to  its^ionfenfe;  and  dignity  to  its  weaknefs 
and  depravity. 

{c)  Homer  Odvff.  1.  xi.  490. 

by 
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^29 


hy  all  the  evils  of  humanityi   than  be 
Monarch  of  the  dead. 

* 
That  the  immortality  (d)  of  the  foul 
was  a  fccret  which  was  difclofed,  or 
rather  a  truth  which  was  inculcated  in 
the  famous  myfteries  of  Paganifin,  is  an 
opinion  advanced  in  our  days,  and  fup^ 
ported  with  a  great  diiplay  of  leam<- 
ing.  But  there  is  reafon  to  think  it  er- 
roneous.— ^For,  not  to  urge  how  impro*- 
bd)le  it  is  that  any  particular  proofs  of  a 
do£lrine  fo  pregnant  with  advantage  to 
the  individual,  and  the  focial  welfare  of 
man,  fliould  be  withheld  (<?)  fromthe  world; 

~I 

(d)  Vid.  that  proud  monument  <rf  abufed  learning 
and  perverted  ingenuity,  ♦*  the  Divine  Legation  of 
Mofesdemonilrated;"  b.  2.  fefi.  4.  The  authorities 
produced  in  defence  of  this  opinion,  are,  it  muft  be 
allowed,  many  auid  refpeftable — fufEcient  to  induce 
hefitation;  but  by  no  means  to  eftablifh  certainty. 

[e)  The  author  of  «*  the  Divine  Legation,  &c.'*  en- 
deavours to  folve  this  difficulty ;  and  to  reconcile  the 
fecrefy  of  the  myfieries  with  the  promotion  of  thofe 
ends,  which  he  afligns  to  their  inflitution.  But,  in 
my  pinion,  he  rather  fails  of  fuccefs — if  the  reader 

Ihould 
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— I  will  notice  a  fafl;  which  makes  power* 
fiilly  againft  it.  Cicero,  one  of  the;  great- 
eft  and  moft  valuable  charafiers  of  anti- 
quity, aftef  expreffing  in  terms  of  liberal 
acknowledgment  the  benefits  which  he 
had  derived  from  his  initiation  into  thofe 
myfteries,  avows,  in  one  of  his  Familiar 
Epiftles,  without'  rejferve  or  qualification, 
his  entire  difbelief  of  another  ftate,  Ife 
either  then  had  never  heard  of  this  doc-^ 
trine  at  his  initiation ;  or  the  arguments 
on  which  it  was  founded  were  infufficient 
to  fetisfy  his  acute  knd  philofophic  mind* 
We  may  be  aflured,  therefore,  that  «^  Ufc 
and  immortality  were  never  brought  h 
light,  or  made  the  fubjefts  of  rational  af- 
fent,  before  the  dawning  of  the  Gofpel. 
Even  the  Jews  had  a  very  imperfeft  fight 
of  thefe  ineftimable  bleflings.  The  Pa- 
triarchs and  Prophets  are  faid  to  have 

Oiould  wi(h  to  judge  for  himfelf,  he  will  find  the  paf- 
fage  to  which  I  allude  in  b»  2.  fe6L  4.  p.  148,  of  the 
fourth  edition. 

«8  2  Tim.  i.  io» 

Jeen 
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Jktn  the  promifes  ^^  ajur  off  and  to  kmc 
died  in  faith.  But  the  people  in  this  ef- 
fential  article  were  fcarcely  more  enlight- 
ened than  1^  nations  thai  dwelt  in  the 
land  of  thejhadow  of  death ;— over  whofe 
pleadires,  whofe  virtues,  and  whofe  glo- 
ries, the  incumbent  fpeftrc  fhcd  an  envi- 
ous and  m^ignant  gloom. 

In  this  melancholy  fituation  was  fallen 
man  when  the  Lord  came,  who  had  the 
words  30  of  eternal  life.  He  diflipated  the 
darknefs,  and  baniflied  the  terrors  of  the 
fpeftre.  He  not  only  difclofed  to  us  the 
Great  First  Cause,  the  Inhabiter^"^  of 
Infinity  and  Eternity^  arrayed  in  all  his 
wonderful  attributes  of  boundlefs  power^ 
wifdom,  juftice,  and  holinefs ; — but  in  this 
glorious  Being^  he  difclofed  to  us  a  Fa- 
ther, wh)  hath  3*  loved  us^  and  given  us 
everlafiing  confolation^  and  good  hope^ 
through  grace.  Who  fo  33  loved  m,  that 
He  gave  his  only  begotten  Son^  that  whqfo- 

«9  Heb.  xi.  13.  30  John  vi.  68. 

3»  l&iah  Ivii.  15,  3*  2  Theff.  ii;  16. 


33  John  iii^  16, 


ever 
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ever  htlieoeth  in  Him  Jhould  not  perijk^ 
but  have  everlqfting  life. 

Here,  my  brethren,   let  us  paufe  in 
contemplation  of  the  effeds  of  this  Di^ 

vine  Love. In  one  inflant  we  behold 

man  oppreffed  by  ignorance; — abufed' 
by  error; — ^grovelling  in  fenfuality; — ^the 
fport  of  paffion  and  accident; — linking 
under  affliftions; — ^ftirinking  under  the 
horrors  of  diffolution ; — ^his  reafon  ob- 
fcured ; — his  dignity  debafed ; — ^the  crea- 
ture OF  A  DAY,   without  a  TO-MORROW* 

In  the  next,  the  Lord  looked  down  upon 
the  earthy  and  filled  it  with  3*  ble/Jings. — ' 
We  then  find  man  with  his  reafon  relu- 
toined, — his  dignity  reftored; — with  all 
the  knowledge  fuited  to  his  prefent  ftate; 
refcued  from  the  abufe  of  error  i— fight- 
ing 35  the  good  fight  againft  appetite  and 
paffion ;  troubled  3^  on  every  fide^  yet  not 
diftrejfed  ;  perplexed,  but  not  in  dejpair; 
perfecuted^  but  nx)t  forfahen;  cafi  down^ 

34  Ecclef.  xvi.  29.  35  1  Tim,  vi.  it. 

8^  2  Cor.  iv.  8. 

but 
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hut  not  dejtroyied.  JLvpa  in  the  fliarp  hour 
of  mortality  fuperior  to  thjc  trial,  r^i^4- 
ing  V  in  ho^,  wA  with  the  voice  of  tri- 
wnpli  ejcdfdiping,  0  Demih^  wk^rc  w  tf^ 
fiing^^. — ^This  i$  regenerftUd  man;  ,the 
child  of  the  new  l;>irth.  The  change  kh 
deed  is  truly  marvellous ;  hwt  not  greattf 
than  might  be  expe£led  i£rom  the  jt gency 
of  that  religion,  which  the  .only  begotten 
Sqo^  xlefcending  from  the  bofom  of  the 
Father,  took  on  him  our  nature  to  imr- 
part.  A  religion  who,  refembling  lier 
Divine  Parent,  dwelleth  «^  on  kigh^  ye^ 
huwhleth  herfelf  to  behold  the  things  that 
are  on  the  ea/rth.  Heaven  is  her  native 
place;  There  flbe  inhabitcth,  40  giving 
glmy^  md  honour^  and  thanks,  to  Him: 
zjoAo  J^Uth  4m  the  throM.  Yet  ddgnetsh 
flie  to  vifit  oar  world;  to  inflxud  us  in 
aH  the  duties  of  hfe ; — to  bind  us  xnoue 
s^Iofdy  -together  by  the.  ties  of  brotherly 
Idve  v-t^-^Ovteach  profperity  temperance;— 

37  Rom.  xii.  12.  z^  \  Cor.  xv.  5^. 

^      %9  Pfalm  cxiii.  5.  40  Rev,  iv.  9. 

C  to 
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to  fupply  adverlity  with  confolation; — 
when  attacked  by  temptations^  to  fupport 
us ; — ^when  fallen  to  raife  us :— even  when 
perverfely  wandering  into  wickednefs,  to 
perfuade,— ;-nay,  almoft  to  force  us  to  re- 
pentance.— ^Theii — ^when  thofe  lower  cha- 
rities of  her  miniftry  are  fulfilled^  and  the 
fliort  period  of  our  probation  fuccefsfully 
accompliflied,  fhe  openeth  for  us  ^'  ^ 
everlajling  doors;  and  prefenteth  us  pure 
as  our  Lord  is  ^^  pure,  and  holy  as  he  is 
holy,  at  the  throne  of  Him «  who  liveth 
for  ever  and  ever* 

Such  is  the  glorious  **  Gojpel  of  the  hlef 
fed  God.  Its  means  temporal ; — its  end 
eternal  happinefs.  Yet  of  this  pure  and 
undefiled  religion; — with  all  thofe  good 
things  which  eye\5  hath  notfeen^  nor  ear 
heanrdy  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart 
to  conceive — there  arc  men  who  endea- 
vour to  rob    us, — Cruel   and  unhappy 

4»  Pialm  XXIV.  7.  4«  1  John  iii.  3. 

48  Rev.  iv.  9.  44  1  Tim.  in. 


45  1  Cor.  ii.  9* 


men! 


f 
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men! — ^Your  argumeint^  have  been  an* 
fwered  times  out  of  nun^ber^ — But  ye 
Uwe  darknefs  better  than  light  *^.    We  will 
alway  rejoice^''  in  the  Lord*    We  will  not 
let  go  the  hope  *^  which  we  have  as  an  an- 
chor to  the  foul,  bothfwre  andjleadfqft.'-^ 
Neither  have  wefo  learned  «  Chrijl  as  to  rec- 
tum you  evil  ^""for  evil;  or  railing  ^^  for 
railing. — Ye  would  curie  us.    For  our 
blefled  hope,   ye  would  fubftitute  your 
accurfed  defpair.    But  we  will  blels  you ; 
and  pray,   that  the  eyes  of  your  under^ 
Jlanding^^  being  enlightened,  ye  may  know 
him,  in  whom  we  are,  even  Jefus  Chrijl^ 
who  ^3  of  God  is  ^  made  unto  us  xoifdomf 
righteoufnefs,  far^ification  and  redenip^ 
tion. 

For  us,  my.Chriftian  brethren!  what 
remains — ^but  to  refleft  properly  on  the 

4^  John  iii.  xg.  47  Phil.  iii.  i. 

48  Heb.  vi.  19.  49  Ephef,  iv.  20, 

^  Rom.  xii.  17.  5*  1  Pet.  iii.  9. 

^«  Ephef,  i.  a.  5a  I  Cor.  i.  30, 

C«  tender 
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tender  mersy  of  God^  whereby  the  **  day 
Jfring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us.  Let 
us  place  before  our  eyts  the  invaluable 
confequences  of  our  Lord's  advent — in- 
telledual  light — moral  purity — ^redemp- 
tion from  the  penalty  of  fin — ^viftory 
over  the  terrors  of  the  grave — the  means 
of  grace  and  hope  of  everlafting  gjory, — 
On  the  view  of  this  bright  clufter  of  blef- 
fingS9  Ihould  the  fervors  of  our  gratitude 
inflame ;  (and  we  muft  be  dead,  indeed» 
my  beloved,  if  they  do  not),  in  what  form 
moft  pleafing  to  our  benefadlor  ftiall  they 
break  forth? — What  incenfe  moft  fra- 
grant to  Heaven  (hall  they  kindle?  Shall 
we  prdlrate  ourfelves  before  ihdX^^God 
Tjoho  is  love?  Shall  we  blefs  Him  ^^  who 
came  in  the  name  of  the  Lord — by  whofe 
poverty  we  were  made  rich?  Shall  we  car- 
ry our  raifed  devotions  to  His  Holy  Table, 
and  there  eat  the  bread  of  life? — ^All  this, 
my  brethren,  we  muft  do, — ^But  we  muft 
ftill  do  more — ^attend — ^it  is  our  mafter 


64  Luke  !•  78.  65  1  John,  iv.  8. 

6^  Matt.  xxi.  9. 
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CKrift  who  addreffes  us. — If  ye  love  me^ 
keep  my  commandments. — A  new  command'- 
ment^^  I  give  untoyou^  that  as  I  have  loved 
you  J  ye  love  one  another. — By  this  Jhall  all 
men  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples^  if  y^ 
have^^  love  to  one  another.  Are  you  en- 
trafted  with  riches?  Let  them  feed  the 
hungry  ^^;  give  drink  to  the  thirjly  i-^ 
cloath  the  naked; — vijit  with  comfort^  the 
fick  and  the  prifoner.  Are  you  poor? 
Be  eyes  to  the  blind;  and  feet  to  the  lame^ 
Diftribute  what  is  ftill  io  your  power — 
the  charity  of  your  kindnefs,  your  com- 
paflion,  your  good  offices. — Verily  I  fay 
unto  you,  inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  un- 
to the  leq/l  ^*  of  thefe  my  brethren,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  me. — Then  if  ye  travel,  and 
are  Iieavy^^  laden,  I  will  refrejh  you. — If 
in  the  world  ye  have  tribulation,  ^^  I  who 
overcame  the  world  will  bid  you  be  of  good 
cheer.    If  you  are  in  fcknefs  I  will  make 

57  John  xiii.  34.  b^  John  xiii.  35. 

59  Matt,  XXV.  35.  ^  Job  xxix.  15. 

61  Matt.  XXV.  40.  €2  Matt.  xi.  28. 
^3  John  xvi.  J3. 

C3  your 
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^our  bed  ^*.  If  your  fpirit  be  departing, 
the  ftill  fweet  voice  of  the  comforter  fhall 
vhifper  to  it.  Well  done  thou  good  and 
faithful  fervant^  thou  haft  been  faithful 
ever  a  few  things ^  I  will  make  thee  ruler 
aver  many  things^  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
of  thy  majier  ^^.  Thefe  are  the  words  of 
our  Heavenly  Redeemer. — May  the  grace 
of  God  imprefs  them  deeply  on  our 
hearts ! 

,   H  Pfalm  xli.  3.  ^5  Matt.  xxv.  21.      j 
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On    Death. 


Hebrews   IX.    27. 

IT  IS  APPOINTED  UNTO  MEN  ONCE  TO  DIE. 


OF  all  the  fubjefls  on  which  religion 
enjoins  us  to  meditate,  the  moft 
unpleaifing  is  that  of  Death. 

By  ferious  refleftion,  in  fome  meafureto 

anticipate  the  hour  when  we  muft  be  torn 

from  the  numerous  tendemeffes  which 

fweeten  the  intercourfe  of  fociety,  and 

C  4  when 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


40  SERMON      11. 

when  we  muft  appear  with  all  our  frail- 
ties, and  all  our  crimes,  before  the  tribu- 
nal of  the  HOLY  God,  may  be  confidered 
as  a  melancholy,  and  a  painful  tafk — fuf- 
ficieht  to  damp  even  the  innocent  plea- 
,  fares,  and  entirely  to  overcaft  the  chear- 
fulnefs  of  life.  But,  my  brethren,  let  us 
attend  to  the  injunftion :  and  we  (hall  be 
fenlible  that  in  this,  as  in  every  other  in- 
ftance  of  obedience  to  religion,  much  real 
good  may  be  derived  from  the  apparent 
evil ;  and  health  be  drained  from  the  cup, 
the  bitternefs  of  which  our  palates  would 
i:ejeft.  Let  us  look  upon  death  with  the 
eyes  of  our  holy  faith,  and  his  attendant 
"horrors  will  vanifh ;  his  frowns  will  foften 
into  fmiles;  and  this  king  of  terrors  af- 
fume  the  mildnefs  oi  the  prince  of  peace. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  following 
.  difcourfe,  I  will  firft  beg  your  attention 
to  the  neceffity  and  the  nature  of  death ; 
and  then  to  the  confcquences  which  pro- 
perly flow  from  the  preceding  confidera- 
tions. 

We 
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We  are  affured,  by  the  infpired  wri- 
ters, that  man  was  created  after  the  dif- 
tant  likenefs  of  his  Maker's  immortality, 
as  well  as  of  his  Maker  s  purity :  and  that, 
had  he  not  forfeited  the  latter,  the  for- 
mer had  been  dill  in  his  pofleflion.  But 
here  our  information  deferts  us:  and 
vainly  does  our  curiofity  enquire  with 
what  body  was  immortal  man  created ;  or 
what,  when  his  defcendants  had  over- 
peopled the  world,  had  been  his  deftina- 
don* 

We  are  certain,  indeed,  that  his  body 
tduld  have  borne  but  a  very  diftant  rela- 
tion to  our  perifliing  frameis,  into  which, 
at  their  earlieft  formation,  are  infufed  the 
priiiciples  of  their  future  diflblution :  and 
which  pafs,  by  a  ilated  and  invariable 
procefs,  from  growth  to  maturity,  from 
maturity  to  decay.  With  refpeft  to  his 
deftination,  we  may  be  allowed  to  con- 
jefture,  that,  after  living  for  an  allotted 
period  upon  this  earth,  where  there  would 
have  been  no  death,  neither  forrow  ndr 
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crying  rtar  pain^  h^  would  have  been 
tranflated  to  fome  brighter  paradife ;  and 
poffibly,  with  larger  powers  and  a  more 
fpiritualized  body,  have  afcended  the 
fcale  of  being  and  perfeftion,  till  he  had 
reached  the  heaven  of  heavens,  ever  dif- 
tant  indeed  from  it,  yet  ever  advancing 
nearer  to  that  light  *  in  which  the  Eternal 
and  Infinite  dwellethj  which  no  man  can 
approach  unto. 

But  however  great  and  glorious  the 
privileges  of  his  firft  nature,  he  foon 
incurred  the  lofs  of  them;  and  by  the 
abufe  of  that  freedom  of  a6lion,  with 
which  as  a  creature  capable  of  reward 
he  was  neceflarily  endued,  revolting  from 
God,  he  brought  upon  himfelf  and  his 
pofterity  the  miferable  confequences  of 
fin.  Duji  «  thou  art,  and  to  dujl  Jhalt 
thou  return,  was  the  fqntence  pronounced 
againft  his  difobedience ;  a  fentence  which 
with  only  two  exceptions  recorded  in  the 

*  1  TinL  vi.  16.  •  Gen.  iu.  19. 
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facred  ftory,  has  been  executed  on  the 
whole  fpecies  witH  unremitted  feverity* 

To  infift  upon  the  certainty  of  death, 
or  to  eftablifli  by  argument  a  faft,  of 
which  our  reafon  as  well  as  the  experi- 
ence of  more  than  five  thoufand  years 
cannot  fuffer  us  to  doubt,  would  be  but 
an  unprofitable  wafte  of  words  and  of 
time.  However  open  to  flattering  im- 
preflions  may  be  the  human  heart,  it  can 
never  perfuade  us  to  expeft  a  perpetuity 
of  our  prefent  flate,  nor  keep  us  ignorant 
that  to  die  is  as  neceffary  a  condition  of 
our  nature  as  to  be  bom. 

Is  there  not  an  appointed  time  to  man 
upon  3  earth?  We  know  that  there  is. — 
That  the  fprings  of  life  are  wound  up  for 
a  certain  period  by  the  hand  of  the  Divine 
Artificer; — ^that  difeafe  may  impede,  or 
accident  arreft  their  feeble  movements; 
but  that  no  effort  of  human  art,  or  of 

3  Job  vii.  1, 
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human  power,  can  prolong  them  beyond 
the  time  decreed  for  their  ceflaticm.  That 
by  the  fame  neceffity  by  which  youth  fuc- 
ceeds  to  childhood ;  manhood  to  youth ; 
age  to  manhood ;  death  fucceeds  to  age, 
and  clofes  the  eventful  fcene. 

But  without  purfuing  even  this  eafy 
track  of  refleftion,  the  fame  truth  will  be 
obtruded  upon  us  by  the  grofler  teflimony 
of  our  fenfes. 

The  pifture  prefented  to  us  by  hiftory, 
IS  the  view  of  fucceflive  generations  at 
they  rife  one  under  the  other  to  occupy 
the  world; — ^to  aft  their  part  in  the  drama 
<rf' exiftenCe ;  and, — afterwards,  to  leave 
the  ftage  to  beings  like  themfelves; — ^who 
with  the  fame  low  aims,  the  fame  little 
paflions,  the  fame  imperfeft  knowledge, 
the  fame  propenfities  to  evil,  the  fame, 
frail  bodies  and  fallible  minds,  come  to 
firwt  or  xo  fret  their  hour  upon  it,  and 
then,  like  their  predeceflbrs,  to  pafs  away 
and  be  heard  of  no  more* 

But 
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But  the  imagery  of  the  fcene  immediate- 
ly before  our  eyes  is  of  a  ftill  livelier  ancl 
more  ftriking  kind.  It  fhews  us  how  ill 
fuited  ccmfidence  is  to  them  ^  that  dwell  in 
houfes  of  clayj  whofe  foundation  is  in  the 
duft^  which  are  cru/hed  before  the  moth: 
for  it  (hews  us  the  fmall  and  the  great, 
the  wicked  and  the  righteous,  the  young 
and  the  oldj  going  to  ^  their  long  homes f' 
'whiLp;  the  mourners  go  aiout  thejlrcfts. 

Are  we  enamoured  of  beauty,— or 
charmed  with  virtue: — do  we  admire 
fuperior  fcience,  or  tranfcendent  talents ; 
—are  we  fo  puerile  as  to  refpeS  the  glit- 
ter of  wealth,  or  faafe  enough  to  defpife 
the  fordidnefs  of  poverty; — are  we  fo 
weak  as  to  envy  die  pre-eminence  of  fta- 
tion,  or  timid  enough  to  dread  the  info- 
lence  of  power?  Let  us  wait; — and,  if 
our  lives  be  prolonged  for  a  few  years, 
thofe  creatures  of  our  feverifli  dream, — 
that  beauty^  and  that  virtue;  that  fcience^ 

4  Job  iv.  19,  5  Ecclef.  ^uj.  5. 
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and  thofe  talents ;  that  glitter  of  wealth, 
and  that  fordidnefs  of  poverty;  that  pre- 
eminence of  ftation,  and  that  infolenceof 
power;  all  that  excited  in  bur  bofoms  the 
tumult  of  love,  or  of  admiration;  of  re- 
fpeft,  or  of  contempt;— of  envy,  or  of 
dread — ^will  vanifli  from  our  fight. — The 
forms  which  they  animated,  which  they 
recommended  or  degraded,  will  be  all 
gone  ^  to  one  place ^  they  were  all  of  dvft^ 
and  Jhall  all  he  turned  to  dujl  again. — 
With  the  prophet  then  we  muft  be  forced 
to  exclaim, — All  Tflejh  is  grafs^  and  the 
goodlinefs  thereof  as  the  flower  of  the  field; 
— the  grafs  withereth^  the  flower  fadeth, 
hecaufe  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  up^ 
on  it; — furely  then  the  people  is  grafs. 

This  may  be  allowed,  my  brethren,  to 
be  a  melancholy  confideration;  and  whilft 
we  are  fmarting  under  the  i^i6lion  of 
fome  heart-felt  ftroke,  whilft  we  are  ftand* 
ing  by  the  death-bed  of  that  ^  friend  wh^ 

e  Eccl.  ill.  60.  7  Ifai.  xl.  6,  7^ 

•  Dcut.  xiii.  &. 
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Tvas  as  our  cram  foul;- — of  that  parent 
whofe  cares  had  fupported  and  inftrufted 
our  infant  weaknefs ;— of  that  child  whofe 
attentions  were  the  cherifhers  of  our  de- 
clining years ; — or  of  that  ftill  dearer  con- 
nexion, whofe  attachment  had  alleviated 
the  forrows  and  heightened  the  enjoy- 
ments of  exiftence ; — ^we  may  be  inclined 
to  arraign  the  juflice  of  that  fentence  by 
which  it  is  appoiTtted  unto  men  on€e  to  die. 

But  when  the  madnefs  of  anguifli  is 
fubfided,  and  reafon  once  more  eftablifh- 
ed  in  her  fovereignty,  we  (hall  be  fenfible 
that  God' S9  thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts; 
— that  our  heavenly  Father  never  praftifes 
unneceffary  feverity ;  that  he  *°  chafteneth 
us  only /or  our  profit;  and  that  the  feri- 
tence  pronounced  againft  the  firft  man 
was  not  fo  much  the  punifliment,  as  the 
confequence  of  his  tranfgreflion. 

9  Ifai.  Iv,  8.  «<»  Heb«  xii.  |o.. 
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The  introdu6lion  of  fin  induced  the 
aeceflity  of  death. — ^Had  man  after  his 
£U1  from  God  and  his  acquaintance  with 
€vil  put  ^^  forth  his  hand  (in  the  Scripture 
expreffions)  and  taken  alfo  of  ths  tree  of 
life  and  eaten  and  lived*  for  ever^  how 
dreadful  had  been  the  j:efult !  Allowing 
even  that  he  were  not  liable  to  thofe  na- 
tural effeds  of  fin, — infirmity  and  ^difeaie; 
the  condition  of  man,,  at  once  immortal 
and  corrupt,  were  cormpleatly  wretched 
indeed* 

Fully  fenfible  are  we  .of  our  wealcnefi 
and  dependance ;— ^i/^re  know  that  our  open 
violations  of  order  are  expofed  to  the  cen- 
fure  of  human  larvs ; — ^and  that  our  Jeer d 
mi/deeds  "  are  pi  need  in  the  light  of  his 
countenance  beftore  whofe  tribunal  we  arc 
fliortly  to  appear;  that  there  '^  is  hU  a 
Jiep  between  us  and  deaJthy  but  an  inftant, 
as  it  were,  between  the  comnjiffion  of 
wickednefs,  and  its  abfblute  condemna- 


•'  Gen,  iiL  22.  ^a  Plalm  Ic  8r 

^3  1  Satn.  XX.  \  I* 
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tion. — ^And  yet  we  dare  to  tranfgrefs. — 
What  then  muft  be  the  event  were  man, 
by  exemption  from  the  grave,  to  be  freed 
from  the  reftraint  of  thofe  falutary  terrors ; 
the  force  of  which,  however  powerful,  is 
yet  too  frequently  infufficient  to  check  the 
(allies  of  prefumptuous  paflion.  All  the 
bonds  of  fociety  would  be  loofed.  From 
the  hand  of  the  magiftrate  would  be 
wre/led  the  ineffeftual  fword.  In  vain 
fhould  we^  **  knowing  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord  J  endeavour  to  perfuade.  The  weak 
would  become  a  prey  to  the  ftrong ;  the 
unwary  to  the  defigning ;  and  inftead  of 
that  harmony  which  at  preferit,  though 
imperfeftly,  fubfifts  in  the  moral  fyftem, 
violence,  and  oppreflion,  and  injuftice, 
would  reign  in  uncontrouled  riot;  and 
man  be  given  up,  helplefs  and  unproteft- 
ed,  to  that  fierceft  of  favages — man. 

Under  fiich  an  arrangement  of  things, 
without  a  place  where  *5  the  wicked  Jhould 

«4  s  Cor.  V.  »i.  */5  Job  iii.  \j. 
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ceafcfrcm  troubling^  and  where  the  weary 
could  be  at  rejl^  this  earth  would  be  the 
fcene,  not  of  temporary  difcipline,  but  of 
final  punilhment, — where,  and  where  on- 
ly, can  refide  immortality  and  fin* — ^But 
I  leave  this  topic  to  be  purfiied  by  your 
own  rcfleftions ;  and,  having  evinced  the 
necefiity  of  death,  proceed  to  confider  it  s 
nature* 

What  then  is  death  ?  It  \s  the  condu- 
fion  of  our  prefent  life  by  the  feparation 
of  the  foal  from  the  body. — ^It  is  the 
completion  of  our  period  of  trial. — ^It  is 
the  point  where  time  ends  and  eternity 
commences.  Each  of  thefe  views  of  it 
we  muft  contemplate,  in  order  to  afcer- 
tain  how  far  it  ought  to  be  dreadful  to 
us. 

Firfl,  then,  it  is  the  conclufion  of  cur 
prefent  life,  by  the  feparation  of  the  foul 
from  the  body. — The  avenue  which  leads 
to  death  is  planted  thick  with  horrors. — 
On  either  fide  are  difeafes  and  pain  in  all 

their 
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their  formidable  variety;  and  at  the  end 
of  the  perfpeftive  ftands  the  shadowy 
TERROR.-^His  undefined  ftiape  is  dimly 
feen  through  mills  which  magnify  as  they 
obfcure.  With  one  hand  he  calls  us  from 
the  warm  and  bufy  fcene  of  the  world;—- 
with  the  other  he  points  to  the  *^  la/nd 
where  all  things  are  forgotten  ;'^io  the 
worm,— <o  the  rottennefs  and  the  oblivioa 
of  the  grave. 

But  wherefore  is  the  fpeftre  thus  ap- 
pointed to  alarm?  Nothing  can  be  more 
bbvious  than  the  anfwer. — From  the  over- 
flowing of  his  goodnefs  the  Deity  having 
called  us  into  exiftence,  conftituted  us  free 
agents  to  entitle  us  to  reward.  But  left 
we  might  abufe  our  freedom  fo  far  as  to 
countera6l  his  eternal  purpofes,  and  per- 
veHely  tp  deftroy  any  part  of  that  fyftem 
which  his  wifdom  had  ordained;  He  hath 
placed  it,  in  fome  of  the  moft  effential 
refpedb,  under  the  controul  of  powerful 
inftin6ls ;  which  are  able,  in  a  gteat  dcr 

i^  Pfalm  bcxjcviii.  12. 
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gree,  to  correft  and  to  limit  it's  extrava- 
gancies^ 

As  with  one  of  thefe  inftinfts  he  hath 
infured  the  (continuance  of  the  fpecies;. 
with  others  he  hath  provided  for  the  fafe^ 
ty  and  obedience  of  the  individual.  Of 
the  latter,  the  principal  is  the  fear  of 
death ;  which  may  properly  be  called  th^ 
chcrvMm  '^  and  flaming  Jward  which  keep 
the  way  of  the  tree  of  life. 

But  however  neceflary  the  inftin£l^ 
more  is  to  be  apprehended  from  its  ex- 
cefs  than  from  its  deficiency,  and  the  bu* 
finefs  of  wifdom  is  not  with  perverted  in- 
genuity to  add  to  that  excefe,  but,  by 
examining  how  far  it  is  founded  on  rea- 
fon,  and  how  far  it  is  confident  with  reli-^ 
gion,  to  weaken  and  dimini&.it. 

What  is  it  then  that  we  dread  from  the 
conclufion  of  the  prefent  life?  Is  it  tol)e 

17  Gen.  iii.  24. 
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torn  For  ever  from  the  connexions  of  this 
world,  it's  relations,  and  it'«  friendChips? 

The  ties  of  focial  life,  k  muft  be  al- 
lowed, prefs  dofe  upon  the  heart:;  the 
wants  of  our  fituation  induce  thenecef- 
lity  of  mutual  afliflance ;  and  from  mu- 
tual afliAance  fpring  a  thoufand  charities 
which  cling  about  the  fouL  Certainly^ 
then,  to  be  torn  from  thefe  muft  be  a 
gainful  violence.  But  i^ligion  tells  us, 
that  we  are  to  fd  our  qffeEiions  on  things 
€Lbave,  7wt  on  things  *^  below; — that  v^  are 
grangers  *9  tmd  pilgrims  upon  the  ecnih; 
^and  that  cur  ^^  converfation  Jhould  be  in 
Hfm)enj  that  tetter  country  to  whkh  (he 
4direfts  ourcourfe. 

Were  we  however  permitted  to  doat  on 
Ike  "  fajhion  of  this  world  which  paffeth 
awoy^  what  certainty  is  there  that  the  at- 
tachments of  virtue,  which  commence  in 

18  Col.  111.  2.  »9  Heb.  xi.  13. 

•ao  Phil.  iii.  fto.  «»  1  Cor.  vii.  31. 
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this  ftate  of  being,  may  not  be  continued 
in  another?  or  that  the  righteous,  who 
have  aflbciated  together  in  their,  mortal 
condition^  may  not  again  meet  in  that 
great  •»  multitude  of  all  nations,  and  kin*- 
dred^  and  people^  and  tongues^  which  ftand 
before  the  Throne^  and  before  the  Lamb^ 
clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their 
hands. 

But  we  are  apprehenfive,  likewife,  of 
the  pang  which  is  to  releafe  the  foul  from 
the  body.  The  apprehenfion  is  not  only 
unwarranted,  but  coiltradi£led  by  reafbn. 
T/VTien  death  is  not  hurried  on  by  accident- 
or  ^xcefs,  it  is  merely  the  repofe  of  wea- 
ried nature, — the  termination  of  decay. 
It's  near  approach  is  ufually  covered  with 
infenfibility,  and  of  the  man  who  comes 
to  his  grave  in  a  full  age,  like  »3  as  ajkock 
of  com  Cometh  in^  in  his  feafon,  it  may 
with  propriety  be  faid  that  he  ^^fell  ajleep. 


«a  Rev.  vii.  9.  «3  Job -v.  26. 

•4  Afts  vik  6o» 
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Even  where  the  confummation  is  haften- 
ed  before  infirmity  gives  the  fignai  to  de- 
part, we  may  reafonably  fufpeft  that  the 
ftruggles,  which  are  lb  alarming  to  the 
beholder,  are  very  little  felt  by  the  expir- 
ing ; — as  it  is  certain  that  in  many  fpecies 
of  fits,  when  every  limb  is  ftretched  and 
harralTed  by  the  moft  frightful  fpafms,  the 
patient  himfelf  is  altogether  unconfcious 
of  paio. 

But  fliould  the  conflift  of  nature  with 
diflblution  in  fome  pofTible  cafes  be  fe- 
vere,  may  wje  not  hope  for  fupport  in 
the  trying  inftant  from  God,  ^^  who  is  our 
Jlrengthy  and  a  very  prefent  help  in 
tr&ubie;  and  who  pitieth  us  even  as  afa^ 
therpitieth  his  own  children  '^. 

When  we  are  ftruck  by  almoft  daily 
inftances  of  men,  who  impatient  under 
the  Sufferings  of  the  prefent  time^  which 
Are  but  for  a ''"  moment,  or  impelled  by 

«5  Pfalm  xlvi.  1.  a6  PfaUn  ciii.  13. 

.s7  Rom.  viii.  i8. 
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the  madnefs  of  caprice,  have  braved  all 
thefe  terrors ;  and,  daring  to  counteraft 
the  ftrongeft  inftinfts  of  their  natu^e^  fane- 
tioned  by  the  naoft  pofitive  commands  of 
the  facred  law,  have  ruftied,  with  hands 
imbrued  in  murder,  to  the  judgement-feat 
of  their  offended  God!  —  (hall  we,  the 
followers  of  the  blefled  Jefus,  who  is  the 
refurreElion  *®  and  the  life  ; — we,  who  be- 
ing jvflijied  '^  by  his  grace  are  made  heirs 
to  the  hope  of  eternal  glory  ; — (hall  we,  my 
brethren,  ftirink  from  the  light  affliftion, 
and  be  like  thofe  who,  through  fear  of 
dsflth^  zvere  all  their  lifetime  fubjeil  to  bon^ 
doge. 

But  death  is  more  than  the  divorce  of 
foul  and  body : — it  is  the  completion  of 
our  period  of  trial. 

I  am  now  addreffing  myfelf  to  Chrif 
tians.  To  perfons,  who  having  been  in- 
ftrufted  from  their  infancy  in  the  fublimc 

•8  John  xiltg.  89  Rom.  liK  24. 
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truths  of  revelatioBt  cannot  be  ignorant 
of  the  objefl  of  their  exiftence.  But 
were  I  addreflmg  myfelf  to  HfoUttns  of 
enlarged  and  cultivated  minds,  I  (hould 
fiill  aflert  that  human  life  is  a  period  of 
trial  More  than  one  of  the  fages  of  an-» 
tiquity  have  afferted  the  fame;  nor  can 
reafon,  indeed,  fuggeft  any  other  theory 
by  which  the  apparent  imperfefiions  of 
the  moral  fyftem  are  reconcileable  to  that 
goodnefs,  without  which  the  Great  Ru- 
ling Mind  cannot  be  conceived  to  exift. 
We  look  around  us,  and  lo!  there  is  one 
evmtf  indifferently  to  the  righteous  and  to 
the  3^  wicked.  Here  the  former  are  opprel^ 
fed,  there  the  latter  are  exalted.  Is  this 
the  work  of  the  Lord  our  God  who  is 
holy,  who^"^  is  Jet  in  the  throne  thatjudgetk 
right ; — all  whofe  works  are  done  in  truth? 
— ^Yes,  my  brethren,  it  is — for  humafi  life 
is  a  period  of  trial. 

We  are  fent  into  the  world  as  account- 
able creatures  for  the  purpofes  of  moral 

30  Ecclef.  ix.  2.  3*  Pfalm  ix.  4. 
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exercife  and  difcipline.  Here  it  is  that 
we  are  to  be  educated,  if  I  may  ufe  the 
expreflioa,  for  eternity, — ^Here  it  is  that 
our  vices  are  to  be  cori^ed,  and  our 
virtues  matured.  Here  it  is  that,  Ibme* 
times  aflayed  by  profperity,  and  fometimes 
refined  and  «*  chojen  in  tkejurnace  ofaffiic- 
tion,  we  are  with  fearful  pleafure  to  xvark 
tnU  our  ^fdvation. — And  for  all  this  im- 
portant bufinefe  is  afligned  the  fliort  inter* 
val  of  human  life,  the  concluding  cataf- 
trophe  of  which  is  death. 

By  him  then  who  is  not  only  in  profef* 
fion  but  in  deed  a  Chriftian,  who  heareth 
the  word  and  doeth  it^  is  death  to  b'edread- 
ed  ?  Moft  certainly  not.  For  fum  it  is  to 
meet  the  compktion  of  his  trial  with 
chearfulnefs ;  for  him  to  exclaim  with  St. 
Paul, — I  have  ^^ fought  the  good  fght^  I 
have  jinijhtd  my  courfe^  I  have  kept  the 
faiths  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 

3*  Ifai.  xlviU.  lo.  33  Phil.  ii.  is. 

J4  8  Tim.  iv.  7. 
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crown  of  righieoufnefs^  -which  the  Lord  the 
righteous  Judge  -will  give  me  at  that  da^^ 
and  Tvottome  ordy^  but  to  all  them  thai  lave 
his  appearing.       '  '      . 

Death  is  alfo  the  point  where  time  ends 
and  eternity  begins. 

l^ot  to  enter  into  thofe  metaphylical 
fubtleties  refpefting  the  different  eflenccs 
of  time  and  eternity,  with  which  fomc 
ingenious  men  have  amufed  and  con* 
founded  themfelves^  it  will  fuffice  for  our 
prefent  purpofe  to  confider  time  as  a  por- 
tion of  eternity,  or  eternity  as  an  infi* 
nitc  extenfion  of  time. 

We  ieam  from  the  facred  chronology, 
that  near  fix  thoufand  years  are  elapfed 
fince  the  creation  of  the  world  which  we 
inhabit.  During  this  long  flight  of  cen- 
turies, how  frequently  has  the  whole  race 
of  man  been  extinguifhed  and  renovated  t 
how  many  cities  built  and  deftroyed ;  how 
many  empires  founded  and  fubverted ; 

how 
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kcHT  many  revolutions  cficfted  even  in 
the  earth  itfelf! — ^Yet  this  duration  of 
time,  in  which  fo  many  generations  have 
Iprung  up  and  flitted  by ; — fo  many  cities 
been  raifed  and  overturned; — fo  many 
tnnpires  paffed  in  rt^gular  progrellion  from 
infancy  to  diffolution ; — fo  many  changes 
taken  place,  by  the  gradual  formation  of 
new  mountains  and  plains^  new  conti- 
nents and  oceans,  even  in  the  earth  itfelf; 
thb  duration,  I  fay,  is  but  a  point  too 
iwall  for  the  intelled  to  apprehend^  when 
compared  to  eternity. 

Would  you  endeavour  to  form  an  iwor 
perfcd  idea  of  what  no  finite  intelligence 
can  embrace,  to  the  fix  thoufand  add  as 
,mariy  millions  of  years ;  on  thefe  heap  as 
many  millions  of  ages ;  and  let  your  ima- 
gination climb  from  millions  to  millions* 
till  it  be  fatigued  with  its  fplendid  vanity. 
Towards  your  objeft,  after  all  your  ef- 
forts, you  will  not  be  advanced  one  fingle 
Hep.  For  all  the  millions  of  ages  whici 
you  have  heaped  together,  are  juft  as 

much 
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much  a  point  to  ^teniity,  as  the  age  of 
the  world,  the  life  of  man,  an  hour,  or  a 
moment. 

When  our  minds  are  thus  dilated  with 
the  greatnefs  of  eternity,  let  us  reflefl, 
my  brethren,  that  eternity  will  be  ours^ 
ihsA  it  may  be  happy  or  miferable  to  us, 
*5  the  day  of  gtace  li  improved  or  ne- 
glected :  and  that  deaths  which  clofes  this 
day  of  grace,  will  unbar  the  3«  everlqfizrig 
doors.  Let  us  enquire,  then^  whether  death 
is  to  be  dreaded. — ^By  them  who  wali  as 
children  of  light  ^^,  who  poflefs  that  faith. 
which  37  is  the  viBmy  that  overcometk  the 
zMrldf—<ertainly  nou  The  fervant  of 
righteoufnefs  will  exult  when  hours,  days 
andmpnths,  thofemeafuresof  his  earthly 
duration,  (hall  be  loft  in  the  great 
YEAR  OF  HEAVEN; — wheu  the ^^ Jim 
Jkall  be  no  more  his  light  by  day^  fidtker 
for  brigktnefs  Jhall  the  moon  give  light  un^ 


35  Pfalm  xxiv.  7.  3^  Ephef.  v.  8. 
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to  him;  but  the  LordJhaU  be  unto  him  an 
0uer lofting  lights  and  his  God  his  glory. — 
When  feeure  in  his  exiftence^  and  his 
happinefs,  he  (hall  not  only  fee  ^  39  nexv 
heaven  and  a  new  earthy  when  the  firft 
heaven  and  thtfirji  earth,  and  all  the  for- 
mer things  are  paffed  away— hut  poflibly, 
in  the  depths  of  eternity  behold  fuccef- 
five  fyllems  iffuing  from  the  bofom  of 
the  Deity,  to  difplay  their  Creators  be- 
neficence, and  to  be  vocal  with  his  praife* 

But  the  limits  of  my  difcourfe,  forbid- 
ding the  farther  indulgence  of  thefe  lofty 
refleftions,  oblige  me  to  recall  your  at- 
tention to  the  general  confequences  of 
all  that  has  been  advanced.     And  thefe, 

my  brethren,  are  important  indeed ! 

« 

If  it  is  appointed  untom^en  once  to  die^—' 
if  death  not  only  breaks  *^  q^  the  purpo/es 
of  the  prefent  life^  and  the  thoughts  of  the 
hearty  but  accomplifties  our  period  of  trial, 
and  refigns  us  to  eternity — if  in  aU  thefc 

.    89  Rev.  xxi.  L  io  Job  xvii.  ti. 
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\kws  the  awful  confummation  is  met  with 
chearfulnefs,  and  in  fame  encountered  even 
with  triumph  by  the  righteous; — ^what 
eflimate  ought  we  to  form  of  life,  of 
death,  of  righteotifnefs  ? — Is  this  the  life 
which  we  have  wafted  in  frivolous,  or  in 
criminal  purfuits? — ^This  the  D£ath, 
which  in  the  hour  of  health  we  have  pu(h« 
ed  from  our  thoughts,  and  trembled  at 
in  the  hour  of  ficknefs? — This  the  righ- 
teousness, which  if  we  have  not  ridicu- 
led, we  have  defpifed ; — ^if  we  have  not 
defpifed,  we  have  neglefted? 

There  ^*  was  a  garden  and  in  the  garden 
a  new  fepulchre. — ^The  ftate  of  man  in  it's 
bell  condition  refembles  fuch  a  garden,—-^ 
Cultivated  by  the  hands  of  induftry  and 
flull,  it  may  produce  many  tranjietd^  and 
fome  abiding  plants. — ^It  may  boaft  of  the 
fragrance  of  it's  flowers,  or  of  the  racineft 
of  it's  fruits.  But  when  it  s  eulogy  is  to 
come  from  the  mouth  of  heaveni-y  wis- 

It  John  xix.  41. 
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d6m«  it's  flowers  and  it's  firuits  are  pai&d 
over  as  unworthy  of  notice,  and  it  is  only 
recorded  that  there  is  in  it  only  a  sspuli* 

CHRE. 

Ail  the  virtues  and  the  true  ornaments 
of  life  derive  their  value  from  the  gloomy 
neighbourhood* — Our  corrupt  pa(Iion$« 
our  miilaken  pride^  our  falfe  hopes^  and 
ill-dire&ed  wiflies,  perifh  under  the  (hade 
of  the  grave^ — But  there  flouri(h  tha/i 
nd/hes  which  lean  on  heaven, — thqfe  hopes 
which  lay  **  hold  on  eternal  lifei-^ihaa 
pride  which  glorieth  *3  in  the  crofs  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chriji;  thofe  paffions  whofe 
objefl  is  the  love  of  order,  of  ourlpecies, 
and  of  our  God, 

Before  the  dawn  of  the  Gofpel,  when 
the  nations  -walked  ^^  in  the  region  andjkd- 
daw  of  death,  it  was  the  diflate  of  wifdoa 
by  every  artifice  to  avoid  the  aimcipaticm 


42  1  Tim.  vi.  12.  43  Gal.  vu  14, 

44  Ifai.  ix.  fi. 
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of  that  event,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
thofe  unhappy  times,  was  to  ratify  the 
exceffes  of  vice,  and  to  tiirn  virtue  to  a 
jefL  •    '    ;   '•        •     '■ 

But  very  different,  my  brethren,  li  oOf 
fituation,  whom  the  *«  God'  of  grace  hatfi 
called  unto  his  eterrud  glory  by  Chrijijefus. 
We  fhould  always  recollefl,  thai;  it  is  ap^ 
pointed  unto  men  once  to  die;  and  frbin 
the  recolleflion,  \»^hich  Vais  fufficient  to' 
bvercaft  the  Heathen  world  with  horror,^ 
we  fliall  derive  not  6nly  the  fedurity  and 
improvement  of  bur  integtity,  but  a  relifli' 
alfo  of  life,  Abt  inconliftent  with  it's  bufi- 
heft,  it's  duties^,  and  it's  fecreatiohs.  Even 
to  the  ^  koufe  qf/eafting  fiiould  this  re- 
colle6lion  be  introduced.  In  Ihe  dang^i'^ 
of  that  fcene  it  will'guard  the  ^'' hearty  outf 
of  which  are  iheUJues '  of  life.  Arid '  if  ir 
fliould  banifh  that  flufli  of  fpirits,  which 
may  there  prevail,  it  will  fubftitute  in  its 

45  1  Pet  V.  10.  4^fEc9lcn  yii^jB. 

43t.Rt)v.  iv.  23. 
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room  a  calm  and  Ready  chearfuldefs, 
which  win  beat  healthy  mufic  in  the  ^ulfe, 
and  invigorate  the  foul  when  the  *•  mirth 
of  fools  Jhall  end  in  heauinefs^  and  that 
laughter  which  is  mad  be  fucceeded  by 
forrow  of  thelieart. 

If  what  has  been  faid  fhbuld  fail  of 
bringing  convidion  to  your  bofoms : — ^if 
ye  {hould  ftill  fay,  it  is  good  ^^for  us  to  be 
here; — if  you  fhould  ftill  meditate  to 
build  lafting  tabernacles  on  the  uncer- 
tainty of  life,  reprelent  to  yourfdves  the 

BLESSED    SAVIOUR    OF  MANKIND,  as  he 

once  appeared  upon  earth,  with  all  the 
beamings  of  the  Godhead,  through  the 
veil  5^  of  the  jlejh; — ^with  that  counte- 
nance, and  that  voice  of  Heaven  inviting 
you  to  depart  from  a  world  where  ye  are 
but  5*  fojoumers  ; — ^imploring  you  to  he 
reconciled  «•  to  God; — riay  with  tears, 
fuch  as  he  once  Ihed  over  Jeru(alem» 

48  Prov.  xiv.  13,  49  Matt.  xvK.  4. 

^o  Heb.  X.  so.  51  Pfalm  xxxix.  tt. 


6*  A  Cor.  V.  20. 
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pn^g,  thatye^^zocyfildk^^  kqfiin 
this  your  day^  the  things  which  belong  unto 
yotfir  peace.  Nor,  beloved!  is  this  the 
p^intipg  of  fancy.  The  eye  of  faith 
will  always  /ee  him  «*  that  is  inmfibley-^ 
and  the  tongue  of  awsJcened  reafon  will 

,  alwfiys  lay  with  the  Patriarch,  furelythc 

.  L«rd  ^^  is  in  this  place. 

But  in  the  facred  oracles,  the  word 
WHO 5^ IS  God!  Jives  and  fpeaks  to  the 
the  fenfes.  There,  with  the  aieftion  apd 
authority  of  a  parent,  he  tells  us  that  the 
time  57  isjhort,  that  the  night  «^  Cometh^  in 
which  np^  man  can  worL  That  this  is  the 
.  accepted  ^9  time^  and  this  the  day  offdva^ 
lion.  There  he  exhorteth  the  young  ^  to 
he  [pber-winded  and  vigilant,  not  to  boaft 
tl^emielves  of  to-morrow,  fjor  they  krum 
m^  the  day  ^*  of  their  death.    There  he 

$3  Luke  xix.  42.  54  Heb,  xi.  s/. 

H  Gen.  xxviii.  i6.  5^  Johh  L  u 

.    61  X  Cor.  vii.  ^9^  $^  John  ix.  4. 

69  %  Cor.  vi«  8.  ^  Tit.  ii«  6. 


^1  Gou  xxvii.  fi. 
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admpniflies  the  old  to  feck  Him  ^*  wkiti^ 
he  may  be  found;— \o  repent — ^for  with 
them  the  kingdom ^^  of^  Heaven  is  at  hand.. 
— ^There  he  bids  the  prpfperous  to  rejoice, 
as  ^4  though  4h&y  rejoiced  mi: — ^^e.  poor, 
and  diftreffed  to  be  as  having  ^^  nothings 
and  yet  pojfefjing  all  things : — ^there  he 
threatens,  th^s  pbftinate  vith  that  day  in 
which  he  will  judge  ^  the  world  xdth  righ- 
teaufnef;sr-'''[\^rt,  hp  promifesto  thofe^ 
who  have  waited  forhis  falvation,  that. 
his  prefencefhaU  go  ^^  with  thcpit.  and  thai 
he  zdU  give  them  refi.    ^    , 

Yes,  BLESSED  Lord!  Tno^j  haft  the 
words  *^  of  eternal  Life. — Sepd  down  upon, 
us  THY  HOLY  SpiRiT,  that  l^is .influence 
may  direft  them  to  our  hes^rts-rHthat  we ; 
may  come  to.  thy  table,  and  ih&t  keep^- 
the  ^feaft  with  the  unleavened  bread  qfjlnr 
cerity  and  truth;— Ak^y^t  ja^y  be  raifed. 

«•  Matt.  VII.  7.    If,lvr6.  "'  ^3  N&u.iu.  2; 

64  iCor.  vii.  301  6^.2  Cor.  vi.  10. 
«6  Afitxviu  31.                      67  Exod.  xxxiii.  14. 

65  John  vi.  68.  69  1  Cor.  v.  «.    ' 
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above  Hie  allurements  of  this  life,  which 
IS  even  as  ^^  d  vapour^  that  appearethfor  a 
little  while 9  and  then  vanifluth  away  i-^ 
that  we  mdcyforun  ^*  that  we 'may  obtiii^; 
^— that  thus— when'the  time  cometh  when 
it  is  appointed  unto  us  to  die,  we  may  re/l 
upon  tlw^*  rock  ofotcrjahation; — ^we  may 
to  an  f^  our  way  rejoicing. — ^And,  as  we 
tnttx  on  THY  PEACE,  we  may  at  length 
be  made  fenfible  how  mucli  better  7s  is 

THE  DAY  OF  DEATH  tO  THE  RIGHTE- 
OUS THAN  THE  DAY  OF  HIS  BIRTH, 

,  r>  James  iv.  14.  1^  1  Cor.  ix.  4. 

.  7«  Deat.xx^.  15,  Pfa.  Ixxxix.  26. 
-    >3  AQs  viji.  39.  74  Ecclef.  vii.  i. 
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Oh  Human  Difcontcnt;   or,  the 
Duty  of  Submilfion  to  God. 


Romans  IX.  2a 

NAY  BUT,  O  MAN.  WHO  ART  THOU  THAT 
REPLIEST  AGAINST  GOD!  SHALL  THE 
THING  FORMED  SAY  TO  HIM  THAT 
FORMED  IT,  WHY  HAST  THOU  MADlE 
ME  THUS? 

IN  the  beginning  of  the  chapter  from 
which  thefe  words  are  taken  the  Ape- 
(Ue,  with  his  chara£lerifiic  warmth  and 
boldnels,  exprefles  the  greatnefs  of  his 
concern  for  his  countrymen  the  Jews. — 
/  could  wjjh  (he  fays)  ihM  my/elf  xocre 
accurfedfrom  Chrijl  for  my  brethren,  my 
kififmcn  according  to  the  JU/h* 

Their 
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Their ,  condition  was  indeed  ftjriking, 
and  deplorable. — ^For  a  long  feries  of  ages 
they  had  been  the  peculiar  people  of 
God.  Separated  for  the  purpofe  of  pre- 
ferying  the  purity  of  his  worfhip  amidft 
the  fuperilitions  of  a  dark  and  corrupted 
world;  they  were  governed  by  his  laws; 
enlightened  by  his  oracles;  encouraged 
by  his  promifes;  and  honoured  even  with 
the  fenfible  manifeftation  of  his  glory  re- 
fident  in  their  temple.  Theirs  (in  the 
Apoftle's  language)  was  the  adoption,  and 
the  glory^  (or  the  shechinah)  andthc  co- 
vcnant,  and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the 
fcrvice  of  God,  and  the  promifes.— Theirs 
alfo  -mere  the  Fathers;  and  of  them  as  con- 
cerning theJUJh  Chriji  came. 

But  for  all  thefe  illuftrious  diftinAions 
their  returns  had  been  far  from  grateful. 
Before  the  Babylonifli  captivity,  neither 
the  threatenings  of  their  prophets,  nor 
the  infli^on  of  temporal  evils,  nor  the 
bright  difplay  of  Deity  itfelf,  could  re- 
train them  from  falling,  with  an  unac* 
£  4  countable 
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countable  pervcrfenefs,  into  the  fottiflitiefs 
o£idolatry .  From  this  indeed  they  were  ef^ 
feftually  reclaimed  by  the  fevere  leflbn  of  a 
^venty  years  fervjtude  j  nor  did  they,  ever 
dfter  the  perl6d  of  their  return  to  their  cbun- 
try,  wanderfrom  the  worfliip  of  the  One  God. 
Biit  the  hottiage  whifeh  they  paid  him  Was' 
of  little  wojth^.,  For  whilft  ,they  rigifily 
adhered  to  the  ceremonial^  they  almofl  to- 
tally difregarded^e  maviol  law :  and  were 
fenfelefs  enough  to  think,  that  He\who 
Jitteth  on  ifk  throne  of  his  hdi/aefs  would 
be.  fati&fied  with  a  religion  that  obeyed  hi&, 
ordinances  with  her  harids,  and  drew  nigh, 
to « him  with  her  lips^  whiljl  her  heart  was 
far  from  him.       '        *      '  ' 

^When,  therc^fore,  jthe  Saviour, of  thcv 
w^rld  took  upon  hinj  our  nature,  he  cam^ 
to  a  grofs  and  depraved  people,  whofe^ 
fenfual  expectations  were  not  to  be  fatis-^ 
fjed  with  a  MefHah,  whq  profefled  that 
h^  kingdom  3  was  not  of.  this  rvorld.    The 

.  »  PfcJmxlvii.  8i    *  •  Ifaii  xxix,  13,  • 

;  %  John  xyiii.  36.  ^ 

Lord 
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JLotd  of  life  did  not  reveaV  himfelf  in  a 
^orm  which  they  approved.— They  clofed 
their  eyes,  there&?re,  ag?dnft  .the  broad 
blaze  of  prophetic  light,  whole  every  ray. 
centered  in  Jefus;  and  refufed  to  admit 
their  heaven-anointed  Sovereign.— ^ Nay, 
they  cxch^inged ,  him, for  a  .njurdjefer, .  and 
gave  hina  up  ^o  a  cruel,  and  ignpminious^ 
death. 

,  This  was  the  conrumm?ttion,  of  ^their, 
iniquity.    Their  day  of  grace  was  now 
Qver.   The  Spirit  ^.ofGo^  wovid  na  longer 
Jtrivc  zjoitk  tfufh.    Their  privileges .  werev 
taken  from  them  and  conferred  on  the 
Gentiles,  whom  they  defpifed.  The  fword. 
of  deftruftion,  ji^ft  ready  to  fall,  .was  fuf-* 
pended  over  their  heads  'w — and  the  period, 
of  their  final  diiperCon  was  at  hand,  when^ 
by  the  fingt}la,rity  *>f  their  puniftimenti^. 
they  were  doomed  to  fupply  one  unan-t 
fwerable  argument  for  the  divinity  of  that^ 
ifiiflion  which  tbey  had  jrejefted, 

4  Gen.  vi.  3. 
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From  the  commirerati^i  of  this^  cal^a|tu<^. 
tons  flate  of  his  countrymen^  the  ApoQIe 
pioceeds  ta  anfwer  that  charge  of  injur* 
tice  and  capricioulhefs^  to  wluch^  hy  the 
igefticm  of  that  people  whom  it  had  for-* 
noerly  chofen.  Providence  feemed  to  be 
expofed.  As  addreffed  tp  the  Jews,  the- 
vkidication  i&  partly  founded  on  circum« 
fiances  of  the  Jewifh  hiftory,  but  it*s  fpirit, 
of  a  more  general  nature,  is  derived  from 
the  littlenefs  of  man  contrafted  with  the 
greatnefs  of  God;  from  the  fovereign  right 
of  the  Creator  to  difpofe,  and  the  utter 
incapacity  of  the  creature  tx>  judge* 

There  may  be  apparent  inequalities  in 
the  divine  difpenfations ;  but  who  art  thou 
whofe  comprehenfion  affe£b  to  embrace; 
the  mighty  fcheme  of  Deity,  and  to  in* 
yolve  it  with  all  it's  relations?  Art  thou 
not  Tnan — that  thing  whole  habitation  is 
a  point  of  fpace ;  whofe  intelled  is  im* 
prifoned  in  matter;  whofe  judgement  is 
the  fool  of  paffion  ?  And  doft  thou  pre- 
tend to  conviCl  Infinite  Wifdom  of  int- 

perfe6lion. 
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perfeftion;  at  Eternal  Jafiice  of  imrigir^ 
teKniifiids?  Omnipotence,  it  is  allowed 
imglft:  haV&  inHd^  dieef  othenrife  tbaii  thou 
art;  with  left  iilfitmity; — ^larger  powers; 
and  faculties  of  a  wider  range.  But  tfaou 
waft  taken  but  yefterday  from  the  duft; — 
thbu  Udl  rciceived  frotfl  the  divine  bounty 
eXifteiice,  reafbn,  freedom,  the  means  of 
atfcompliffiing  with  fuccefe  thy  trial  upon 
earth,  and  of  opening  by  thy  endeavotirsr 
tKs  ^  edirlq/iing  doors  of  Heaven.  When 
He  has  already  given  thee  fo  much,  is  thy 
gracious  Benefaftor  to  be  arraigned  for 
not  giving  thee  more?  Accountable  to 
irohe  for  the  cfifpofal  of  what  was  abfo- 
iutefy  Iris  own*,  die  Divine  Workmas- 
TER  shSght,  without  injuftice,  have  made 
thee  fcfe,  pr  have  placed  thee  lower.  It 
Was  Hrs  to  complete  the  beauteous  va* 
iitty  and  fnbordination  of  being,  in  the 
manrter  bcfft  ftiited  to  his  own  great 
IDEA*  Every  hiodc  of  exiftence  pro* 
Ceedcd  from  his  love,  and  thine  is  par- 

^ticularly 
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ticiilarly  expreflive  df  its  heavenly  oHgU 
jial.  To  acquiefce  therefore  in  what  thoU 
can'ft  not  underftand,  is  thy  traeft  wif^ 
dom :;  to  be  thankful  for  whatf  thpu  haft 
received,  thy  ftrongeft  duty,^ 

/  This  is  the  lair  corillruftion  of  the  rea^ 
foning  fo  admii^bly  compreffed  into  the 
narrow  compafs  of  the  text ;  wiy  but,  O 
man,  who  ^rt  thou -that  replujl  againfi 
God?  Shall  the  thing  formed  fc^  to  hirrt 
that  formed  -  it^  Why  ho^  thou  made  mt 
thuf?    '  .  t      '. 

Whether  the  Apoftle's  argument  be  al- 
together reftrifted^toi  the^difpejpfations  of 
the  fupreme  Governor,  as  they  regard 
man  in  his  aggregate  capacity,  whenco^ 
k3ed  into  comnuiniMes ;  or  whether  it 
may  be  in  part  applicable  to  the  fame  dif- 
penfations,  as  they  afFeft  die  deftination 
pf  individual  man,  it  is  not  our  prefent 
yurpofe  to  enquire.  Let  it  only  be  re* 
parked,  that  while  the  ^i^rm^  pofition 
Jb^  been  fupported  by  the  ableft  com^ 

ipentatofsp 
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toentators^  the  latter  has  fopplied  a  large 
divifion  of  Cliriftian^.with  their  dark  and, 
dangexous;  do^irinQoC^eleftion  and  repro- 
bation.     . 

In  unfolding  the  ;clofenefs  of  the  text,, 
iny  objeCl  has  beep  to  ajiapt  it  to  the  pur- 
pojfes  of  general  inftru£iioni  by  givihg, 
to  it  the  largeft  i^eaning  of  which  it  was. 
fpfceptible*     To  hufli  the  muripiMFs  ,ofj 
}^umsu)|ngramude;-;:--tQ,eyiQce  the  folly, 
as  well  as  the  unreafonablenefs  of  reply- 
ing againfi  God ;— rand  to.  inculc^e  fub- 
iQiflion,^  where  knowledge  is  itnattaipable, . 
(hall  be  the  aim  of  the  following  dif- 
courfe. .         .; 

^  Wherever  we  direft,  our  view  and  fipd 
man,  we  find  complaint. — ^And  this  planet 
whiqh  ought  to  be  an  altar  breathing  to 
Heaven  the  ftsreet  favour  of  thankfgiv-  . 
ing,  is  ever  offending  it's  benevolent: 
Creator  with  the  vapours  of  cenfure  and 
accufetion..  The  caufes  of  this  melan- 
choly truth  may  be  divided  into  general 
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.  wd  particular^  ^  they^  are  pcitoultd  lo 
th^Jpeeics^  or  confined,  to  the  dndilddual. 

'  Oftheifirft  clafst  that. law. of .ouc nature 
which  enforces  deatiI  is  the  principal* 

-  E^ery  age  has*  heard  it  lamented  that 
^virtue  and  vice ;  wifdom^andfolly ;  know- 
ledge (Mid  iffoorance ;  after  a  (hort  watch 
upon^earth^  ihouldfleep  aUkeinthe  duft. 
'  Among  the  Heathen^  not  only  the  vain- 
glorious Monarch  (^i)whawept  on  the 
reflt3ion«  that  of  all  his  mighty  hoft,  not 
-one  would  furvive  the  flight  of  a^ntury ; 
but  more  corred;  and  elevated  minds, 
moralifls  and  philolbj^rs,  have  bewailed 
the  inevitable  extremity.. 

Some  indeed  were  guided  by  the  light 
of  nature  to  a  diftant  proipe£l  of  immor- 
tality. To  thofe  who  applied  their  minds 
with  attention  to  the  fubjefl^  it  was  ob- 
yious  that  the  principle  which  ftrceives, 
and  abftraSts,  and  compares^  and  deter-- 
mines;  could  bear  no  affinity  to  exten/lon, 

(a)  Xerxes. 
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or  figure,  or  fi>lidity,  or  ahy  of  xht  pio- 
perties  of  matter.  A»  it  itras  Bot  material, 
it  could  not  be  difloFuble  like  matter; 
ttnd  muft  therefore  be  pcfiTeffed  of  inde- 
pendent exiftence*  Death  then  might  be 
a  chimge  x>ftly,  and  not  ani&xtin6tion  of 
bdng.  This  was  the  argument  of^  unin- 
fttuBed  reafon.  But  the  hope  which  it 
fbggefted  was  too  languid^  and  too  in« 
difiind  to  compenfate  for  the  warm  amd 
palpable  endearments  of  life. 

Even  to  his  chofen  people,  the  Deity 
Vas  not  pleafed  to  make  fuch  a  full  dif- 
dofure  of  man's  deftination,  as  was  fiiffi- 
cient  to  reconcile  him  to  the  gloom  of 
chfiblution.  The  patriarchs  and  prophets 
are  frequent  and  kmd  in  their  lamenta* 
tions,  that  man  s  is  like  a  thing  of  nought; 
that  he  is  dtogether  ^  vanity; — that  heco- 
metk  ^  forth  hike  a  flower,  and  is  cut  dawn; 
-*Hhat  he  is  even  a  tmid  ^  that  paffeth 


€  Pfahn  cxliv.  4,  ^  Pfolm  xxxix.  5. 

S  Job  juv.  a.  9  Bfiilm  lxxviii>  39. 


dXMy, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


a<J  SERMON      til. 

aa>^,  and  conuth  not  again; — that'  fii 

fieOk  alfoUkea  ^"Jtutdorm  ;— and  that  iiurc 

is  ntiiiur  worh  nor  deviccy  rart  knowledge,' 

nor  xin/dom  in  the /dace'W^thcr-he  goeth  *>*. 

\  But  the  radiance  of  die  Gdfpd  diffipa-' 
fed  the  darknefs  which  huog  over  futu- 
rity.   Tfufun  of  righteoufnefs  arofe  with' 
healing  on-  his  "  zoings,  and*by  revealing 
diftinfUy  to  the  eye  of  faith  a  building  of 
Qodt '»  a  h<ntp!  ^^  '"f'M^  ^^^  hands  eUr- 
wd  in  theHeaxfensyaTpiptaScd  that^inxious 
flutter  of  the  heart  wi&  which  man  re- 
garded the  elofe  of  his  mortality.    If  be- 
fore it  was  weak  to  repine  at  a  confum-' 
. mation  which  could  not  be  avoided;  it 
now  was  unreafonable  and  unthankful  ,to 
repine  at  one  which  o^;ght  to  be  defired. 
•iCo  the  Chrijlian  death,  is  the  compfetion 
of  his  warfare.— The  goal  where  angels 
attend  to  crown  hisf  fuccefsful  race :— <he 
paiTage  which  leads  from  this  vale  oCiears 


y 


»«>  Job  xiiru  B,.  .    .      ,u  Ecdef.  ix.'io* 
>«  Mala.  iv.  8.  ««  «  Cot.  v.  t. 
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to  tkif:  hetUfr  *f  etwittry,  wkere  there  is 

But  the  dread  of  death  is  clofely  inter* 
wo^^  ^th  otu'conftitiition. — ^It  is;->-aiid 
fixr  the  wfeft  porpofes.  Heafon^  ho^pcver, 
is  abl^  td  coououl  the  poMrerful  indkift* 
KoA  Faiti  to  overcome  it. 

Ani:the  ilru^Ies  of  departure  very-  ter* 
rible?  It  is  probable  that  they  are  the 
tteve  bu(^>ears  of  fanc)pr-Or  if  the^  be 
fomething  more,  it  is  certain  that,  fliort 
in  proportion  as  they  are  fevere ;  and  in- 
trodoSoiy  to  a  never-ending  exifience, 
they  ar^  .nrhoUy  unworthy  of  our  appre- 
henfioB. 

Is  the  thought  of  feparation  from  friends 
affixing?  The  feparadon  may  not  be  final. 
Virtuous  fiiendlhips  begun  in  this  land  of 
(hadowsy^may  be  continued  in  the  land  of 

» 

*«  H«fc,  tt  a6f  *«  Rev.  xxL  4. 
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realities.  Or  a.  new-  condition  ofb^ing^ 
by  inducii^  new  duties^  may:  render  diofe 
intercourfes  as  difregarded  as  unnece(3> 
fary. 

Under  theGofpel  revelation^  thef6ft»e; 
to  murmur  at  the  difpenfation  of'  dfcath 
mufi  argue  a  ftrange  defe£l  in  faith; 'W  itt 
conduft.  When  we  hear  a  voice  ^^^frcm 
Heaven  faying^  Blejfed  are  the  dead  which 
die'im  the  Lor d^  it. ikuii  furely  beburdwn 
fault,  if  the  da/  (f  owr  death  he  mtmuch 
more  *7  to  he  fraifed  than  the  da^  of  <ncr 
birth.  ':.  '•  :: 

,-  Thatv  this  life  muft  conctude^  is  "one 
4wtk  q£  frivoldusL  cxanplaint  ;-^-diat  it 
muii /oon  conclude  is  another.-r^-Before 
the  human  intelleft  has  made  any  confi* 
,<te»ble  progrcfs  towards  it's  poffible  at- 
taiift»eM^^when:it  has  grafped  only  a 
fm^H  portion  of  that  excellciicae; which  it 
has  in.  view,,  it's  career  is  ipvidioufly  ar* 

16  Rev..xiv.  I3r  .  17  Ecc&f.  vii..  nJ' 
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liiefled  by  death.  For  man  can  only  juft 
look  about  him,  and  lo  his  dajts  are  pafi^ 
his  purpofes  ^^  are  broken  qff^  even  the 
thoughts  of  his  hearU 

But  the  duration  of  man's  life  is  ade-^ 
qukte  to  it »  great  objefts.  If  the  inter- 
val between  iilfandy^apd  age  be  occupied 
by  honejfl  induftry,  thofc  virtues  may  be 
induced,  and  the  rudiments  of  that  know- 
ledge acquired,  which  in  a  more  favoiuv 
aUe  ftate  of  things  may  climb  to  perfec- 
tion* So  far  as  the  interefts  of  the  com* 
tnunity  are  concerned,  the  growth  of  fci- 
ence  may,  perhaps,  be  more  happily  ad- 
vanced by  the  eflFortfi  of  many  and  fu^- 
ccffive  minds,  than  it  could  be  by  the 
long-continued  ftrain  of  one,  or  of  few. 

.When  the  new-fdrmed  earth  was  to  be 

.peopled  andfubdued;   the  firft  arts  of 

rude,  fociety  tobe  difcovered;  and  the 

.  moft  important  truths  to  be  prcferved  by 

»^  Job  xvii.  II.        .  , 
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tradition,  an  extraordinary  longevity*  (eenh 
ed  to  be  neceflary  ;*^-«and  k  was  grantcdr 
But  wkh  the  necefiity  it  ceafed.  And 
who  i»  he  that  bewaik  the  contrafled 
term  which  has  fnccecded  to  it  ? — h  it  the 
legiflator  or  the  fage,  whofe  exertions  for 
the  welfare^  of  thp  dignity  of  their  fpe- 
cics,  are  defeated  by  it?  Ko*— Thefe 
fublime  (jpirits,  with  a,  feeling  of  iatifified 
duty,  confide  their  labours  to  the  eflfici- 
ency  of  a  good  Providence ;  and»  refpe£l' 
ing  themfelvea,^  are  alTured  that  the  buds 
of  virtue  and  of  intelled  will  expand  in- 
to bloflbms,  and  ripen  into  fruits  bentatb 
the  indalgency  of  happier  fldes^  Is  it  the 
righteous^  or  the  pupti  of  heavenly  wif^ 
dom>  whot^  with  a  facred  avarice  of  timcg^ 
feize  upon  each  inflant,  and  give  it  to 
improTcment? — Na;  to  thefe  who  have 
thus  cAq/en  thai » goodpart^  the  period  of 
mortality  is  a6luaUy  extended.  P^flefled 
of  the  true  eftimate  of  life,  they  arc  fen- 
fible,  that  although  it  be  far  abmre  theii 

9  Luke  X.  42. 
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contempt,  it  is  yet  unworthy  of  their  at- 
tachment: and  if  their  gracious  Parent  is 
pleafed  to  confider  iC&  term  as  firfficient 
for  trials  they  are  feelingly  convinced  that 
it  is  fiifficiem  &>r  mjoymenL 

Who  is  it  then  that,  favoured  with  ^ 
^loricus  Go/pel  ***  ^  the  hlefftd  God^  re- 
proache«  his  Creator  lor  maJcing  his  life 
fis  it  zntre  a  Jpan  iovg? — ^It  ts  the  worldly 
minded,  and  the  wicked,  whole  proje£ls 
of  criminal  «s;ggcandifement  are  diicon- 
certed  by  the  rapid  ^vance  of  deaths 
and  wkoji  expeStaUons  are  to  perifli  in  the 
grave  ^\    It  is  the  thoughtlefs  and  the  li- 
centious,  whpt  (miierable  error!)  deent 
the  great  bufinefs  of  man  to  be  amufe- 
ment ;  and  who  complain  with  inconiif- 
tent  propriety,  if  I  may  hazard  the  ex- 
pftffion,  of  the  tedioufnefs  of  hours,  and 
of  the  fleetnefs  of  life. 

That  the  mifchiefs  of  the  former  un- 
happy clafs  of  mortals  (houldbe  r^rain- 

20  t  Tim.  i.  11.  «»  Prov.  x»  2«. 
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cd  by  an  efFeflual  controul,  cannot  cer- 
tainly be  the  fubjeft  of  reafonable  regret. 
And  to  the  latter ^  even  the  ftretch  of 
Antedeluvian  exiftence  would  be  Abort 
and  unavailing.  With  days, — years,— 
ages  unnoticed  or  unimproved,  it's  con- 
clufion  would  rufti  upon  them  fuddenly, 
and  furprife  them  unprepared  for  the 
alarming  change.  —  With  reference  to 
eternity,  or  to  the  man,  a  thoufand  years 
would  be  no  more  than  the  three-fcorc 
and  ten  which  are  at  prefent  indulged. 

We  now  come  to  a  caufe  of  complaint 
which  feems  to  be  more  entitled  to  atten^ 
tion  and  inveftigatSon ;  the  days  of  •■  the 
years  of  human  life  are  not  only  few ^  but 
they  are  likewife  evil. 

The  faft  refts  upon  the  teftimony^of 
all  ages;  and  cannot  be  controverted. — 
The  annals  of  the  world  are  but  a  regit 
ter  of  tlie  follies,  the  crimes,  and  the  ca- 

•»  Ccn.  xlvii.  9.  , 
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kmities.ofman.  And.our  own  cjjferya- 
tion  a(forts  us,  ;that  the-  pifture  of  private 
life  is  not  lefs  deeply  tinged  than,  that 
which  darkens  the  page  of  the  hiftorian. 
Whenever  we  turn,  the  groan  preffes  full 
upmi.the  ear.  Somc^  rational  expe£lation 
of  happlnefs  difappointed ; — fome  charity 
which /grew  to  the  heart  torn  away.; — - 
fome  innocent. gratification  deftroyed  by 
the  ravage  of  natural  or  moral  evil,  pours 
out  it  s  Unavailing  lamentation* 

To  dwell  on  the  detail  of  all  thofe  ills 
that  Qelh  is  heir  to,  and  which  cpQfirm 
the  alfeiiti^n  of  Job,  that  man  *3  is  bam 
to  tv(yubU.as  thei/pwks  fy  upwards  wOuId 
be  a  melancholy,  and,  at  prefent,  afu- 
perfluous  talk. 

Even  without  pqfitive  mifery  man  caji*- 
not  be  happy.      When  favoured  with 
every  advantage,  he  flies  from  the  ;&ri^^ 
to  ihi^ future;  from  acqudfitianto  pur/iiit, 

«3  Job  V.  7. 
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and  his  enjoyment  is  nothing  but  die 
alternation  of  mortified  and  excited 
hope. 

May  not  therefore  the  thing/armed /ay 
to  him  that  formed  iU  Why  hufitkou  mad^ 
me  thus9  I  aiked  thee  not  for  eadftence. 
Why  then  didtl  thou  obtrude  it,  if  it 
rouft  be  followed  by  afflidion?  Crea- 
tion) it  is  pretended,  is  the  wor]|:ofiove<. 
Why  then  am  I  placed  in  a  world  wfaieh 
brings  forth  only  thorns  and  thiftles? — 
Why  gifted  with  eyes  looking  afore  and 
after,  when  the  retrofpe£l  is  mifery,  and 
the  profpe£l  difappoimmentp  The  Ipdls 
of  hope,  indeed,  may  fometimes  raife 
a  palace  to  cheat  our  &tigue,  but  reflec- 
tion quickly  diflblves  the  fhadoWy  fabric: 
and  we  find  ourfelvcs  ftill  upon  the  blaft* 
ed  defert,  or  in  the  howling  wildernefs. 

Ceafe,  wretch !  forbear  the  frantic  ex- 
poftulation.  It  is  ignorance, — ingratitude, 
— ^impiety. — Go  to  reason; — flie  will 
tell  thee,  for  (he  has  told  many,  that  this 

life 
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life  is  not  the  completion  of  thy  bdng;--« 
Aat  it  is  th«  period  only  when  thy  obe* 
dience  i$  to  be  afceitained ; — thy  mental 
enei^g^  called  forth ;  thy  virtoes  firength- 
cned,  exalted,  refined,  and  pr^ared  for 
a.  more  illuflrioiis  condition. — Go  to  R£- 
V£).\TION;'*-(he  will  tell  thee  that  thou 
art  djlxanger  ami  a  pUgrim,  whofe  home 
IB  htyondi  the  grave.  That  thou  art  here 
iq>on  trial,  furrounded  with  aflUSions  to 
pcercife,  and  with  temptations  to  aflay: — 
diat  thou  muft^^  *^  iktr  f^ood  fights  and  be 
vi£U>rious  before  thou  art  crowned :— that^ 
as  thou  art  a  labourer  in  the  vineyard, 
thou  muft  toil  before  thou  art  paid. 

And  will  not  this  view  of  life  reconcife 
thee  to  it's  afpe6l?  Ix's  final  purpofe  is 
happinefs,  but  that  purpofe  it  is  in  tlqr 
power  to  defeat. — Wilt  thou  then  quarrel 
with  natural  evil,  when  it  may  be  fruitful 
o£  moral  Good?  —  With  that  parental 
chafing  ^^  which  was  intended  to  yield 

<4  1  Tim.  vi.  la.  *5  Hd>.  3di.  ii* 

the 
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ike  peaceiMe  fruits  of  nghieoufnefs  9  Witki 
tkqfe  light  *^  afflidians  which  ore  but  foor  ^ 
moment,  and  which,  were  ccmmijffionei  ta 
work  in  thee  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eter^ 
nal  weight  of  ^lory?  It  muft  be  thy  own 
fault  if  the  blasted  desert  of  which 
thou  talkeft  do  not  bloffomV  liJte  the  rqfe; 
Mid.  the  HOWLING  Wilderness  break 
fsrth  *^  irUafnging.  Ceafe,  then,  from 
complaint— in  the  very  bofom  of  mifery] 
thou  mayeft  find  fubjeft  for  thankfgiving^ 
-T-for  thou  mayeft  krum  that  ^  tribidatioii. 
xeorketh  patience,  and  patience  experience^ 
(phd  experience  hope,  and  hope  imakcth.  not 
a/hamed.    ;       , 

.:  What  hais  been  faid  may.  be  fuffidcnt  in 
every  fituadbn  to  perfuade  acquiefcence, 
aod  for  murmuring  to  fubftitifte  acknow- 
fedgement. 

:  But  it  may  ftill  be  obje£led,  that  the 
difficulty  of  the  queftion  is  a  little  remo^ 


•^  ,2  Cor.  iv.  17.  *7  Ifti.  XXXV.  1. 

t«  Ifai.  Iv.  12.  «9  Rom.  v.  3. 


ved 
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ved  only,  and  not  overcome.  That  the 
circumftances  of  this  life  are  indeed  ad- 
mirably fuited  to  the  purpofes  of  trial.-^ 

But  from  whence  the  neceflity  of  trial  ? 

Would  it  not  have  been  more  worthy  of 
the  Lord  3«  who  is  good  to  place  man  sft 
once  in  a  flate  of  final  happtnefs ;  or,  m 
leaft,  to  endue  him  with  fuch  powers  al 
would  enfure  the  viftory  in  his  wordly 
warfare  ?  Is  it  righteous  to  aflail  infirmity 
with -temptations  to  which  thedivink 
PRESCIENCE  niuft  know  that  it  will  fre- 
quently yield  ?  or  \s\tfupremely  beneficent 
to  make  previous  fuffering  the  conditioa 
gF  fubfequent  enjoyment  ? 

We  will  anfwer :  That  a  courfe  of  trial 
appears  neceflary  to  determine  that  obe* 
dience  of  rational  creatures  which  alone 
is  acceptable  to  God.  That,,  allowing 
man  to  be  a  free  agent ;  and  without  free 
agency  he  would  be  wholly  undeferving 
oi  happinefs,  no  finite  powers  would  in- 

^  P!falm  Ixxxvi.  5. 

fallibly 
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|aiIK>ly  lecujre his  integrity;  for  (bme  of 
the  ap^els^"^  ihtmfclves  kept  wt  their ^Jl 
^aie.^Thu  bis  prcfent  trial  if  exaSlx  ai- 

jufkdby  IKFINfTE  WISDOM  AHO  MXftCY 

to  his  capacityt  his  ftrength,  his  oppoitu« 
nities;  and  that  he  will  not  6e  3>  tem^d 
4tbove  that  he  is  able.  That  this  life  is, 
thereforct  always  a  dxtf  ef^falvatim;  or 
the  certain  means^  if  not  negle3;ed,  of  at- 
taining eternal  happihefs.  That  the  re* 
ward  will  be  proportioned  to  the  virtue; 
and  the  virtue  muft  be  proved  by  the 
force  of  the  trial  which  it  has  fuccersfully 
engaged.  That,  after  dl — the  ihcp  of 
temporal  evil,  compared  with  the  ocecm 
of  eternity,  is  too  minute  for  confidera* 
tion  :-^-and  that  the  recolle&ion  of  dif- 
trdSes  fupported,  and  temptations  refifl*>> 
ed,  by  patient  and  vigorous  duty,  may 
enhance  the  pieafuresof  an  hereafter. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  many  reafons 
ivhich  may  render  a  prelixBinaryterm  of  trial 

«i  Jude  VI.    fi  Pet.  ii.  4.         3«  I  Cor.  x.  13. 

2Z  %  Con  vi.  2. 

juft. 
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jnfi,  aeceiTary^  and  even  ^fiieable.  Umb 
proper  i^fcuflion  qF  the  fobjed  would  ex« 
tend  &r  beyond  the  itmits  <^a  pulpit  diil 
^oorfe.  I  fhall  difmils  H»  therdbre^  with 
obferving,  that^  in  the  further  purfuk  of 
it,  ibme  darknefs  might  reft  upon  our 
path.  Bat  where  the  enquirer  is^MAU; 
and  the  fubjefib;  of  enquiry  the  counfels 
of  THAT  God  who  34  kideth  Akx^^  md 
maketh  his  ^pamlion  round  akmt  him  with 
dark  iaaaier^tis  woncferful  thai  fd  much 
ihould  be  difclofed. 

Let  any.ntan^  who  is  difcontented  wit^ 
what  he  ts»  ^pply  to  the  oracles  of  truths 
If  his  underfianding''  be  corre^^  and  hit 
defire  of  information  fincere,  he  will  be 
fo  enlightened  wkh  their  revelation,  (b 
comfisMTted  with  their  pronrifes,  fo  aiKife<l 
that  the  thoughts  of  hxs^  heavenly  Father 
towards  him  are  thoughts  of  ^  peace,  omd 
not  qfanl;  tha^  f(W  a  few  obfcurities  he 

34  Ifai.  xl\r.  15.  35  P6lm  xvili.  lu 

Zfi  Jer.xxix.  ii* 
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will  not  reply  ogdxnftG^^  fatisfied  tHat^ 
although  h€  rurto  fee  through  a  3^  gUyi 
darkly^  a  period  is  at  hand,  when  he  fliaU 
fee  face  to  face^  and  know^  even  as  he  is 
known. 

,  The  three  caufes  of  g^enenil  scdmplaint 
have  been  confidered,  and  their  futflity 
iufficiehtly  expofed.  .  :.   : 

..  i  The  plan  of  the  difcourfe  would  now 
lead  our  attention  to  the.  caufes  oi^partir 
cular,  or  individual  complaint,  as  they 
(land  detached  from  the  others.  But  tHeif 
.variety  mocks  arrangement;  and  their  i»- 
fignificance  precludes  refutation.  Every 
<Iay-dream  of  enjoyment  vrhich  is  difturb*- 
ed ;  every,  feverilh  defire  which  is  ungra- 
tified ;  every  grievance  be^ot  on  idlenefs 
•by  caprice,  ventures  to  lift  up  its  fed)Ie 
voice  againft  order,  and  to  reply  agoM/i 
the  Holy  God.  Thefe  clamours  are  not 
to  be  quieted  by  argument.   With  proper 

Ml  I  Con  xiii.  12.  ... 

difci* 
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diTcipIme  to  r^fclairauthe  wanderings  bf  the 
mind ;  and  by  the  mekiftst  6f  propei"  in- 
ftrudlion  to  enlarge  its  fcope;  are  the 
only  effeflual  remedies  for  thefe  danger- 
ous thotigh  childifh  eXceffesJ 

""  And  how,  my  brethren/ let  us  with  a- 
ftonilhnient  cohtemplate  on  the  thinc 
FOAMED,  andonmu  that fotmed  it 

When  I  confider  ^^  the  Heavens^  the  work 
ef  thy  fingers,  and  the\  mom  and  the  fiars 
which  thou  haft  ordaihedj  Lord  v)hat  is 
man,  that  thou  haji  fuch  refptEt  unto  him^ 
or  the  fon  of  man^  that  thou  Jo  rega/rdeft 
him. — Throned  w  ih  that  light  which  for- 
bids approach^  aiid  completely  bleffed 
in  rHY  GLORIOUS  self,  it  was  thy 
love  alone  whichcalled  him' from  the 
ground ;  which' made  him  after  thy  owh 
Itkenefs;  which  placed  him  in  the  gar* 
den  that  thcw  had'ft  planted.  His  obe- 
-di^ce  was  lightly  tried ; — yet  it  failed ; 

38  Pfalm  viii.  3.  39  1  Tinu  vi,  16, 

and 
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aiid  lie  hrckt  the  harmony  of  thy  cieatiQQ 
with  the  cUforder  of  fin. 

The  law  was  violated,  and  the  forj^ 
ture  of  that  being  which  Thou  had'ft 
given  mod  righteoufly  incurred.  Did'ft 
THOU  urge  the  dreadful  forfdtanr?--^ 
Did'ft  THOU  permit  the  law  to  exa£l  k'Si 
rigid  penalty?  Na — rlessziv  Goi>! 
THOU  did'ft  not  urge  the  dreadful  for* 
feiture. — ^Thou  did'ft  not  permit  the  law 
toexa6lits  rigid  penalty. — M&itcTpref 
vailed; — yet  Justice  was  fatisfied.— 
Thy  Son  offered  himfelf  for  the  criinii' 
nal; — and  thou  did'ft  not  refufe  the 
mighty  facrifice. — As  man,  he  fubmitted 
even  unto  death  for  man.  His  unfiuiiiig 
obedience  atoned  for  vic^ated  orderr  and 
reconciled  thy  fighting  ATTHiBUTEa* 
For  righteoufhefs  not  his  own,  man  wm 
reftored  tcP  thy  favour.— The  fufferings  of 
THY  Son  opened  to  him  the  hope  bf 
Glory;  and  the  example  of  thy  Son  fug* 
gefted  to  him  the  means  ofgj'ace. 

And 
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And  {hall  this  twice-created  thing, 
fo  eminently  the  objeft  of  thy  divine 
LOVE,  fret  under  Thy  corre6tions ;— or 
reply  againft  Thy  wifdom? — ^Pardon  it, 
GRACIOUS  Father,  who  ^**  rememberej} 
that  heisbvt  duji  ; — and  forbid  it ! — Teach 
hirti  not  to  call  evil  ^*  good,  nor  good  evil! 
— And  when  thy  greatness,  which  the 
Heaven  of  Heavens  cannot  contain, 
fwells  beyond  the  narrownefs  of  his  un- 
derflandingi — O  inftruft  him,  that, — al- 
though clotids  ^"  and  darknefs  moy  he  round 
about  Thee^  righteoufnefs  and  judgement 
are  the  habitation  of  thy  feaU 

My  brethren! — Shall  the  prayer  ^be 
heard? — ^Let  your  owh  endeavours  call 
down  the  bleffing  of  Heaven. — Indulge 
not  in  any  fallacious  fyftem  of  life. — Be 
affured  that  to  all  it's  conditions  are  at- 
tached their  duties,  and  their  dangers ; — 
their  comforts,  and  their  uneafmeffes.— 
The  glow  of  maturity  has  it's  difadvanta* 

40  Pfalm  ciii.  14.  4^  Ifai.  5.  XX. 

49  Pfalm  xdvii.  %. 

G  gea; 


'  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


98  SERMON      III. 

ges ; — the  chillnefs  of  decline  may  have  it's 
compenfations. — In  the  flavorous  draught 
of  profperity  there  is  frequently  intoxica* 
tion ; — in  the  bitter  one  of  adverfity  there 
may  be  health. — With  this  affurance,  be 
fatisfied  where  you  are; — ^nor  reply  againp; 
God  by  defrauding  his  appointment  of  it*s 
wife  and  benevolent  purpofes! 

In  the  ftrength  of  youth,  with  fife's  ex- 
tended profpeft  before  you, — be  not  too 
confident^in  your  ftrength, — for  it  may 
fail ;  nor  bpaft  of  the  extent  of  your  prof- 
pea,  for  it  may  be  (hortencd. — ^Fix  your 
eyts  fteadily  on  the  mighty  objefl:  of  your 
exiftence ! — Lay  hold  of  to-day,  white  ^  it 
is  yet  called  to-day; — rvor  ^^  negUBthegreat 
falvation  which  may  hang  on  it's  event ! 
SuflFer  not  your  warmth  to  ftep  beyond  thofe 
eternal  limits  of  right  which  the  Author 
OF  THE  MORAL  WORLD  has  cftabliflied: 
— ^but  let  it  open  the  embrace  of  large 
philanthropy;  and  lift  up  the  hands  of 
generous  devotion! 

43  Hcb.  iii.  13.  44  Het  iL  3^ 

In 
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In  the  infirmity  of  age,  the  pleafures 
oifmfe^  it  is  true,  are  no  more, — and  the 
pleafures  of  intelkEl  confiderably  dimi* 
niflied ; — ^but  the  more  exquifite  pleafures 
of  confcicnce,  exulting  on  the  grave  of 
fenfe,  and  ftrong  in  the  decay  of  intelleft, 
ftill  may  be  your  own, — ^Every  delufion, 
which  has  been  detefled  by  wifdom;— 
every  triaJ,  which  has  been  eluded  by 
prudence,  or  overcome  by  virtue  ;r— every 
facrifice  of  felfifli  paflion  to  fociety,  or  to 
God,  will  then  rife, — and  zvith  the  tongues 
of  ^^  angels^  will  fpeak  comfort  to  your 
foul. — ^Do  not  then  merely  acquiefce»  but 
rejoice  in  your  (ituation ! — ^You  have  loft, 
indeed,  the  Iparkle  of  youth ;  but  you  are 
exempted  from  it*s  dangerous  ferment.— 
The  enjoyment,  indeed,  of  life  is  efcap« 
ing  from  your  purfuit; — ^but  ypu  will  foon 
be  beyond  it's  perfecution.  This  world» 
indeed,  is  clofing  on  your  view ; — ^but  a 
FAR  BRIGHTER  is  uufolding  to  rcccivc 
you. 

14  1  Cor.  xiii.  1. 

G  2  Arc 
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Are  you  blefled  with  affluence  and  witii 
power? — ^Be  temperate; — ^be  humble; — 
be  tender-hearted  ;-^— be  happy  by  the  dif^ 
fufion  of  happinefs ;  and  be  grateful  to 
the  Giver  of  your  fortunes,  by  cheriftiing 
the  afflifted, — ^by  raifing  the  fallen,  by 
fuppprting  the  oppreffed,  and  him  ^^  that 
hath  no  helper. 

Are  you  in  obfcurity  or  diftrefs? — ^Be 
patient; — ^be  refigned; — ^be  thankful  that 
the  provocation  to  excefs  is  withheld; — 
admit  no  dif^ruft  of  Providence; — nor 
perverfely  afk, — can  47  God  furnifh  a  table 
in  the  wildernefs;  hnifear  ^^  njot.jiandjiill; 
— and  yejhallfee  the  salvation  of 
THE  Lord. 

If,  brethren,  we  have  happily  attain- 
ed that  tone  of  mind  which  never  jars 
with  our  Maker,  We  may  approach 
without  fear  to  that  A^/y  Feajt^  which 
is  to  be  celebrated  on  the  enfuing  Sab- 

4^  Pfalm  Ixxii.  12.  47  Plalm  Ixxviii.  19. 

48  Exod.  xiv.  13. 

bath. 
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bath.  To  thofe  whofe  hearts  and  conduft 
proclaim  glory  ^^  to  God^  and  peace  to  marif 
the  Saviour  Ipeaks,— C(Wi^  eat  of  ^"^  my 
breads  and  drink  of  the  wine  which  I  have 
mingled!  Come  ye  ^'  blejfed  of  my  Father! 
and  on  the  pious  commemoration  the 
choiceft  bleflings  (hall  attend.  The  a- 
wakened  feeling  of  my  fufferings  (hall 
not  permit  you  to  rob  them  of  their  re- 
ward; and  my  fpirit  fhall  pour  into  you 
that  love  for  your  fouls,  which  brought 
me  from  the  bofom  of  my  Father  to  bear  ^ 
the  5*  chajiifement  of  your  peace. — Thatfo, 
whether  folicited  by  pleafure,  or  preffed 
by  affli£lion,  ye  may  always  aft  under  the 
influence  of  that  invigorating  confolation, 
— He  J  who  53  over  Cometh  Jhall  inherit  all 
things, — and'l  will-  be  his  God,  And 

HE  SHALL  BE  MY  SoN. 

49  Luke  ii.  14.  59  Prbv.  ix.  5. 

5»  Matt.  XXV.  34,  6»  Ifai.  Iiii.  5. 

53  Rev.  xxi.  7. 

G3  SER. 
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On  the  Peath  of  Christ. 


1  Cor.  L  23,  24. 

we  preach  christ  crucified,  unto  the 
jews  a  stumbling  block ;  and  unto 
the  greeks  foolishness;  but  unto 
them  which-are  called,  both  jews 
and  greeks,  christ  the  power  of 
god  and  the  wisdom  of  god. 

WE  are  affembled,  my  Chriftian 
brethren!  to  commemorate  the 
great  atonement  which  was  made  for  fin, 
by  the  paflionand  death  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. — ^May  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  form  and  raife  our 
minds  to  the  importance  of  the  occafion ! 

that 
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that  I  may  be,  in  fome  degree,  equal  to 
the  dHcharge  of  my  arduous  duty;— ^or 
that  your  attentions  may  be  diverted  from 
the  infufficiency  of  the  Preacher  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  fubjeft,  which  it  is  his 
bufinels  to  illullrate. 

The  firft  progrefs  of  Chriftianity  was 
refifted  principally  by  the  carnal  prejudi- 
ces of  the  Jews ;  and  the  fcientific  pride 
of  the  Greeks; — ^by  the  former ^  which  in 
him  who  was  hanged  an  a  tree  refufed  to 
acknowledge  that  triumphant  Mefliah, 
whom  they  expefted;  and,  unremoved 
by  thofe  evidences  of  Divinity  which  at- 
tended the  life,  and  fpcceeded  to  the  death 
of  the  bleffed  Jefus,  ftill  q/kedfor  ajiga. — 
And  by  the  latter ^  which  oppofmg  man 
to  God,  the  glimmering  of  reafon  to  the 
blaze  of  revelation,  contemptuoufly  re- 
je6led  that  fcheme  of  redemption  which 
it  was  unable  to  comprehend,  and,  in 
the  delufion  of  a  vain  and  arrogant  phi- 
lofophy,  ftill  fought  after  wifdom. — But 
zve  (fays  the  Apoftle)   preach  Christ 

G  4  CRU- 
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CRUCIFIED,  to  the  Jews  afiuvtblinghlock^ 
and  to  the  Greeks  foolijhnefs;  hut  unto 
them  which  are  called^  both  Jews  and 
Greeks  J  Chrifi  the  power  of  God  and  the 
wifddm  ofGod^ 

We,  my  brethren,  are,  1  truft,  among 
thofe  who  are  called. — ^But  there  are  fome, 
(and  our  charity  fhould  induce  us  to  hope 
that  there  are  not  many)  to  whom  the 
doftrine  of  the  crofs  is  a  Jlumhling-blocki 
as  it  was  to  the  Jews ;  and  foolijhnefs^  as 
it  was  to  the  Greeks*  For  the  preferva- 
lion,  therefore,  of  our  integrity,  from  the 
taint  of  any  contagious  neighbourhood, 
it  may  not  be  unferviceable  to  contem* 
plate  the  myftery  of  a  crucified  Redeemer 
in  that  view  of  it  which  is  prefented  to  us 
by  the  text : — not  as  an  inftance  of  pa- 
tient fufFering ; — a  miracle  of  condefcen- 
fion ; — a  prodigy  of  Divine  love ;  but  as 
a  wonder  of  power  and  of  wifdom, — an 
objeft  to  be  offered  to  the  underjianding 
rather  than  to  the  pajjions. 

To 
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^  To  follow  the  order  jJoihted  out  to  us 
by  the  Apoftle,  let  us  firft  enquire  what 
traces  of  power  are  difcoverable  in  the  hu- 
miliation and  death  of  our  Lord,  which 
can  authorife  the  aflertipn,  that  Chrifi 
crttcified  was  the  power  of  God. 

If  we  turn  to  the  facred  annals,  we 
fhall  find,  that  the  flafhes  of  the  Saviour  s 
liivinity,  which  broke  out  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  miniftry,  were  lefe 
interrupted,  and  more  brilliant  as  he  ap- 
proached to  the  end  of  his  illuftrious  ca- 
reer. During  the  period  of  his  refidence 
on  earth,  he  went  about  doing  good;--^ 
anointed  with  the  t  Holy  Ghojly  and  with 
p(ywer,  atid  declaring  by  his  works,  that 
God  was  '  with  him.  But,  towards  the 
important  clofe,  the  fcene  rifes  upon  us 
•in  intereft,  and  the  heavenly  Master 
in  dignity. — When  hy  his  own  blood  he  is 
ebout  to  enter  into  ^  the  Holy  Place,  he 

*  A£U  X.  38.  •  John  iii.  2. 

3  Heb.  ix*  12. 

more 
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more  particularly  afferts  the  eminence  of 
his  nature,  by  a  fuller  difplay  of^the  God* 
head.  The  receffes  of  the  human  mind 
feem  then  to  be  more  open  to  his  pene- 
tration; and  the  future,  however  involved 
by  the  extravagancies  of  free  agents,  is 
compleatly  developed  under  his  eye.— 
His  lateft  breath,  which  he  furrenders  by 
an  aft  only  of  his  own  will,  is  accompa- 
nied with  miracles ;  and  not  degraded  by 
the  apparent  ignominy  of  his  punifhment, 
he  rifes  from  it  to  glory  and  dominion. — 
The  detail  of  thefe  inftances  will  fatisfy 
us,  that  Chrijl  crucified  was  the  pcrwer  of 
God. 

.  From  the  multitude  of  his  followers, 
the  Lord  felefted  twelve  to  be  his  pecu- 
liar difciples.  To  thefe  he  revealed  him- 
felf  fo  evidently,  as  to  force  them  to 
acknowledge  that  he  was  tfu  Chrifl  ^  of 
God; — ^to  thefe  he  gave  the  more  imme- 
diate inftruftion  of  his  imfmning  life ; — 

^  Luke  ix.  20. 

to 
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to  thefe  he  indulged  the  divinity  of  his 
familiar  difcourfe ; — that  thus  with  minds 
reforaied,  enlarged,  and  led  on  from  faith 
to  5  faithy  they  might  be  prepared  for 
that  full  communication  of  the  Holy  Spi* 
rit,  which  after  his  deceafe  was  to  accom- 
plilh  them  for  the  labours  of  their  ardu* 
ous  miniftry.  Could  any  events,  there- 
fore, be  more  improbable,  than  that  one 
of  this  favoured  and  enlightened  band 
fliould  betray; — that  another  (hould  de- 
ny ; — ^that  the  whole,  forward  as  they  af- 
terwards were  to  fuffer,  and  to  bleed  in 
his  caufe,  fliould  defert  their  innocent 
Mailer,  their  gracious  Benefaftor,  and 
their  heavenly  inftruftor?  Yet  each  of 
thefe  wonderful  events  aftually  came  to 
pafs ;  and  each  of  them  was  foretold  to 
Judas,  to  Saint  Peter,  and  to  the  twelve, 
with  a  degree  of  accuracy  and  power  fuit- 
ed  only  to  the  great  Searcher  «  of  hearts. 

When  the  Saviour  approached  to  Je- 
rufalem,  it  was  proper,  by  the  full  dif- 

6  Rom.  i.  17.  6  Rev.  iL  23. 

cloiure 
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clofure  of  the  fate  which  awaited  him ;  of 
the  reafons  which  made  it  neceffary,  and 
of  the  confequences  which  would  refult 
from  it,  to  awaken  his  difciples  from  that 
dream  of  temporal  dominion,  in  which 
they  fo  fondly  and  fo  obftinately  indul- 
ged. This  he  effefts  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  fufficiently  to  prove,  that  all  the 
fprings  of  the  complicated  machine  are 
governed  by  his  hand ;  and  that  he  is  the 
JLord  7  which  wasj  and  which  is  to  come. 
In  fuch  lucid  order  does  he  place  befofe 
them  the  feveral  circumftances  of  his  paf- 
fion^  that  the  Jews,  when  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  equity,  they  refufe  to 
try  him  by  that  law  (a),  to  which  alone,  as 

a  Jew, 

7  Rev.  iv.  8. 

(a)  That  the  Sanhedrim  under  the  Roman  govern- 
ment retained  the  power  of  puniOiing  with  death  of- 
fences committed  by  Jews  againft  their  own  law,  is  evi  • 
dent,  I  think,  from  many  pafTages  in  the  ncwTeftament, 
as  well  as  from  Jofephus,  and  the  general  fpirit  of  the 
Roman  dominion. — ^When  Pilate  told  the  Jews  to  take 
Jefus,  and  to  judge  him  according  to  their  law,  his  in- 
tention could  not  furely  be  to  infult  them  with  the  lofs  of 
their  privileges.  The  propofition  feems  to  have  been  re- 

jefted, 
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i  Jew,  he  was  amenable ; — that  the  Ro- 
man Governor,  when  in  oppofitionto 
the  ufage  of  the  Romans,  he  condemns  a 
freeman  unconvifted  of  any  crime  to  the 
punifhment  of  a  flave ; — that  the  Roman 
Soldiery,  when  forgetful  of  the  mili- 
tary character  they  exercife  on  the  meek- 
eft  innocence,  that  cruelty  which  even 
refiftance  would  be  infufficient  to  juftify— 
appear  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  in- 
ftruments  of  the  great  High-Priest^ 
preparing  to  conciliate  eternal  jus* 
TicE,  by  the  immolation  of  Himfelf. 

leded,  in  confequence  of  treafon  being  the  principal 
article  of  acculacion  againft  our  Lord.  We  found  this 
fellow  perverting  the  people,  and  forbidding  to  give  tri^ 
Bute  to  Cafar\  faying,  that  he  himfelf  is  Chrijl,  a 
King — was  the  charge  which  brought  Jefus  to  the  tri- 
buncd  of  the  Roman. — ^That  he  made  himfelf  the  Son 
rf  God,  was  objefted  to  him  when  his  innocence  in 
other  refpefts  was  fully  afcertained. — That  there  was 
after  all  fomething  extraordinary  in  the  refufal  of  the 
Jews  to  try  him  by  their  law,  is  intimated  by  the  Evan- 
gelift,  when  he  fays,  that  it  was  in  order  that  the  faying 
of  Jfefus  might  be  fulfilled,  which  he  f pake,  fgnifying 
what  death  hcfhould  die.    John  xviii.  32. 

But 
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But  let  us  repair  to  Golgotha,  and  there 
we  fhall  be  more  fully  convinced,  that 
Chrijl  crucified  was  the  power  of  God.--^ 
Attend — ^I  befeech  you — ^minutely  attend 
to  the  wonders  of  the  fcene. 

Behold! — ^the  Son  of  Man  is  led  forth 
amidfl  the  infults  of  an  unfeeHng  rabble. 
— He  is  numbered  ^  xdth  the  tran/grefforsf 
— ^He  is  nailed  to  the  bloody  tree — ^he 
feems  to  fink  under  the  perfecution  of  his 
fortune-^o  be  forfaken,  and  ftricken  by 
Heaven. 

Is  this  he  who  was  to  redeem  ^  J/rael?-^ 
this  He  who  came  in  the  ruwie  *°  of  the  Lord? 
— ^this  He  to  whom  all  the  prophets  **  gax^ 
witnefsP-^ihis  He  vfhoJhaU  be  called  Won- 
derful, "  Counfellor^  the  mighty  God,^ 
Everlasting  Father,  fA^ Prince  of 
Peace? 


•  Ifailiii.  12.  9  Luke  xxiv,  2i« 

«o  Matt.  xxi.  g.  u  AQs  x.  43. 

»»  Ifai.  ix.  6. 


Yes- 
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Yes — ^this  is  he;— and  there,  raifed  on 
the  throne  of  moral  dignity,  he  exercifes 
the  prerogatives  of  his  fuperior  nature. — 
There  he  intercedes  for  his  *3  murderers. 
— ^There  he  pardons  ^  the  penitent — 
There,  with  the  future  glory  of  his  church 
full  in  profpeft,  He  waits  '5  for  the  com- 
pletion of  one  unaccompliflied  prophecy. 
— And  then,  when  he  perceives  that  it  is 
Jini/hed^^ — ^that  every  rite  of  the  facrifice 
is  duly  performed,  he  commends  his 
fpirit  lato  his  Father's  hands,  and  by  an 
effort  [b)  of  his  own  fovereign  power, 
confumjnaates  his  propitiatory  fuflferings 
with  death. 

h 

13  Lokexxiil.  34*  »4  Lukexxiii.  43^        >^ 

15  John  XIX.  28.    Pfalm  Ixix.  22. 
iS  John  xix.  -  ^  ''  ^ 

(i)  That  Jefus  did  not  expire  in  confequcnce  of  ex- 
haufted  nature,  is  manifeft  from  th^  loud  voice  with 
which  he  yielded  up  the  gho(t.  A  circumftance  pard- 
cularly  noticed  by  three  of  the  Evangelifis;  and  which 
more  than  any  of  the  preceding  miracles  feems  to  have 
influenced  the  Centurion's  exclamation.«-»This  fa£l  ap- 
/  peart 
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Is  any  thing  yet  wanting  to  declare  the 
greatnefs  of  the  expiring  Jefus ? — ^Behold! 
the  earth  and  the  heaven,  the  dead  and 
the  Hving,  unite  to  proclaim  it! — Tht 
veil  '''^  of  tht  Temple  is  rent,  in  twain ;'~the 
(arth  '^  quakes; — the^everlafiing  rocks  are 
riven; — ^the  *9  light  which  rules  the  day 
is  quenched  in  darknefs ; — ^the  dead  awake 
from  *^  their  flumbers  in  the  grave ; — the 
people  who  came  to  infult  return  fndting 
their  ■'  breafls; — and  even  they  who  flew 
^im  are  forced  to  exclaim,  Surejy  *^  this 
man  was  the  Son  of  God. 

Thefe  were  the  miracles  in  the  natural 
,.and  moral  world,  which  attefted  on  Cal- 
vary the  fufferings  of  the  God;  and 
their  evidence  is  certainly  complete. 

pears  to  be  further  eftabliflied  by  the  public  declaration 
of  the  Saviour,  not  long  before  his  Paffion,  viz.  That 
^0  man  could  take  his  life  from  him^  but  that  he  laidii^ 
down  of  himfdf.     JoHN  x.  18. 

17  Luke  xxiii.  45.  18  Mat.  xxvii.  51. 


»9  Mark  XV*  33.  20  Mat.  xxvii.  52. 

»»  Luke  xxiii.  48,  ««  Mark  xv.  39. 


But 
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JBot  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  challenged 
him  to  a  proof  of  his  divinity  ftill  more 
decifiv^  and  unequivocal. — Ld  •«  Chriji^ 
the  King  of  Ifrael,  defcend  now  from  the 
fTofsj  that  we  may  fee  and  believe. — From 
what  other  caufe  than  the  want  of  power 
could  a  miracle  be  refufed,  the  confe* 
queace$  of  which  were  to  -be  the  entire 
c€mvi£lion  of  the  Jews,  and  the  unaoi* 
mous  receptirai  of  the  Mefliah? 

To  this  frivolous  cavil  the  anfwer  of 
the  Chriftian  is  obvious  and  fatisfa6lory .-^ 
Had  this  miracle  been  granted,  all  that 
the  Saviour  had  before  done,  and  all  that . 
he  had  before  fuffin'edt  would  have  been 
of  no  eflfeft.— •The  expiation  would  have 
been  impftfeft,  and  the  ceconomy  of  re* 
dempttpn,  which  required  that  the  Chrift 
Jhould  die^  altogether  difappointed* 

Neither  is  there  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  the  confequences  would  have  been 
foeh  as  have  been  ftatedr 

H  Every 
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Every  argument  which  could  be  Ad- 
drefled  to  the  fenfes,  had  already  inefFec-^ 
tually  folicited  the  belief  of  the  Jews. — 
They  could  not  deny  the  mighty  works 
which  had  been  wrought  amcMig  them  by^ 
the  ^^Jingcr  of  God; — and  even  their  prieAs 
were  forced  to  allow;  that  He,  who  was 
now  the  objeft  of  thfeir  cruelty  and  their 
infults,  had  been  able  to  focvt^^  other s.^^ 
Was  it  then  really  a  higher  exertion  of 
power  to  fave  himfelf  ?  or  was  it  a  clearer 
indication  of  the  Divinity  to  difengage 
himfelf  from  the  crofs,  than  toreawmate 
a  man  who  had  died  by  the  violence  of 
difeafe,  who  had  lain  four  days; in  the 
grave,  and  in  whom  the  *^  fermentation 
confequent  to  departure  had  manifeftly 
taken  place? — Certainly  not. — And  it  is 
hardly  to  be  conceived,  that  the  unbelief 
which  had  refilled  the  teftimony  of  the 
latter  miracle,  the  reality  "7  of  which  it 
pretended  not  to  controvert,  would  have 
fubmittcdto  the  evidence  of  iht former. — 


«4  Luke  xi.  20.  «5  Mark  XV.  31. 

•6  John  xi.  39.  *7  John  xi.  47. 


So 
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So  difficult  to  be  overthrown  are  thofe 
prejudices,  which,  fpringing  from  religi- 
ous errors,  are  inflamed  by  pride,  and  en- 
forced by  intereft ! 

We  muft  therefore  allow,  that  CAr^ 
crucified  was  the  power  of  God; — or  we 
muft  rejeft  the  Evangelical  Hiftory  as  un- 
worthy of  credit. 

To  invalidate  the  truth  of  any  hiftory, 
it  is  neceflary  to  prove,  either  that  the 
writer  of  it  was  ignorant  of  the  fafts 
which  he  affumed  to  relate ;  or  that  he 
was  influenced  to  mifreprcfent  them ;  or 
that  the  hiftory  in  queftion  is  falfely 
afcribed  to  the  author,  whofe  name  it 
bears ;— or,  if  it  be  not  wholly  a  forgery, 
that,  at  leaft,  it  s  integrity  has  been  great- 
ly corrupted  by  the  praftices  of  defign, 
or  by  the  errors  of  ignorance. 

But  the  writers  of  the  facred  hiftory 

were  all   of   them  contemporaries j    and 

(omt  of  them  eye-witneffes  of  the  fads 

H  2  which 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ii6  S  E  R  M  O  N      IV- 

which  they  relate.  To  conceal,  or  to 
mifreprefent,  they  were  indeed  influen- 
ced— ^ftrongly  influenced  by  ahaaoft  eve- 
ry motive  of  power  to  direft  the  human 
condud. — ^But  not  to  conceal,  or  to  mif- 
reprefent  in  favour  of  their  mafter's  caufe ; 
from  the  fupport  of  which  they  had  every 
thing  in  this  world  to  feart  and  nothing 
to  hope.  That  the  Gofpels  are  afcribed 
to  their  proper  authors,  and  are  poflefled 
by  us  in  a  date  of  purity,  may  be  pro- 
ved from  the  peculiar  jealoufy  with  which 
it  is  well  known  that  the  primitive  church 
guarded  the  canon  of  its  fcriptures ;  from 
the  cuftom  of  publickly  reciting  and  com- 
menting upon  the  (acred  records,  which 
prevailed  from  the  firO;  inftitution  of 
Chriftianity: — from  the  numerous  tran- 
(lations  of  them  into  various  languages, 
propagated  rapidly  even  in  the  apoilotical 
age,  and,  in  part,  handed  down  to  ours. 
— from  the  affent  of  the  earlieft  hereticks, 
to  whofe  caufe  thefe  writings  were  ad- 
verfarious ;  and*  laftly,  from  the  concur- 
rent force  of  a  long  chain  of  written  evi- 
dence 
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deiice^  which  extends  from  the  conclu* 
fion  of  the  firft  century ; — to  which  it  is 
linked  by  contemporaries  (c)  and  difciples 
ofthe  Apoftles. 

Tothefe  external  proofs  of  authenti- 
city, more  numerous^  and  of  greater 
weight  than  any  which  other  writings  can 
boaft,  may  be  added  many  internal  cha- 
rafiers  of  truth,  which  alone  would  be 
fufiicient  to  efiablifli  the  genuinenefs  of 
the  Gofpels  beyond  the  malice  of  fulpi- 
cion. — Of  thefe  I  ftiall  fuggeft  only  two; 
that  wonderful  iimplicity  of  ftile,  which^ 
difdaining  the  embellifliments  of  artificial 
compofition  relies  altogether  on  the  bulk 
and  dignity  of  it's  fubjeft ;  and  that  fiipe- 
rior  impartiality  of  relation,  which  is  ne- 

(f)  In  the  genuine  remains  ofthe  apoftolical  Fathers, 
as  they  are  ufually  called,  who  occupy  the  interval 
between  the  deceafe  of  the  apoftles  and  Juftin  Martyr* 
we  find  abundant  evidence  of  die  authenticity  and  pu. 
lity  of  the  evangelical  writings.  On  this  fubje3,  at 
indeed  on  every  other  of  which  be  treats,  Dr.  Jortin 
u  worthy  of  particular  attention.-*See  Remarks  on 
£|CcL  Hifi.  vol  i.  p.  35. 

H3  ver 
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ver  hurried  by  provocation  into  acrimo* 
ny,  nor  feduced  by  afFeftion  into  panegy- 
rick;  which  never  palliates  the  errors  of 
the  difciple,  nor  conceals  the  human 
weakneffes  of  the  mafter. 

I  ... 

The  records,  then,  of  our  Lord's  paf- 
fion,  being  authentic,  we  may  confidently 
aflert,  that  in  his  loweft  humiliation  the 
Divinity  was  eminent  and  fplendid. 

But  there  is  another  circumftance,  not 
within  the  limits  of  the  Gofpel  narratipn, 
which,  if  poffible,  ftill  more  loudly  pro- 
claims, that  Chrijt  crucified  was  the  power 
of  God.  Not  degraded  by  the  apparent 
ignominy  of  his  punifhment,  he  rifes  from 
it  to  glory  and  dominion. 

'  A  few  days  before  he  is  betrayed,  the 
Saviour  illuftrates  the  confequence  of  his 
approaching  fate,  by  the  inftance  of  a 
grain  of  com ;  which  falling  ^^  into  the 

b8  JCohn  xii.  94. 

ground, 
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ground,  and  there  experiencing  a  change 
fomewhat  analogous  to  that  which  is 
wrought  in  the  animal  body  by  death, 
then  firft  becomes  productive,  and  (hoots 
tip  into  increafe. 

The  illuftration  was  clear  and  happy* 
— ^But  the  Lord  condefcetids  to  bring  his 
meaning  more  direftly  to  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  multitude,  by  telling  them, 
that  when  he  was  lifted  up  from  ^  the 
earth  (alluding  to  the  manner  of  his 
death)  he  would  draw  all  men  unto  him.--* 
To  confider  the  accompliftiment  of  this 
predi6lion;  muft  ftiock  the  moft  refolute 
infidelity. 

Within  the  Ipace  of  a  few  years,  be- 
fore that  generation  which  faw  the  Prince 
of  30  life  perifti  like  a  malefaftor  was  ex- 
tinft — the  fon  of  man  3»  was  feen  by  the 
faithful  coming  in  power  to  execute  fig- 

«9  John  xii.  32.  30  AQi  iii.  15. 

31  Matt,  xxiv.  30. 

H  4  •     nal 
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nal  juftice  on  his  murderers,  by  the  en* 
tire  overthrow  of  their  civil  and  religious 
polity.  His  Gofpel  had  already,  by  the 
miniftry  of  a  few  unlearned  and  «•  igno'^ 
rant  men,  pervaded  the  wide  circuit  <£ 
the  Roman  world.  The  whole  mafs  in^ 
deed  was  not  yet  «3  leavened;  but  the  fer- 
ment was  working  in  its  heart,  and  gra* 
dually  extending  the  melioration  to  the 
extremities.  Though  at  the  firft,  not 
many  3*  wife^  not  numy  mighty^  not  many 
noble^  were  called,  yet  the  Divine  Effi- 
cacy foon  fpread  itfelf  through  all  ranks, 
and  feized  upon  the  noble^  the  mighty 
and  the  wife.  As  God  had  chofen  the 
weak  35  things  of  the  world  to  corifound  the 
things  which  were  mighty — in  oppofition 
to  the  fplendid  fubtleties  of  philofophy ; 
to  the  interefted  exertions  of  a  powerful 
priefthood ; — ^to  the  violence  of  a  jealous 
and  ilrong  government ; — and,  above  all, 
to  the  darling  vices,  and  the  long-induI<» 


»•  Aas  iv*  i3»  8d  Malt.  xiii.  33^ 

«l  t  Con  i.  ftfi.  u  I  Cor.  i,  97. 
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ged  depravity  of  the  human  hearty  this 
ddpifed,  this  hated,  this  defamed  (d)  and 
peifecuted  religion  of  Jefus,  won  its  way 
with  filent,  but  with  rapid  and  irrefiftible 
progreffion.  In  vain  did  the  ^  rulers  of 
the  earth  take  caunfel  together  againft  the 
Jjyrd^  and  again/l  his  anointed.  The  King 
tftabli/hed  m  Sion  marched  in  triumph 
from  the  provinces  to  the  capital ;  from 
the  camp  to  the  fenate;  and  from  the  (e* 
nate  to  the  throne.  The  inftrument  of  fer^ 
vile  torture  on  which  he  had  been  con* 
demned  to  expire,  was  feen  to  dircft  the 
motions  of  armies;  to  adorn  the  palace 
of  the  Caefars,  and  at  length  to  fupplant 
the  golden  vidory  in  the  fenate-houfe  of 
Rome* 

(4Q  Quos  per  JlagiHa  invifos  vulgut  Chriflianos  ap* 
peUabat,  &c. — exitiabilis  fuptrjlitio^  &c.— Jiaud  pe- 
rinde  in  crimine  incendii  quam  odio  humani  generis 

convifti  fiint    Tacit Afflifti  fuppliciis  Cbrifii. 

am,  genus  hominum  fuperfiitiook  novae  tt  wudejicc^ 
j&c.    Suet. 

Tfi  Plaliii  ii.  t» 

The 
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X^^  f ^tolqtiQn  [is  ttnly  >wonderfuU  and 
muft  forcibly. arreftjttti^.Ughteft  and  moft 
inconfiderafce  mind.  :    ^ 

In  the  courfe  of.  a  fewicenturies!,  the 
Ma*i  of  s.aRROWs  S7  defpifed  andr€Je£Ud 
by  the  ^^^i^i,  infulted  and  crucified  by 
the  Gentiles  J  [was.  firiply  f^ted  in  his  fpi- 
ritual  dominion,  andgrafped  a  fceptre 
which  extended  to  they^^uttermipJljHVrts  of 
the  Earth. — Kings  came  to  the  *9  brightnefs 
of  his  rifing\  an^  from  the  extremities  of 
the  eaft  to  thofe  of  the  weft,  ,evpTy».kne|5 
bent  in  homage  to  the  name  of  J«»u;**,..r 

If  it  be  objected,  that  this  S^tual 
Kingdom  was  nothing  more  with  relation 
to  its  head,  than  that  life  in  others  breath, 
which  hais  frequently  been  the  eirthly 
portion  after  their  deccafe  of  iHuftrious 
mortals ;  and  that  the  man  was  crucified, 
whilft  only  the  name  was  enthroned.— 


37  Ifai.  Hii.  3.  38  Pfalm  ii.  8. 

^  Ifai.  Ix,  3.  40  2  Cor.  x.  4. 


We 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


S  E  R  M  O  N      IV.  15^ 

We  anfwer,  that  when  his  ftandard  was  firft 
raifed,  the  Lord  was  fenfibly  prefent  with 
his  Difciples  in  fpirit  and  in  power,  that  he 
fumiflied  thofe  ipoeapons  which  were  ^^^  mighty 
to  the  pulling  doxjon  ofjlrong  holds;  and  ac- 
tually led  on  his  followers  to  the  conqueftof 
the  world. — ^That  when  his  prefence,  on  the, 
decided  viftory  of  his  religlion  over  pa- 
gani/m,  ceafed  to  be  attefted  by  miracles, 
it  continued  to  be  attefted  by  his  provi- 
dence, and  that  by  the  proteftion  of  his 
church  he  ftill  fpeaks  as  diftinftly  to  the 
reafon,  as  by  the  raifing  of  it  he  formerly 
did  to  the  fenfes. — That  fhould  thefe  afler- 
tions  be  incapable  of  proof;  (and  they 
are  capable  of  the  ftrongeft,)  our  argu- 
ment would  by  no  means  be  loft : — its  ob- 
je6i  not  being  to  propofe  in  the  fpiritual 
empire  of  our  Lord  upon  earth  a  com- 
penfation  for  his  fufferings ;  but  in  the 
converflon  of  the  hearts  of  men,  to 
eftablifti  fuch  a  fignal  exertion  of  the  Di- 
vinity as  was  fufficient  to  demonftrate 
Chrijl  crucified  to  be  the  power  of  God. 

40  2  Cor.  X.  4^ 

Within 
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Within  the  compafs  of  a  pulpit  dit 
courfe  k  is  impoffible  to  croud  all  the  ar* 
gamerus  of  which  my  fubjeft  will  admit ; 
or  even  to  give  their  proper  force  to  thofc 
which  I  have  been  able  to  adduce. — ^I 
rauft  content  myfelf  therefore  with  juft 
Iketching  an  outline  for  your  ovi'n  reflec-^ 
iion  to  $11  up,  and  ^your  own  reading  to 
enlarge. 

What  has  been  advanced,  however  will 
authorize  us  to  fay  to  the  unbeliever ;— ^ 
If  you  are  ftill  blind  to  thofe  manifeftations 
of  the  Divinity,  which  compell  us  with 
the  Apollle  to  acknowledge  the  crucified 
roan  Chrifi  Jefus  to  be  the  power  of  God^ 
your  blindnefs  is  the  bliudnefs  of  prejudice 
and  of  obftinacy.  Can  you  withhold 
your  affent  from  the  fads  which  we  have 
related? — ^If  you  can,  you  will  furpafe 
in  ability  the  moft  redoubted  of  the  firft 
adverfariesof  thcGofpel. — At  a  much  re- 
tooter  period,  and  confequendy  with  very 
inferior  means  of  knowledge,  you  will  tri* 
uroph  over  impoflure,  which  has  fucccA 

fully 
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fuWydcfiedtheinveteracyof  the  Jew,  and 
the  fagacity  of  the  Greek. — Neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  pretended  to  contro- 
vert the  exigence  of  thofe  miracles,  whidb 
diftinguiflied  the  life  and  death  of  Jesus* 
Bat  what  they  could  not  controvert^  at 
refting  on  the  largeft  body  of  human  tefti* 
mony  which  ever  ftrengthened  the  at- 
tefiation  of  fafls,  they  preverfely  attribu* 
ted  to  the  operation  of  magick. —  la  this 
inftance  indeed  of  their  malice,  the  dif- 
ference of  the  times  in  which  you  live  will 
not  permit  you  to  follow  them. — ^In  thHr 
days  Chrifldanity  was  in^perfedly  fecii 
through  a  dim,  or  a  difcolouring  me^iun^ 
It  was  either  covered  with  the  darknefs  of 
perfecution ;  or,  juft  emerging  from  the 
cloud  of  its  difficulties,  was  grofsly  fullied 
by  the  human  paffions  of  its  profefTors. — 
But  in  yours  it  is  fully  unveiled,  and 
blazes  forth  in  all  the  **  beauty  of  holinefu 
All  its  glorious  tendencies  to  reform,  to 
enlighten^  and  to  comfort; — all  its  bright 


41   1  Chron.  xvi.  29. 

train 
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train  of  virtues,  fo  fitted  to  dwell  upon 
JEarth,  yet  with  their  fteps  direfted  to 
Heaven,  are  now  completely  difplayed; 
and  acknowledged  by  the  gratitude  of  the 
world. — To  afcribe,  therefore,  its  external 
evidences  to  the  agency  of  an  evil  fpirit 
would  in  this  age  argue  the  extreme  of 
madnefs,  rather  than  of  malice.— 

You  mull  either  then,  with  a  boldnefs 
and  fuccefs  unknown  to  ancient  infidelity, 
overthrow  the  miracles  of  Gofpel  hiftory ; 
or  you  muft  receive  the  truth  of  that  re- 
ligion, which  they  fo  effeftually  authentic 
cate* 

No— eluding  the  alternative  you  affeft 
to  take  up  the  argument  on  higher  grounds. 
You  aflert  that  the  whole  fcheme  of  Chrif- 
tian  Redemption  fo  abfolutely  contradifts 
the  fuggeftions  of  your  reafon,  that  no 
weight  of  external  teftimony  can  force  it 
on  your  belief.  Witneffes,  in  oppofition 
to  the  ftrongeft  current  of  motives,  may 

lie; 
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lie;  and  miracles  of  the  moftnnfufpicioDf 
charaaer  may  be  forged :— though  the 
falfehood  cannot  be  traced,  and  the  for- 
gery fliould  baffle  deteftion.— But  any  fdp- 
pofition  is  to  be  admitted  in  preference 
to  the  abfurdity  on  which  the  Chriftian 
Theology  is  founded.— That  jaftic^  fhould 
be  propitiated  by  the  fufierings  of  the  in- 
nocent;—that  the  fon  of  the  Eternal 
Father  fhould  defcend  to  bear  the  pu- 
nifljBoent  of  oaroflfences  on  the  crofs,  is  to 
yoar- conviOion  Jboli/hfie/s.^Bm  to  ours 
it  is  zoifdom,  ns^y  fupreme  wifdom,  tke- 
tot/Hem  of  God: 

And  this  is  the  Jicond  affertion  of  the 
text,     •  >       .■;    ..f, 

■    ■••.•.,;.,•.■> 

-  Bqt  having  already,  my  Brethren,  tref- 
l)afled  largely  on  ydur  attention^  I  will 
referveMthislview  of  the  propiiiatbry  fa^ 
icrificid  of  Chrift  for  the  difcuffion  of  the 
evening's  difcourfe.  At  prefent  only  fol. 
low  me  with  audience  whilft  I  offer  a  few 


re- 
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TtBc&ions^  fuggefted  by  the  fubje£lof  the 
pivceding  examination. 

God  farHd  ^  thai  roe  JhouU  glcry  f(we 
in  the  Cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ* 

For  in  no  other  obje^  my  Brethren, 
can  man  glory,  without  folly  and  without 
crime. 

Are  yocT  diftinguiflied  by  the  goods  of 
fortune^  or  of  nature  in  that  fmall  circle 
of  fociety  which  is  occupied  by  your  ac- 
tion or  your  name? — Remember  tha^ 
your  advantages  proceed  from  the  fame^ 

GREAT  4ND  GOOD  BeING  who»  fOT  ptUT- 

pofes  of  wifdom,  and  of  righteou&efif^ 
withholds  them  from  thofe  who  are  around 
you : — that  to  tlwie  advantages  are  annex*^ 
ed  higher  duties  and  ftri6);er  obligations;-^ 
that  the  longeft  exiftence  of  human  en* 
joyment  is — a  moment; — ^that  the  firmeft 
of  human  tenures  is  infecurity — and  that 

i^  1  Gal.  vL  14* 

any 
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Any  onfe  of  the  thoufand  minifiers  of  the 
Divine  Juftice,  which  are  perpetually 
walking  ^^  in  darknefs  over  the  earth  to 
chailife  the  prefumption  of  man,  may  ia 
an  inftant  tear  from  you  thofe  dillinflions 
on  which  you  fondly  rely : — ^may  humble 
your  riches  into  poverty,  your  power  into 
dependence,  your  health  intodifeafe,  or 
the  vigour  of  your  intelleS  into  infirtaity. 
With  thefe  truths  fettled  in  your  mind,  can 
you  fo  affiront  your  own  reafon ; — can  you 
offer  fuch  outrage  to  your  degraded  neigh- 
bour, and  your  infulted  God,  as  to  glory 
in  what  is  yours  by  permiflion  only  and 
upon  truft; — a  fugitive  and  uncertain,  an 
tmaccountable  and  dangerous  iiiperiority? 
No— as  to  rejoice  **  in  hope  is  the  piety  of 
depreflion^  to  ^^  rejoice  with  trtwJblin^  is 
the  wifdom  of  pre-eminence* 

But  the  pride  which  was  not  made  for 
MAN,  becometh  well  the  Christian* 

43  Pfalm  1x4  6.  44  Rom.  xii*  12. 

45  Pfalm  ii.  11. 

I  Who 
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Who  art  thou,  on  -whcm  the  hand  of 
this  world  lies  heavy?  Who,  hungry 
and  naked,  deftitute  and  defpifed,  feemeft 
to  have  wrung  out  the  dregs  of  that  tup 
which  is  mingled  by  the  Almighty  in  his 
difpleafure  ?— Look  at  that  crofs !— Purvey 
that  agonising  form  which  is  ftretched 
upon  it!— attend  to  th^i  cry  of  departure 
at  which  the  earth  is  (haken,  and  the  Hea- 
vens are  darkened ; — it  is  the  punifhinent 
of  HIM  tofu)  4*  toas  holy,  harrdefs,  WfdeJUidj 
which  b  before  thee — it  is  thfc  p&tu&r  <^ 
God,  whofe  mortal  conflift  has  thrdwn  na- 
ture into  convuKioils. 


Aflceft  thou  the  meaning  of  the  dread- 
ful my  ftery? — What  mighty  caufe  could 
make  Km.  «  to  he  Jin,  who  knew  no  Jin? 
— ^What  exalted  objeft  could  claim  fuch 
fuffering  condefcenfion  from  the  bright- 
mjs  4'  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  expreji 
image  of  his  Perjan. — Liften,  thou  man 
of  worldly  wretchednefs ! — The  meaning 


'f 


46  Hebr,  vii.  26.  47  s  Cor,  v.  21. 

48  Hebr.  i.  3. 


of 
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of  the  dreadful  myfkry,  —  that  mighty 
caufe,  and  that  exalted  objeft,  are  in  th  y* 
SELF.-^Angels  fell — arid  there  was  ^^  no 
intercejfirr. — ^But  for  thy  tranfgreffions  the 
Son  of  the  living  God  becomes  a  facrifice: 
and  to  be  the  Captain  qfthyfalvatian^Jkb- 
mits  ^^  to  be  made  perfeEl  by  fufferings.'r-- 
Attend  to  the  ennobling  revelation! — in 
confcious  dignity  raife  thy  head,  however 
loaded  with  the  wrongs  of  life,  and  glory 
in  the  crofs  of  Chrijl: 

Yes,  my  beloved,  in  all  the  real  gran* 
deur  of  man,  this  brother  5*  of  low  degree^ 
this  outcaftof  the  people,  is  equal  with  the 
lords  of  the  earth. — Chriji^^gave  himfelf 
a  ranfomfor  all. 

But  when  we  refleft  on  this  proud  oc- 
caiion  of  triumph,  let  us  not  forget  that 
to  the  righteous  only  it  can  juftly  belong. 

49  Ifai.  lix.  16.  6°  Hebr.  ii.  lo, 

6*  James  i,  9.  5*  1  Tim.  ii.  6. 

1 2  Wheii 
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When  the  ^^fmall  amd  the  great  Jldfid  he* 
fore  Godt  will  it  avail  us  that  we  plead,— ^ 
Lord !  we  have  entered  by  baptifm  into 
thy  Church ; — we  have  gloried  in  thy  Cro/s; 
we  have  confeffed  thee  to  be  the  power  of 
God?^-^'^  it  not  be  afked,— Ifye  enter* 
ed  by  baptifm  into  my  Church,  why  did  ye 
negleft  the  engagement  of  that  foleittn 
initiation? — If  ye  gloried  in  my  crofs^ 
why  did  ye  not  receive  the  inftru6lion 
which  it  offered,  and  Icrve  one  another  even 
as  54 1  loved  you? — If  ye  confeffed  me  to 
be  the  power  of  God,  why  did  ye  mock 
me  with  the  devotion  of  the  lips,  and  not 
honour  me  with  that  of  the  heart  ? 

In  this  awful  crifis,  that  we  m4y  not 
hear  thofe  dreadful  words, — I  know  you 
not,  depart  ssfrom  me  ye  wicked  ; — let  us^ 
while  we  exult  in  that  importance  of  our 
nature,  which  could  obtain  fuch  high  re- 
gard, be  humbled,  and  ftruck  with  horror 

S3  Rev.  XX.  12.  ^4  John  xiii.  34. 

65  Matt,  vii.  23. 

at 
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at  that  enormity  of  fin,  which  could  exa£l 
fuch  mighty  expiation* 

Neither  let  us  be  deceived.— The  effi- 
cacy of  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  prevailing  as 
it  is,  extends  not  to  the  tranfgreffions  of 
the  future;  and,  to  be  brought  home  to 
ourfelves,  muft  be  fought  with  that  godly 
forrow  ^^  which  worketh  repentance. 

Senfible  of  this  important  truth,  let  us 
not  delay  to  feize  the  hope,  which  is  now 
within  our  reach ;  nor  fondly  dream  of  a 
morrow,  which  to  us  may  never  exift.— 
When  we  give  to  procrailination  the  mo* 
ments  of  this  invaluable  day  affaivation^ 
let  us  refleft,  and  let  the  refleftion  ftrike 
upon  our  hearts,  that  each  of  thefe  mo- 
ments may  be  charged  with  the  fate  of 
eternity. 

Let  us  then.  Christians,  this  inflant, 
arife  *7  and  go  unto  our  Father  ;— ^in  deep 

S^  2  Cor.  yiu  lo.  67  Luke  xv.  i8. 

1 3  con- 
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contrition  kt  us  feek  him  at  the  Holy 
T A  B  L  E :  there  let  us  pour  oiit  our  wretch- 
ednefs  before  him. — There  let  us  adjure 
him  by  the  blood  of  our  Redeemer, 
to  pardon  all  that  is  paft^  and  through 
the  mediation  of  our  Great  High 
Priest  to  fan6Hfy  all  that  is  to  come. — 
Thus  fought  he  will  be  found ; — thus  en- 
treated he  will  hear. — For  our  fins  he  will 
accept  the  atonement  of  the  cross;  and 
to  our  infirmities  he  wiU  indulge,  at  the 
fuitof  our  Intercessor,  the  affiftance  of 
his  Holy  SpiRit. — And  then; — ^with 
minds  refcoed  from  the  conTdenrce  of  guilt, 
and  with  endeavows  led  on  from  viftory 
to  viftory,  we  fliall  run  5^  with  incrtafrng 
confidence  the  ruce  that  is  Jet  before  us,  pof- 
fe?Bed  of  ^11  the  limited  prefent,  and  with 
hopes  expatiating  in  the  boundlefs  future, 
in  all  59  things  both  of  life  and  of  death 
more  than  conquerors^  we  fhall  feel,  and 

h^  Hd).  xii.  1.  59  Rom.  viii.  37. 

grate- 
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gratefully  acknowledge,  that,  tbfave,  to 
ftrengthen,  to  comfort,  and  to  blefs  us— 
Christ  Crucified  is  the  Power  op 
God. 


I4  $£R. 
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SERMON        V 

On  the  Atonement  of  Christ. 


1  Cor  I.  23,  24. 

WE  PREACH  CHRIST  CRUCIFIED,  UNTO  THE 
JEWS  A  STUMBLING  BLOCK ;  AND  UNTO 
THE  GREEKS  FOOLISHNESS;  BUT  UNTO 
TH?M  WHICH  ARE  CALLED,  BOTH  JEWS 
AND  GREEKS,  CHRIST  THE  POWER  OF 
GOD  AND  THE  WISDOM  OF  GOD. 

IN  the  morning's  difcourfe,  my  Bre- 
thren, we  confidered  in  the  paffion  of 
Jefus  thofe  ftriking  circumftances  >^hich 
proved  him  to  be  thepcmcr  of  God. 

The  fubjeft  of  our  attention  was  afto- 
nifhing  and  fublime« — ^A  man  with  eyes 

Hbarchmg 
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learching  the  depths  of  the  heart ;— inno- 
cent yet  punifhed ; — unoffending^  yet  per- 
fecuted  with  hatred ;  the  difpofer  of  his 
own  fate,  yet  fubmitting  to  the  loweft 
abafemeiit,  and  to  the  fharpeft  anguifh ; — 
above  the  littlenefs  of  pride  and  the  frailty 
of  refentment,  reviled  *  bvi  reviling  not 
agaiuyfuffering  hut  not  threathing ;  in  this 
moment  entreating  like  a  fuppliant  for  the 
ignorance  of  man ; — ^in  the  next,  like  a 
fovereign,  granting  pardon  to  his  repent- 
ance : — and  throwing  over  the  whole  dark 
fcene  of  humiliation  and  punifhmenti  a 
blaze  of  glory,  fufficient  to  difclofe  the 
divinity  of  the  fuflPerer. 

To  the  degradation  and  death  fucceed-^ 
ed  the  triumph  and  dominion  of  Jefus. 

We  beheld  the  ^  fione  cut  out  zvithoiU 

hands  breaking  to  pieces  the  image  ofworldy 

Jlrcngth^  becoming  agreat  mountain^  andJiU 

I  i  Pet.  ii.  23.  a  Dan.  ii.  34. 

linf^ 
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ling  the  earth.— ^Andi  him  who  was  ^  num- 
bered zvith  the  tranfgreffbrs  on  Calvary, 
poflfeffed  of  that  Kiv^dorriA  T^hichGoiJtt 
up,  and  which  Jhall  never  be  dejiroyed. 

Ii>  fapport  of  this  wonderful  nvratiop, 
we  have  authority  of  the  leaft  queftiou- 
able  nature. 

1.  That  of  contemporaries,  and  eye- 
witnefl'es ;  who  fuffered  for  the  teftimo- 
ny  they  bore,  and  to  whom  filence  had 
been  temporal  fafety,  and  miCreprefenta- 
tion  temporal  advantage. 

2.  That  of  a  long  feries  of  writers, 
which  immediately  fucceeding  to  the  times 
of  thefe  firft  witneffes,  confirmed  their 
teftimony,  by  eftaWiihing  the  nnfullied 
integrity  of  their  chara6ler^ — ^and  of  their 
works. 

3.  T^at  of  the  primitive  Church ;  which, 
raifed  by  thefe  firft  witneffes,  protefted 

d  Ifai.  liii.  12.  4  Dan.  ii.  44. 

their 
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their  writings  \fkh  the  moft  jealous  atten* 
lion,  and  provided  for  their  prefervation 
and  purity  by  difperfing  them  in  various 
languages,  and  by  enjoining  the  frequent 
and  publick  recital  of  them. 

4.  That  of  univerfalhiftory — Chriftian 
and  Pagan,  ancient  and  modem,  which 
attefts  the  providential  growth  of  the  Gof- 
pel  kingdom,  and  the  revolution  it  eflfec- 
ted  on  the  earth. 

To  this  ftrong  pihalanx  of  authority, 
enforced  by  the  majefty  of  wide-rcigning 
And  long  fettled  opinion,  thfe  unbeliever 
can  make  feeble  oppofition.    Unequal  to 
the  conteft  of  the  open  field,  he  aims  the 
wound  of  iniinuation;  or  Ikirmiflhes  with 
-the  light  infuks  of  ridicule, — ^If  he  deteft 
among  the  confederate  bands  a  weaker  in- 
dividual obtruded  injudicioufly  into  the 
ranks,  he  fingles  out  the  objeft  of  his  at- 
tack,— and  proud  of  the  contemptible  ad- 
vantage. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


140  S  E  R  M  O  N      V. 

vantage,  triumphs  for  a  viftory  which  he 
has  not  atchieved. 

Neither  are  thefe  alt  the  artifices  by 
which  he  endeavours  to  compenTate  his 
want  of  force. 


At  one  time — affuming  the  fubtlety  of 
metaphyjkal^  (a)  difquifition^  he  defcants 
on  the  imperfe£l,  and  fallacious  notices 
of  the  fenJTes  ;  on  the  creative  powers 
of  excited  paffion ;  on  the  propriety  of 
balancing  improbabilities;  and  then  deter- 
mining  any  fufpenfion  or  change  of  the 
laws  of  nature  (which  he  confiders  as 
fomething  elfe  than  the  will  of  God,)  to 
be  more  improbable  than  the  fallibility  of 
any  human  teftimony,  concludes,  that  no 
authority  is  fufficient  to  ellablilh  a  mi* 
racle* 

At  another  time,  armed  for  the  aecom*- 
pliftiment  of  his  defign  with  the  advan- 

.'  {a)  Htsne  on  Miracles,  Nat.  Rel.  &o 

tages 
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lages  ly^  hijloric  narration  ; — on  the  many 
ihftatices  oF  prieftly  impofition  and  of 
popular  Ci'edulity  with  which  the  annah 
of  univerfal  theology  are  difgraced,  he 
^ftlal-ges  with  exultation;  and  in  veiling 
the  mock  miracles  6f  falfe.  Or  corrupted 
religions  in  evident^  and  credit  not  their 
t)wn,  from  the  acknowledged  knavery  of 
tke/e  he  wiflies  to  infer  the  latent  knavery 
of  all. — Or  aflPefting  with  impartial  inves- 
tigation, to  trace  ftupendous  (b)  effefts  to 
common  caufes  he  endeavours  to  withdraw 
the  EXERTED  Deity  from  out  fight.— 
Where  there  is  too  little  for  his  purpofe, 
Jie  creates;  where  too  much,  he  anni- 
hilates^,— and  over  the  whole  furface  of 
hisfalfehoodhefpins  a  thin  web  of  truth, 
ornamented  with  the  fparkle  of  an  artifi* 
cial  and  high-wrought  ftyle. 

To  fuch  difingenuous  expedients  are 
men  driven  by  their  enmity  to  that  sys- 

{b)  Hiftoxy  of  the  Decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman 
Ejnpire. 

TEM 
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TEM  OF  HOLINESS,  who  carrics  in  5  her 
right  hand  tterrdty  of  days,  and  in  her  left 
the  riches' and  honours  of  Heaven! 

But  from  whence  this  unnatural  aver* 
fion  to  objefts  the  mod  delightful  to  the 
human  heart? — ^From  whence  thefe  ftrenu- 
ous  efforts ;  the  end  of  which  muft  be 
temporal  defpair,  and  may  be  everlafting 
ruin?  Whatever  motives  we  may  be  in- 
clined to  fuggeft  for  condu£l,  refpefting 
themfelves  fo  irrational,  and  refpefting 
others  fo  unjuftifiable; — ^the  patrons  of 
infidelity  will  aflure  us,  it  is  by  a  zeal  for 
tmth,  and  a  detellation  of  falfehood,  that 

they  are  a^uated. ^That  the  attempt 

to  impofe  on  their  belief  the  fufferings  of 
an  incarnate  God  for  the  offences  of  a  crea- 
ture, filling  fo  narrow  a  fphere  of  confe- 
quence  in  the  creation  as  man^  is  an  in- 
fult  on  reafon ;  which  the  fohs  of  reafon 
cannot  but  refent. . 

5  Prov.  ill.  x6^ 

Here 
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Here  then  we  meet,  and  while  we  refufe 
to  admit  the  Sll-fufficteiicy  of  reafoh»  on 
this  occafioQ  wfe  will  confent  to  bring  the 
whole  merits  of  our  caufe  before  her  re* 
ipeflable  though  fallible  tribunal. 

To  our  adverfaries^  Chfijt  crudjiti  is 

fmlijimtfs;  to  us  he  is  iht  vdfdom  ofGod*--^ 

And  by  the  wifckun  of  God  we  mean  not 

any  thing  dHtin6l  in  kindixom  the  wifdom 

of  man,  but  fuperior  only  in  degree. 

In  the  fcripture-account  of  the  intro* 
du6lion  of  fin,  there  is  nothing  which 
ftrikes  us  as  improbable.  Man  placed 
originally  by  his  Creator  in  a  flate  of  much 
happinefs,  and  deflined  for  more,  was,  as 
all  rational  creatures  necelFarily  muft  be; 
fubjefted  to  law;  or  the  obfervance  of 
certain  conditions  was  enjoined  to  him,  as 
the  means  of  fecuring  the  prefent.,  and  of 
entitling  himfelf  to  the  future  favour  of 
his  God.  But  what  conditions  were  a- 
dapted  to  his  charafter  and  circumflan- 

ces? 
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ces?  He  came  indeed  from  the  hand  of 
his  Maker  with  large  capacities  of  intel*. 
leftual  and  moral  perception,— but  with 
thefe  capacities,  not  filled  by  experience, 
nor  occupied  by  many  ob]e6b,  he  was  yet 
in  the  chUdhood  of  intelle6hial  and  moral 
agency.— To  his  underftanding,  whatever 
irivolved  the  abftraft  idea  of  fpiritual 
obedience  was  ill-accommodated; — and  to 
his  fituation,  enriched  by  the'  prodigality 
of  primeval  nature,  and  connefted  with 
only  one  of  his  own  fpecies,  to  whom  he 
was  bound  by  the  clofeft  of  ties,  any  in- 
fringement of  the  ethic  duties  was  nearly 
impoilible. 

The  terms  thertfore  of  his  obedieiice 
were  fettled  by  goodness  and  wisdom. 
Simple  and  obvious  td  the  fetifes ;  eafy  to 
be  obferved;  yet  liable  to  be  broken. — 
Thoujhalt  not  eat  of  it,  for  in  the  day  that 
thou  eatefi  thereof  thoujhdtfurely  die» 

On 
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On  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  command^ 
the  penalty  was  incurred,  and  the  qffen^ 
dcr^  Man,  according  to  the  eftablifihed  or- 
der of  nature*  b^ai  a  fan  in  his  axon  Hie-- 
ne/s,  qfbtr  his  image ;  and  riot  as  he  him- 
felf  was  created,  in  the  likenefs  and  after  ' 
the  image  of  God. 

This  is  the  account  ^iven  by  the  fcrip- 
tures  of  the  origin  of  fin ; — and  it  is  flampt 
with  the  venerable  fimplicity  of  truth. — 
If  however  it  (hould  be  rejefted  by  our 
adverfaries,  let  themTubftitute  in  its  place, 
any  other  which  the  wantonnefs  of  hypo- 
thefis  may  fuggeft. — All  on  which  we  in- 
fill, as  neceflary  to  our  argument,  is  the 
exiftence  and  the  extended  corruption  of 
fin ;  from  the  taint  of  which  no  indivi- 
dual of  the  human  race  is  abfolutely  fra. 
And  thefe  melancholy  fa6ls  are  too  evi- 
dent to  be  denied. 

But  if  it  be  certain  that  fin  exifts,  it  is 

equally  certain  that  it  muft  be  difpleafing 

K  to 
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to  that  prefiding  Beings  whofe  holinefs 
and  jullice  are  as  deeply  imprefied  upon 
his  wotks^  as  his  wiidom,  and  his  power. 
For  the  tendency  of  (in  to  difarrange  that 
order,  and,  to  the  extent  of  its  influ^ 
ence,  to  break  that  harmony  which  he 
has  eftablifhed,  is  as  evident  as  its  exift<* 
ence.  But  as  (in  never  can  be  an  obje£): 
of  approbation  with  an  holy  God»  fa 
muft  it  be  an  objefl  ofpuni/hmentwith  a 
JUST  God. 

The.  HIGH  AND  LOFTY  Ome^  tl^at  in^ 
habiteth  Eternity,  cannot,  it  is  tni^  he 
touched  with  a  feeling  of  refentment,  or 
revenge, — God,  as  a  fpirit,  muft  necefla- 
rily  be  without  paflions ;  and  placed  at 
an  infinite  diftance  above  his  creadon,  he 
muft  be  infinitely  raifed  above  thole  com- 
petitions, which  awaken  them  in  fubordi- 
nate  creatures.  But  as  the  Governor  of 
the  world — ^for  the  vindication  of  his  ju(^ 
tice,  and  the  general  prefervation  of  his 

^  Ifai.  Ivii.  15, 

Uws, 
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Taws,  he  muft  correft  the  violation .  of 
order. 

Imprifoned  in  matter,  our  limited  fa- 
culties can  extend  to  a  very  fmall  portioh 
of  that  fyftem,  which,  as  it  is  forined  by 
Omnipotence,  may  occupy  infinity. 
To  comprehend  all  the  relations  and  de- 
pendencies of  this  ftupendous  fyftem  muft 
exceed  the  capacity  of  any  finite  intelli- 
gence. But,  from  what  we  know  of  it, 
we  may  infer  that  intimacy  of  connexion 
between  its  parts,  which  might  render 
the  impunity  of  fin,  in  one  t)f  them,  the 
encouragement  of  it  in  another — and 
thus,  if  the  diforder  muft  eventually  l)e 
chaftiied,  what  here  is  partial  indulgence, 
may  there  be  partial  feverity. 

But  not  to  reft  on  conjefture,  however 
probable — ^we  are  afliired  by  what  we  fee 
of  the  .nature  and  confequences  of  fin, 
that  it  behoved  the  Monarch  of  the 
Universe  to  manifeft  his  juftice  in  the 
puniflitaent  of  it — ^but  He,  whom  we  are 

K2  per- 
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mitted  to  call  our  Father,  was  moved 
with  pity  for  his  offspring. — ^He  wifhed  to 
feparate  xkejinner  from  the  Jin. — ^To  ad- 
mit \h^  former  on  certain  conditions  into 
his  favour,  whilft,  by  his  exprejffed  detefta- 
tion  of  the  latter ^  the  holinefs,  and  the 
dignity  of  his  government  were  afferted* 
— ^How  then  could  thefe  ends  beeflfefted?' 
— By  what  method  could  he  reconcile 
thofe  jarring  charafters  of  the  righte- 
ous *MONARCH     OF     THE    UniVERSE,* 

and  the  gracious  Father  of  Man  ? — 
By  no  other,  as  far  as  we  are  (c)  able  to 
conceive,  thtn  by  admitting  in  the  place 
of  the  offender  the  fubftitution  of  fome 
being,  whofe  fufferings  might  declare  the 
abhorrence  of  the  Holy  One  to  fin,  and 
whofe  merit  might  effeftually  intercede 

{c)  The  Apoftles  frequently  declare  that  the  fcheme 
of  Man's  redemption  by  the  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift  w« 
the  eSe£l  of  divine  love  and  of  divine  wifdom\  but 
they  never  afTume  to  limit  the  mercy  or  the  wifdom  of 
God,  by  aflerting  that  the  one  could  not  devife  other 
terms  on  which  fin  might  be  pardoned;  or  that  the  othet 
could  not  extend  to  it  unconditional  remiflion* 

for 
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for  the  reftoration  of  the  offender  to 
Grace. 

But  what  being  was  fuited  to  the 
mighty  work? — the  whole  race  (f  7  man 
was  guilty  before  God^-^-and  no  individual 
of  it  had  any  thing  to  offer  which  was  not 
already  forfeited.  The  angdic  body  was 
finJeis,  but  dependent.  In  one  of  its  n^em- 
bers,  therefore,  to  engage  on  this  occa- 
fion  from  the  impulfe  of  his  own  will,  had' 
been  difrefpeft  to  his  Xing. — To  under- 
take the  tafk  in  obedience  to  command 
had  been  nothing  more  than  duty : — and 
in  either  cafe  there  would  not  have  been 
that  merit  in  the  a£lion,  which  was  effen- 
tial  to  its  perfe6Uon« 

That  entire  exemption  from  fin,  which 
was  obnoxious  to  no  punifliment — that 
degree  of  independence  which  brought 
with  it  the  right  of  felf-difpofal — that  ex- 
alted rank  to  which  the  condefcenfion 
could  not  be  enjoined;  and  which,  by 

7  Rom.  ill.  19; 

K3  the 
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the  importance  of  the  atoneioent  evin* 
cing  the  enormity,  and  the  danger  of  fin, 
would  check  the  progrefs  of  its  ravage, 
were  the  requifites  for  the  awful  and  effi- 
cient fubftitution : — and  in  what  glorious 
being  could  thefe  requilitps  be  found,  but 
in  tke^NoKD^who  was  with  Goi^^  and 
the  WoiiD  who  was  God  ? 

To  what  part  therefore  of  this  fcheme 
can  the  moft  accurate  reafon  objeft ; — or 
Uie  moft  fublime  refufe  to  fubmit  ? 

That  fin  cannot  be  expiated  without 
fufiering,  perfonal  or  vicarious,  is  a  truth 
in  which  mankind  have  unanimoufly  con^^ 
curred,  as  the  bloody  rites,  common  to 
all  religions,  fufficiently  atteft. 

The  inftitution  of  facrifice  was  nearly 
coeval  with  the  birth  of  fin ;  and  that 
the  author  of  it  was  God,  is  probable 
from  reafon,  and  evident  from  fcripture 
— ^its  eftablifhment  in  the  Jewifli  fyftem 

®  John  i.  1. 
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was  wifely  adapted  to  the  leading  6bjc6ls 
of  that  local  and  iiitrodu6lory  dilpenfa* 
tion — for  it  fpoke  folemnly  to  the  fenles 
of  a  grofs  people,  that  the  wages  of  Jin  are 
death  gj  and  it  pointed  dire£lly  to  that 
great  propitiation  by  hlood,  with  which 
the  old  covenant  wais  to  conclude,  and 
the  new  to  commence. 

TAe  blood  *^  rf  bulls,  and  qfgo/Us,  hm* 
ever^  could  pojfefs  no  virtue  to  take  awa^ 
Jim;  and  muft  be  indebted  for  its  whde 
value  to  the  immediate  appointment,  and 
the  efpecial  acceptance  of  God.— For, 
not  to  urge  the  inconfiftency  of  fuppofing 
that  the  guilt  of  one  nature  can  be  expi- 
ated by  the  fufferings  of  another,  the 
-ends  of  punifhment  would  be  very  inade- 
quately attained  by  fuch  an  inferior  fub- 
flitution — afferting^  but  feebly  the  dignity 
of  the  Almighty's  government,  it  could 
enforce  but  partially  and  imperfedly  the 
obfervation  of  his  laws— from  the  poor  it 

9  Rom.  vi.  23.  10  Heb.  x.  4. 

K4  would 
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would  almoft  with-bold  the  profpeCfc  of 
pardon,  vhile  to  the  rich  it  would  almoft 
indulge  a  licentious  impunity. 

But  the  atonement  of  Chrift  made  in 
the  nature,  which  offended,  whilft  it  vin- 
dicated the  greatnefs  of  the  Divine  Ma- 
jefty,  operated  equally  and  powerfully 
towards  the  prefervation  of  the  divine 
laws — and  it  was,  therefore,  received  as 
fetis&dory  by  the  clemency  of  God. — 
With  refpeftto  the  Saviour — to  offer  one 
mighty  facrifice,  the  prevalence  of  which 
(hould  extend  to  the  whole  body  of  fin; 
and  frpm  the  beginning  to  the  end  eE 
time,  was  an  objeft  worthy  of  his  hea- 
venly POWER. — To  refcue,  a  world  of 
criminals  from  the  punifhment  to  which 
they  were  expofed,  and  to  obtain  for 
them  the  capacity  of  rewards,  to  which, 
even  as  innocent,  they  could  not  be  en- 
titled, was  an  objeft  worthy  of  his  he  a* 

VENLY  LOVE, 
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It  may,  however,  ftill  be  urged,  that 
the  peilalty  annexed  to  guilt,  could  not  in 
firi&iefs  be  abfolved  by  innocence ;  and 
that  it  was  the  a6lual  punilhment  of  the 
delinquent  which  was  the  demand  of  ri- 
gorous juftice. 

This  muft,  in  part,  be  allowed;  and#' 
although  juftice  may  with  propriety  be 
accounted  fatisfied,  when  the  defign  of 
that  punifhment  which  it  awards  is  fully 
accomplilhed ;  we  have  already  admitted 
that  the  fubftitution  of  Chrift,  however 
admirably  adapted  to  the  glorious  ends 
which  it  had  in  view,  was  crowned  with 
its  full  and  &ial  efficacy  only  by  the  ac« 
cepting  mercy  of  God. 

To  bring  this  part  of  the  argument 
clofer  to  our  fight; — let  us  fuppofe  that 
an  innocent  man  offers  to  fufiPer  for  his 
guilty  friend, — ^if  he  were  the  independent 
arbiter'  of  his  own  fate; — ^if  the  force  of 
the  example  would  be  equally  powerful ; 
— rif  the  prefervation  of  the  public  good 

would 
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ifould  be  cquilly  fecnred  by  his  punHh- 
ment ; — and  if  the  magiftrate  were  hkn-* 
felf  uncpntroUcd,  and  niiaccouiitable^  the 
oSert  I  affirm^  might  be  accepted,  and 
the  lawst  unacquainted  with  revenge,  aind 
indifferent  to  the  fufiferings  of  the  indivi- 
dual, would  not  be  injured  by  the  accept- 
'tfnce.  But  not  to  enquire  whether  any 
of  the  ends  of  puniflunent  would  in  fuch 
a  cafe  be  anfwered. — ^Man  is  not  the  iiv^ 
dependent  aii)iter  of  his  own  fate — his 
life  belongs  to  his  family,  to  his  friends^ 
to  his  country,  to  his  God. — ^To  part  with 
it  therefore  on^  any  motion  of  his  own; 
would  be  an  inVafion  of  the  rights  of 
others ;  and. a  breach  of  the  general  order 
— ^the  offer,  then,  which  the  offerer  had 
no  right  to  make,  the  magiftrate  could 
have  no  right  to  accept, — iieither  could 
the  magiftrate  himfelf^  controlled  and  ac- 
countable, on  *any  fuppofition,  admit  of 
the  J)roffered  exchange* 

But 
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But  to  apply  this  reafoning  to  the  Tub* 
je^  it  is  meant  to  ilhiilrate» 

.  The  laws  of  God  are  violated ;  and  the 
Son  of  God  crfFers  himfelf  to  the  punifli^ 
ment  incurred  by  the  violators. — The  of- 
ferer in  this  inftance  is  the  member  of  no 
fyftem,  and  is  amenable  to  no  laws  but 
thofe  of  the  Godhead,  or  which  are  the 
fame^  thofe  of  his  own  infinite  naturec-^ 
his  offer  then  thus  rightly  made  may  rights 
fully  be  accepted;  and  the  fupreme  Ma- 
giftrate  far  removed  from  the  weaknefs  of 
palTion  which  diforders  the  admhiifh^tion 
of  human  laws,  is  fenfible,  that  by  his  ac- 
ceptance of  it,  all  the  objefts  of  fubftantial 
juftice  will  effeftually  be  gained. 

We  have  now  confidered  at  fome  length 
the  Chriftian  dodrine  of  atonement,  and 
have  feen  that  in  perfeft  conformity  to 
all  his  acknowledged  attributes,  God  might 
permit  the  jttft  *  to  fvffcr  for  the  unjvfi. 

*«   1  Pet,  iii.  18. 

Bues 
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.  But  can  wc  believe  that  Ik  -who  is 
before  all  things^  and  by  TiJumi  all  things 
coTifiJlj  "  for  a  creature  fo  fubordinate 
as  man  would  fubmit  to  the  evil  of  pain, 
and  the  humiliation  of  death  P 

This  obje£kk>n,  my  Brcthra%  is  frequent- 
ly urged  by  the  fame  defcrijptioA  of  per- 
fons,  who  are  fo  forward  to  ereft  them- 
ielves  into  a  tribunal  qualified  to  deter- 
mine on  the  bigheft  caufes, — with  an  in- 
confiftency  worthy  of  remark,  they  who 
on.  fome  occafions  cati  diminilh  human 
nature  to  a  FiGMY,  on  others  enlarge  hu- 
man reafon  to  a  giant  capable  of  war^ 
ing  againft  Heaven^— but  the  truth  is  19 
neither  of  thefe  extremes* 

Whilft  with  a  feeling  of  confcious  im- 
pcrfe£lion  we  confels  the  frailty  and  ig- 
norance of  man  in  his  prefent  probation- 
ary ftatCr  let  us  not  hefitate  to  afTert  the 
Eminence  of  bis  rank  in  the  creation ;— 1- 
let  us  with  becoming  boldnels  affirm,  that 

though 
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though  fullied,  and  defaced^  the  image  of 
the  M^et  is  yet  deeply  ftampt  upon  the 
human  gold ;— that  man  is  an  intel!e6lual 
and  moral  agent ; — and  that  however  va* 
lious  in  degree  may  be  the  intellectu- 
al and  MORAL,  in  kind  even  omnipo- 
tence  itfelf  (if  itmay  be  lawful  fo  to  fpeak) 
cannot  form  any  thing  of  higher  excel- 
lence. 

If  our  enemies,  therefore,  are  not  fo  un- 
philofophic  as  to  draw  their  notions  of 
man's  littlenefs  from  that  of  his  bulk,  and 
not  to  know  that  to  the  Inhabiter  op 
INFINITY,  an  atom  and  a  world  are  of 
equal  dimenfions,  they  muft  allow  that  he 
is  not  of  fuch  fmall  importance  among 
the  works  of  God,  but  that  his  eternal 
happinefs  and  mifery  might  be  objefts  of 
•a  (ize  to  engage  the  interference  of  the 
moft  elevated  nature.  That  the  great 
work  of  human  redemption  could  not  be 
accompliflied  without  that  fupreme  inter- 
ference, and  that  it  was  the  worthy  off- 

fpring 
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]pring  of  tfu  God  of  pfftoer  and  of  lane, 
Jias  already  been  fuffidently  determined.' 

We  may  now,  then,  challei^e  our  ad- 
verfaries,  to  point  out  in  this  fcheme  of  the 
ttconomy  of  redemption,  thofe  difEtulties 
which  are  irreconcileable  to  reafon. 

We  will  admit  indeed,  that  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  prefumptuous  inveftigation,  we 
might  find  the  idlenefs  of  our  curiofity 
repreffed  by  the  diftance  and  the  fublimity 
of  the  objeft;  for,  can  we  byfearcking 
find  '3  <mt  God? — Can  we  find  out  the  Al- 
mighty  toperfeBion? — He  hpldeth  back  tM' 
face  of  his  throne,  andfpreadeth  his  cloud 
upon  it.  But  if  there  be  depths  in  tAe 
great  myfiery  ^^of  Godlinefs,  not  to  be  fa- 
thomed by  the  fliort  line  of  our  under, 
ftandings,  we  may  confidently  affirm,  that* 
the  degree  of  knowledge  neceffary  to  our 
prefent  ftate  is  indulged ;  and  that  we  fee 
enough  of  the  divine  plai^  tobeaffured 

JS  Job  xi.  7.  Ml  Tim.iii.  16. 

that 
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that  Mer(y  *^  and  Truth  have  met  together 
init; 

Hiere  is  yet  another  andatnore  obvious 
vkw  of  the.  fubje6l,  which  hkewife  will 
demonftrate  in  Chrift  crucified  the  zvifdom 
gf  God. — My  time  indeed  will  permit  me 
to  (hew  it  only  in  an  imp^e6l  and  cur* 
lory  manner* 

Byti^  accepted  fubflitution  we  were 
exempted  from  punifliment,  we  were 
made  capable  of  reward,  aiKi  the  gates  of 
Heaven  were  thrown  open  to  our  endea«* 
voors  and  repentance :  but  it  was  proper 
to  make  us  in  fome  degree  worthy  of  that 
reward ;  to  inftruft  thofe  endeavours  and 
to  exite  that  repentance.  Chri/l  therefor^ 
Jyffered  not  only  for  afcUisfaBiimforJin, 
but  Itkewife  to.  leave  us  an  example,  that  ike 
mght  follow  ^^  his Jieps. 

Suited  to  this  important  end  were  all 

the  circumftances  of  his  manifeftation  on 

I     •    •  •  • 

J5  Pfalmlxxxv.  lo.  16  1  Pet.  ii.  21; 

earth 
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earth ; — to  the  conveniencies  of  affluence 
and  rank,  he  preferred  that  condition 
which  would  give  the  moft  forcible  lef- 
fon  of  example. — ^He  rejefted  the  pageant- 
ry and  glitter  of  the  world,  for  thefe  were 
nothing  to  the  great  obje6b  of  man.  To 
wean  us  -from  our  avarice.  He  had  not 
zukert  »7  to  lay  his  head. — To  humble  our 
ambition  Htrnadchimfelf  oj  no  reputatimfi 
.  and  took  on  him  the  form  *«  of  a  fervant^ 
— ^to  correft  our  fenfuality,  and  inculcate 
the  lightnefs  ^^  ofthofe  aJUBions  which  me 
hii  for  a  moment,  He  concluded  a 
courfe  of  continued  hardfliip  with  fuffer- 
ings,  and  a  painful  death. — Ought  we  to 
be  merciful^  juft,  and  holy  ? — Yes, — the 
LIFE  OF  Jesus  tells  us  that  we  ought.*- 
Muft  we  be  patient  under  injuries,  forgiv- 
ing to  our  enemies,  and  religned  to  the 
ibvereft  will  of  our  God? — ^Yes, — the 
DEATH  OF  Jesus  fpeaks  to  the  heart,  that 
we  muft. 


*7  Matt.  viii.  20.  18  Phil,  ii.  7. 

»9  2  Cor.  iv.  i/f 


And 
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And  is  not  all  which  has  been  advanced 
(we  may  demand  of  the  unbeliever)  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  you  perceive  in  Ch/rifi  cru- 
cified the  wifdom  of  God? — If  it  be  not — 
ceafe  to  vaunt  of  the  enlargement  of  your 
faculties,  or  of  the  liberality  of  your  mind 
— ^by  reafonings  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
have  been  now  offered,  the  moft  refined, 
the  moft  acute,  and  the  moft  fublime  of 
human  intelligencies,  {d)  have  been  influ- 
enced to  believe  and  adore.  If  to  you 
the  fame  arguments  carry  not  with  them 

{d)  The  argument  in  favour  of  revealed  religionl 
drawn  from  its  reception,  by  the  greateft  men  of  all 
ages,  fince  it  was  firft  promulged,  is  certainly  of  no 
trifling  importance.  Thofe  reafons,  and  that  evidence 
which  have  fatisfied  the  mofl  comprehenfive  and  invefi 
tigating  minds,  cannot  be  very  light,  or  very  defe6live. 
In  every  country  where  the  Gofpel  has  been  propaga- 
ted, the  Master  Spirits  haver  been  Chriftians.  In 
our  own  Ifland,  not  to  mention  the  many  Divines  pf 
our  Church,  fome  of  wbpm^  for  erudition  and  abi- 
lity,  have  never  been  exceeded,  and  rarely  equalled, 
all  the  great  luminaries  of  fcicnce,  with  fcarcely  one 
exception,  have  been  believers.  The  great  wits  allu- 
ded to  above  are  Addifon,  Locke  and  Newton — men 
whofe  chrifiianity  was  as  undoubted  as  their  talents. 

L  the 
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the  fame  efficacy,  forbear  to  glory  in  the 
fliameful  diftinftion. — ^Dare  not-  to  in- 
dulge an  ideal  fuperiority  over  thofe 
whole  wit  has  afcertained  the  boundaries 
oftaile,  or  whofe  genius  extended  thofe 
of  fcience; — ^whofe  penetration  has  per- 
vaded the  intelleftual  labyrinth— or  in- 
veftigated  the  laws  by  which  the  univerfe 
is  governed. — No— if  your  mind  be  im? 
pervious  to  the  conviftion,  its  paflfes  are 
guarded  by  the  mercenaries  of  paffion. — 
It  is  its  natural,  or  artificial  barrennefs^ 
which  defends  it  from  the  armies  of  truth 
—but  haften  to  folicit  that  yoke  which  is 
eajy^ — to  welcome  that  fubjeftion  which 
will  nxake  you  fcUov>citizm  "'  with  the 
faints. — ^By  honeft  exertion  feek  to  difen- 
gage  yourfelf  fromthofe  imptrums  guards; 
and  by  ingenuous  cultivation  to  deftroy 
that  opprobrious  defence. — The  iffue  of 
your  labours  will  be  ample  reward.^ — 
God  will  fend  a  bleffing  on  their  Cncerity 
— and  you  will  then  experience  a  relifli 

ao  Matt.  XI.  36  «*  Ephef.  ii.  19, 

of 
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of  life,  a  contempt  of  death,  a  dilation 
of  thought,  and  a  glow  of  foul  which 
your  frivolous  pleafures,  your  boafted 
honour,  your  vain  philofophy,  and  the 
exertions  of  your  fMitioics  or  conjlitu^ 
tiarud  virtues  never  could  confer; 

Let  us,  my  beloved  Brethren,  who  pro- 
fe/s  ourfelves  the  fervants  of  the  Lord — 
look  unto  "  Jefus,  the  author  and  finijher 
of  owr  faith;  who  ^  for  the  joy  that  wasfet 
before  Him,  endured  the  crofsy  dejpifng 
the  Jhame — and  what  was  the  joy  which 
was  fet  before  him  ? — arrayed  in  the  ple- 
nitude of  power— exalted  on  the  Eter- 
nal's THRONE — ^involved  in  the  blaze 
of  his  own  perfeftions — ^was  not  the  me^- 
fure  of  his  fruition  full  ?— could  any  joy 
be  fet  before  Him  of  which  he  was  not 
already poffeffed? — ^Yes,  blessed  Lord! 
— arrayed  in  the  plenitude  of  power;— 
exalted  on  the  Eternal's  throne,  in- 
volved in  the  blaze  OF  THY  OWN  PER- 

as  Hcb.  xii.  2.        .  ,  « 

L  2  JEC- 
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FECTiONS— Thou  didftlook  down  upon 
fallen  mart. — Compassion  forced  the  ci- 
tadel of  THY  GREATNESS — ^thc  meafurc 
of  thy  fruition  was  not  fulli — and  hea- 
venly love  fet  before  thee  yet  one  joy 
of  which  Thou  waft  not  already  poffef- 
fed— the  joy  of  raifing  fallen  man; — of 
walhing  the  criminal  in  thy  own  blood; 
of   prefenting  him  fpotlefs    before  the 
throne  of  RECONCILED  justice.— When 
Thou  faweft  that  in  burnt  offerings  and 
/derives '^  for  Jn  THY  Father  had  va 
pleafure.  Thou  didjl  fay,  Lo  I  come!-r- 
the  Glories  of  the    Godhead   didft 
Thou  lay  afide! — the  weaknefles-the  mi- 
jeries — all  but  the  fmfulnefs  of  our  nature  , 
didft  Thou  affume!  Thou  didft  take  on 
Thee  the  chaflifement  of*^  our  peace  f^. 
for  us  Thou  wajl  vmde  a  curfe  ""^—fffr  us 
the  terrors  of  God  *®  did  fet  themfelves  in 
array  againjl  Thee;  and  the  arrows  of 
the  Almighty  '^  were  drunk  with  thy  holit 
blood. 

t3  Heb.  X.  6.        »4  Ifai.  Kii.  5-      »5  Gal.  uL  13. 
«6  Tub  vi.  4.       *7  Deut.  xxkii.  4. 

•^  Oh! 
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Oh !  confider.  Brethren!  ih^/orce  and 
the  objeSi  of  this  Heavenly  Love; — and   ' 
while  ye  admire,  forbear  to  difappoint  it ! 

When  the  eye  of  devotion  faftens  on ' 
the  fufferings  of  the  Redeemer: — when  it 
beholds  his  meeknefs  expofed  to  bruta- 
lity and  infult; — his  humanity  fainting 
under  the  fcourge,  and  bleeding  on  the 
crofs  ; — ^his  innocence  betrayed  and  given 
up  to  a  fhameful  death ;  when  thefe  af- 
fefting  images  are  imprefled  upon   the 
heart, — oh  reflefl:  on  that  end  for  which 
his   meeknefs  was  expofed; — for  which 
his  humanity  fainted  and  bled  ;  for  which 
his  innocence  was  betrayed  and  given  up 
to  a  fhameful  death, — ^The  Lord  requires 
not  your  fympathy  for  his  fufferings ; — 
He  afks  only  that  you  would  not  wrong 
them  of  their  reward. — Weep""^  not  for  him 
(he  prays  you) — but  for  your/elves  ! — Are 
you  confcious  of  prcfumptuous  fins? — be- 
wail them  in  the  bitternefs  of  repentance. 

^  Luke  xxiii.  28. 

L3  Are 
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Are  you  happily  confcious  only  of  injirmi' 
ties P— 'Shed  for  them  the  filent  tear, 
which  folicits  fupport. 

*  Nor  Confine  your  forrows  to  yourfelves 
— ^weep  for  the  danger  of  an  unthinking, 
and  diflipated  age; — and,  above  all,  weep 
forthofe  (and  oh!  may  your  tears  call 
down  the  Spirit  of  Grace  to  interpofe  and 
feve  them !)  who  tread  underfoot  the  Son 
OF  God,  ^9  and  count  the  blood  of  the 
Covenant  wherewith  they  art  fandijied  an 
unholy  thing. 

With  feelings  thus  awakened,  and  thus 
dircfted — ^retire ! — and,  in  the  fecrefy  of 
your  chambers,  give  the  awfulnefs  of  this 
day  to  the  fervour  of  a  grateful  devotion ! 
— and  then — with  hearts  overflowing  with 
the  love  of  God,  and  of  Man,  repair  to 
your  feveral  ftations  in  aftive  life,  to  ex- 
ercife  a  religion  fruitful  of  virtues; — of 
temperance,  juJHce-^  mercy  and  charity. — 
And  thus  endeavour  to  difcharge  fome 

«d  Heb.  X.  294 

part. 
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part,  however  fmall,  of  your  debt  of 
love  to  Him,  who  bought  3*^  you  xvith  a 
price — even  to  the  Lamb  3*  that  wasjlain; 
who  is  worthy  to  receive  power ^  and  riches^ 
and  zoifdom^  and  /irength,  and  honour^ 
and  glory  J  and  bl^ng. — ^Amen. 

ao  1  Cor.  vi.  fto.  a»  Rev,  v.  la. 


L4  -     SER* 
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On  the'  Resurrection. 


Rev.  IL  8- 

the  first  and  the  last  which  was 

DEAD  AND   IS  ALIVE. 

WE  lately  met  to  commemorate  the 
fufFerings  and  death  of  our  Lord 
Christ — the  Firft  and  the  Lafi. —  We 
were  prefent  by  faith  when  that  exalted 
Being,  in  his  aflumed  humanity,  was  be- 
trayed and  infulted: — was  torn  with 
fcourges,  and  nailed  upon  the  crofs. — 
Our  ears  heard  his  laft  groan ;  our  tyes 

beheld 
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beheld  when  he  bowed  the  head,  and 
yielded  up  the  Ghoft.  On  one  fide  of 
the  inftrument  of  ftiameful;  puniftiment, 
we  faw  tfu  p(mer  of  Go^— and  on  the 
other  that  wifdtnn '  who  was  with  the  Lord 
•when  he  prepared  the  Heavensy  and  Jet  a 
compafs  upon  the  face  of  the  deep. 

We  are  now  aflembled  (a)  for  a  fpeflade 
of  a  very  different  afped— the  hoar  of 
fuflfering  is  over;  and  that  of  triumph  is 
commenced.      Sin  and  the  grave  have 
had  their  dues:— the  great  atonement  is 
complete.    Eterrud  Jujlice  is  reconciled. 
Mercy  and  truth  have  met  together ^  and 
Rightemfsnefs  hath  looked  down  from  Hea- 
ven— the  Prince  of^  Life— whom  by  wicked 
hands  3  they  flew— they  have  taken  from  the 
tree  and  laid  in  a  fepulchre.    Will  you 
repau-  thither,  with  Mary  to  weep  over 
his  body?    Your  piety  is  vain :  He  is  not 

»  Prov,  viii.  27. 

(a)  Preached  on  Eafter-Day. 

«  AQs  iii.  15.  »  ABs  ii.  23. 

there 
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there.    He  is  rifen — He  was  dead  and  is 

dive. 

Follow  me,  I  befeech  you,  Brethten, 
with  your  attention,  while  I  confider  the 
great  fubjeft  at  prefent  before  us,  as  it 
forms  the  bafis  of  the  Chriftian  faith ;  and 
as  it  gives  us  the  affurance  of  our  own 
viftory  over  death — ^with  iht  former  view 
of  our  Lord's  refurreftion  will  be  con- 
ncfted  a  flight  flcetch  of  the  evidence  on 
which  it  refts ;  and,  ftom  the  latter^  con- 
feqaences  of  the  moft  awful  importance 
to  our  conduft  will  be  deduced. 

The  whole  period  of  the  Saviours  Mi- 
niftry  was  diftinguiflied  by  miracles ;  but, 
for  the  full  authentication  of  his  miflion, 
he  refufes  to  reft  upon  their  teftimony, 
convincing  as  it  might  appear. 

In  his  anfwer  to  the  enquiries  of  John, 
he  appeals  indeed  to  thefe  works  of  power 
as  adapted  to  fatisfy  the  doubts  of  the 
enquirer;  and  to  the  Baptijl,  the  difcri- 

minating 
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minating  feature  of  their  charafter  was 
fufficient  to  point  out  the  Meffiah. 

In  the  miracles  of  former  ages  there 
was  frequently  fomething  of  paffion^  and 
much  of  feverity ;  but  thofe  of  the  bleffed 
Jef%Ls  were  unmingled  and  Godlike  hmeji^ 
cence. — Perfecuted  and  reviled.  He  funu 
moned  no  beafts  *  from  the  foreft  to  de- 
vour ;  He  commiffioned  no  leprofy  5  to 
taint ;  He  called  down  no  fire  from  Hea- 
ven ^  to  confume  7 ; — rejefted  by  the  pride, 
and  affronted  by  the  vices  of  men,  He 
went  about  doing  good  ;  to  difeafe  bring- 
ing health,  and  to  penitence  extending 
pardon.  Wherever  he  turned  the  blind 
received  ^  their  Jight^  the  lame  walked  ;  the 
lepers  were  cleanfed^  the  deaf  heard^  the 
dead  were  raifed  up^  the  poor  had  the  gof* 
pel  preached  to  them;  and  the  wretch,  ftoop- 
ing  under  confcious  guilt,  was  erefted  by 

4  ft  Kings  ii.  24.  5  2  Kings  v.  27* 

6  2  Kings  i.  10,  7  Numb.  xvi.  1  j. 


8  Matt.xi.  j. 


thofe 
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thbfe  heavenly  words,  Sony  ^  be  of  good 
cheer,  thyjins  are  forgiven  thee. 

To  the  unprejudiced,  then,  and  the  en- 
lightenecj,  the  works  of  Jefus  clearly  be- . 
fpoke  that  Holy  One,  whofe  benignity^ 
equally  with  his  power,  was  the  fubjeft  of 
prophetic  *°  annunciation ;  —  but  to  the 
multitude,  their  language  was  neither  fo 
diftinS,  nor  fo  full: — for,  while  to  the 
perverted  underftandings,  and  the  malig- 
nity of  fome,  it  evinced  him  the  agent  of 
the  '*  devil;  to  the  ignorance  of  others  it 
might  proclaim  him  to  be  only  a  man  fa- 
voured by  God,  as  were  the  founder 
(^)'and  the  restorer  (c)  of  the  law. 

For  the  complete  demonflration,  there- 
fore, of  his  fuperior  nature,  the  Lord  re- 
fers on  public  occafions  to  that  evidence 

9  Matt.  ix.  2.  ««>  Ifai.  xxxv. 

>»  Matt.  ix.  34,  xii.  24.  Mark  ui.  a2, 

John  viii.  48. 

[b]  Mofes.  (r)  Elijah. 
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of  power,  which  was  to  be  fupplied  by 
his  refurreftion. 

When  the  Scribes  and  the  Pharifees  fo- 
licited  for  a  fign ; — paffing  over  in  filencc 
thofe  wonders  and  thofe  figns  of  which 
they  had  fo  long  been  the  uncontroverted 
fpeftators.  He  declares,  that  no  JignJhaLl 
be  given,  to  that  evil  and  adulterous  gene^ 
ration^  but  thejign  of  the  prophet  Jonas; — 
a  fign  which  He  explains,  by  adding, 
that  as  the  prophet  lay  for  three  days  and 
three  nights  in  the  uhales  heUy^  fojhould 
the  Son  of  Man  be  three  days  and  three 
nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth.     ' 

When  preffed  to  juftify  the  authority 
which  by  expelling  from  the  temple  the 
profanations  of  merchandize  he  had  af- 
ferted, — ^his  anfwer  was  to  a  fimilar  eflFe6i; 
'---dejiroy  »« this  temple^  and  in  three,  day  si 
mil  raife  it  up; — or,  (to  follow  the  fenfc 
and  explanation  of  the  context)    with 

la  Johpii.  19. 

wicked 
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wicked  and  cruel  hands  I  know  that  ye 
will  deftroy  this  body,  the  temple  in 
which  the  fullnefs  ^^of  the  Deity  rejides. 
-—But  on  this  confummation  of  your 
wickednefs  and  cruelty,  will  be  given 
that  fign  which  ye  now  fo  importunately 
require ; — for  in  three  days  the  temple 
which  ye  have  deftroyed,  fliatl  again  be 
reared  by  my  power,  and  inhabited  by 
my  glory* 

Nor  could  the  Saviour  refer  to  a  proof 
more  decifive  of  his  Divinity. 

As  to  fufpend  the  laws  by  which  na- 
ture is  ufually  governed,  muft  be  an  aft 
of  the  fame  power  which  could  ordain 
them,  in  every  miracle,  or  partial  fulpen- 
fion  of  thofe  laws,  the  yoice  of  God  may 

be  faid  to  fpeak  to  the  fenfes  of  man, 

feut  in  that  favoured  nation,  which  for 
9i'\k  and  righteous  ends  the  Deity  was 

*3  Col.  ii.  9* 

pleafc(| 
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pleafed  to  feparate  to  Himfelf,  this  voice 
had  frequently  been  heard 

For  the  inftru£lion  or  the  reproof,  the 
prefervation  or  the  puniftiment  of  his  peo- 
ple, the  Lord,  at  different  periods  from 
the  days  of  Abraham  to  thofe  of  Malachi, 
had  often  made  bare  his  holy  arm.  By  the 
human  inftruments  of  the  Supreme  Effi- 
ciency^ the  world  of  wonders  feemed  to 
be  occupied,  and  exhaufted :  each  por- 
tion of  material  nature  had  in  its  turn  fub- 
mitted  to  the  over-ruling  energy.  By  a 
paufe  in  gravitation  the  tides  had  ceafed 
to  flow,  and  the  planets  to  travel  in  their 
orbs ; — the  commanded  earth  had  opened 
her  mouth, — ^the  Heaven  had  darted  obe- 
dient fire,— unconfcious  matter  had  been 
awakened  into  exiftence; — nay,  by  the 
re-animation  of  the  dead,  had  been  kin- 
dled into  the  bright  aftivity  of  mind* 

Was  there  yet  a  miracle  uhapproprr- 
ated,  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak ;)  orwhich  could 
bring  the  Divinity  clofer  to  mortal  fight? 

—there 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


176  SERMON    VL 

w- there  was — ^and  for  our  Lord  it  was  re- 
ferved ; — after  expiring,by  a  violent  death, 
to  rife  in  accomplifliment  of  his  own  pre- 
di6lion  from  the  grave;  and  to  reflore  his 
frame,  was  an  inftance  of  power  unknown 
to  the  experience,  and  unrivalled  by  the 
wonders  of  any  preceding  age. 

The  refurreftion,  therefore,  of  Jesus> 
would  demonftrate  Him  to  be  fiiperior  to 
the  greateft  of^the  prophets.  But,  if  wc 
refleft,  that  in  this  glorious  miracle  was 
involved  a  full  confirmation  of  the  Savi- 
our's general  truth,  we  muft  regard  its 
teftimony  as  extending  to  higher  confer 
quences. 

In  the  difcharge  of  his  miniftry  it  was 
^  neceflary  fortheMEssiAH  to  afferttheprew 
eminence  of  his  nature ;  and,  confiftently 
with  its  two-fold  charafter.  He  aflert&  it 
with  the  humility  proper  to  the  human, 
yet  with  the  dignity  fuitcd  to  the  Divine^ 
Oj  himfdj  he  could  dv  **  nothing ;    and 

»4  John  V.  19, 

He 
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He  came  only  to  do  *5  the  will  of  Hitrt 
who  fent  Him,  who  was  greater  *^  than 
He — ^but  He  was  the  Son,  nay,  the  only 
BEGOTTEN  *7  SoN  of  GoD,  —  and  He 
and  his  Father »« were  one.  As  the  Fa- 
ther »9  had  life  in  himfelf,  fo  had  He 
given  to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  himfelf* 
— ^and  no  man  could  take  it  from  Him  J 
but  He  «<^  had  power  to  lay  it  down, 
and  power  to  take  it  again. 

Thefe  were  the  public  declarations  of 
Jefus,  and  their  veracity  was  to  be  afcer- 
tained  by  the  fafi  of  his  riflng  on  the 
third  day  from  the  grave.  For  if  He  ac- 
tually arofc,  it  mull  be  evident,  either  that 
hy  an  inherent  energy  of  Godhead 
communicated  originally  by  the  Father^ 
He  reaffumed  that  body  which  for  a  fhort 
period  He  had  laid  afide;  or  that  the 
Holy  God  by  raifing  up  an  impoftor^ 

»5  John  ♦.  30.       *6  John  xiv.  28. 
17  John  iii.  16.       'S  John  x.  30. 
19  John  V.  26.      *o  John  x.  iSd 
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gave  his  fanftion  to  falfehood,  and  coun- 
tenanced a  fyftem  of  impofition. 

In  the  refurreftion  of  *our  Lord,  there- 
fore, we  have  the  full  atteftation  of  his 
Divinity,  and  confequently  the  proper 
foundation  of  our  Chriftian  Faith.  For 
it  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  remark,  that 
with  the  eftabliftied  Divinjty  of  Jesus^ 
the  whole  of  his  fyftem  is  effeftually  rati- 
fied ;  his  miracles  and  his  doftrines,  which 
otherwife  would  be  little  more  than  fplen- 
did  fallacies,  form  parts  of  one  flrufture, 
the  unity  of  which  is  entire,  and  the 
ftrength  not  to  be  fliaken.  Implicitly  re- 
lying on  the  promifes  of  our  Heavenly 
Mafter,  we  may  at  all  times  look  up  to 
Him  for  proteftion ;  and  with  the  ftrifteft 
propriety  we  may  addrefs  Him  in  the  few 
but  pregnant  words  of  the  difciple  Tho- 
mas, My  Lord  "  and  my  God  ! 

It  was  with  this  fenfe  of  its  importance 
that  the  refurre61ion  was  always  regarded 

«i  John  xi»  28. 

hy 
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by  jhe  Apoftles  : — witnefles  as  they  were 
of  their  Lords  powerful  works;  of  his  un-* 
blemiflied  purity ;  .of  his  infight  into  the 
deepeft  retreats  of  thought,-their  faith  con- 
tinued weak  and  unconfirmed,— yielding  at 
intervals  to  the  overbearing  evidence,  their 
doubts  of  his  Divinity  were  ever  ready  to 
recur :  •  and  when  they  faw  Him  expiret)n 
the  crofs,  they  lamented  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  their  hopes,  which  trufled  that  it 
had  been  He^^  whojhould  have  redeemed 
Ifrael :  but  no  fooner  was  the  faft  of  his 
refurreftion  completely  afcertained,  than 
every  doubt  was  finally  put  to  flight; 
their  eyes  were  opened  to  the  fcriptures  ; 
and  they  beheld  in  their  crucified  Mafter, 
the  power  of  God;  the  Firjl  and  the  Lqft^ 
who  was  dead,  and  is  alive. 

With  thefe  holy  perfons,  therefore,  the 
belief  of  thfe  refurreflion  was  the  beHef 
of  general  Chriftianity:  —  in  their  dif* 
courfes  and  their  writings  it  is  Chrift  raif- 
td  from  the  dead  *3  whom  they  preach.-^ 

M  Luk^xxiv.  21.  S3  A£ls  11.  24< 

M  2  When 
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When  the  Holy  Ghoft  ftrengthens  t^cit 
boldnefs  for  the  execution  of  their  mini^ 
ftry ;  it  is  the  mtnefs  '^  of  the  refurredicn 
which  they  give  with  great  power.  When 
they  are  aflembled  to  eleft  a  fudceflbir  to 
Judas,  it  is  to  ordain  one  who  with  them 
may  be  witnefs  of  the  Lord's  ^^  refurrec* 
lion;  and  St.  Paul  exprefsly  fays,  ifChrift 
be  not  rifen  *^  then  is  our  preaching  vain, 
and  yowr faith  olfo  is  vain. 

To  the  acknowledged  weight  of  this 
miracle,  the  ftrength  of  evidence  on  which 
it  refts,  is  happily  sndprovidentially  adapt- 
ed.— ^Let  us  give  it  a  ftiort  examination. 

The  fame  mifconception  of  the  fcrip* 
lures,  and  attachment  to  the  traditions  of 
their  elders,  which  had  induced  the  Jews 
to  expeft  a  temporal  Meffiah,  had  pre- 
poffeffed  them  with  the  perfuafion  of  his 
earthly  ^'^  perpetuity.      The  prediftions 


•4  Aas  iv.  33.  »5  A£ls  i.  22. 

»fi  Cor.  XV.  14-  '^  J^l^  *"•  34' 
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Aerefore  of  our  Saviour,  which  refpefted 
his  own  death,  and  confequent  refurrec- 
tion,  were  even  to  his  difciples,  who  had 
their  fhare  of  the  popular  delufion,  offen- 
five  «^  or  uninteUigible  »9 ;  his  crucifixion, 
in  accompliftiment  of  what  he  had  fore- 
told, ferved  rather  to  unfettle  their  faith, 
than  to  remove  their  prejudices.  Afto- 
nifhed  that  a  Prophet  ^""fo  mighty  in  deed 
and  word  before  God,  fliould  be  expofed 
to  fuch  ^n  unworthy  fate,  they  feem  to 
have  regarded  the  glorious  life  of  their 
Matter  as  little  more  than  a  wafte  of  ho^ 
linefs  and  power. — For  as  yet  they  knew  not 
thefcripture  a*  that  Hemuji  rije  again  from 
the  dead. 

But  the  jealoufy  of  the  Lord's  enemies 
appears  to  have  fharpened  their  appre- 
henfion.  Struck  with  His  public  decla- 
rations, they  confidered  them  as  entitled 

«8  Matt,  xyi,  22.  Mark  viii.  32. 

«9  John  xvi.  18.  80  Luke  xxtv.  19; 


3J  John  x;c.  9, 
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to  their  attention  ;*  arid  addrefled  all  their 
force  to  obftruft  an  event,  which  would 
fubvert  the  whole  fyftem  of  their  inter- 
efted  malice. 

No  fooner  was  the  body  of  the  fup- 
pofed  Impostor  laid  in  the  tomb,  than 
the  chief  priefts,  to  provide  equally 
againft  the  attempts  of  fraud  and  violence, 
feai  iLcJlone,  and  encircle  it  with  a  guard; 
their  precautions,  however,  though  not 
eluded,  were  ineffeftual;  and  the  mea- 
fures  which  they  adopted  to  dilappoint 
the  counfels  of  God,  availed  only  to 
give  to  their  accomplilhment  a  more  il* 
lullrious  effe6l. 

On  the  appointed  day  a  great  earth- 
quake announces  thedefcent  of  an  Angel, 
with  a  countenance  3»  like  lightnings  and 
raiment  white  asfnow.  The  foldiers  are 
ftruck  fenfelefs  by  the  formidable  appari* 
tion;  and,  the  ftone  being  rolled  from 

3»  Matt,  xxviii,  3* 
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the  mouth  of  the  fepulchre,  the  follow- 
ers of  Jefus,  by  examining  the  place 
where  the  body  had  been  laid  are  gra- 
dually prepared  to  welcome  the  ftupen- 
doos  truth — the  Saviour  was  rifen ! — and 
after  removing  the  obftinate  unbelief  of 
his  immediate  difciples,  he  ftlfews  himfetf 
to  all  the  brethren,  converfing  and  living 
with  them  at  intervals,  for  the  fpace  of 
forty  days. 

As  this  thing  was  33  not  done  in  a  corner^ 
but  in  the  metropolis  of  Judaea,  where 
the  whole  nation  were  then  affembled  for 
the  celebration  of  the  pafTover,  none  of 
its  circumftances,  fo  awakening  to  the 
popular  attention,  could  pafs  without  no- 
tice or  inveftigation. 

That  the  body  was  not  to  be  found 
after  the  third  day,  was  top  notorious  to 
be  denied;  and  the  fepulchre  hewn  3i  out 

33  Afts  XXVI.  26. 

34  Matt,  xxvii.  60.     Mark  xv.  46. 

M4  of 


Digitized  by  V3OOQIC 


,84  SERMON      VL 

of  a  rdckf  would  not  admit  of  a '  perfora^ 
tion  through  which  it  could  be  with^ 
drawn— for  the  priefts,  therefore,  and 
eldefs,  refolute  againft  the  repeption  of 
their  Meffiah,  one  ftory  alone  remained 
•»— a  wretched  one  indeed !  \>ut  the  influ- 
ence of  rarfk  and  reputation  is  of  wide 
extent;  and  the  gregarious  creature  Man, 
too  indolent  to  judge  for  himfelf,  is  al- 
ways difpofed  to  follow  in  the  track  of. 
his  leader, 

Tha  Difciples  of  Jejus  ^s  came  hy  nighty 
end  while  the  guard  Jleptjlole  him  away. 

What !  is  it  pebble  that  a  few  timid 
men,  who,  influenced  by  their  fears,  had 
defer^d  their  M^fter  in  the  hour  of  his 
diflrefs  ;-^^who,  far  from  believing,  did  not 
comprehend  his  predifted  rifing  from  the 
dead; — h  it  poflible,  I  fay,  that  thefe 
men  fliould  dare  to  brave  the  vigilance  of 
a  RoTudn  guard?— {hould  be  able,  unde- 

J5\Mat.  xxviiL  13, 
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le6led,  to  force  open  a  ftrong  fepulchre? 
fhould  be  thus  rafh,  thus  powerful,  thus 
fiiccefsful  in  ah  enterprife  undertaken  to 
cany  away — ^What? — ^the  carcafeof  an 
Impoftor* — ^For  what  purpofe? — The  pro- 
pagation of  a  falfehood.  From  what  mo- 
tive?-—a  juft  refentment  againft  aban^ 
cbned  impofitipn* 

But  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  array 
in  battle  againft  a  (hadow.  At  this  pe- 
riod, when  time  has  removed  that  extreme 
blindnefs  of  paffion,  on  which  the  beams 
of  the  moft  direft  truth  may  fometimes 
beat  in  vain,  if  any  perfon  can  for  an  in- 
ftant  liften  to  a  tale  fo  charged  with  ab- 
furdity,  let  him  ferioufly  weigh  with  what 
he  would  rejeft,  the  groflhefs  of  the  im* 
probabilities,  which  he  muft  admit. — 
That  a  confiderable  body  of  men,  with 
the  greateft  opportunity,  and  leifure  to 
be  informed,  fhould  yet  be  deceived 
about  a  faft  of  the  higheft  concern  to 
their  deareft  interefts ;  or  that  they  (hould 
unanimoufly  concur  in  the  fupport  of 

wbati 
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what  each  of  them  muft  have  known  ta 
be  a  lie ; — that  not  one  of  the  five  himdred 
witnefFes  fhould  be  fo  clear-fighted  as  to 
deteft  the  cheat,  or  fo  honeft  as  to  un^ 
malk  it;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
fliould  all  agree  to  force  their  teftimony 
on  the  world,  by  expofing  themfelves  for 
it  to  poverty,  to  contempt,  to  imprifon- 
ment,  to  tortures,  and  to  death; — that 
they  ftiould  aft  thus  unaccountably  with 
the  affurance  of  difpleafing  that  holy 
God  in  whom  they  believed,  and  encoun* 
X/trprefent  evil  for  the  acquifition  oi future 
punifhment — ^is  certainly  a  miracle  more 
wonderful  than  thofe  to  which  infidelity 
prefumes  to  objeft. 

But  on  what  authority  do  the  circum* 
ftances  of  this  relation  claim  our  affent  ? 
— on  that  of  eye-w^itnesses  and  con- 
TEMPORARIES,  whofc  integrity  their  ene- 
mies never  could  impeach;  and  whofe 
narrative  pafled.  unrefuted  when  falfe- 
hood  muft  have  fallen  under  immediate 
deteftion ;  and  even  truths  of  little  noto-r 

riety. 
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riety,  have  fuflPered  from  hardy  contra- 
diftion. 

In  a  former  difcourfe,  I  mentioned  a 
few  of  the  many  reafons  on  which  we  re- 
ceive our  prefent  gofpels,  as  the  genuine 
produ£kions  of  thofe  holy  men  who  Jam 
and  hare  record.  I  will  now  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  from  its  early  importance  to 
a  large  defcription  of  mankind,  the  evan- 
gelical canon  poflefles  proofs  of  authentic 
city  and  purity,  to  which  no  other  wrir 
tings  can  pretend. 

That  thefacred  Hiftorians,  by  difagree- 
ing  in  their  accounts,  bring  the  whole  of 
their  truth  into  fufpicion,  is  one  of  the 
moft  frequent  and  formidable  objeftions 
of  our  modem  unbelievers. 

As  the  prefent  occafion  will  not  permit 
me  to  enter  fully  into  the  fubjefl:,  I  would 
recommend  to  fuch  as  wifh  for  an  anfwer 
to  thefe  fceptical  cavils,  fome  of  the  har- 
monies of  gofpel  hiflpry  with  which  our 

Piviues 
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Divines  have  aflifted  the  caufe  of  religion. 
From  the  perufal  of  thefe  able  works,  the 
candid  enquirer  will  rife,  I  am  perfuaded, 
with  a  mind  completely  fatisfied;  and 
will  be  fenfible  that  the  few  and  flight  va- 
riations, which  may  yet  remain  unrecon- 
ciled, tend  rather  to  ftrengthen  than  to 
invalidate  the  general  credit  of  the  evi- 
dence; as  they  prove  beyond  difpute^j 
that  the  witnefTes  were  not  in  league  for 
the  fabrication  of  their  ftory;  but  that 
each  of  them,  in  his  own  manner,  and 
with  his  own  views,  delivered  what  he 
Jbiew. 

It  is  not,  however,  wholly  on  the'ftrength 
of  thefe  Chriftian  records,  that  we  found 
our  belief  of  the  refurreftion.*— The  Hea- 
then writings  give  an  atteftation  of  it,  not 
fo  direft,  indeed,  but  calculated  likewife 
Urongly  to  convince. 

Of  the  fortitude  of  the  firft  ChrilHans 
in  circumftances  of  the  extremeft  terror  to 
flefli  and  blood;  and  of  the  vigorous 

growth 
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growth  of  the  gofpel  under  the  weightieft 
preflure  of  external  difadvantage,  we  are 
afliired  by  authors ;  who  yet  could  regard 
the  ONE  as  a  baneful  fuperllition,  and 
the  OTHERS  as  Martyrs  in  a  caufe  hoftile 
to  their  fpecies :  but  we  know  that  hu- 
man nature  was  elevated  to  this  aftonifli- 
ing  height  by  the  certainty  of  our  Lord's 
being  raifed  from  the  dead;  and  that 
borne  on  the  fame  conviftion,  Chriftian- 
ity  flew  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  diflfuf- 
ing  from  her  bofom  the  virtues  of  huma- 
nity, and  the  knowledge  of  Heaven,  to 
as  wide  an  extent  as  had  ever,  in  the  fame 
ipace  of  time,  been  defolated  by  the 
proudeft  triumph  of  kingly  ambition. 

Neither,  to  arguments  drawn  from,  this 
teftimony,  conclufive  as  they  may  be,  is  it 
neceflary  to  confide  the  great  truth  which 
we  affert, — ^for  it  will  be  powerfully  for- 
ced upon  us,  by  a  view  even  of  the  fcene 
which  is  immediately  before  us. 


If 
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If  we  carry  back  our  retrofpe6Hathe 
ages  preceding  Chriftianity,— of  the  fair- 
eft  portion  of  the  world,  we  fliall  fee  one 
part  immerfed  in  the  impure  vic^s  of  lux- 
ury,— the  other  deformed  with  the  horrid 
ones  of  barbarifm ;  and  the  whole  over* 
ftiadowed  by  a  fuperftition,  which  blaft* 
ing  every  reftitude  of  mind,  was  favour- 
able only  to  the  ranknefs  of  the  paffions. 

Withdrawing  our  eyes  from  thofe  un- 
happy  times,  and  fixing  them  on  the  pre- 
fent,  we  obferve  the  fame  portion  of  the 
world  reformed  and  enlightened ; — its  vir- 
tues called  out,  and  cherifhed ;  its  vices, 
if  not  eradicated,  reftrained  and  check* 
ed,  under  the  dominion  of  an  holy  and 
fpiritual  religion.  Struck  with  the  con- 
traft  we  inveftigatethe  caufe;  and  the  en- 
quiry leads  us  direftly  to  that  toitrufs  of 
'  the  refurrc6lion  which  the  Apojlles  xoere  en* 
abled  by  the  Holy  Ghqfi  to  give  with  great 
power.  The  numerous  wonders  which  at 
firll  eftablifhed  the  belief  of  this  glorious 
miracle,  inftantly  crowd  upon  our  fight; 

for 
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for  our  reafon  aflures  us,  that  the  degree 
of  evidence  which  could  reduce  the  foft- 
nefs  of  Alia,  and  the  pride  of  Italy ;  the 
corruption  of  Corinth,  and  the  diflblute- 
nefs  of  Cyprus  to  the  chafte  feverity  of 
^e  gofpel,  muft  be  extraordinary,  and 
fupportedby  fuch  afplendid  manifeftation 
of  Deity,  as  is  recorded  in  the  Sacred 
Writings, 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  we  may  af- 
firm, that  the  proofs  of  this  fundamental 
article  of  the  Chriftian  faith  are  fo  nume- 
rous  and  ftrong,  that  to  convince,  they 
need  only  be  difpaflionately  examined4 

We  cannot,  indeed,  like  the  Apoftles, 
confirm  our  teftimony  with  afts  of  Divine 
power. — The  more  apparent  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  which,  in  the  firft  hardftrug- 
gle  of  the  gofpel,  with  the  Prince  of  this 
world,  were  gracioufly  indulged,  on  the 
removal  of  the  neceffity,  were  wifely 
withdrawn;  and  the  further  progrefs  of 
the  word  of  God  permitted,  to  the  effica- 
cy 
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cy  of  its  intrinfic  excellence  on  the  hii^ 
man  reafon,  affiiled  by  the  filent  opera- 
tion of  Grace* 

But,  if  in  one  particular,  the  weight  of 
evidence  feem  to  be  ditoiniflicd  in  our 
hands, — ^in  others,  it  is  certainly  increafed* 
For  the  truth  of  what  they  preached,  the 
Apoftles  could  refer  to  the  unfuUied  tenor 
of  their  lives,  and  to  the  works  which 
they  did  in  the  name  of  Jesus. — To  the 
livds  and  the  zoorks'  of  thefe  holy  men,  we 
can  alfo  refer ; — ^but  from  then  deaths  we 
can  further  Corroborate  our  preaching; 
and  in  our  warfare  with  infidelity,  can  en- 
gage the  whole  army  of  martyrs  on  our 
fide. — ^The  firft  Evangelijis  could  reafon 
from  a  very  fhort  experience  of  the  plan 
of  Providence; — but  we  can  trace  it 
through  a  feries  of  centuries  in  the  efta- 
blifhment; — ^the  correflion,— the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  Church. — Of  the  arguments 
of  infant  Chrijiianity,  thofe  deduced  from 
the  completion  of  prophecies  were  cer* 
tainly  convincing ;  but  with  us,  from  the 
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fubverfion  of  Jerufalem,  the  prefent  con- 
dition of  the  Jews,  and  the  grand  Papal 
apoftacy,  the  confequence  of  thefe  argu* 
ments  is  inconteftably  greater ; — ^in  fliort, 
therefore,  if  the  a^ojlolical  eviAtnct  of  the 
faft  we  are  examining  be  the  more  brillU 
ant^  ours  is  equally  fubftantial } — for,  if 
the  firft  applied  partly  to  the  fenfes,  the 
loft  urges  its  appeal  more  forcibly  to  the 
underftanding;  and  fo  great  is  its  power, 
that  unlefs  men  can  be  fuppofed  to  dft 
againft  every  motive,-r*uiilefs  the  whole 
credit  of  hiftory  be  overthrown ;  unlefs 
the  moft  wonderful  eflPefts  can  exift  with- 
out fome -adequate  caufe,  we  muft  be  aA 
fured  that  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  cmci- 
fied  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Jews,  by  the 
Roman  Governor  of  Judea,  arose  from 

THE  DEAD  ON  THE  THIRD  DAY. 

Yes — ^My  Lord  !  and  my  God  ! — tho 
Ho LY  36  One  !  was  not  fufFered  to  fee  cor-, 
niption!  Thou  didft  arife!  Thou  di(ift 

N  break 
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break  the  bars  of  the  grave  ! — ^It  vas  of 
this  glorious  day   thy   Father  fpake 
before  the  faints   of  Heaven;  He   faid. 
Thou  art  my  Son,  this  Day  have  I  be- 
gotten ^'^  Thee ! — ^Thou  wert  from  eter- 
nity My  Word, — the  Son  of  my  Ma- 
jesty,  and  my  Power. — But  on  this 
day  Thou  art  born  of  the  Grave,  the 
Son  of  my  Justice,  and  my  Mejicy  : 
— in  Thy  new  charafter  of  Man's  Re^ 
deemer  and  Intercejfor,    Thou  art  now 
made  ^^ perfeEt  byfufferings. — Thou  wajl 
delivered  ^^for  his  offencesy  and  art  rifen 
again  for  his  jujlijication  ! — Thou  art 
become  Hhe  FIRST  ^"^  Fruits  of  them  that 
Jlept:—the  Author  of  eternal  "^^falvation 
to  allth&m  that  will  obey  thee;  and  Thou 
comejl  before  to  prepare  a  place  for  ThyfoU 
lowers^  that  where  Thou  art  they  alfo  may 
he. 

37  Pfalm  ii.  7.  38  Heb.  ii.  10. 

39  Rom.  Iv.  25.  40  1  Cor.  xv.  20, 


41  Heb.  V.  9. 
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This,  my  brethren,  is  the  language  of 
God,  in  the  writings  dilated  by  his  Spi- 
rit, and  it  will  lead  us  to  confider  the  na- 
ture of  the  conneftion  between  the  Lord's 
refurreftion  and  our  own. 

To  the  reafons  which  I  fuggefted,  in  a 
difcourfe,  (e)  for  the  infufficiency  of  infe- 
rior (acrifices,  I  muft  now  add  another,  of 
equal  importance  with  the  reft. 

As  the  expiation  of  fin  implies,  exempt 
tion  from  the  punifhment  to  which  it  was 
obnoxious,  the  atonement,  which  was 
'  complete,  muft  reverfe  the  fentence  paffed 
upon  the  tranfgreflion  of  Adam.  The 
fentence  was  death,  entire  and  eternal; 
the  reverfal  of  it  confequently,  by  rein- 
ftating  maq  in  his  firft  privileges,  muft  be 
LIFE  entire  and  eternal,  of  body  as  well 
as  fbuK 

^e)  On- the  Atonement  of  drift. 

N  3  But 
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But  how  could  this  be  efFefted  by  the 
fubflitution  of  any  creature,  who,  bound 
in  the  chain3  of  death,  was  unable  to  ref- 
cue  his  own,  body  from  corruption?  To 
have  recourfe  for  the  anfwer  to  the  fu- 
preme  pleafure  of  God,  will  be  little  to 
the  purpofe ;  for  the  fame  fupreme  plea- 
fure might,  it  is  allowed,  have  pardoned 
fin  upon  any^  or  even  without  any  condi- 
tion* 

Since,  however,  the  wifdom  of  God 
judged  it  expedient  not  to  grant  the  re- 
miflion,  without  an  adequate  fatisfaflion ; 
from  the  unity  of  the  Divine  plan,  we 
may  conclude,  that  the  benefits  of  that 
remiflion  mufl:  refult  alfo  from  a  caufe 
.  clofely,  and  apparently  connefted  with 
them. 

He^  therefore^  lohofe  fold  *•  was  to  be 
made  an  offering  for  Jin,  muft  likewife  be 
the  RESURRECTION  ^iTi^^A^ LIFE;— or  the 

4^  Ifai.  liii.  lo. 

fource 
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iburce  from  whence  the  confequences  of 
his  accepted  facrifice  fliould  immediately 
be  derived.  —  The  lajl  Adam^  therefore^ 
had  life  in  himfelf  and  was  a  quickening 
Spirit. 

When  He  arofe  from  the  grave,  the 
Lord  could  properly  fay  to  his  difciples, 
as  Ilive^  <«  yejhall  live  cdfo. — ^By  raifing 
his  own  body.  He  demonftrated  the  pow^ 
cr  which  could  r^fe  ours ;  and  by  aft 
cending  with  our  nature,  He  refuted  that 
philofophy,  (/}  which  for  the  firft  ages 
impeded  the  triumph,  and  tainted  the  pu- 
rity of  His  Gofpel ; — ^talking,  I  know  not 
what,  idly  and  arrogantly,  about  the  {n- 
vincible  malignity  and  the  necejfary  cor* 
ruptihiUty  of  matter. 

The  refurreftion,  then,  of  Chrift,  con- 
lidered  by  itfelf,  would  fupply  us  with 

43  John  XIV.  lo. 

(/)  Of  the  Gnofticks,  and  the  latter  Pfatonifts. 

N  3  fome 
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fome  rational  arguments  in  favour  of  out 
own  ;  but  confidered  as  the  Confirmation 
of  his  Divinity,  including  of  courfe  the 
full  ratification  of  His  truth,  it  will  con-- 
vert  into  knowledge  the  inferences  of 
rcafon. 

For  what  hath  God  our. Lord,  de» 

clared?  that,  as  the  Father  raifcth^^  up 
the  dcad^  and  quickeneth  them;  even fo- the 
Son  quickeneth  whom  he  will.  That  the 
deadjhall  hear  the  voice  *5  of  the  Son  of 
God\  and  they  who  Kearfhall  live.  That 
whofoever  betieveth  ^^  in  Him^  though  by 
the  diflblution  of  the  mortal  body,  he 
were  dead,  yet  by  the  reft  oration  of  that 
body,  in  another  and  more  perfeft  ftate, 
fhall  he  live. — ^That,  the  hour  is  comings 
in  which  all  that  are  in  their  graves  ^'^Jhcdl 
hear  his  voice  j  and  come  forth  ;  they  that 
have  done  good,  unto  the  refurreSlion  oflife^ 
and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the  re^ 
fnrreElion  of  damnation. 


44  Jcyhn  V.  21.  45  John  v.  25, 

4^  John  xi.  25.  47  John  v.  28, 
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To  thefe  pofitive  aflbrjances  of  the  Sa- 
viour, and  to  many  others  of  the  fame 
import,  which  might  be  adduced,  may  be 
added  the  teftimony  of  thofe  holy  men, 
who,  aftuated  by  the  immediate  influence 
of  the  Spirit,  fpake  in  the  name,  and  with 
the  authority  of  their  mafter. 

By  the  Apoftles,  the  refurreflion  of 
Chrift  was  always  regarded  as  more  than 
xhepromife, — as  the  earnejl  of  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  man.  They  fay,  that  God  hath 
given  ajfurance  "^^  of  the  final  judgment  to 
all'TneUj  in  that  He  hath  rajjed  Christ 

from  the  dead. — The  whole  of  St.  Paul's 
clofe  and  ftrong  reafoning  in  his'Epiftle  to 
the   Corinthians,    is  eftablifhed  on    this 

^ground.  With  that  jufl  boldnefs  which  is 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  he  ventures  to  afiert, 
that,  if  there  be  no  refurreBion  of  the  dead, ' 
then  is  not  CnKist  ^9  rifen. — And  he  afks 
with  aftoniftiment,  ^Christ  be  preach-- 
ed^  that  He  rofe  from  the  dead,  how  fay 

^  Afts  ;;vii.  31.  49  1  Cor.  xv.  13. 

N  4   ^  fome 
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foTne  among  you^  that  there  is  no  rejurrec- 
izan  of  the  dead?  as  if  the  union  of 
the  two  refurreftions  were  fo  per- 
fe£l,  that  to  rejeft  the  one,  muft  ne* 
ceffarily  forbid  the  admiffion  of  the 
other4 

To  the  clear  voice  of  a  revelation, 
Supported  by  the  evidence  of  History, 
and  the  dedu6lions  of  Reason,  what  is 
there  to  be  oppofed  ?— the  incredibility 
of  the  fa6t?— the  impoflibiHty  of  God's 
reftoring  the  diffipated  body  ?— of  his  re- 
calling the  Spirit  to  its  former  manfion  ? 
-^-of  his  commanding  this  mortal  to  put 
gn  immortality  ? 

Butt  who  is  it  that  thus  pretends  to 
circumfcribe  the  Infinite  : — ^tomake  his 
intelleft  the  meafure  of  Omnipotence  : 
to  fay  to  the  Power  which  formed  the 
tJniverfe»  hitherto Jhalt  thou  com>e^  but  no 
further  ;  and  herejhall  thy  proud  might 
bejiaid? — Who  is  the  wondrous  being 

that 
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that  can  thus  aflume  ? — weak>  erring,  ig- 
norant MAN  ! 

How  are  the  dead  raifed  up^  and  xmth 
tohab  bodies  do  they  come  ? — ^but  tell  me,  rafli 
enquirer!  How  does  a  feed^^  when  com- 
mitted to  the  ground,  flioot  downwards 
into  roots,  and  upwards  into  leaves,  and 
flowers  and  fruits  ? — ^By  what  procefs,  in 
the  animal  generation,  is  a  ^ead  unorga- 
nized atom  unfolded  intoftrength,  fym- 
metry  and  beauty — animated  with  con- 
fcioufnefs,  or  enlightened  with  intelli- 
gence ? — ^whence  dre  tbofe  thoughts,  and 
what  is  their  effence  which  are  now  lifted 
up  againft  your  Maker  ?  or  by  what  al- 
liance does  the  mechanifm  of  your  lips 
obey  the  prefumption  of  your  mind,  and 
move  to  form  it  intq founds? — No — climb 
from,  fcicnce  to  fcience;  make  the  ele- 
ments your  fervants,  and  inveftigate  their 
properties;  rife  above  this  fphere;  and 
meafure  their  planets,  compute  their  dil^ 

§^  I  Cor.  xv.  37* 

tance^ 
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tances,  afcertain  their  joumies  through  the 
void ;  nay  foar  yet  higher,  till  your  con- 
ceit approaches  the  Eternal's  throne; — you 
ftill  float  only  on  the  furface  of  know-- 
ledge ! — you  are  ftill  only  in  the  fuburbs 
of  the  Deity !  even  on  this  earth,  youi* 
own  habitation,  you  are  a  ftranget ;— even 
here^  you  are  furrounded  with  enchant^ 
ment^  where  every  thing*  is  too  wonderful 
for  you^"^  to  know;  and  too  high  for  you 
to  attain! — thou  fay ejl  I  am  rich^  and  in- 
creafed  with  5*  goods ^  and  have  need  ofno^ 
thing;  and  perceivefi  not  that  thou  art 
wretched^  and  miferdble,  and  poor  and  na^ 
ktdy  and  blind* 

But  fenfible  that  the  humility  refulting 
from  ><;onfcious  weaknefs,  is  the  proper  or- 
nament of  a  being  like  man ;  and  the  fu-^ 
reft  evidence  of  that  fuperior  mind  which 
the  prefumptuous  can  only  affeft, — let  us, 
my  Brethren,  avoid  this  pride  of  fools, 

*>  Pfalro  cxxxix.  _6.  ««  Rev.  iii.  17. 

nor 
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nor  madly  rejeft  all  that  the  narrow  em-* 
brace  of  our  underftanding  caftnot  enfold* 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  our  faith  is  not 
demanded  for  a  difplay  of  power,  greater 
than  that  which  every  where  environs  us. 
Is  not  He,  who  could  create,  able  to  re- 
new and  perpetuate?  Or  is  not  He,  who 
could  imprefs  upon  matter  the  variety  of 
forms  which  we  behold,  and  give  it  fuch 
degrees  of  increafing  levity  from  the  me- 
tal to  the  fun-beam,  able,  not  only  to 
clothe  this  corruptible  xoith  incorruption^ 
but  to  adorn  it  with  angelic  beauty ;  or 
to  endue  it  with  almoft  fpiritual  fubtlety? 
— Certainly  he  is ; — and  (if  the  Spirit  of 
Truth  cannot  liei  nor  the  God  of  Faith- 
dilnefs  deceive)  certainly  He  will. 

Yes— we  fliall  all  awake,  and  the  dead 
in  Christ  ^^  JhaLl  rife  jirjl — their  feat- 
tered  atoms  (hall  firft  hear  the  Saviour's 
voice,  and  Uniting  kindle  into  exiftence, 

w  1  Tbcff.  iv,  16, 

never 
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never  more  to  experience  diffolution. — In 
that  gres^t,  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord, 
Tvhen  the  Heavens  Jhall  pqfs  away  with  a 
great  noife^  and  the  elements  Jhall  ^4  meli 
with  fervent  heat^  the  righteous  fhall  rd- 
joice  in  the  Jlrength  of  their  falvation^ 
— ^Amid  the  groans  of  expiring  nature, 
not  only  unappalled,  but  chearful ; — not 
only  chearful,  but  exulting,  they  Ihall 
fpring  to  m?et  their  Redeemer— 3/Z?r  Th  o  u 
waft  Jlain  and  haft  55  redeemed  tcs  to  God 
by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  people,  and  nation,  ank  haft 
made  vs  to  our  God  kings  and  priefts. — 
Yes — (the  Sanctity  fliall  reply)  yes, 
ye  beloved  of  my  Father !  I  have  re- 
deemed you ! — ^it  was  for  you  that  I  af. 
fumed  humanitys; — ^for  you  that  I  fweated 
blood  in  the  garden; — for  you  that  I 
poured  out  my  life  upon  Calvary ; — for 
you  that  I  rofe  again  from  the  grave— 
ye  have  not  rejefted  my  example  ;--3yr 
have  not  defrauded  my  agonies  \—ye  have 

44  2  Pet.  Ill,  10,  55  R^v.  V.  5^ 

not 
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not  difappointed  my  triumph! — enter  then 
into  the  joys  of  your  5^  Mqfter^  into  the 
place  prepared  for  you  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world — there  the  Lamb,  which  is 
in  the  midjl  of  the  Throne^  Jhall  feed  you, 
and  fhall  lead  you  unto  living  fountains 
of  waters i  and  God  si  fhall  wipe  away  all 
tears  for  ever  from  your  eyes. 

This  is  the  refurreftion  of  the  just — 
but  there  is  alfo  a  refurreflion  of  the  un- 

JUST. 

And  (hall  they^  when  the  day  of  wrath 
is  come,  be  able  to  ftand?  Amid  the 
terrors  of  the  concluding  fcene  fhall  thty 
be  unappalled  ;— chearful, — exulting, — 
fpringing  to  meet  the  carefTes  of  their 
Redeemer? — ^Alas! — they  have  no  Re- 
deemer. They  trod  under  foot  the  Son 
OF  58  God,  and  they  mull  now  meet  the 
feverity  of  their  Judge.  Idle  would  be 
the  attempt  to  give  in  their  full  ftrength 

i6  Matt.  XXV.  21.    57  Rev.  vii.  17.    58  Heb.  x.  29. 

the 
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the  horrors  of  the  finner,  or  the  raptures  of 
the  faint :  for  where  is  the  human  pencil 
whofe  colours  are  fufficiently  glowing  for 
the  one,  or  deeply  dark  enough  for  the 
other. 

Let  us,  however,  attempt  to  elevate 
our  conceptions  to  the  awefulnefs  of 
a  moment,  big  with  the  iffues  of  Eter- 
nity^ and  let  iis  then  confider,  that 
our  feelings,  in  that  mighty  inftant  will 
h6  determined  by  the  improvement  or 
negleft  of  that  interval  of  Grace,  ^hich, 
through  the  Divine  indulgence,  is  ftill 
ours. 

When  the  great  confummation  will  take 
place,  and  the  earth,  and  the  works  that 
are  therein  be  burnt  up,  is  one  of  thofe 
fecret  counfels  of  the  Eternal,  which  our 
curiofity  would  vainly  explore  ;  the  Lord, 
to  whom  a  thoufand  years  ^is  as  one  day^ 
may  haften  or  retard  it :  and  the  fuccef- 
fion  of  man  be  inftantly  flopped,  or  con- 
tinued through  myriads  of  generations;. 
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a^  the  plan  of  Infinite  Wifdom  may  re- 
quire.— But,  with  individual  man^  we  are 
aflured  that  the  period  of  probation  muft 
(bonclofe;  and  his  everlafting  deftiny  be 
irrecoverably  decided  :-r-at  the  crifis  of 
his  death,  each  of  us  ftiall  hear  the  voice 
of  ih£  Angel  [wearing  59  hy  Him  who  liv-^ 
eth  Jot  ever  and  ever,  thatTiuzJhall  be 
no  more :  and  proclaiming, — He  that  ^  is 
unjujl,  let  him  beunjujijiill ; — and  he  that 
is  filthy y  let  him  he  filthy  fiill; — and  he 
that  is  righteous^  let  him  be  righteous  fiill; 
and  he  thai  is  holy^  let  him  be  holy  fiill. 

Of  this  truth,  my  Chriftiali  Brethren,  w€ 
cannot  doubt : — and  yet  how  weak  is  its 
influence  upon  our  conduft!  when  we 
throw  ^way  our  little  all  of  time,  in  fri- 
volous or  in  criminal  afiivity  ;  the  angels 
look  down  upon  our  raadnefs  with  won- 
der and  concern  :  thofe  exalted  Intelli- 
gences behold  the  arm  of  Jullice  uplift^ 
cd  to  deftroy  us,  and  withheld  only  by 


w  Rev.  X.  6.  60  Rpv.  ii.  xu 


Him, 
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V 

Him,  who  was  dead,  and  is  alive : — they 
hear  thofe  bleffed  wdrds  again  interced- 
ing for  His  enemies;  Faiher^^"^ forgive them^ 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do  P  Oh  !  blot 
riot  out  their  names  from  the  book  of  life  ; 
but  let  my  Spirit  continue  tojlrive  with 
them !  His  flill  ^8  finall  voice  may  yet 
perfuade  them  to  be  reconciled  to  thee. 
They  may  yet  be  clothed  ^*  in  white  rai- 
ment, and  yet  allow  me  to  corfefs  their 
names  before  Thee,  and  Thy  Angels f 

Let  us  attend,  my  Brethren! — ^and,  at 
length,  awake  to  the  fearfuhiefs  of  our 
fituation !  let  us  be  aftuated  with  a  ftrong 
feeling  of  the  objefl:,  and  the  duties ;  the 
importance^  and  the  frailty  of  life ; — fuit- 
ably  to  the  condition  of  creatures,  who, 
by  their  works  on  earth,  may  open  for 
themfelves  a  way  to  Heaven :— let  us  do 
good  to  Man,  and  be  grateful  to  God  ! 
and  while  we  offer  to  our  Maker  the  ac- 
ceptable worftiip  of  comprehcnfive  Cha- 


6«  Luke  xxiii.  ^4.  ^*  Rev.  ill  5, 

^3  I  Kings  xix»  la.  ^4  Rev.  iii.  5. 
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rity,  let  us  not  refufe  thofe  offices  of  de* 
votion-,  which  are  more  immediately  di- 
re£led  to  Him, 

Of  thafe  the  Holy  Communion  is  the 
chief. 

It  is  recorc 
ile  was  rifen, 
verfed  with 
that  He  was 

.  took  bread,  ^^ 
gave  it  to  tk 

before  were  holden,  were  then  opened,  and 
they  knew  the  Lord. — Repair  now,  my  be- 
loved, to  the  altaf  !  and  when  the  bread  is 
there  taken,  and  blefled,  and  broken,  and 
given  to  you,  may  the  fame  holy  cere- 
mony be  attended  with  the  fame  divinb 
efficacy! — may  it  open  your  eyes! — i 
may  it  make  you  to  know,  and  not  only 
to  know,  but  to  put  ^  on  the  Lord  Jcfus 
Chriji,  your  Redeemer  and  Interceflbr, 

^5  Luke  xxlv.  16.  ^  Gal.  iii,  2-». 

O  the 
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thefirjl  and  the  la/l^  wka  was  dead^  and  is 
alive  ! 

Now^  the  God  of  Peace,  that  brought 
again  from  the  dead  our  Lor  d  Je  s  u  s,  that 
great  Shepherd  of  the  fheep,  through  the 
blood  of  the  ejjerlqjling  covenant  ^  make  you. 
perfe6l  in  every  good  work,  to  ^^  do  his  xvill^ 
working  in  you  that  which  is  wellpleafing 
in  his  fight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to 
whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever,  Ameru 

^7  Heb.  xiii,  20,  8i. 
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On  Natural  and  Spiritual  Man# 


2  Cor.  VI.  lo. 


as  having  nothing,  and  yet  posses- 
sing ALL  THINGS. 

THAT  Chriftianity  was  indebted  for 
part  of  its  fuccefs^  and  may  refer 
part  of  its  evidence  to  the  condu^  of  its 
firft  minifters  and  profelytes — is  a  faft 
which  has  frequently  been  noticed,  and 
which  cannot  be  denied. — ^A  religion 
which  aflerted  fuch  unbounded  ipjHv.ence 
O  2  0ver 
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over  the  human  mind,  as  to  quell  its 
ftrongell  paffions;— as  .to  make  it  alike 
indifferent  to  the  folicitations  of  prefeht 
pleafure,  and  to  the  menaces  of  prtfent 
pain ; — as  to  raife  it  altogether  above  this 
earthly  fcene,  anA  to  give  body  and  pow- 
er to  the  itoic  dream  of  intelleftual  gr^- 
deur— muft  bear,  impreffed  upon  its  very 
effence,  the  ftamp  of  Divinity.  —  For 
certainly  to  that  faith,  which,  at  its  firft 
propagation,  demanded  facrifices,  the 
mofl  repugnant  to  our  nature!  nothing 
left  than  a  vifible  exertion  of  the  Al- 
mighty God  could  fecure  a  favourable 
reception. 

Other  religions  may  poffefs  a  larger  ex- 
tent of  dominion,  and  a  more  nutaerous 
following.^— But  no  religion  can  boaft  of 
a  dominion  fo  fupreme,  or  of  a  following 
fo  honourably  acquired. 

Polytheifm,  which  once  extended  over 
the  earth,  and  ftill  occupies  the  greater 
part  oF  it,  was  the  effeft  of  genera^  dark- 

nefs; 
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licfs ;  and  as  it  affumed  no  cofctroul  over 
the  appetites,  was  the  caufe  of  general 
depravity.  Not  affeding  to  reform,  it 
was  not  likely  to  difpleafe : — and  not  ex- 
a6):ing  any  difficult  fervices.  it  could  never 
afcertain  the  allegiance  of  its  fubjecls* 

Mahometanifm,  indeed,  whofe  barba*- 

rity  involves  a  large  divifion  of  mankind* 

advances  fome  arrogant  pretenfions ;  but 

their  vanity  is  equal  to  their  arrogance : 

and  the  fyftem  of  the  Arabian  impoftor 

is  as  defeftive  in  that  evidence  of  which 

Ave  now  fpeak,  as  in  every  other  that  at- 

-tefts  the  religion  of  our  blelFed  Lord  ; — 

it  was  embraced  by  the  corruption  of  the 

heart,  which  it  condefcended  to  flatter: 

— it  was  difTeminated  by  the  fword,  which 

it  knew  but  too  well  how  to  wield ;  its 

firft  profelytes  were  the  profelytes  of  in- 

tereft,   and  its  fubfequent  ones  of  fear ; 

•while  the  feverefl  woes  were  threatened  to 

the  obftinacy  of  its  enemies, — unlf raited 

'gratification  was  proniifed  to  thd  ambi- 

O  3  ,  tion, 
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tion,  the  atvarice,  the  voluptuoufnefs  of 
its  friends. 

Bat  the  difciples  of  Him,  whofe  king^ 
dam  I  was  not  of  this  worlds  were  ordered 
to  take  up  the  crofs,  and  not  the  /word ; 
— were  invited  to  fufFerings,  not  to  indul- 
gencies ; — ^to  poverty,  not  to  riches ; — to 
degradation  and  contempt,  not  to  power; 
yet  with  the  order  they  chearfully  com- 
plied ; — ^to  the  invitation  they  exultingly 
crouded ;  if  in  this  life  only  they  had  hope 
in  ft  Chrijl^  they  were  indeed  of  all  men  the 
mofi  miferable:  but  in  another  life  they 
liad  hope  in  their  glorified  Mailer;  and 
they  were  not  m^d  enough  to  throw  away 
this  world,  without  the  affurance  of  a 
better : — a  circumftance  of  fo  invigorat- 
ing a  nature,  as  to  be  fully  equal  to  the 
rooft  wonderful  effefts  / 

In  the  chapter  from  which  the  text  is 
taken,  we  are  prefented  with  a  fmal|  pic- 
ture of  thefc  firftdifciples  pf  Chriftianity, 

t  John  xviii.  3(J.  ^  Cor.  xv.  19. 

in 
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in  the  ftrong  and  bold  colouring  of  Saint 
Paul ;  their  purity,  their  patience  under 
afHi6lion$t  their  worldly  poverty,  and 
their  fpiritual  treafures,  their  diflferent 
conditions  as  inhabitants  of  earth,  and 
heirs  to  the  promifes  of  Heaveq,  as  mem- 
bers of  a  community  of  men,  and  Rewards 
of  the  myfteries  of  God,  are  admirably  in- 
cluded in  a  defcription,  which  clofes  with 
thefe  emphatic  words,  they  were  as  hav* 
ing  nothings  and  yet  pojfejjing  all  things. 

The  propriety  of  thefe  e^preffions,  as 
they  are  here  applied,  is  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire explanation,  but  their  fenfe  is  of 
wider  comprehenfion  — while  the  whole 
race  of  man  may  be  regarded  by  the  eye 
of  reafon,  as  having  nothing; — that  por-i 
tion  of  it  whofe  views  are  elevated  to  the 
profpe£ls»  and  whofe  minds  are  new-mo- 
delled by  the  plaftic  virtue  of  the  gofpel, 
may  be  confidered  aspoJ[ej[fing  all  things. 

To  eftablifli  thefe   truths,   and  when 

ellabliihed,     to    inculcate    their  cop(e- 

O  4  quences 
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quences,  fhall  be  the  endeavour  of  my 
^refent  difcourfe.  •  f        :    , :     * 

On  a  larpe  furvey  of  the  hum^n  fpe- 
cies,  the  iirft  obJ€6ls  which  meet  the 
figlit  arc  the  differences  of  conditi(mi~i 
fome  forn^ed  by  nature,  and  feme  grow- 
ing out  of  the  refinipmems  of  fociety;  tbe^ 
diHirf^ions  occaDohed  by  family  and  for- 
tune, by  ftation  and  power,  though-wide- 
ly  prevalent,  are  not  univerfal;  while 
thofe  vvhich  owe  their  birth  to  the  quaH- 
ties  of  the  body,  or  the  endowments  of 
the  mind:— to  ftrengih,  courage,  ability 
or  virtur,  are  every  where  acknowledg-^ 
ed— by  the  favage,  as  well  as  by  the 
citizen. 

Attending  to  thefe  flrong  lines  of  dif- 
crimination,  philofophy  (o)  armnged  in 
three  cla(I(>.  (the  mental,  the  corporeal, 
and  the  exirnal)  thofe  various  advanta* 
ges  which  raifed   one  individual  above 

{a)  €ic.  Ttifc.  \\  30.    Offic.  iii.  de  Fin.  iil.  13. 

*  another; 
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another ;  and  allowing  the  Jirjl  only  tq 
be  the  property  of  man,  placed  the  others 
with  thole  accidents,  which  could  not 
add  to  his  true  importance,  and  could 
not  be  admitted  into  the  lift  of  his  real 
pofiellions« 

But,  a  difpofition  fo .  contradiQory  to 
the  prejudices  of  the  multitude  was  al- 
ways leferred  to  that  fondnefs  for  para*- 
dox  with  which  philofophy  was  re- 
proached ;  and  all  the  gaudy  externals  of 
life  were  Hill  purfued  as  real  goods,  and 
ftiil  envied  as  real  pojfejfions. 

The  fage,  however,  might  fupport  his 
fyftem  with  an  irrefillible  power  of  argu- 
ment. He  might  affirm,  that  man  could 
not  be  confidered  as  pofleffing  property 
in  whatever  exifts  independently  of  him- 
felf,  as  the  attainment  of  it  could  not  be 
commanded  by  his  own  exertions ;  as  the 
permanency  of  it  did  not  reft  upon  his 
own  conduft ;  as  the  enjoyment  of  it  was, 
at  the  beft,  uncertain  ;  and,  for  the  moft 

part. 
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part,  did  not  belong  to  the  imaginary 
owner. 

Without  condcfcending  to  notice  the 
diftinftion  of  birth,  which  is  altogether 
the  creature  of  opinion,  he  might  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  the  world  for  the  re* 
futation  of  their  pretenfions,  who  affume 
on  their  riches,  or  their  power. — ^Think 
not,    (he  might  fay)   miftaken  mortals, 
think  not  yourfelves  the  Proprietors  of 
thofc  toys  that  have  been  thrown  in  your 
way   by  the   fame   capricious    fortune, 
which    has    frequently    with-held   them 
from  the  ftrongeft  merit,  and  the  brighteft 
talfents.    No — ^you  are  ornamented  with 
them  only  for  a  time,  and  poffibly  for  ^, 
very  (hprt  time.     Enemies  may  plunder, 
rivals  may  fupplant,  friends  may  betray; 
or,  fliould  you  fuffer  from  none  of  the 
ordinary  occurrences  of  life — death  muji 
foon^  and  may  immediately  ftep  in  to  evince 
the  idlenefs  of  your  claims.     If  you  could 
however  be  faid  to  poflefs  what  you  hold 
on  (uch  precarious  conditions,  can  you, 

with- 
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without  an  abufe  of  language,  be  faid  to 
poflfefs  what  it  cannot  be  admitted  that 
you  enjoy.  You  have  reached  your  ob* 
jefts — you  are  rich ;  or  you  are  powerful. 
But,  when  the  firft  flufti  of  acquifition  is 
over,  the  heightened  vigour  of  the  pulfe 
fubfides  into  languor — and  then,  ceafing 
to  be  rich,  or  powerful  for  yourfelves, 
you  commence  the  agents  of  others. — 
With  more  fpecious  reafoning  might  ye 
fupport  your  title  to  your  bodily  advan- 
tages ;  to  your  health,  or  your  beauty,  or 
your  ftrength; — though  thefe  accidents 
be  the  bloflbms  of  a  day^  which  difeafc 
may  Wight  in  the  morning,  and  age  muft 
wither  before  the  night. — No— deluded 
mortals ! — direft  your  pride  to  its  proper 
objects,  and  riot  in  its  generous  induU 
gence ! — ^Let  it  not  fettle  on  what  is  not 
your  own;  and  remember  that  nothing 
is  your  own,  which  fubfifts  independently 
of  MIND.  There  reigns  the  mah.  Tlierc 
alone  are  to  be  found  thofe  true  riches ; 
that  genuine  confequence;  thatlegitinate 
power  which  cannot  be  afiefied  l^the 

ftift- 
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fliiftings  of  fortune/  the  violence  of  ene* 
mies,  the  anifices  of  rivals,  or  the  trea- 
chery of  friends. 

Thefe  were  the  common  places,  partly 
indeed  erroneous,  but  certainly  fplendid, 
of  the  fublimeft  philofophy  of  Greece. 

In  the  hiftory  of  that  celebrated  coun- 
try, we  meet  with  a  ftory  remarkably  ap- 
pofite  to  the  prefent  fubjrft*  At  the  fack 
of  his  native  city  a  philofopher,  [b)  whole 
life  had  been  devoted  to  the  purfuit  of 
knowledge,  and  the  praflice  of  virtue^ 
was  with  difficulty  refcued  from  the  wea- 
pons of  the  foldi?r}%  to  whole  rapaciouf- 
nefs  all  his  little  piurirr.ony  had  fallen  a 
prey ;  and  by  wLofe  undiftinguiO.ing  fury 
all  Lis  fan^ily  had  been  flaughtered.  In 
thcfe  circuniitanccs  he  was  brou;^ht  be* 
"fore  the'cpnqt^eror,  who,  refptfling  his 
\:hara6le^  vviThed  to  alleviate  his  misfor- 
lunps.    ''Acquaint  me  with  your  lofFes, 

*\r)  Sriho  of  Megara,  v.  Diag!  Lacrt^us.     Seneca 
Epif%  ^.  9c 'd€  conllantia  Sapieotum.**cap.  ^ ' 

*  «•  and 
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"  and  rely  on  my  bounty  for  their  repa- 
*«  ration" — was  the  generous  addrefs  of 
the  Prince.  **  I  have  experienced  no  lof- 
*'  fes — of  my  only  pofTeffions,  my  wis* 
"  DOM  and  my  integrity,  your  foldi- 
«*  ers  were  neither  able  nor  folicitous  to 
*^  plunder  me" — ^w^as  the  magnanimous 
reply  of  the  fage.  He  carried  into  his 
conduft  the  full  theory  of  the  fchools ; 
and  in  the  moft  trying  fituation  alTerted 
afuperiority  of  foul,  which,  unfupported 
by  the  promifes  of  religion,  is  really  afto- 
nifliing. 

Yet,  how  manifeft  a  truth  is  it,  that 
even  thofe  pofTeffions  on  which  he  feemed 
with  fo  much  juft  confidence  to  depend, 
were  infufficient  caufes  of  pride — that 
they  were  not  his  own;  but  that  being 
lent  for  particular  purpofes,  .  the  truft 
might  be  refumed;  and  at  the  will  of  the 
Sovereign  Arbiter,  his  wifdom  be 
converted  into  weaknefs;,  and  the  arro- 
gance of  his  integrity  be  humbled  into 
defea 

This 
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This  infonnation  might  have  been  coo- 
firmed  with  the  evidences  of  a  revelation, 
which,  removing  the  fatal  (c)  neceflity  of 
the  Stoics^  and  a  firft  caufe  blended  with 
its  (d)  own  effe£l:s,  difcovered  a  dillinS  and 
prefiding  mind,  every  where  attending  to 
the  minuteft  portion  of  its  government ; 
engaging  even  the  extravagancies  of  free 
agency,  in  the  fupport  of  general  order; 
balancing  advantages  with  refponfibility, 
and  taking  away  or  conferring,  as  the 
abufe,  or  the  improvement  of  its  bounty 
might  call  for  punifhment  or  rewards 

This  teftimbny  of  revelation,  as  far  a^ 
it  refpefted  the  dependance  of  man,  might 
be  ftrengthened  by  the  obfervations  which 
muft  forcibly  refuk  from  an  impartial  fur- 
vey  of  the  human  fpecies.  The  efftOs  of 
difeafe  on  their  underftanding ;  and  of  fitu- 
ation  on  their  virtue ;  the  flight  attacks  by 
which  the  triumphs  of  the  head  or  the 


(c)  Cic.  de  fat.  i^.    Tufcul.  5.    De  Nat.  Deor.  1. 


to. 


(jj]  Dc  Nat.  Oeor.  a.  14. 
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heart  were  frequently  overthrown : — ^the 
ftrange  inequalities  of  which,  at  different 
periods  of  life,  aud  often  at  different 
hours  of  the  day,  the  fame  perfon  was 
ienfible,  might  be  urged  to  refute  the 
vain  boaft  of  mental  independence.  For 
his  further  humiliation,  the  fage  might  be 
direded  to  fome  of  thofe  melancholy  iq- 
fiances  which  every  where  occur  of  per- 
verted reafbn,  or  of  annihilated  inteJleft. 
That  wetch  (he  might  be  told)  who  is 
now  before  you,  with  eyes  rolling  in  the 
%nldnefs  of  phrenfy,  or  fixed  in  the  glare 
6f  idiocy,  but  lately  polFeffed  a  mind  ac- 
tive, ftrong,  fubtle  and  clear:  the  defi- 
ner  of  the  moral  limits ; — the  arbiter  of 
fcience, — the  pervader  of  natu  re.  Where 
now  is  this  Sovereign,  and  this  God? — 
depofed — naked— degraded  below  the  le- 
vel of  beftial  inftinft ;  while  the  throne  is 
filled  with  a  Slumber  worfe  than  Death, 
or  a  Diforder  mOre  horrible  than  the 
Slumber.  This  miferable  objeft,  it  is 
probable,  once  indulged  in  the  fame 
proud  fecurity  with  yourfelf— and  from 

whence 
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whence  is  your  aflurance  of  fafety  from  a 
.  blow,  which  may  reduce  you  to  the  fame 
mortifying  condition  with  him. 

In  this  manner  the  Chriftian  philofo- 
pher  might  have  enlightened  the  Heathen  j 
and,  inculcating  his  abfolut^  dependance, 
have  exalted  his  proper  dignity. 

The  indulgence  of  pride  is  not  only 
irrational,  as  ill  fuited  to  a  creature  like 
man;  but  it  is  hurtful,  as  it  impedes  the 
advancement  of  our  nature,  by  difuniting 
vs  from  our  God. 

Humility  therefore  is  the  greateft  lef^ 
fon  of  the  gofpel ;  and  on  confcious  weak- 
nefs  is  built  that  glorious  edifice,  the  bafe 
of  which  refts  upon  earth,  while  its  fum-* 
mit  reaches  to  Heaven. — ^It  is  to  the  ^poor 
inJpiriU  that  the  promifes  of  Him,  -who 
was  meek  4  and  Lowly  of  hearU  are  confined ; 
and  we  are  affured  that  unlefs  we  become 

8  Matt.  V.  3*  4  Matt.  xi.  29. 

as 
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w  as  ^  little  children,  we  fliall  not  enter 
••  into  the  kingdom  qf  God/' 

For  a  duty  thus  ftrongly  enforced,  th© 
reafons  are  clearly  afligned, — not  only 
riches  and  honours  come  from  the  Lord  ; 
kut  likewife  every  good  and^  every  perfeEb 
gift. — ^We  are  taught  that  xjoe  have  nothing 
which  we  ^  did  not  receive-^th^t  it  is  God 
zuhich  ^  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do 
of  his  good plea/urer^xhdX  it  is  the  ho rh 
vtho^givethy  and  the  Lorp  who  taket/\i 
away. 

To  its  precepts  the  goFpel  adds  the  in* 
itru£Uon  of  examples.  The  felf-confident 
virtue  of  St.  Peter  was  left  for  an  inftatn^ 
unprote&edj  end  in  that  inftant  it  was 
overcome.  The  pride  of  the  Pharifees 
was  difpleafihg  to  God— their  learnm^ 
and  their  wifdom  wer«  therefore  of  no 


§  Matu  ^Yiiu  3,  James  i.  17, 

7  iCor.iy.  7.  •  Phill,ii.  ij. 
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avail  I — for  Goi>  blinded  their  eyes,  *^  and 
hardened  their  hearts^  that  theyjhould  not 
fee  with  their  eyes — nm-  underjiand  toitk 
their  hearts^  and  be  converted.    . 

To  this  evangelical  doftrine,  the  feel* 
ing  of  every  perfon  unites  its  teftimony ; 
for  the  WISEST  arid  the  best  are  ever  the 
moft  ready  to  acknowledge  thofe  frequent 
returns  of  znteileShuU  and  moral  infirmity 
which  fo  ftroogly  intimate  thiEit  it  is  only 
by  the  grace  of  God  we  are  what  we  are; 
— ^reafon  therefore, .  and  revelation,  both 
atteft,  that  the  ^oox  firanger  and  fojour- 
ner  man  hath  nothing. 

But,  if  any  man  be  in  Chri/l  he  is  a  new 
creature,  and  may  then  be  corifidered  as 
pojfejjing  all  things. — The  trath  of  this  af. 
fertion  is  now  to  be  examined* 

What  therefore,  we  muft  enquire,  are 
the  ALL  THINGS  intended  by  the  Apoftle? 

^^  Johaxii«  40, 

—is 
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■—IS  wealth.  Of  &.Ati6ti,  Of  pOVref,  to  he 
clafTed  under  the  conrtprehcufive  tkle? 
No— ^f  thefe  out  religioit,  far  from  al&3. 
ing  to  difpofe,  is  ffaidiOus  to  inculcate  the 
Vanity.  We  are  cJiutioned  by  her  divine 
difcourfe,  not  to  tfujl  vh.^"^  uncertain  richest 
not  to  mind  "  high  things;  not  to  delight 
in  the  ^^fqfliion  of  this  world  which  pa/feth 
away, — ^If  fhe  cannot  then  give  the  leadr^ 
ing  objefts  of  human  a6tivity*  with  what 
propriety  can  fhe  prOniife  to  her  follow* 
crs  the  prefent  pofleffion  of  all  things  ? 
•^Let  us  inveftigate  the  requifites  of  fub' 
ftantial  happinefs ;— the  all  which  can 
weigh  in  the  fcalc  of  rational  eftimation, 
and  the'  folid  grounds  of  her  aflurance 
will  immediately  be  manifeft^ 

That  happidefs  Is  tl»  exclufiv6  privi-' 
lege  of  the  higher,  and  more  fplendid 
orders  of  life,  is  One  of  thofe  pO|mlaf 
prejudices  which  rcafon  aaid  philofophy 

tt  »  Tun.  vi.  17.  «<  Rom.  xli.  x6, 

*l  %  Cor.  vii.  31. 

Pa  bave 
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have  ever  contemptuoufly  rejefted.  The 
quick  eye  of  the  fage  glancing  through 
the  various  ranks  of  fociety,  dete6ls,  un, 
der  the  Ihed  of  the  peafant^  as  frequently 
as  in  the  palace  of  the  noble,  this  objeft 
of  univerfai  purfuit.  He  concludes  there- 
fore, that,  independent  of  external  cir-^ 
cumftances,  the  celeftial  plant  is  altoge- 
ther the  growth  of  the  heart :  and  obferv- 
ing  that  the  lead  peevifhriefs  of  diflatis- 
faction — the  moft  diftant  wifh  of  being 
what  we  are  not,  is  able  to  defe4J  the 
greateft  means  of  enjoyment ;  he  difcot- 
vers,  that  without  cofUent  happinefs  C9^ 
not  exi{l« 

But  content  is  the  gift  c^  Religion.  IJt 
is  taught  by  the  precepts,  and  infpired  by 
the  fpirit  of  the  GofpeK  In  whaUvtrfiate 
he  is^  the  Chriftian  is  inftru6led  therezvitk 
to  be  ^^fatisfied— ^nd,  by  the  demonftrar 
ted  futiUty  of  thofe  objefts  which  kindle 

H  Phil,  iv,  it.     I  Tim;  vi.  8.    Heb.  iii.  XS- 

the 
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ihe  contention  of  the  paflions.  His  mind 
is  difpofed  to  receive  the  falutary  leflbn* 

-  As  happinefs,  however,  cannot  exift 
without  content,  content  cannot  avail 
without  the  approbation  of  confcience. — 
The  power  of  this  delightful,  or  this  ter- 
rible inmate,  has  been  attefted  by  the  ge- 
neral voice  .of  man.  It  has  always  been 
confidered  as  the  reprefentative  of  the 
Deity  in  the  human  bofom,  and  to  fe- 
^ure  its  favourable  teftimony  has  been 
the  ultimate  end  of  every  fyftem  of  mo- 
rality. 

But,  for  this  great  attainment,  can  any 
fyftem  of  morality  be  fo  effeftual  as  that 
religion,  which  enforces,  with  an  irrefift- 
ible  weight  of  motives,  whatfoever  things 
are  '5  true^  whatfoever  things  are  honejt, 
Tvhatfoeruer  things  are  jujl,  whatfoever 
things  are  lovely,  -whatfoever  things  are  of 
good  report? 

15  Phil.  iv.  8. 

P3  Poffef- 
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Poflefled  ofcantentt  and  unalarmed  by 
the  (terrors  of  confcience^  our  relifh  of  ex-r 
iftcnce  will  yet  not  be  quick  enough  to 
merit  the  title  of  happinefs,  if  the  under- 
Ji(i7pdfng  remain  uncultivated ;  if  its  vigour 
bjc  loft  in  indpleijcei  Or  wafted  in  frivo^ 
lpU5^0ipij, 

On  this  Important  fubjeft  of  the  right 
conduft  of  the  mind,  religion  is  the  moft 
powerful  teacher.  §he  inculcates  the  pe* 
cpflity  of  unremitted  vigilance.  She  en* 
Jgjm  the  proper  imprpYpment  of  pur  ta-r 
lents^-rShe  tells  ns  that  the  Chrjftiaq 
raxx^prefi  toward  '^  the  mark  for  the  prize 
rf  his  high  callings  progreflive  in  know- 
ledge fts  in  virtije — ^proppfiqg  the  duty, 
fl^e  likewife  furniflies  the  rew^d;  an4 
cpmpenfate$  every  pxertioi;  which  fhe 
direfts,  by  djfclpfing  to  us  ijew  trpafures 
of  iNTELiLECTUAL  LIGHT,  and  by  un- 
.  Ipgkiqg  to  us  ^s  yet  imtafted  fpurces  of 

PPIJIITUAL  qpNSOLATIpNr 
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He  who  is  content  with  his  condition ; 
who  is  expofed  to  no  difquiet  from  his 
confcience;  whofe  underftanding  is  occu- 
pied and  improved,  muft  upon  the  whole, 
be  happy.  But  his  happinefs  at  intervals 
may  be  interrupted  by  the  diftreffes  of  life, 
or  by  the  apprehenfions  of  Death, 

To  yield  proteftion  from  the  aflault  of 
thele  formidable  enemies,  was  the  prin- 
cipal aim  of  philofophy.  In  the  attempt, 
however,  the  boaftings  -of  this  proud 
offspring  of  reafon  were  far  greater  than 
her  fuccefs:  and  her  wise  man,  whom 
flie  painted  as  looking  down  from  the 
eminence  of  his  mind,  on  the  weaknefles 
and  paflions  of  humanity,  has  been  pro- 
ved, by  the  experience  of  all  ages,  to  be 
the  creature  of  mere  imagination. 

Here  then,  again,  religion  interpo* 
fes  with  fuperior  efficacy,  and  fully  ac- 
compliflies  the  imperfeft  endeavour  of 
the  f?ige, 

P4  The 
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The  Qmflian  acquainted  with  the  trtjfe 
hature  of  life,  and  of  deathf  difrcgards 
the  light  affli£lions  of  the  former ^  which 
he  knows  '^  are  but  for  a  moment :'' — and 
joyfully  haftens  to  the  latter,  which  he 
confiders  as  the  completion  of  his  trial; 
and  the  recompehce  of  his  toils* 

A  mind  harmonized  within^  and  not 
to  be  fhaken  from  without.  Was  the  fplen- 
did  acquifition  for  which  all  the  efforts  of 
pliilofophy  were  ineffeflually  excited. — 
Beyond  this  calm,  and  fedentary  felicity^ 
(he  never  even  afifefted  to  lead  her  pupil  • 
^— and,  though  fhe  talked  about  a  certain 
tnyflical  abftraftion  from  fenfe,  and  the 
Contemplation  of  the  Great  First 
Cause,  her  language  was  calculated  only 
to  ftrike  the  ear,  and  not  to  feize  upon 
the  hearts 

But  the  power  of  religion,  not  bounded 
by  fuch  narrow  limits,  exalts  the  Moral 
to  the  Divine;  and  by  difcovering  to  us 
in  the  Deity,  a  Creator,  and  a  Preferver,-^ 

^7  2  Cor.  ivt   ij, 

ft  GoD| 
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ft  God,  who,  -was  *^  in  Chrijl  reconciling  the 
World  toHimfelf; — ^awakens  the  hioft  rap» 
turous  emotions  of  gratitude,  and  thUg 
fublimes  into  pofitive  enjoyment,  what 
before  was  only  a  negation  of  pain* 

All  the  requifites  of  earthly  happinefs 
are  now  enumerated,  for  He  who  is  bleA 
^d  with  content,  the  approbation  of  con* 
fcience,  an  underftanding  with  ail  its  en. 
ergies  called  forthandinftruded;— a  mind 
lifted,  by  the  affurance  of  immortality, 
above  the  littlenefeof  life  and  of  death  ;— 
and  the  glowing  fenfe  of  gratitude  ftill 
difcharged  yet  ftill  due,  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged by  the  fuflftage  of  reafon  to  pofleft 
tUl  things  on  this  fide  of  Heaven, 

But  who  is  this  ^voured-^this  elevated 
being? 

The  Servant  of  ^^  Righieoufnefs  ;  ^^^  Hi 
who  is  complete  ^  in  Chrift. 


18  fi  Cor.v.  19.  If  Rom^vi.  18. 

»o  Colofll  ii,  i<h 
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Yes  Lord !  whatever  fatisfies,orftrcngth- 
cns,  or  dignifies,  or  enraptures  the  foul, 
Cometh  from  Thy  bounty;  the  heart  on 
which  Thou  lookeft^  thou  fiUeft  with 
bleffings  1 — the  bofom  which  thou  makeft 
the  temple  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  Thou 
lavifhly  fieckeft  wijh  thy  treafures !— and 
man,  who  without  Thee  is  zoretched  and 
miferahU^  and  poor  j  and  naked,  and  blind, 
when  vifited  with  Thy  salvation  be- 
Cometh  rich,  and  enereafed  with  goods, 
?indhath  need  of  nothing  !--yes,  mighty 
and  gracious  Lord!  he  was  as  having 
nothings  he  is  aspojfejfmg  all  things. 

Attend,  my  Brethren,  to  thefe  traths, 
and  imprefs  them  upon  your  hearts !-~ 
Whatever  may  be  the  charafiers  appoin- 
ted for  you  in  the  drama  of  life,  forget 
not  that  you  are  men,  and  be  humbi.£  ; 
but  remember  that  you  are  Christians 
and  E^v LT. --^Thus  faith  the  Lord^ — let 
not  the  zvife  man  glory  in  his  wifdom^  nei- 
ther let  the  mighty  num glory  inhismight; 

por 
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nor  let  the  rich  "  man  glory  in  his  riches; 
but  let  him  that  glorieth  glory  in  this, 
that  he  underftandeth  and  knoweth  M£^ 
that  I  am  the  Lord. 

Are  you  then  placed  by  the  will  of  the 
Supreme  Disposer  in  the  higher  clafles 
of  fociety  ? — be  not  proud  of  the  tranfi- 
ent  diftinftion!— confider  power  and 
wealth  as  facred  trufts  of  which  you  muft 
foon  render  an  account!  regard  them 
with  jealoufy,  as  they  are  the  tempters 
of  your  integrity ;  and  with  pleafure  only 
as  they  arfe  the  miniflers  of  your  virtues ! 
refleft  that  what  may  be  wafted  in  criminal 
gratification,  or  in  fubferviency  to  con* 
temptible  oftentation,  may  become  a  fa« 
crifice  of  fweet-fmelling  favour  to  the 
I^ord,  and  may  fupply  you  with  the 
me^ns  of  heaping  obligatioqs  Twhichwill 
not  be  unrecorded  in  tfce  book  of  life^  on 
YOUR  Redeemer,  whe^  V^e  fo|icits  you, 
in  the  perfons  of  your  unfortunate  breth» 
iren,  to  give  "  him  meat  when  he  is  hungry, 

and 
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and  drink  when  he  is  tkirjiy; — to  clothe 
him  when  he  is  naked;  to  vifit  hint  when 
he  isjick^  and  in  prifon. 

Do  you  occupy  the  lower  flations  of 
life  ? — are  your  circumftances  not  affluent 
• — or  are  they  even  diftrefsful  ? 

We  pray  youy  in  Christ's  Jlead^  "3  he  ye 
reconciled  to  God. 

Defpair  not ! — nor  entertain  an  opinion 
fo  injurious  to  your  Heavenly  Father 
as — that  you  are  lefs  the  objeft  of  his  af- 
fe6lion»  than  your  more  gaudy  fellow- 
creatures  ! — apply  your  hearts  unto  god- 
liuefs,  and  ye  Ihall  be  fenfible  that  He 
*whof pared  not  his  own  Son,  hvi  gave 
him  for  us  alU  wUlaLfo  with  Him  *^  freely 
give  you  all  things. — ^To  your  thoughtlefs 
fuperiors  ye  fhall  then  be  able,  in  the 
language  of  your  Saviour  to  fay,  wc  have 
meat  *5  to  eat  which  ye  know  not  of; — and 

•3  a  Cor.  V.  fio»  M  Rom*  viii.  39. 

*6  John  iv»  gft. 

under 
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under  the  heavieft  preflure  of  worldly 
want  YOUR  God  and  your  Lord  {hall 
bring  this  tranfporting  confolation  to  your 
ears, — blejfed  be  ye  ^^  poor y  for  yours  is  the 
kmgdom  of  God* 

♦And  now,  my  Brethren,  deeply  pene- 
trated with  the  fenfe  of  our  natural  abafe- 
ment,  and  of  our  fpiritual  dignity,  let  us 
approach  to  theHotY  Tablc,  and  there 
pay  ^that  debt  of  grateful  memorial,  fo 
juftly  due  to  Him,  by  whofe  '7  poverty  we 
are  made  rich ! 

Let  us  reprefent  to  ourfelves  the  bles* 
SED  Jesus,  feated  with  his  difciples  at  the 
laft  fupper,  and  enforcing  the  obfervance 
of  the  heavenly  communion  which  He  in* 
itituted,  Avith  that  affefting  adjuration, 
this  do  **  in  rememhrance  of  me!  and  then 

*6  Luke  VI.  20.  «7  2  Cor.  viii.  9. 

•8  Luke  xxii.  19. 

♦  Preached  at  the  celebration  of  the  Communion. 

brethren. 
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Brethren,  let  our,  devotion  behold  the  famd 
GRACIOUS  and  glorious  Being,  ftill 
preliding  over  the  fame  hallowed  cere- 
mony;— ftill  breaking  the  bread; — ftill 
bleffing  the  cup ; — ^ftill  adjuring  us  to  par- 
take^ and  do  likewife  in  remembrance  of 
Him! 

Nor  think  me  too  bold,  if  I  thus  feem 
to  affign  an  efpecial  locality  to  the  Omni- 
presence, which  inhabiteth  infinity* 

Whert  two  or  three  are  gathered  together 
in  •»  His  name,  there  are  we  qffured  that 
He  is  in  the  midfl  of  them.  When  there- 
fore, the  number  of  the  faithful  are  a£> 
fembled  around  his  altar,  to  ofier  up  their 
facrifice  of  praife  and  thankigiving,  wiU 
not  his  more  pecuKar  prefencc  be  with 
them  ?  will  he  not  declare  his  acceptance 
of  their /fl^^mr  30  qflofve;  with  a  larger  ma« 
nifeftation  of  his  fpirit. 

•9  Matt,  xviii.  ao*  r>  1  TTicfll  i.  3. 

Approach 
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Approach  then,  ChriftianSt  and  feaft 
with  YOUR  Lord  !  nor  imagine  that  ye 
comply  with  all  the  purpofes  of  the  divine 
ordinance,  by  obferving  it  only  on  thofe 
dated  periods  which  ate  fet  apart  by  the 
Church  for  its  more  remarkable  folem- 
nities. 

In  the  apofiolic  and  primitive  aflembliesr, 
the  common  fervice  of  the  Lord's  Day  was 
always  concluded  with  the  holy  breaking 
i>f  bread. — ^If  the  glowing  and  fleady  zeal 
of  thofe  happy  ages  was  inflamed,  and 
confirmed  by  the  frequency  of  comma, 
nion — (hall  not  we^  who  labour  undernu« 
merous  difadvantages^  have  recourle  to 
the  fame  expedient,  to  preferve  the  frefh- 
nefs  of  our  devotion,  from  the  tainting  in« 
fiuence  of  a  corrupted  world  ? 

* 

Yes,  Chrillians, — ^with  joyfuIxi(d&, — ^with 
faith,*— with  that  perfe£l  3*  lavewhich  cafieth 

•«  i  John  iv.  18. 

out 
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oitifiar,  we  will  haftcn  to  the  holy  rite,-^ 
for  the  worthy  participation  of  the  confe^ 
crated  elements,  we  may  aflurc  ourfelvest 
that  no  olher  preparation  is  neceflarjr, 
than  a  virtuous  regularity  .  of  life ;  nor 
more  exafled  from  us,  than  with  thofe  al- 
lowances which  human  infirmity  will  al» 
ways  require,  and  which,  from  Him,  who 
in  all  things  «*  was  made  like  unto  his  bretk^ 
ren^  that  he  might  be  a  merciJtU  High 
Priest,  it  will  always  receive — that  we 
walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  3^  wherewth  xve 
are  called.  I 

.  «:  .  '] 

|«  Hcbt  ii.  17,  1)  Ephcf/iv;  t^ 
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On  the  Dispensations  of  GoP. 


1  Kings  XIX,  ii,  12. 

AND  BEHOLD  THE  LORD  PASSED  BY,  AND 
A  GREAT  AND  STRONG  WIND  RENT  THE 
MOUNTAINS,  AND  BRAKE  IN  PIECES  THE 
ROCKS,  BEFORE  THE  LORD ;  BUT  THE 
LORD  WAS  NOT  IN  THE  WIND.— AND  AF. 
TER  THE  WIND  AN  EARTHQUAKE;  BUT 
THE  LORD  WAS  NOT  IN  THE  EARTHQUAKE 
—AND  AFTER  THE  EARTHQU*AKE  A  FIRE; 
BUT  THE  LORD  WAS  NOT  IN  THE  FIRE— 
AND  AFTER  THE  FIRE— A  STILL  SMALfc 
VOICE. 

IT  i«  fuperfluous  to  inform  a  Offiftian 
audience,    that  the  fublime  paflege, 
which  has  now  been  read,  forms  the  de- 
Q  fcriptioa 
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fcription  of  a  remarkable  manifeftation  d 
the  Deity  to  the  great  Prophet  Elijah. — 
That  we  may,  however,  the  more  fullj 
apprehend  the  propriety  of  thofe  circum- 
flances  which  ciiftinguifh  this  from  everj 
former  appearance  of  the  Divine  Glory 
recorded  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  confider  at  fom^  length  the 
time,  and  the  occafion  of  it. 

Immediately  on  their  revolt  from  the 
grand-fon  of  David,  the  ten  tribes  began 
to  forfake  the  worlhip  of  that  fupreme  Be- 
ing, who  condefcended  to  be  called,  in  a 
peculiar  fenfe,  their  God,  and  the  God  of 
their  fathers.  The  miftaken  policy  of  their 
rulers  foftered  the  idolatry  of  its  own  be- 
getting, till  its  fizeoverfliadowedthcland: 
and  the  whole  people,  deferting  the  altar 
of  ihcix  living  Jirengthi  transferred  their 
fenfelefs  homage  to  the  gods  of  the  Hea- 
then. But  they  were  not  yet  able  to  fa- 
tigue the  mercy  and  long  fuffering  of  their 
heavenly  Father.  Still  were  they  follow- 
ed by  his  grace;  and  from  time  to  time 

\  they 
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they  heard  the  warning  voice  of  his  pro^ 
phets  commiffioried,  by  reprefenting  th^ 
fad  confequeitces  of  perfeverance  in  reb,e^ 
lion,  to  recall  them  to  duty  afid  to  favoun 

Tlie  pbwfers  which  the*  Almighty  g?ive 
to  his  minifters  were  fuitedto  the  nature' 
and '  difficulty  of  the  work  which  he  con- 
confided  to  their  execution.  In  the  reigii 
of  Ahab,  when  the  national  depravity  was 
at  its  greateft  height,  afid  evefy  former 
cflPort  to  reclaim  had  proved  ineffeflual^ 
the  Divine  Wifdom  invefting  Elijah  tvith  a 
larger  portion  of  the  Spirit  than  hafd  been 
communicated  to  any  of  the  propheticf 
fucceffofs  of  Mofes,  fetit  hirti  fdrth  as  thtf 
herald  of  repentance,  afid  the  accomplifh^ 
ed  champion  of  religious  truth. 

The  conflift,  t^hieh  the  zesldus  fervaril 
of  HeatVen  had  to  fuftain,  was  arduous  and 
doubtful.  AH  the  orders  of  the  ftate,  di- 
vided on  other  otcafions  by  diftinft  inters 
efts,  and  confequently  by  hoftile  paffions, 
againft  the  caufe  of  God^tv^ere  unhappily 
Q2  unitecj 
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united.  The  prophet  indeed  reprefented 
this  corrupt  confederacy  as  too  general, 
when  he  mentioned  himfelf  as  the  fole  ex* 
ception  to  it.  But,  of  the  [even  thou/and 
who  *  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  while 
the  reft  were  contented  with  the  fccret 
indulgence  of  their  own  pious  reflitude, 
he  alone  had  the  boldnefs  openly  to  op- 
pofe  the  popular  and  regal  fuperftition. 

For  the  part  which  he  was  to  fupport, 
the  charafter  of  this  illuftrious  prophet 
moft  eminently  qualified  him.  Naturally 
fanguine  and  intrepid,  he  was  lifted  by 
the  confcious  dignity  of  his  oflBce,  and  a 
warm  fenfe  of  the  offended  majefty  of  his 
Gk>d,  above  the  more  trifling  confidera* 
tions,  and  the  fofter  weakneflfes  of  huma« 
nity.  On  his  firft  appearance  in  the  fa* 
cred  volunxe,  we  find  him  denouncing  a 
fevere  judgment  on  Ahab  and  his  J^ing-. 
dom ;  and,  as  it  were  by  his  own  autho« 
rity,  (hutting  up  the  windows  of  Heaven 

*   1  Kings,  xix.  18. 

— ^whefl, 
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-^when,  by  his  Divine  Matter,  who  was 
unwilling  to  deftroy,  though  obliged  to 
punifh,  he  is  commanded  to  fhew  him- 
felf,  after  three  years  of  rigid  drought,  to 
the  correfted  monarch,  he  feizes  on  the 
itioment^of  national  humiliation,  to  vin- 
dicate the  honour,  and  re-eftablifti  the 
worftiip  of  Jehovah. 

The  event  of  his  public  conteft  with  the 
priefts  of  Baal  was  anfwerable  to  his  de- 
figns.  The  people,  unable  to  refift  the 
fplendid  evidence  which  was  indulged  on 
that  great  occafion,  acknowledged  the 
Lord  for  their  God :  and  the  prophet,  in 
right  of  his  high  office,  which  fuperfeded 
the  regal,  infli£ied  on  tlie  vanquiflied  ido- 
Ic^ters  the  fentence  of  the  divine  law. 

The  confequence  of  this  return  of  the 
people  to  God,  was  the  removal  of  that 
fcourge  under  which  they  had  fo  long 
fuffered :  and  it  was  now  reafonablt  for 
the  prophet,  as  the  inftrument  of  fo  great 
a  blefling,  to  expeft  the  gratitude  of  a 
Q  3  whole 
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vhole  nation,  which  he  had  manifeftly 
jefioredto  0\e  immediate  proteftion  of  its 
Heavenly  Sovereign.  His  expeftations^ 
however,  proved  vain,  Ahab,  indeed, 
Ceems  to  have  partaken  in  the  general 
converfion — ^but  his  queen  was  more  irri- 
tated by  the  Haughter  of  her  priefts,  than 
convinced  by  the  miracle  which  preceded 
It ;  and  the  great  Benefaftor  of  Ifrael — 
the  fervant  of  the  most  High,  was  again 
.compelled  to  providp  for  his  f^fety  by 
flight- 

In  this^  fituatioq,  wounded  by  the  in* 
gratitude  of  his  country,  and  wearied 
with  his  oppofition  to  the  ftill  recoiling 
tprrent  of  irreligion,  he  prefles  for  his 
difcharge  from  his  matters  fervice,  and 
rather  impatiently  {oWciis  that  he  may  die. 
But  the  grj^ci.ous  Lord  is  pleafejj  to  par- 
4on  the  infirmity  of  hjs  creature,  and^ 
granting  him  a  fupply  of  fupernatural 
strength,  condufts  him  by  a  journey  of 
^orty  days,  te  the  mountain  of  Horeb. 


It 
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It  was  in  this  place,  which  the  Deity 
had' formerly  hallowed  with  his  peculiar 
prefence,  at  the  giving  of  the  law,  that  he 
now  determined  to  indruft  his  miniflerin 
fome  great  truths,  with  which  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  him  to  be  acquainted.     . 

Under  the  difpenfation  of  the  law,  the 
Almighty  had  hitherto  appeared  princi- ' 
pally  as  a  Gqd  of  terrors.  Every  mani- 
feflation  of  himfelf  had  been  calculated 
to  awaken  the  moft  awful  apprehenfions 
of  his  ppwer:  and  his  laws,  denouncing 
againft  all  wilful  tranfgreffion  inevitable 
puniftiment,  befp6ke  him  a  confuming'' fire. 
But  the  great  plan  of  Providence  was  now 
advancing  to  maturity ;  arid  the  minds  of 
roen  were  gradually  preparing  for  a  new 
dilpenfation.  The  Almighty  was  foon 
to  lay  afide  his  crown  of  terrors ;  and, 
diminiftiipg  by  the  appointment  of  a  per- 
petual MEDIATOR,  the  alarniing  dif- 
tanpe  between  his  own  fupreme  holinefs, 

8  Deut.  iv.  24. 

Q4  s         and 
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find  the  iiBpcrfeftion  of  humanity,  he  was 
to  appear  with  the  countenance  of  a  Ja- 
ther,  rather  than  zfovfn^eign: — to  allure  by 
perfuajion,  and  not  to  govern  by  fear : — 
to  fpeak  fdftly  to  the  rcafon^  and  not  to 
thunder  to  the  fenfe. 

To  convey  tliis  information  to  the  pro* 
phet,  and  to  intimate  that,  while  power 
was  an  attribute;  and  feverity  an  accident 
only  of  the  Divihc  Nature,  goodnefs  was 
its  effence,  and  mercy  its  appropriate 
chara£ler; — the  Deity,  adopting  the  ftrik* 
ing  form  of  fymbolical  reprefentation,  dif- 
clofes  himfelf  in  the  remarkable  manner^ 
related  in  the  text. 

No  fooner  had  Elijah  reached  the  facred 
mountain,  thftn  he  is  fummoned  to  (land 
before  the  Lord.  All  nature  confefTes  the 
approaching  God?  he  comes,  armed  as 
the  Omnipotent  with  all  the  force  of  the 
elements  !--*the  mountains  are  rentj  and 
the  rocks  broken  in  pieces. — After  the  xvind 
tbtre  is  an  earthquake^  and  after  the  earth* 

quake 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


SERMON     Vill.  249 

qtiake  a  Jire!  thefe  formidable  appear* 
ances,  however,  do  hot,  as  they  did  in 
former  times,  betoken  the  immediate  pre- 
fence  of  the  Mofl  High.  The  Lord  is  not 
in  the  wind^  nor  in  the  earthquake^  nor 
in  the  fire. — Behind  thefe  inftruments  of 
his  power,  is  the  Invisible  ^  King  ;  and 
divefted  of  his  terrors,  only  fpeaks  to  Eli- 
jah's ear,  in  ajiillfmall  voice — thefuperior 
divinity  of  this  fpecies  of  manifeftation  is 
attefted  by  the  conduft  of  the  prophets 
• — Not  affefted  by  the  preceding  diforder 
of  the  elements,  he  no  fooner  hears  this 
MfiAVEWLY  V oiC£, than  ftnick with  facred 
dread,  he  acknowledges  the  present 
GoD^  and  wraps  his  face  in  his  mantle^ 

As  my  conftruftion  of  this  celebrated 
paffage  is  fupported  by  the  opinion  of  the 
beft  commentators,  I  fhall  take  occafion 
from  it  to  confider  the  two  great  difpen- 
fations ; — ^the  Jewifh  and  the  Chriftian ;  in 
Xh^  former  of  which,  the  whirlwind,  the 

9  I  Tim.  i.  17. 

earth- 
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earthquake i  and  the  Jire;  were  the  forerun- 
Ders  of  the  Deiiy,  whofe  immediate  pre- 
fepce  is  difcovered  in  the  latter^  not  obvi^ 
pus  to  our  fenfes,  but  addreflTmg  pur  reafon 
in  ajlillfmall  voice.  A  little  attention  to 
the  fubjeft  will  convince  us,  that  the  divers 
Vianners  in  4  which  God  hasfpoken  to  maUf 
far  from  being  ipconfiftent  with  the  un- 
changeablenefs  of  the  Divine  Nature,  are 
evidently  accommodations  of  ont  mighty 
fcheme  to  the  varying  circumftances  of 
the  creature  for  whom  it  was  formed.  The 
teinp'fi  and  the  fire  were  the  minijlers  of 
Qod — but  his  more  essential  Divinity 
lyhifpered  in  the  voice. 

The  objefts  of  our  difcuffion  neceflarily 
embrace  a  large  view  of  thenioral  govern'- 
ment  of  the  Holy  One^  and  as  it  is  re- 
vealed to  us  in  the  facred  writings,  it 
readily  offers  itfejf  to  our  exanjination. 

Man  catpe  from  the  hands  pf  his  Creator, 
endued  with  all  the  perfeftion  of  which  his 

4  Hcb.  i.   tt  ^  ^   ' , 

two-fold. 
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two-fold  and  middle  nature  was  fufcep* 
tible.— His  intelUBual,  flxong,  clear,  and 
fliftive,  was  fornied  after  the  diftant  refem- 
blance  of  its  glorious  original.— His  ma^ 
Urialj  untainted  with  difeafe,  and  unde- 
bafed  by  the  confequcnces  of  fin,  was  the 
companion^  rather  than  the  goaler  of  the 
Spirit  which  informed  it — he  maintained 
a  familiar  inteVcourfe' with  God— he  felt 
Ood  in  all  his  faculties^ — he  beheld  God 
imprefled  on  every  objeft  around  him 
— in  the  frame  of  the  univerfe  he  ac* 
Ijnowledged  the  wifdom,  and  the  power 
of  the  Creator — in  the  beauty  of  moral 
excellence,  he  was  enamoured  of  the 
goodnefs  and  the  lovehnefs  of  the  pa. 
rent  The  native  force  of  his  judgment 
b^affled  the  weak  aflattlts  of  paflioh  ;-^and 
it  was  not  difficult  fqr  him  to  continue  in 
that  courfe  of  pure  obedience,  in  which, 
of  all  his  pofterity,  one  only  has  pver  beeij 
.liable  to  perfeverp. 

He  broke,  however,  the  eafy  condition 
ppder  whiph  hp  hejd  his  happy  ftate ;  and 

became 
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became  obnoxious  io  the  penalty  an- 
nexed to  his  violation  of  lawi — eternal 
death.  But  from  this  he  was  exempted 
by  the  imputed  merits  of  a  Messiah. 
And  at  this  period  immediately  com- 
mences that- awful  plan  of  SUPREME  JUS- 
TICE AND  MEKCY,  which  was  to  leceive 
its  full  perfection  from  the  a6lual  obedi- 
ence and  facrifice  of  Chrift — that  ^  Lamb, 
t»hich  was  Jlain from  the  foundation  of  the 
world. 

"  The  feverer  penalty  incurred  by  man's 
tranfgrefTipn  was  indeed  remitted/  But' 
the  confequences  of  his  fall  wert  ftill  nu-» 
merous  and  melancholy.  The  fovereignty 
of  his  rcafon  was  weakened.  The  fubjeft^ 
appetites,  and  pafTions,  gathered  ftrength. 
The  fource  of  human  kind  was  polluted. 
The  neceffity  of  temporal  death  was  in- 
duced. And  the  incurfion  of  fin  to  ravage 
and  deface  the  moral  world  was  fo  rapid 
and  fuccefsful,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 

•  i  Rev.  xiii.  8, 
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generations,  otL  Jlefh  ^  had  corrupted  his 
zooj^  upon  the  earth. 

In  this  fad  condition  of  things,  .when 
the  creature  ceafed  to  be  fit  for  the  ra- 
tional purpofes  of  his  creation; — when 
perfuafion,  and  warning,  and  threatning, 
(all  the  methods  by  which  the  Deity  could 
influence  the  conduft  o^ free-agents i)  were 
inefFeftual  to  revive  obedience,  the  right- 
eous God  determined,  by  an  exemplary 
judgment,  to  check  the  daring  difor den 
.  One  family,  which,  amidft  the  general  cor- 
ruption^  had  maintained  its  integrity,  was 
alone  preferved;  while  the  reft  of  the 
human  fpecies  were  fwept  away  from  a 
world,  which  they  had  filled  with  vio- 
lence and  pollution. 

From  this  awful  period  the  wickednefs 
of  man  never  attained  the  fame  fierce  and 
extended  dominion.  But  to  impiety  fuc- 
ceeded  fuperftition.    And  the  charaders 

6  Gen.  vi.  12. 
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of  the  Creator  were  by  the  heavy  hand 
of  ignorance  quickly  erafed  from  the- 
mind  of  the  creature.  It  is  a  faft  equally 
furprizing  and  authentic,  that  in  little 
more  than  four  hundred  years  after  the! 
Flood,  when  they,  who  had  been  faved 
in  the  Ark,  and  with  whom  God  had  re^ 
newedhis  covenant,  were  yet  living — ido* 
latry  was  the  prevailing  religion  of  the 
world. 

The  fource  of  this  monftrous  depravity 
it  is  not  difficult  to  find.  The  human 
imagination  fainting  under  the  immenfity 
of  a  Being  purely  fpirituaJ  and  infinitely 
extended,  applied  to  corporeal  fymbok 
for  the  fupport  of  its  infirmity.— That  the 
Sun  was  felefted  for  the  firft  objed  of 
erroneous  worfhip,  as  the  brightefl  re- 
prefentative  of  that  glorious  light,  with 
which  the  oracle  of  God  was  alwaysr 
invefted, — is  a  conjefture  in  the  higheft 
degree  probable  and  happy:  But  the  re- 
ligious homage,  withdrawn  from  its  only 
rightful  objeft,  was  foon  paid  to  things 

the 
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the  moil  indifferent,  and  the  moft  bafe. 
And  the  earth  was  loaded  with  fhrines, 
which,  raifed  by  fear^  were  ufually  fre* 
quented  by  corruption. 

At  this  junfture,  before  the  darkneft 
became  univerfal,  and  when  the  efficacy 
of  tradition,  already  unequal  to  the  gene- 
ral prefervation  of  truth,  was  to  be  weak- 
ened by  the  reduced  period  of  man's  life, 
the  Deity  was  pleafed  to  fanftify  to  him- 
feif  a  peculiar  people,  with  whom  he 
might  place  his  iricommunicable  '  name^ 
and  his  written  revelations ;  and  from 
whom,  in  the  feafon  determined  by  his 
counfcls,  he  might  call  forth  the  bleffed- 
nefs  of  his  gofpel  kingdom.  The  intire 
plan  was  worthy  of  the  Divine  Wifdora 
from  whence  it  fprung,  nor  can  any  other 
be  conceived,  from  which  the  fame  happy 
HTue  could  with  equal  reafon  be  expefted. 

Amid  the  uproar  of  Antediluvian  o\iU 
Tdigt^the  flillfmaU  voice  had  never  caught 

7  Wifdojn  xi\%  21. 
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the  ear. — With  that  enormous  growth  of 
human  wickednefs  the  Spirit  ^  of  the  Lord 
had  lo72g  Jlriven  in  vain. — Nor  to  thofe 
generations  which  immediately  fucceeded 
the  Flood,  could  the  gofpel  have  been 
pflPered  with  a  ftronger  probability  of  efta- 
blifhment. 

The  great  expiation  for  fin,  by  the 
deathof  the.MESSiAH,  might,  indeed,  at 
any  time  have  been  made  ;  and  the  tefti^ 
mony  of  miraculous  power  would  at  any 
time  have  proclaimed  the  incarnation  of 
GdD,  But  in  ages  of  intelleftual  imma-  . 
turity,  when  unftrengthened  by  its  own 
exertions,  the  mind  was  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
fant imperfeftion, — ^with  what  profpe6l  of 
fuccefs  could  the  DiVine  Teacher  have 
propofed  his  fyftem  to  the  world  ?  With 
what  arguments  could  he  have  inculcated 
to  the  neceffitous  favage,  occupied  and 
oppreffed  by  the  firft  rude  cares  of  com- 
mencing fociety,  the  fupreme  beauty  of 

S  Gen.  vi.  3. 
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holinefs ; — the  deftruftive  enortnity  of  Gd  ) 
-T-the  incapacity  of  man  s  own  powers  to 
ftand  without  the  divine  grace ; — the  in* 
fuflBciency  of  the  torch  of  nature  to  light 
the  paths  of  truth,  and  duty; — the  eon- 
fequent  neceflity  of  revelation; — and  the 
fublime  wifdom  difeovered  in  the  myflerj- 
ous  ceconomy  of  redemption  ? — to  nonei 
could  the  Redejemer  have  made  his/uf- 

ferings  intelligible.  And  if  his  miracle?^ 
his  doftrines,  and  his  life  had  fpoken  to 
the  underftandihgs,  and  the  hearts  of  a 
few — the  narrow  limits  of  the  enlightened 
circle,  yielding  to  the  conftant  prefliire  of 
the  fiirfounding  darknefs,  would  foon  have 

,  dif^ppeared :  and  thus  the  moral,  and  Intel* 
leftuaJbeaimofthe  gofpel,.infteadof  meli- 

•  orating  the  earth  with  its  vital  and  ftill  in^ 
creafing  influence,  would  have  flied  only 
a  pale  and  momentary  luflre  over  the  re* 
turning  nighkt. 

The  Almighty,  therefore,  pleafed  rather 

to  fq/him  than  to  create  i—^to  direft  the 

.  wanderings  of  free-agency  thap  to  fufpepd 

R  '  iti 
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its  courie;  determined  that  die  human 
mind  ftiould  be  fermented  into  clearnefV; 
and  ripeped  into  ftiength ;— that  man, 
with  his  full  powers,  fhould  be  made  fen- 
fible  of  his  weaknefs;  and  that  a  feries  of 
events,  and  of  prophecies,  fhould  awaken 
cxpeftation,  and  more  direftly  point  to 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  divine  cotm- 
fels,  before  the  Meffiah  was  manifefled  oq 
eaith. 

For  thcfe  purpofes — leaving  the  body 
of  mankind  to  the  laws  of  nature,  by  them 
to  be  abfolved  or  condemned,  the  Deity 
proceeded  to  eftablifli  the  wonderful  fa- 
bric of  his  Church.  And  that  his  hand  in 
nufing  it  might  be  more  eminently  con- 
fpicuous,  he  founded  it  not  on  the  bulk 
of  any  large  nations,  but  on  the  approved 
faith,  and  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  an 
individual,  chofen  from  an  idolatrous 
family. 

To  Abraham,  the  cle6ted  father  of  the 
faithful,  whof^  virtues  were  thus  madfc 

the 
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the  faurce  of  univerfal  bleffing,  fo  much 
of  the  plan  of  Providence  was  revealed,  as 
fuited  his  circlimftances  and  comprehen- 
fion. — The  go/pel  9  was  obfcurely  preached 
to  himiT—Hefaw  at  a  dijlance  the  day  *<*  off 
the  Lord — and  was  gldds  But,  indulged; 
with  a  view  of  the  promifes  "  afar  off,  he 
was  rewarded  immediately  with  temporal 
advantages:  and  he  received  in  the  birth 
of  his  Son  Ifaae  a  fufficient  earneft  of  the 
divme  power  aiid  truth.  To  the  fon  and 
grandfon  of  thii  righteous  perlbn,  God 
continued  his  efpecial  favour^ — granting^ 
them  a  confirmation  of  his  promifes,  and 
an  increafe  of  their  worldly  pofleffions. 

When  the  fltimbers  of  the  sdopted 
&mily  were  confiderably  enlarged,  theii' 
Heavenly  Fatther  removed  them  from  the 
jealoufy  of  the  fmall  fktes  of  Canaan,  to 
the  populous  kingdom  of  ^Egypt  J--^there, 
remote  from  obfervation,  to  npen  into  ^ 
great  nation; — and  from  thence  to  be 

«  Gal.  nu  8.    »o  John.  viii.  56.    "  Hcb.  xi.  13. 
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taken  by  the  exerted  Arm  of  Omnipo- 
tence. 

If  the  feparation  of  a  peculiar  people 
was  admirably  adapted  to  the  defigns  of 
Providence ; — in  every  ftep  by  which  the 
meafure  advanced  to  its  accompliftiment, 
tlie  fame  charafler  of  fupreme  contriv. 
ance  may  be  diftinftly  traced,  from  the 
earlieft  eftablifhment  to  the  completion, 
and  confequcnt  abrogation  of  the  Jewifh 
fyftem;  the  great  objeS  of  the  inftitution 
is  feldom  out  of  fight.  No  leading  event 
is  of  private  or  fingle  interpretation.  E\cxy 
one  has  its  n^ore  immediate,  and  its  more 
remote  reference:  and  having  effefled  one 
purpofe  is  manifeftly  calculated  to  effeft 
another.  The  machine  confifts  of  many 
wheels ;  each  with  its  independent  aftion» 
yet  each  contributing  to  the  general 
movement:  and  from  the  various  combi- 
nation reliilt  order  and  unity. 

The  dilpenfation  opens,  and  concludes 
with  afts  wonderfully  alike.    For  the  of- 
fering 
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fering'of  his  only  Ton,  by  which  the  obe- 
dience of  Abraham  was  fo  fully  afcertain- 
ed,  bears  the  moft  direct  allufion  to  the 
iacrifice  of  the  Mefliah. — ^The  wanderings' 
of  the  Patriarchs  as  pilgrims  ^^.andjlran-- 
gcrs  on  the  earthy  by  which  their  faith  was 
cxercifed  and  increafed:  and  the  long 
courfe  of  varied  difcipline  in  the  wilder-, 
nefs,  by  which  the  perverfenefs  of  their 
defcehdants  was  puniflied  and  reclaimed 
— are  replete  with  Chrijhian  edification* — 
theft  things  happened  unto  them  for  enjam- 
ples^  and  are  written/or  **  our  admonition^ 
on  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come. 

That  wifdom  which  makes  a  fingle  aft 
fruitful  of  many  ends ;  and  that  holy  hand 
which  always  tempers  feverity  with  juC 
tice,  are  every  where  diftinguiihable — even 
in  occurrences  which  at  the  firft  glance 
may  feem  to  contradift  the  Divine  Attri, 
butes. 

13  Heb,  -%i.  13.  H  I  Cpr. :;.  1%. 
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When  the  ele£l  family^  grown  into  a 
large  people,  are  to  be  taken  from  tbemidft 
of  anoth^  nation,  that  difpLay  of  miracu^ 
lous  power  which  was  equally  neceffary  to 
effeft  their  deliverance,  and  to  imprefs  on 
their  rude  minds  a  proper  reverence  for 
their  Supreme  Law-giver,  is  righteonfly 
exerted  for  the  correftion  of  an  knpious 
tyrant,  when  the  eftablifhrnent  of  the  fame 
favoured  people,  in  the  land  promifed  to 
Iheir  forefathers,  is  to  be  accompliflied,-— 
It  is — ^When  the  iniquity  of  the  **  Amoritu 
is  full ; — when  fucceffive  generations,  by 
foftering  the  adopted  fins  of  their  prcde* 
ccflbris,  are  become  the  juft  obje6ls  of  di- 
vine wrath, — that  the  fame  fword  of  ex* 
tirpation  removes  from  the  church  of  God 
the  neighbourhood  of  idolatry,  and  pu^ 
nifhes  the  collefted  wickednefs  of  mare 
than  four  hundred  years. 

But  in  the  immediate  ftrufture  of  the 
law  we  fhall  have  ftill  more  reafon  to  ad- 
mire the  hand  of  Its  heavenly  founder. 

To 
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To  difpofe  the  hnnan  mind  for  the  re« 
ception  of  a  fyfiem  like  the  Chriftian»  the 
attributes  of  the  Deity  m(A  nece£[aiy  to 
be  inculcated  are  hit  unity,  his  power» 
and  his  holinefs.  To  fallen  thefe  on  the 
hearts  of  a  people^  unenlighteoed,  and  in- 
tra£lable^  the  chief  engines  muft  be  the 
paflions ;  and  of  the  paiSions — ^fear,  as  the 
moft  forcible  and  compelling. — With  this 
key  the  recefles  of  the  law  ftand  intirely 
difplayed. 

The  terrors  which  accompanied  its 
promulgation :  the  jealoufy  with  which  it 
guarded  every  approach  to  idolatry :  itf 
train  of  moral  and  ceremonial  precepts: 
it5i  f9n6liQns,  of  prefent  rewards  and  pu* 
oifliments ;  the  perfefl  '^  obedience  which 
it  exa£led ;  the  inevitable  chaftiiemem 
with  which  it  followed  ^^  prefumptuous 
tranfgrefiion :  the  expiation  by  vicarious 
Ai&ring  which  it  demanded  even  £bar  C9« 

«6  Lev.  xviii.  5.    Rom.  x.  5.    Oah  111.  ii. 
17  Num.  XV,*  30.  3 1*  Some  mitigauaos  pf  .4is  dgoi^ 
are  ipecified^  Lev.  vi. 

H  4  foal 
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fuai  offence,  and  involuntary  pollution : 
tftc  very  conftruftion  of  its  fanftuary ;  and 
the  glorious  locality  of  its  Infinite  Author, 
-—were  all  admirabfy  calculated  to  preft 
upon  the  fenfes  thofe  awful  truths,— that 
God  is  onx  ;  that  he  is  fupremely  pow- 
erful ; — that  ke  is  of  purer  eyes  *•  than  to 
behold  evilf  and  cannot  look  upon  iniquity. 
But  if  the  Law,  by  its  general  ivfiuencei 
mpdelled  the  mind  for  the  fpirituaLper- 
feftion  of  the  Gofpel ;  by  its  particular 
ordinances  it  clearly  announced  the  dif. 
penfatioB  which  it  was  formed  to  intro, 
^uce.  Without  the  comment  of  the  new 
covenant,  much  of  the  Mpfaic  code  would 
be  imperfeftly  intelligible. — But  lighted 
by  thefiar  ^9  which  came  ouJt  of  Jacob,  we 
are  able  to  afcertain  the  fitnefs  of  ^ very 
part  of  the  divine  inftitution. 

Not  to  infift  on  fmaller  inftances ; — \n 
the  mediator  by  whom  the  law  was  diPi 
penfed ; — theuniveirfal  expiatioi>by  blood; 

>?Hcb.  1.  13^  19  Numi.  xxiv.  17. 
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^-^^he  facrifice  of  the  pafehal  lamb; — ^the 
great  annual  atonement  for  the  people ; — 
the  office,  ajid  holinefs  of  the  high  pried 
— we  fee,  ftrongly  fhadowed  out  to  u$> 
the  fublime  myfterie$  of  Chriilian  theo- 
logy. 

We  may  difcern,  likewife,  the  famo^ 
predominating  feature  of  the  introductory 
lyftem  wrought  into  the  texture  of  its  ci- 
vil, as  well  as  its  religious  conftitution. 
The  divifion  of  the  people  into  tribes ; 
the  laws  refpefting virginity  and  marriage; 
tlie  limited  right  of  alienation  given  to  the 
I^dholder ;-:r4:he  power  of  redemption 
referved  to  the  neareft  of  kin;  and  the 
certain  return  after  a  Hated  period  of  alie- 
nated property,  —  regulations  evidently 
made  for  the  prefervation,  and  thediftinc. 
^ion  of  families, — could  be  intended  only 
the  more  accurately  to  determine  the  no- 
tices of  mankind  to  the  birth  of  the  ap-. 
proaching  Meffiah. 

•  .     5ut 
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But  in  the  Jewiifa  difpenfation,  befidtt 
the  law,  there  was  another  inflance  of  the 
divine  coaunnnicatioa  indulged  in  pro^ 

Whether  thofe  fer^^ants  of  God,  *^  'uiko 
/pake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoji^ 
threatened  woes,  or  promifed  bleffings, 
their  objeft,  in  fubferviency  to  the  view«. 
of  the  MOST  HIGH,  was  to  maintain  the 
caufe  of  true  religion,  and  to  proclaim  the 
fpiritual  kingdom  which  was  advancing. 

The  admirable  wifdom  with  which  thefe 
facred  oracles  are  adapted  to  the  growing 
capacity,  and  the  varying  (ituationof  mam 
has  frequently  been  the  juft  fubjcft  of  woo^ 
der.  Calculated  at  firft  only  to  roufe  ig*- 
norant  expeftation,  at  laft  they  are  iiifl&» 
cient  to  gratify  reafonable  curiofity.  From 
the  dark  hint  of  a  Redeemer,  fuggefted  at 
the  fall,  tliey  gradually  brighten  : — ^till  in 
a  blaze  of  light  they  difclofe  the  **  cUfire 


»•  2  Pet  i.  81.  «»    Hag.  ii,  7, 
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cfdlnatiom  ; — the  an^el  of  the  "  covenant 
m  his  three*fo]d  charafler  of  KiNGt 
PxiEST,  and  Prophet, — ^Tu&ring — ^yet 
triumphant ; — ^by  humiliation  exalted ;  ia 
full  performance  of  the  promife  made  to 
Abraham,  removing  the  temporary  wall  of 
ieparation ; — claiming  *3  the  Heathen  for 
his  inheritance  \-— filling  the  earth  with  the 
knowledge  **  of  the  Lord  -^-^ouring  out  his 
Spirit  on  all  ""^fiefh; — and,  in  the  bold 
imagery  of  the  eaft,  creating  *^  neo)  Hea- 
vens and  a  new  earth. 

"When  prophefy  had  thus  executed  its 
office  it  was  {a)  filent,  as  before  the  for- 
mation of  the  firft  man. — Before  the  ap- 
pearance of  man's  Great  Reftorer,  there  was 
an  awful  and  myfterious  paufe. — Heaven 
ieemed  to  be  preparing  for  the  wondrous 

2*  Mai.  lii.  1,       «3  Pfalm  il.  8.       24  Ifa.  xi.  9. 

»5  Joel  ii.  28.       «6  Ifa.  Ixv.  17. — Rev.  xxi.  1. 

{a)  Betw^n  Malachi,  the  lafl  prophet  under  the  old 
covenant,  and  the  birth  x)f  Chrifl,  there  was  an  interval 
4)fniPDe  than  400  years, 

confum* 
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confummation :  and  the  Holy  Spirit  to  re^ 
tire  from  a  world,  which  he  was  foon  to 
re-vifit  in  a  fuller  tide  of  illumination  and 
power. 

If  we  now  reflefl  on  what  has  been  ad- 
vanced, we  muft  allow  that  the  ways  of 
God  to  man  have  been  uniformly  good, 
equal,  holy,  and  worthy  of  the  Supreme 
Governor  of  the  worlds 


When  the  irruption  of  fm  deformed 
what  he  had  created  fair  and  perfeft,  his 
wifdom  devifed  the  means  of  reftoring 
man  to  the  capacity  of  that  immortal  life^. 
which  the  violation  of  law  had  forfeited^ 
But  as  fin,  confiftently  with  the  immut- 
able holinefs  of  the  Divine  nature,  could 
never  be  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of 
God ;  and  as  the  Deity,  without  refuming 
the  freedom  which  he  had  given,  aqd 
which  alone  conftituted  moral  agency 
could  not  by  his  own  over-ruling  power 
defiroy  fin, — to  reflore  man  to  the  capa^ 

city 
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city  of  happinefs,  was  all  that  the  Sy- 
FREME  Mercy  could  efFeft.  ^  Unable, 
however,  to  force  upon  the  free  creature 
the  bleflings  it  extended  to  him,  it  not 
only  placed  them  within  his  attainment, 
but  it  urged  him  by  every  method  fhort  of 
compuljion  to  receive  them. 

With  his  rebellious  fubjefts,  God  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  open  the  mod  direft 
andfenfible  intercourfe.  He  placed  among 
them  his  glorious  prefence  and  his  oracle. 
More  exprefsly  to  declare  his  will;  and  to 
perfuade  to  duty  with  arguments  which 
might  come  more  immediately  home  to 
their  bofoms,  he  raifed  up  in  the  midft  of 
them  preachers,  and  prophets,  rnen  '^  of 
likepajjions  mth  themfelyes. 

When  human  corruption  at  length  pre- 
vailed againft  the  divine  grace,  and  the 
fpreadingdarknefs  threatened  the  total  ex. 
tinfiion  of  moral  and  religious  light,  God 


«7  Afls  XIV-  15. 
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crefied  the  Jewifh  fyftem,  and  eftabliflied 
it  as  the  fortrefs  of  retiring  holinefs.  Thirf 
laft  hold  againfl:  the  viftorious,  and  over- 
whelming degeneracy,  he  provided  ln^ith  all 
the  poffible  means  df  defence^  Around  it 
he  Jiationed  carnal  ordinances;  and  in  its 
fupport  he  engaged  the  fenfesj  atui  thi 
paflions,  inlifted  in  the  fejvice  of  truths 
Within  he  planted  his  glory,  and  his  ter- 
rors. 7%^^  did  his  royalty  appear  throned 
ki  light  between  the  Cherttifims : — there  wa« 
his  great  and  Jirong  windf  his  earthqiiake^ 
rnnd  hisjire. 

Nor  in  this  peculiar  difpenfation  can 
the  impartiality  of  God  be  juftly  arraigned^ 
If,  for  the  wife  ptirpofes  which  we  have 
ftated, — he  condefcended  for  a  time  to  be 
the  local  God  of  the.  Hebrews; — ^he  was 
no  lefs,  though  in  a  different  fonn,  the 
God  of  other  nations.  If  his  numd/efted 
prefence  was  rcftrifted  to  Jerufalem^  he 
left  himfelf  not  without  ^^  wiincfs  ia  the 

«•  Afti  xir.  17. 
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world,  but  with  his  providential  prefencc 
prefided  over  all  his  works. — ^To  his  own 
people  indeed,  he  imparted  written  laws, 
anfi  on  their  obedience  he  conferred  par- 
ticular bleflings.    But  on  their  difobedi- 
ence  he  inflifled  particular  penalties ; — 
and,  confining  the  promifed  reward,  as 
well  as  the  threatened  punifliment,  to  the 
prefent  Hate  of  exiftence,  he  opened  the 
road  of  future  falvation  imdifcriminately 
to  the  endeavours  of  the  julL — For  the 
law  ^5  aUme  could  not  give  life^  neither 
was  the  prcmife  ^^  through  the  law} — ^and 
the  covenant  of  mercy,  difpenfed  at  the 
fall,  extending  equally  to  the  Gentile,  and 
the  Jew,  fince  re-obedience  to  the  com- 
mandments,  written  on  theJUJhly  s*  tables 
ef  the  hearty  by  the  fame  finger  which 
wrote  on  the  tables  of  ftone  defivered 
from   Sinai, — muft  certainly  have  been 
effe£lual  for  the  attainment  of  a  happy 
immortaility. 

49  Gal.  xii.  x\,     30  Rom.  iv.  13.    ^'2  Cor.  iii.  3. 

'    The 
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The  diftinflion,  therefore^  occafione4 
by  the  Jewifh   reparation,  was   immate- 
rial.— ^Aiid,   as    inferior    advantage    was 
:undoubtedIy  Gompcnfated    with   fmaller 
exaftion,  it  was   not  incompatible   with 
the    fupreme    righteoufnels    of  God, — 
.Soon,  however,  it  was  to  be  removed: 
—and,  when   the  operation   of  fecond 
caufes  had  prepared   the   way   for    the 
'  great  event, — God  was  to  appear  ^^  out 
of  Sion  in  perfeSi  b€avty.    By  the  man- 
hood of  the  world  he  was  to  be  wor* 
Jkipped  33  in  fpirit  and  in  ifn^^A.-— The 
laws  of  nature,  and  of  Mofes,  were  to  be 
'    fuperfeded  by  a  more  pure,  and  fpiritual 
code. — Life,  and  immortality^  were  to  be 
brought  34  to  light  by  the  Go/pel  of  Jesvs 
Christ. — And  all  fiejh  was  to  f(e  35  the 
falvation  of  our  God. 

Let  us  here,  my  Chriftian  Brethren, 
raife  our  eyes  in  wondering  adoration ;  to 

3*  Pfalm.  1.  2»  -    33  Jobn  iv.  24. 

34  2  Tim.  i.  10.  ZS  Luke  iii.  6* 

that 
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that  FIRST  OF  Beings,  whofe  ^yji  have 
been  the  fubjefts  of  our  attentibn !— let 
us  endeavour  to  lift  ourfelves  to  a  diftant 
contemplation  of  that  Power — which 
from  the  void  abyfs  could  call  the  great- 
nefs,  and  the  beauty  of  nature;— of  that 
Wisdom,  which  could  adjuft,  with  fuch 
inimitable  contrivance,  every  part  of  the 
flupendous  machine:— of  that  Goodnem 
which,  ftreaming  through  innumerable 
worlds,  could,  every  where  kindjefolely 
for  the  cunmiunication  of  enjoyment,  the 
Xenfible,  warm  motion  ofexiftence„and  the 
bright  illumination  of  reafon! 

Overwhelmed  with^the  vaftnefs  of  the 
Divine  perfection,  let  us  then  behold 
tfiat  powTER, — that  wisdom,  and  that 
GOODNESS  narrowed  (if  the  bold  inacQi* 
racy  may  be  allowed)  to  the  objeft  of 
HUMAN  happiness, — faviug  ys  from 
the  rigid  claim  of  juftice; — condefcend- 
ing  to  war  againft  our  corruptions; — 
forming  fyftem  after  fyllem,  to  bring  us 
S  to 
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to  that  holinefs,  mthotd  -which  3«  it  is  im^ 
pojjibk  to  [M  God  !— By  this  view  of  the 

Divine  Love,  what  fenfations  will  not 

be  awakened  in  our  bolbms— of  confcious 
-  unworthinefs  on  the  patt  of  Man,— and 

to  Him,  from  whom  proceeds  this  fuc- 
.  ceffion  of  mercies.-of  ftrong  and  ardent 

gratitude! 

But  wherefore  talk  we  di  jMCceJjim?^ 
is  knot  Almighty!  becaufe  thou  art 
great  and  wonderful  beyond  the  imper. 
feaion  of  human  language  to  exprefs,  or 
of  human  imagination  to  conceive?-Yes 
LaRD'-our  reafon  acknowledges  thee 
as  operating  without/uc«>.  o^f^^  ;  and 
at  reft  thyfelf.  imparting  by  one -oohttm 
tnem,  Ld  government  to  millions  of 
•^^eS  '-We  know  that  to  thee  there 
l„eUher^./nor>^.r.:--Uiat  eternity, 

^ith  all  its  crowded  ranks,  ftandsimrr^- 

toely  before  thee:-that  every  poffible 
combination,  refulting  from  the  agency  of 


jB  Heb.  xii.  14'  .       ,r 

mtelli- 
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intelligence  and  freedom,  throughout  the 
infinity  of  fpace,  is  diftiriftly  in  thy  fight. 
—That  in  one  injlant  are  prefent  with 
THEE,  creation  and  redemption; — tHe 
birth  and  the  expiration  of  time.— That 
td  THINE  EYE  Hell  is  already  for  ever  clof- 
ed;  and  Heaven  has  already  received  its 
bleffed  multitucle. — ^That  at  this  moment 
thou  heareft  thy  redeemed  of  all  ^7  nationSi 
and  kindreds  J  and  people^  ks  .  they  circle 
thy  throne^  and  cajl  before  thee  their 
crowns  of  gold,  faying,  holy,  ^^  holy,  holy 
Lord.  God  Almighty!  great  and  mar-- 
vellousMre  thy  works— jujt  and  true  are 
thy  ways,  Tfiou  King  of  Saints! 

Yes,  glorious  iNCOMPREHElJSIBLEf 

- — in  thefe  truths  our  uiiderjlandings  ac- 
quiefce. — ^But  our  tongues  can  difcourfe  of 
thee,  and  our  iviaginations  approach  thee 
t)nly  asprogrejfive:  as /peaking  to  us  dt  fun- 
dry  times  and  in  divers  manners : — as  con- 
fulting  by  difpenfation,  following  difpen- 

17  Rcw  v,ii,  9.  38  Rev.  iv.  8. 

S  2  fatioiii( 
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fation,  tjie  happinefs  of  thy  free  fubje6ls; 
— as  leading  on  thy  wife,  and  righteous 
plans,  from  beginning  to  completion ;  and 
in  thy  accommodations  of  them  advanc- 
ing from  weaknefs  to  maturity,  and  from 
fenfe  to  reafon. 

O,  then, — exalted  as  thou  ^9  art  far 
above  all  blejffings,  acc6pt  our  imperfeft 
though  fervent  praife !  O,  deign  to  liften 
while  we  hail  thee  as  the  Parent  di  fuc- 
cejfive  mercies ! — while  we  adore  thee  as 
now  giving  thy  laws  in  thunder  from 
Sinai;  and  now  fpeaking  in  thy  Jlill^ 
fmall  voice  from  Sion  ! — while  we  blefs 
thee  as  the  Creator  and  the  Judge  of 
Adam;  as  the  preferver  of  Noah;  as  the 
God  of  Abraham;  and  above  all — as  the 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ! — 
O,  gracioufly  attend,  Lorb  God  Al- 
mighty! while  we  give  thanks  to  thee, 
as  to  Him  who  was;  ^^  and  is,  and  is  to 

19  Neh.  ix.  5.  40  Rev.  iv.  8;  ^    . 
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come;  and  fay,  blejjfir^^  and  **  howmr^ 
and  glory  he  unto  Thee  that  fitted  on 
the  Throne^  and  unto  the  Lamb  for 
ever  and  even 

-I*  Rev.  V.  13. 


S3  SEH- 
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pnthe  Christian  DispENSATioKt 


;  Kings  XIX.  12. 

AND  AFTER  THE  EIRE— A  STILL  SMALL 
VPICE- 

GUIDED  by  the  light  of  revelation, 
we  have  followed  the  difpeufations 
of  God  from  the  creation  to  the  efla- 
|>lilhment  of  the  Jewifh  peculiarity  ;-:^an(J 
we  have  feen  that  they  are  in  no  refpeft 
ipconfiftent  with  the  perfeftiqns  of  the 
pivine  Nature  j— with  its  unchangeable- 
nefs, — ^its  holinefs, — or  its  goodnefs.  We 
Jiave  p);)ferved,  that  by  the  adpption  of  one 
jjation,  >yithQut  eflentially  violating  the 
§  3  f  quality 
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equality  of  his  other  fubjefts,  the  Deity 
provided  moft  wifely  for  the  prefervation 
of  religion:  and  that  by  addreflfmg  the 
fenfes,  and  finding  fanftions  for  his  laws 
in  the  paflions  of  a  rude  people,  he  took 
the  moft  effefiual  means  of  fecuring  their 
obedience. 

We  are  now  advanced  to  a  period  of 
another  afped, — \tk  fenfibly  awful  per- 
haps ; — but  more  truly  fublime, — more 
beautiful, — more  divine!  the  Heavenly 
Grace,  which  lately  walked  with  feverity 
and  terror, — is  now  aflbciated  with  be- 
nignity and  love.  The  Divinity,  which 
was  before  in  fome  rel'pefts  locsdj — is  now 
difFufed,  in  the  beauty  ^  of  holinefs^  over 
the  earth. — That  Being  viho  dzoells  ^  in 
inacceffihle  lights  and  who  lately  difpenfed 
his  laws,  by  the  3  miniftry  of  angels,  is 
now  vifible,  and  fpeaking  to  us  by  ^  hjs 
Son  ! — the  wind  is  hujiied ;  the  earth  no 

^    1  Chron.  xvi.  29.  «  i  Tim.  vi.  i6, 

3  3  Afts  vii.  53. — tlcb.  ii.  2.     4  Hcb.  i.  2, 

S  4  longer 
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longer  trembles,  the  fire  hath  ceafed  to 
rage!  and  the  Still  Small  Voice  de- 
clares the  immediate  prefence  of  the 
God. — ^Yes — announced  by  prophefy! — 
introduced  by  a  whole  fyftem  I — demanded 
by  the.  expeftations,  and  the  want$  of  ^ 
world ! — ^with  his  blood  to  expiate ; — by 
his  doftrine  to  reform ; — by  his  fpirit  to 
enlarge  and  enlighten; — with  his  grace  to 
comfort,  andfupport,  the  ^  brightness 
Of  THE  Father's  glory  is  come! 

before  we  proceed  to  the  charafter  of 
ths^t  reli^^ion  which  this  Divine  Perfon 
brought  from  heaven  to  promulgate  on 
earth,  let  us  examine  thofe  concurring 
circumftances  which  adapted  the  j>eriod 
chofen  for  his  manifeftationto  the  leading 
objefts  of  that  great  event. — When  the 
fuUnefs  ^  of  tilt  time  was  come  God fent forth 
his  fon. — ^Afliort  inquiry  will  fatisfy  us 
what  the  Apoftle  intended  by  ihtfiUlnefs 
(fthe  time. 

i  Heb.  i.  3,  ^  GaJ.  iv.  4. 

After 
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After  the  convulfion  of  the  deluge, 
man  muft  neceffarily  have  remained  Ipng 
in  ignorance  and  barbarifm.  Struggling 
with  the  wants  of  infant  fociety,  and 
wholly  intent  on  thofe  firft  rude  arts 
which  were  moft  eflential  to  fubfiftence, 
the  humsm  mind  would  have  neither  lei- 
fure  nor  inclination  to  wander  in  learch 
of  refinement. 

We  find,  accordingly,  that  the  earth  was 
re-peopled  with  a  race  of  hunters,  huf- 
bandmen,  and  ftlepherds.  And  we  know 
that  in  confequence  of  thefe  coarfer  em* 
ployments^  fo  grofs  a  darknefs  prevailed, 
that  even  theworfliip  of  the  One  God, 
propagated  by  the  family  of  Noah,  and 
inculcated  with  fo  much  force  by  the  late 
awful  cataftrophe,  was  almoft  entirely 
loft. 

In  thofe  countries,  whofe  fituation,  and 
fertility  of  foil  invited  early  occupation, 
and,  by  exafting  lefs  labour,  lightened 
the  preffure  of  neci^ffity,  m^n  made  his 

firft 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


s8»  SERMON    IX. 

firfl  diftant  approaches  to  liberal  know- 
ledge. Aflyria  and  ^gypt  were  the  cra- 
dles of  the  fciences.  And  in  the  latter 
they  are  reported  to  have  attained  con- 
fiderable  growth.  But  plunged  in  the 
deep  mifts  of  antiquity,  their  fize  may  ap- 
pear greatly  enlarged.  And  it  is  probable 
that  the  Egyptians,  like  all  the  nations  of 
the  eaft,  fatisfied  with  an  inroad  into  the 
realms  of  intelleflual  improvement,  never 
attempted  to  advance  far  beyond  the 
frontiers. 

From  the  monuments  of  this  people, 
which  have  refilled  the  enmity  of  time, 
we  may  collcft  abundant  evidence  of  their 
power,  but  none  of  their  (kill. — ^Their 
arts  appear  to  have  been  carried  not  fur- 
ther than  the  firjl  rudiments;  and  the 
condition  of  their  fciences,  enveloped  in 
profound  my  fiery,  may  be  confidered  as 
juftly  liable  to  fufpicion. 

To  ^gypt,  however,  the  world  is 
largely  indej^ted ; — if,  follawing  the  dim 

lights 
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lights  of  thofe  early  ages,  we  are  right  in  de- 
claringi  that  from  thence  iffued  politeneft 
and  letters^  in  their  progrefs  to  Greece. — 
In  this  country, — placed  under  a  miJ3 
and  pure  {ky,  and  broken  into  a  duller 
of  fmall  popular  ftates,  where  the  clalhings 
of  intereft  roufed*  every  energy  of  foul, 
andthejealoufies  of  competition  aftuated 
the  ftrongeft  nerve  of' exertion — by  the 
fortunate  concurrence  of  climate,  of  fitu- 
ation,  and  of  inflitution — the  mind  of 
man  was  raifed  to  a  height,  which  before 
jt  never  reached,  and  fince  has  neve^ 
exceeded. 

As  Judaea  was  of  religious  knowledge; 
*— Greece  may  be  regarded  as  the  citadel 
of  human  literature,  and  refinement: — 
from  whence,  by  colonization,  or  con- 
queft,  they  fallied.  forth  to  enlighten  a 
wide  portion  of  the  world.  Sicily,  the 
coafts  of  Italy,  ^nd  of  Afia  Minor^  were 
already  vifited  by  Grecian  improvement, 
when  Providence  employed  the  ambition 
pf  Alexander  to  extend  it  over  the  eaft. 

If 
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If  the  fiiccefs  of  this  wonderful  man 
may  juftly  be  afcribed  to  human  po- 
licy, as  to  its  fccond  cauje^ — ^that  arm, 
which,  after  the  immature  death  of  the 
conqueror,,  and  amid  the  furious  dif- 
(bitions  of  his  fucceffors,  could  eJlabUJk 
conquefb— cffefted  with^  fuch  rapidityv 
Mid  ftretched  by  fo  fmall  a  number  over 
regi<M)s  of  fuch  extent  and  population— 
inuft  certainly  be  immediately  the  divint. 

The  good  effefts  refulting  from  this 
revolution  were  long  feh.  For  a  con- 
iiderable  lime,  the  Grecian  literature  pre- 
vailed from  the  Hellefpont  to  the  Indus. 
And  when  driven  by  the  Parthian  revolt 
ixova  one  half  o{  this  immenfe  tra6l,— be- 
fides  retaining  feme  polls  underthe  Bar- 
barian domination,  it  fupported  itfelf  in 
full  vigor,  and  continued  to  flourifh  for 
many  fucceffive  centuries  in  the  other. 

From  this  diffufion  of  intelle6lual  light, 
eventually  o^  the  higheft  importancetoreli- 
gion,  there  fprung  acircumfiance  which 

wa& 
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was  immediately  fubfervient  to  the  caufe 
of  truth. 

The  diftant  fituation  of  the  Jews  had 
hitherto,  in  a  great  degree,  fecluded  Aem 
from  the  obfervation  of  the  Europeans; 
but  Greece  was  now  advanced  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Judea,  and  rauft  neoef- 
farily  be  ftruck  by  the  pecuhar  fabric  of 
its  civil  and  religious  polity. 

It  was  in  confequcnce  of  this  excited 
attention,  that  the  literary  vanity  of  the 
fecond  Grecian  Monarch  of  iCgypt  pro- 
cured an  toithentic  verfion  of  the  Hebrew 
fcriptures; — and  thus  undefignedly  with* 
drew  them  in  a  ftate  of  unfufpefted  purity^ 
from  the  pojjible  praflices,  in  a  later  age, 
of  Jewifli  infidelity. 

The  eaftern  world  was  now,  in  a  great 
meafure,  Grecian. — But  the  far  larger 
part  of  the  wejlern  was  ftill  uncultivated^ 
and  barbarian. — To  complete,  therefore, 
the  plan  of  general  civilization,  Provi- 
dence 
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dence  thought  fit  to  employ  anotlier  ia- 
fltunient. 

From  beginnings  fo  inconfiderable  as 
almod  to  elude  the  fearch  of  the  hiflorian, 
—•an  Italian  city  advances  with  firm, 
and  equal  pace,  to  the  fummit  of  imperial 
power.  No  where  is  the  aftion  of  the 
supREMB  HAND  morc  unqucftionably 
apparent,  than  in  raifing  the  proud  bulk 
of  Roman  greatnefs.  Peace  and  war  are 
almoft  equally  favourable  to  its  growth. 
By  vi£lory  it  gains  aflonifliing  aeceflion ; 
— from  defeat  it  fufiers  no  diminution. 
The  wealth,  and  the  population  of  Afia; 
the  valour,  the  difcipline,  and  the  genius 
pf  Europe,  are  alike  ineffeftual  to  check 
its  fteady  progreflion.  The  wife  and  jea- 
lous fpirit  with  which  Greece  had, hitherto 
maintained  among  her  flates  at  home,  and 
her  kingdoms  abroad,  a  jufl:  balance  of  do- 
In  inion — is  now  alleep,  and  never  thinks 
of  oppofing  itfelf  to  the  encroachments  of 
this  overbearing  flranger.  Without  in- 
terruption, the  torrent  of  Rome  fpread 

itfelf 
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itfelf  on  all  fides  over  the  richeft,  and,  as 
it  was  then  imperfeftly  known,  over  the, 
largeft  part  of  the  globe.  And  the  rude 
independence  which  flie  infringed,  the 
generous  city  every  where  compenfated 
by  the  communication  of  her  lajvs,  and 
the  advantages  of  ripened  fociety. 

The  world  at  this  extraordinary  crifis 
offers  to  our  view  a  curious  and  magni- 
ficent objeft. 

Greece,  with  her  colonies  and  conquefts, 
was  within  the  circuit  of  the  Roman  Em- 
pire. But  the  literature  and  language  of 
the  vanquifhed  prevailed  over  the  power 
of  the  viftor,  and  accompained  the  march 
of  his  triumphs.  In  all  the  provinces  wefe 
formed  inftitutions  for  the  propagation  of 
Grecian  letters.  Spain,  Gaul,  and  even 
Britain  could  boaft  of  its  little  Athens,  (a) 

Rhetoric 

{a)  Tlic  learned  reader  will  perceive  that  I  have  an- 
tedated, by  a  few  years,  this  extreme  diffufion  6f  liter- 
afure.  .  Seminaries  for  the  inllru^tiun  af  youth  were 

filft 
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Rhetoric  and  philofophy  walkeclin  thofe 
,  groves  which  lately  were  horrid  with  fu. 
perftition.  And  from  EujArates  to  the 
weftcm  ocean ;  from  Atlas  to  the  Cale« 
donian  wafte,  the  human  intelleft — ^vigor-- 
ous,  inquifitive,  fubtle,  and  fumiflied  with 
arras,  exulted  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  its 
maturity. 

It  was  unable,  however,  to  afcertain, 
not  only  the  attributes  of  God,  but  the 
duties  of  man :  and,  while  its  ftrongefl 
rays  flied  only  vifible  darknefs  j>ver  the 
world  of  religion,  they  (hone  wkh  unfruit* 
ful  luftre  on  the  neighbouring  one  of  mo- 
rality. 

firll  eftabliflied  m  Britain  by  Agricola,  in  the  reign  pi 
Vcfpafian,  Titus^  and  Domitian;  but  a  tafte  for  letters 
was  almoft  inftantaneoufljr  propagated  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Ifland;  if  any  credit  may  be  given 
to  a  cotcmporary  Poet,  the  pai&on  for  refinement  and 
fcience  extended  in  his  days  to  Thule,  that  extremity  of 
anticnt  Europe. 

Gallia  caufidicos  docuit  facunda  Britannos, 
De  conducendo  loquitur  jam  rhctore  Thule. 

Juv.  Sai.xy.  iii.  • 

The 
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^n^  firft  and  leading  occupation  of 
philofophy  was  to  purfue  the  phenomena 
of  nature;  And  when  Socrates  brought 
her  down  from  Heaven  to  dwell  ambrig 
hien,  fhe  was  far  lefs  pt-ofperbiis  in  het 
hew  than  in  her  fdrnier  more  eleVated 
province/  To  trace  natiire  to  her  fecret 
recefles; — to  difcover  the  government  of 
the  tides,— the  order,  and  the  courfes  of 
the  planets — fhe  found  to  b6  an  eafier 
labour  than  to  contrOul  the  fury  df  the 
paffions^  and  to  corre6l  the  noxidus  luxu-^^ 
riaricy  of  the  heart.  She  fobn,  therefore^ 
delifted  from  the  difcouraging attempt:— 
and  tdo  W^ak  td  reftify  the  crddkednefs 
of  the  mind,  contented  herfelf  with  adding, 
brightnefs  to  its  polifh,  and  fharpnefs  to 
its  edgtf. 

The  notoriety  of  tlie  fa£l  makes  it  fuper^ 
fiudus  td  reniark^  that  never  was  the  Un- 
happy race  Of  man  plunged  in  fuperftitidri 
more  abjeft,  nor  in  profligacy  mOre  grofs 
than  at  this  sera  df  intelleftual  exaltation. 
Whethet  we  cdnfult  the  poets  or  the  ora- 
T  tors. 
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tors,  the  philofophers  or  the  hillprianS  of 
thofe  ages,  v^e'fhall  be  convinced,  ihat 
the  colours  in  which  St.  Paul  has  given  us 
a  portrait  of  Heathen  degeneracy,  are  by- 
no  means  overcharged.  Without  the  Di- 
vine affiftance,  humanity  was  too  feeble 
to  ftand :  and  even  the  knowledge  of  God 
was  of  z//^^infufficient  to  fupport  it — for 
we  know  that  the  Jews  had  violated  the 
written^  as  flagrantly  as  the  Gentiles  had 
the  natural  law ;  and  that  purer  morality 
was  not  the  confequence  of  fuperior  infor- 
mation. 

At  this  Angular  juhfture  of.  extended 
intelligence,  and  general  depravity,  when 
fo  large  a  proportion  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies  was  connefted  by  the  fame  govern- 
ment and  language;  when  inveftigated 
error  mufl:  certainly  be  detefted ;  but, 
\vhen  contefted  truth  would  be  more  firm- 
ly fettled,  and  more  rapidly  propagated 
— THE  Son  of  the  ^  living  God  came 
to  offer  his  fyftem  of  holinefs,  and  of  life. 

7  Matt  xvi.  16. 

The 
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The  wifdom,  which  determined  this  to 
bt  thefullnefs  of  the  tinte^  was  completely 
juftified  by  the  event. 

'  With  many  difficulties  to  Encounter* 
the  viftory  pf  the  Gofpel  was  brilliant, 
and  decifive.  After  a  long  and  fevertf 
conflift,  Chriftianity  was  feated  by  her 
great  Author,  on  the  throne  of  the  tae? 
fars  ;  and  from  thence  difluffed  her  me- . 
liorating  influence  far  beyond  the  wide 
limits  of  the  Roman  power.  When  (he 
was  thus  eflablilhed  in  her  fovereignty* 
that  great  political  union  which  had  fa- 
voured her  fuccefs  was  immediatjely  dif- 
folved ;  and  her  fubjefts  were  divided  in- 
to numerous  focieties^  of  a  fize  better 
adapted  to  the  ends  of  human  happinefji 
and  perfeftion* 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  dhafafter  of* 

this  triumphant  religion,  and  enquire  with 

what  propriety  it  can  be  confidered  as  the 

ftilljmall  voice  of  God.    The  enquiry  will 

lead  us  to  contemplate  its  moll  obviods 

T  a  and 
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and  difcrirainating  features— rits  spiritu- 
ality—  its  MILDNESS  —  and  its  holi-* 

NESS. 

.  In  the  Jewifc  difpenfation,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  every  thing  was  accom* 
modated  to  the  finjes.  Bloody  facrifices, 
a  long, ritual  of  earnal  ordinances;  the 
blaze  of  manifefledand  local  divinity,  ex- 
ercifed  attention,  and  commanded  obedi- 
ence; but,Tn  the  Gofpel  kingdom,  the 
ihtercourfe  of  God  is  maintained  altoge- 
ther with  the  reafon.  Excepting  for  the 
fhort  term  during  which  fupematural 
power  was  indulged  for  the  fupport  of 
her  infancy,  Chriftianity  can  boaft  of  no 
prophefy,  no  miracles,  no  direft  and  fen* 
18)le  communication  of  the  ^  excdlad 
glory.  In  her  train  are  neither  ftriking 
nor  oppreffive  ceremonies.  She  worihips 
God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  Her  temple  is 
the  globe ;  her  devotion  the  fervice  of  the 
heart.    On  her  fteps  wait  filence  and  re- 

»  1  Pet.  i.  17. 

pofe ! 
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pofe!  but  it  is  a  repose  which  affefts 
with  divine  energy; — and  a  silence^ — 
which  to  the  ear  of  re'aibn  difcourfes  of 
Heaven ! 

When  the  mind  of  man  is  relieved 
from  thofe  difficulties  with  which,  in  the 
firft  procefs  of  fociety,  it  is  doomed  to 
druggie,  and  has  reached  its  full  ftature, 
it  is  yet  incapable,  as  experience  afTures 
us,  of  attaining  to  any  degree  of^-eligious 
truth — the  loftiness  of  God  is  ftill  far 
beyond  it ;  and  any  juft  conceptions  of 
the  Divine  Nature  can  originally  be  deri- 
ved from  no  other  fource  than  that  of 
immediate  revelation^ 

But,  the  miracufous  intercourfe  at  firft 
requifite  to  inform  the  ignorance,  and  fub- 
dud  the  hardnefs  of  man,  when  withdrawn 
in  the  fucceeding  periods  of  his  enlarged 
and  cultivated  faculties,  becomes  thefub- 
jeft  of  his  faith,  and  the  inftrudion  of  his 
J)iety, 

T3  To 
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'  To  call  Abraham  from  his  friends,  hia 
country,  and  the  fuperftition  of  his  fa- 
thers, nothing  Icfs  than  the  direft  difclo- 
fure  of  the  Deity  could  be  eflfeftual.  To 
induce  the  immediate  fucceflbrs  of  this 
righteous  perfon  to  wander  without  any 
continuing  ^  city^  in  the  remote  expectation 
^  ONE  to  come^  the  fame  indulgence  of 
VISIBLE  Divinity  mull  neceffdrily  be 
prolonged.  To  exaft  from  a  rude  people 
entire  obedience  to  the  orders  of  an  equals 
Vho  was  leading  them  to  apparent  der 
ftruftion;  and,  without  the  awful  fane- 
tions  of  eternity,  to  compel  their  fu|j- 
piiffion  to  laws  the  mpft  novel,  the  moft 
f  igid ;  and  ii?  part,  at  thp  tipe  of  thpir 
promulgation,  the  moft  feemmgly  un- 
meaning— Omnipotence,  muft  defcend 
in  flames, — muft  articulate  in  thunder, — 
muft  permit  fome  fimilitude  of  his  glory 
to  be  refident  on  earth. 

But,  in  after  ages,  t^t  evidence  alone  qf 

5  Heb.  xiii.  14. 

thefe 
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thefe  wonders  is  fufficifent  for  the  wife  and 
,  gracious  purpofes  of  God. 

Man,  with  his  powers  fully  expanded, 
and  informed  by  the  preceding  communi- 
cation, can  hold  fpiritual  converfe  with 
his  lyiaker  :  and  following  through  all  its 
l>eautiful  intricacies  the  firaplicity  of  the 
divine  plan,  can  embrace  with  his  reafon 
the  offspring  of  the  fupreme  wifdom.— ^ 
Prophefy  cannot  with  propriety  obtain  a 
place  in  the  Chriftian  difpenfation,  which 
it  was  Its  office  only  to  introduce-, — and 
the  mind  in  its  manhood,  fupported  by 
Mofes,  the  Prophets  and  the  Evangelifts, 
cannot  require  thofe  affiftances  which  its 
infancy  might  demand.  Invigorated  with 
the  foft  influences  of  grace,  and  with  its 
natural  fight  improved  by  revelation,  it 
can  walk  *°  like  the  Patriarch  with  God^  it 
canjee  Him  who  '*  is  invifible,  and,  undi- 
verted by  the  prefent,  Cfm  look  fteadily 
forward  to  that  infinite  future,  the 

^<^  Gen.  vi.  9.    ,  M.  I^eb.  \\  27, 

T  4  glories 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9^6  .SERMON      IX. 

glories  of  which  arq  to  rccompence  its} 
perfevering  reflitude. 

Let  us  not  then  be  told,  with  the  voice 
of  irony  and  triumph,  that  miracles  are 
peculiar  to  periods  of  darknefs ; — that 
ihey  are  t>egotten  l^y  artifice  on  ignorance ; 
— that  with  all  the  fpe^Sres  of  fupcrftition^ 
they  v^nifti  befqre  the  radiance  qf  philor 
fophy  ;— arfd  that  if  the.  Supreme  Being 
would  ever  manifeft  himfeif  to  man, 
ptherwife  than  by  the  glory  of  hisf  worksj^ 
it  would  be  to  marj  in  his  moft  advanced 
prpgrefs  towards  perfeftipn* 

As  we  have  already  remarked,  that  i^ 
was  in  the  brighteft  age  of  mental  excel- 
lence, and  on  the  moft  renowned  theatre 
of  the  world  that  Chriftianity  firft  appear- 
ed ;  and  as  the  afliftance  given  to  its  early 
growth,  by  thp  moft  ftriking  exertion  of 
heavenly  power,  is  a  faft  which  haf  never 
been  overthrswriy  we  might  content  our*- 
felves  without  any  further  reply  tp  thefe 
infinuated  falfehoods :  but  for  the  won- 
ders 
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fiers  recorded  in  the  facred  writings  of  the 
Jews,  we  may  argue  even  from  the  pre-? 
fent  exiftence  and  condition  of  that  extra- 
prdinary  people.    , 

Among  the  various  nations  of  the  earth, 
there  is  every  where  diftinguifhable  a  pe- 
culiar race  of  men,  in  language,  manners, 
religion,  and  even  features  differing  from 
them  with  whom  they  live,  without  any 
fettlement  of  their  own  ;  in  all  placed  ali-- 
ens  J  though  in  many  natives;  and,  like" 
the  fabulous  ftream  of  the  Peloponnefian 
river  (^),  preferving  an  unblended  cur^ 
rent  beneath  the  ocean  of  the  world. 

From  this  Angular  fituation  we  can  trace, 
by  the  light  ofChriflian  and  Pagan  hiftory, 
the  fortunes  of  this  diftinftion  of  men, 
through  a  courfe  of  near  four  thoufand 
years,  to  their  expulfion  from  their  own 
country,  to  their  firft  eftabliffiment  in  Pa- 
leftine,  to  their  emigration  out  of  ^gypt. 

{a)  The  Alphcos, 

We 
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We  are  made  acquainted  by  other  authors 
than  their, own,  with  the  exillenge  ^nd 
the  writings  of  Mofes,  under  whofe  con- 
duft  they  paffed  the  defarts ,  to  Canaan ; 
and  who  gave  them  that  wonderful  frame 
of  religious  conftitution,  from  which  no 
time,  no  revolutions  of  fortune,  no  feve- 
rity  of  oppreffion,  no  hope  of  mitigate^ 
diftrefs,  has  ever  yet  been  able  to  t,eay 
them* 

Pofleflfed  of  this  knowledge — ^from  the 
flrift  connexion  which  binds  one  part  of 
their  facred  volume  to  the  other ; — their 
laws  to  their  hiftory— their  hiftory  to  their 
prophecies;  —  their  prophecies  to  their 
prefent  condition ; — and  their  prefent  con- 
dition to  Chriflianity  ; — ^we  may  ftrongly 
infer  thofe  individual  certainties,  which 
colleftively  compofe  this  whole,  greats 
fimple,  majeftic  body  of  truth. 

But  convinced  as  we  thus  are,  that  the 
Deity  has  in  fbme  periods  fenfibly  com- 
municated with  man,  we  are  far  from  ad-. 

piitting 
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mitting  the  fuperiority  of  that  difpenfa-^ 
tion,  in  which  this  fpecies  of  Divine  Inr 
tercourfe  was  allowed  to  obtain^  We 
confider  it,  on  the  contrary,  as  an  indul^ 
gence  to  intelleftual  weaknefs ;  and  grate- 
ful for  a  fufficiency  of  evidence,  revela- 
tion, and  motives  to  confirm  our  faith^ 
enlarge  our  knowledge,  and  aftuate  our 
Condu6l :  we  rejoice  that  Qod  can  treat 
with  us  as  in  underjldnding  men ;  w.e  glo- 
ry in  the  invifible,  but  gracious  and  ejffici- 
ent  hand  of  our  Governor ;  and  we  pro- 
duce this  SPIRITUALITY  of  the  difpenfa- 
tion  under  which  we  are  placed,  as  one 
firgument  of  its  diviner  perfeftion. 

Its  MILDNESS  is  another ; — it  is  not 
only  the  voice y  but  it  is  the  still  and 

SMALL  VOICE  OF  **  GOD.      . 

Throughout  the  Jewifti  fyftem  we  have 
noticed  a  predominating  rigor  i — its  coun- 
tenance was  lofty  and  fevere — to  ftrid 

*«  I  Cor.  xiv.  20. 

0|)€r 
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obedience  it  prqmifcd  lifer— but  on  the 
violatiqi?  of  tiuty  it  pronounced  death  : — 
It  fpQke]>leBmg4— but  its  curfes  were  loud 
and  deep ;— it  vras  governed  by  a  righte- 
ous fpirit  ;-r-hut  n  wielded  in  its  foraiid^ 
abfe  hand  ^  fceptre  of  iron,  to  (hape  the 
ruggednefs  of  man  to  the  defigns  of  his 
good  providence.  God  was  thus  pleafccj 
to  employ  the  po\\^erful  inRrumept  of  ter- 
ror, ^nd  ftccomplifhed  the  law^  as  the 
fchool-majler  '3  Xi>ho  zoas  to  bring  us  ta 
Chriji  ; — ^but  frovi  the  Tnount  which  burned 
'with  '^ f>re  ;— and  from  blacknejs,  and  dark- 
nefs,  and  tempeji, — -ui^e  are  come  unto  Mount 
Sion^  and  to  the  city  of  the  living  God j  and 
to  Jfusy  the  Mediator  of  the  new  cove- 
nant^ and  to  the  blood  offprinkling^  which 
fpeaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel^ 

The  angelic  hymn*  of  praife,  on  the 
birth  of  the  Meffiah,  was  happily  adapted 
to  the  religion  that  event  was  to  Intro- 
duce ;  —  a  religion  which,  by  a  worfiiip 

»3  Gal.  iii.  24.  14  Heb.  xii.  18,  &c. 

Hapre 
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ttiOre  fuitable  to  an  immaterial  and  holy 
Being,  was  to  give  glory  to  '^  God ;  and^ 
by  the  benignity  of  its  temper,  to  incul- 
cate peace  and  good  will  towards  mem 

Through  the  whole  of  its  filent  floWf 
the  life  of  Jefus  gave  force  and  explana^ 
tiort  to  his  precepts — ^while  his  precepts 
refleded  luftre  on  his  life* 

If  we  examioe  his  conduB,  We  behold 
a  continued  exercife  of  patient  virtue* 
and  of  aftive  charity*  We  fee  Him  who 
was  fent  to  bind  '^  up  the  broken-hearted^ 
going  about  '^  doing  good ;— exerting  hij 
power  for  the  relief  of  natural  and  mo- 
ral evil ; — ^when  reviled  '^  —  reviling  not 
again;  wafhing  with  unaffefted  humility 
the  feet  of  his  difciples : — ^weeping  over 
the  approaching  puniftiment  of  his  mur** 
'  derers,  and  breathing  out  his  innocent 
foul  in  prayer  for  their  tranfgreflion. 


«5  Luke  ii.  14.  16  Ifai.  1x1.  1. 

>7  A£b  X.  38*  ^8  1  Pet.  ii.  23. 


If 
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If  we  liften  to  his  dzfcourfes,  we  hear 
Him,  who  was  anointed  *9  to  preach  good 
tidings,  inviting  thofe  who  are  heavy  *°  la^ 
den  to  come  to  him  and  receive  rejl.    We 
hear  him  declaring  that  he  judged  no  man; 
that  he  came  tofave  **  that  which  was  loft; 
— to  preferve  life  ^*  and  not  to  deftrcy  it* 
We  hear  him  blefling  the  meek,  the  poor 
in  fpirit,  the  peace-makers, — the  mourn- 
ers,— ^the  perfecuted, — ^We  hear  him  ex- 
horting his  difciples  to  learn  of  him,  Jbr 
he  was  ^^  ^wly  of  heart : — not  to  ^*  judge j 
that  they  might  not  be  judged : — to  be  mer- 
ciful as  their  Father  was  *5  merciful — that 
they  might  obtain  mercy  :-^to  humble  thtnt- 
f elves  ""^  as  little  children^  that  they  might 
he  great  in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven : — to 
prove  themfelves  his  difciples,  by  ex- 
tending their  love  beyond  their  btethren, 
to  their  enemies — ^by  requiting  curfing 
with  blefling,  hatred  with  good  will,  per* 

^9  Ifai.  l;ci.  i,  »<>  Matt.  xi.  aS. 

a»  Matt.  xviiL  ii.  "  Luke  ix.  56- 

«3  Matt.  XI.  49.  *4  Matt.  Vii.  1. 

25  Luke  vi.  36.    Matt.  v.  7.  «6  Matt,  xviii.  4. 

fecution 
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fetiitibn  and  defpiteful  ufage  with  prayer 
and  interceflion  to  Heaven.  If  we  ever 
hear  him  threaten  or  reproach^  it  is  the 
carelefs,  the  wanton,  the  worldly-minded, 
the  rich;  or  the  proud,  the  hard-hearted, 
the  hypocritical,  who  are  the  objefts  of 
his  falutary  thr^atenings,  or  6f  his  gene- 
rous reproaches. 

The  impreflion  of  mildnefs,  thus  flamp.- 
ed  on  Chriftianity  by  the  divine  excellence 
of  its  author,  was  rather  ftrengthened 
than  impaired  by  thofe  holy  njen  who 
were  appointed  by  the  Spirit  of  God  for 
its  propagation. 

In  every  page  of  the  apoftolic  writings, 
we  are  inftruded  to  walk  ^^  in  lovCy  and 
fulfil  its  law  Y^to  follow  after  *®  charity; 
to  rejoice  with  *9  them  who  rejoice^  and  to 
weep  with  them^ho  weep: — to  uf^  hofpita^ 
lity  3^  one  to  another  ; — to  hear  one  another  s 
burdens;  3»    to  he  pitiful^  and  put  3«  on 

27  Ephef.  V.  2.     James  li.  8.        ^8  i  Cor.  xiv.  i. 
«9  Rom.  xii.  15.  30'  I  Pet.  iv.  9. 

ji  Gal.  vi.  2.  32  Col.'  iii.  12. 

bozoels 
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^axoels  of  mercies :  to  remember  them  who  arU 
in  bonds,  ds  ^^  bound  zvith  them; — and 
tkeni  who  fvffer  adverjity^  as  being  ourf elves 
alfo  in  the  body : — to  let  our  moderatioTi 
be  ^^  known  imto  all  m^n^  and  to  judge  no^ 
thing  33  before  the  time  that  the  Lord  come^ 
to  rejlore  them  who  are  overtaken  in  a/aidti 
in  3^  thefpirit  of  meeknefs^  lejl  we  aJfo  be 
tempted  ; — 'and  not  to  count  37  them  as  ene- 
mies i  bul  to  admonijh  them  as  brethren :- — 
in  every  thirig  to  conform  ourfelvesto  the 
beneficence  of  Our  God,  who  hath  pro^ 
inifed  us,  when  we  turn  td  hirti^ — retnifli- 
on  of  oiii'  fins  j  Vrho  hath  given  us  the 
adoption «« qffons ;  aod  who,  for  the  fpi- 
rit  of  fear,  by  which  he  formerly  govern- 
ed us,  hath  graciouliy  fubftitutfed  the  /pi- 
rit  of  Iovca 

Hert,  then,  is  &  ftrbng  difcriminadon 
between  the  law  and  the  gofpel^  and  a 
proof   of  that  riper  ekcelleftce    Vhich 

31  tteb.  xiii.  3.  U  Phil.  Iv.  5; 

tls  t  Cor.  iv.  5.  36  Gal.  vi.  i. 


«7  fl  Theff.  iii.  15*  |8  Gal.  iv.  f , 
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marks  the  confummating  difpenfation^ 
The  law  was  bondage,  whofe  neceffary 
harfhnefs  controuled  the  rebellion  of  man; 
but  the  gofpel  is,  the  glorious  liberty  of 
the  children  of  God  :  while  that  may  be 
regarded  as  the  clouded  majefty  of  the 
afcending,  this  will  appear  to  be  the  pure 
funlhine  of  the  direO:,  and  meridian  Di- 
vinity. 

But,  to  this  eminent  diftinftion  of  our 
holy  faith,  objeftions  of  an  oppofite  cha- 
rafter  have  been  advanced ;  hy/ome  the 
gofpel  has  been  reprefented  as  unftringing 
the  manlinefs  (b)  of  the  mind ;  as  incapa- 
citating for  aftive  duty,  and  by  its  enfee- 
bling influence  tending  immediately  to  the 
overthrow  of  fociety :  by  others  it  has  been 
charged  with  concealing  under  fuperficial 
mildnefs,  an  unrelenting  and  favage  fpiritj 

(l)  Nat*  Hift.  of  Religion,  and  in  many  of  Mr. 
Hume's  other  trafls.  That  pure  Chriflianity  was  in- 
compatible with  a  Hate  of  human  fociety — ^was  a  pa- 
radox maintained  by  the  celebrated  M.  Bayle. 

U  with 
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with  having  peace  in  its  mouth,  but  the 
fury  of  difcord  in  its  heart. 

By  one  clafs  of  objeftors  we  are  fent  to 
the  cloifter,  to  behold  the  abafement  and 
narrownefs  of  trembling  fuperftitioh  ;  or 
to  the  defart,  to  view  the  felf-inflifted 
pains  of  wild  and  folitary  fanaticifm ; — 
in  thefe  places,  as  we  are  aflured,  dwell  the 
virtues  proper  to  Chrijlianity  ; — abftinence, 
penance,  felf-denial,  communion  with 
God,  maintained  by  feclulion  from  man, 
and  defertion  of  this  world,  with  all  its 
duties  for  the  acquifition  of  the  next :  to 
this  caft  of  virtues  another  of  a  different 
defcription,  connefted  with  the  bufinefe 
of  life,  and  rich  with  the  fteriing  of  uti- 
lity, is  oftentatioufly  contrafted ;  and  while 
the  fuperior  chara6ler  of  efficient  juftice, 
aftive  benevolence,  elevated  courage,  diA 
interefted  patriotifm,  is  unneceffarily  diP 
played,  we  fee  the  heroes  {c)  of  Pagab 
ftory  arrayed  againft  the  faints  of  Chrifti- 

(c)  Nat.  Hift.  of  Religion. 

an 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


s  £  R  M  O  ^    ik,         ^bi 

an  legend;  and  obferve,  without  miich 
rurprife,  the  viftory  given  to  tbe/cfrmer. 

By  another  fct  of  opponents  Vre  are  di- 
fe6led,  with  malic^ious  triumphi  to  the  per- 
fecutions  and  wars  which  the  breath  Of  re- 
ligious zeal  has  evefy  where  kindled; 
from  the  firft  civil  eftablifliment  of  thd 
Chiiftian  faith,  we  are  dragged  through 
the  wide  regions  of  hiftory,  to  follow  the 
defolating  progrefs  of  this  pretended  ene*^ 
my  to  man ;  we  are  (hewri  the  fury  of  her 
firft  domeftic  contefts, — the  eonvulfions  ' 
with  which  her  fiapal  ambition  harraffed 
Europe}— ^the  extention  of  her  tavages  to 
the  heart  of  Alia. 

We  are,  then,  led  to  the  cells  of  the 
In^uifition— to  fee  her  featedji  with  inter-* 
eft,  pride,  and  ignorancci  as  her  afl'efTort 
on  that  bloody  tribunal; — unwounded 
With  the  piercings  of  humanity  i — glutting 
her  ear  with  the  groans  of  torment  * — and 
cdndemning — ^with  a  mockery  of  legal  pro* 
cefs— *the  confcientious,  the  liberal,  and 
V  St  the 
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the  enlightened ! — from  this  horrid  fcenc 
we  are  again  hurried  to  behold  her  on  a 
larger  theatre  !  to  fee  her  not  fatiated  with 
the  devaftation  of  one  continent,  croffing 
the  Atlantic,  with  avarice  by  her  fide,  in 
queft  of  another  hemifphere  to  blaft ! — to 
fee  her  marching  with  the  cross  and  the 
SWORD  ; — propagating  her  doftrines,  and 
her  flaughters; — unpeopling  citie^s,  pro- 
vinces, and  empires  ; — and,  with  eyes  of 
flame,  exulting  over  the  prodigious  ruin ! 

To  each  of  thefe  fevere  accufations,  wc 
will  in  order  reply. 

On  the  minuteft  examination  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  we  can  difcover  nothing  in  its  prt- 
cepts  which  ought  to  lower  the  tone  of  the 
mind,  and  unfit  it  for  its  part  in  the  focial 
harmony ;— on  the  contrary,  in  this  holy 
fyftem,  we  find  moral  obligation  placed 
on  its  true  bafe — the  will  of  God,  and 
armed  with  its  proper  fanftions — ^the  ap- 
probation   OR    THE    DISPLEASURE   OF 

THE  Almighty  every  where  inculcated ; 

and 
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and,  in  all  its  relations  of  hufband  and  wife, 
parent  and  child,  mafter  and  fervant,  ma- 
giftrate  andfubjeft,  defined  with  accuracy, 
and  enforced  with  power. 

If  we  enquire  particularly  into  the  vir- 
tues recoramended  by  the  divine  law,  we 
are  fatisfied  that  they  bear  a  dire6l  refer  - 
ence  to  the  advantage  of  fociety :  the  love 
of  God  is  to  be  manifefted  by  the  love  of  our 
neighbour  \  and  charity,  in  its  extended 
fenfe,  embracing  every  branch  of  bene- 
volence and  beneficence,  is  declared  to  be 
the  end,  of  the  commandment. 

Even  thofe  evangelical  virtues,  which 
are  more  clofely  connefted  with  the  indi- 
vidual, we  fee  looking  full  on  the  public 
good ;  for  we  know  that  charity,  tempe- 
rance, felf-command,  humility  and  for- 
bearance, tend  as  evidently  by  their  opera- 
tion to  promote,  as  the  oppofite  vices  do 
by  their  influence  to  interrupt  the  welfare 
and  the  peace  of  the  community:  of  Pagan 
ethics  we  fee  nothing  excluded  from  the 
U  3  Chriftian 
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Chriftian  code,  but  the  fierce  and  the  dif- 
orderly  ;-T-what  encroaches  on  the  ecpiality 
of  man,  or  on  the  prerogative  of  God  ; 
we  behold  pride  and  revenge  degraded  by 
the  Gofpel  into  vices  ; — and  we  hear  the 
divine  command  forbidding  the  licentious 
difpofal  of  our  exiftencc;  but  we  arc  fen- 
fible  that  an  indulgence  of  pallion  can 
never  be  r^cd  Jirength,  and  that  a  flight 
from  the  \t&  evil  caij  lasver  h^  germxTie 
heroifm. 

In  the  difcpurfes  of  our  divine  Maftcr, 
we  fometimes  indeed  find  expreffionst 
which^  in  their  moft  limited  fenfe,  would 
le^d  to  (x>nfequences  injurious  to  aftion ; 
but  we  }rj2fle£l  on  the  particular  iituation 
pf  hi^  hearers  :—wse  recoUeft  that  he  (poke 
|x)  ears  iijured  to  the  boldnefs  of  figura? 
pve  diftion : — ^w«  have  recpurfe  to  the  il. 
Juftratipps  of  his  difciples ; — and  we  fome^ 
|«nes  difcqver  ^i§i;ieaning  by  a  comment 
Cf  Jiis  p\fn, 


It 
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If  ftrongly  to  contradift  fome  fjivpurite 
infirmities  of  the  human  heart,  we  hear 
him  bidding  'his  followers  to  take  39  no 
thought/or  the  morrow ^  aiid  to  him  who  Ao^ 
fmitten  ^  on  gne  cheeky  to  turn  to  him  the  (AJurp 
—we  hear  him  at  another  time  enjoining 
them  to  be  wife  *'  as  ferpenis^though  kurm- 
lefs  as  doves;  to  make  to  themftlvesjriend4 
of  ^^  the  mammon  of  unrighteoufnefs; — to 
provide  ^  bothfcrip  and  pur fe  ; — and  even 
to  fell  agarmentyi?r  the  pur  chafe  ofafxMrd* 
We  are  then  fenfible  of  the  liberal  inter- 
pretation with  which  the  former  precepts 
are  to  be  extended  to  Chriftian  pra6lice ; 
and  we  perceive  that  their  Ible  objeft  is 
to  correft  the  excefles  of  worldly  folici- 
fude,  and  of  diforderly  paffion. 

Concluding,  therefore,  on  the  whole, 
that  the  Gofpel  do6brine,  which  builds 
morality  on  the  perfeSions  of  God,  and 
reconciles  the  value  of  life  with  the  con- 

39  Matt.  vi.  34,  4®  Luke  vi.  aa. 

4»  Matt.  X.  i6.  4«  Luke  xyi*  9. 


43  Luke  xxii.  36* 
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tempt  of  death,  mpft  direftly  tend  to  give 
elevation  to  our  aims— energy  to  our  ex- 
ertions— ^propriety,  as  well  as  dire£lioi> 
and  fcope  to  our  virtues.  We  proceed  to 
enquire,  whether  the  Gofpel ji^m/,  in  its 
a6lion  on  the  human  conduft,  can  be 
brought  to  contradift  this  conclufion,  and 
fupport  the  charge  of  our  adverfaries% 

In  this  enquiry,  we  muft  neceflarily  re- 
pair to  thofe  early  periods  when  this  fpi- 
rit  wholly  predominated ;  and  men,  not 
inheriting  a  profperous,  but  adopting  a 
perfecuted  faith,  allowed  not  the  foil  of 
paflion  to  corrupt  its  integrity. 

Direfted,  then,  by  this  inveftigation, 
we  (hall  find  youthful  and  pure  chriftia- 
nity,  warm,  focial,  energetic,  mixing  in 
all  the  occupations  of  life : — exemplary 
alike  in  the  higher  or  the  lower,  the  pub- 
lic or  the  private  flation : — Chappy  in  the 
one,  but  not  fhrinking  from  the  other. 
Brave  without  brutality  in  the  camp ;  po* 
Jifhed,  yet  ingenuous  in  the  court ;  and, 

by 


Digitized  by  V3OOQIC 


S  E  R  M  O  N     IX.  313 

by  the  fplendour  of  its  virtues,  extorting 
the  reluftant  admiration  of*  its'fenenjies. 

If  we  are  dire6led  to  furvey  it  in  a  later 
age,  we  can  diftingufli  nothing  but  its 
form  and  its  namfe.  Amid  the  ju filings  of 
human  depravity,  its  genuine  fpirit  is  ex- 
tinft — and  that  its  very  form  and  its  name 
are  able  to  exift,  can  be  attributed  only 
to  the  immediate  pkafure  of  its  Almighty 
Parent., 

Thefe^  however,  have  furvived ;  and,  by 
the  Divine  Grace,  have  been  reanimated 
with  a  portion  of  their  former  fbul.  Re- 
mote from  evangelical  perfeftion,  as  may 
be  the  praftice  of  modem  chri/Hanity^ 
ivhen  compared  with  paganifm,  it  will 
fhine  with  confiderable  luftre.  Its  attend- 
ant virtues  are  not  only  of  a  fofter,  and 
a  more  engaging  complexion,  but  their 
charafter  is  more  ufeful,  and,  with  lefs 
Jiercenefs^  is  ^c^dWy  Jlrong.  There  is  not 
only  a  greater  purity  of  morals  in  the 
Chriftian  than  in  the  Heathen  world  ;— 

but 
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but  there  is  likewife  a  more  general  diflRi- 
fioDt  and  a  more  uniform  exertion  of  juf- 
tice,  benevolence,  valour,  preference  of 
duty  to  life. 

Whether  we  regard  the  influoiceof  this 
holy  fyftem  on  focieties  or,  individp?^*,  we 
fhall  be  fatisfied  cjf  its  tendency  to  adviino^ 
the  per£e6lion  of  our  wtiire.  Among  the 
followers  of  Chrift,  wife  may  reckon  iq 
every  age  the  greatejl^  as  well  as  the  bejt 
men.  With  the  mock  virtues  of  the 
monk,  or  the  hermit,  chriftianity  has  no 
intercourfe;  and  for  the  fupport  of  thd? 
children  of  ignorance  and  weaknefs,  we 
might  with  equal  propriety  QOofuU  tl^e 
Koran  as  the  Go/pel^ 

If  we  muft  therefore  bring  Chrifti^ui 
Taints  into  competition  with  Pagan  heroeg, 
let  us  throw  afide  the  Roman  calendar, 
and  open  the  apoftolical  hiftory.  Let  vs 
obferve  the  protomartyr  Stephen,  as  he 
pleads  with  divine  indignation  the  caufe 
of  truth,  againft  the  prejudices  and  inte- 

reft 
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reft  of  his  judges  ! — ^Let  us  remark  him, 
amid  the  agonies  of  a  fevere  death — col- 
fcficd— compofed — with  a  charity  yet 
HK>re  divine  than  his  late  indignation^ 
praying  for  the  (hedders  of  his  blood  ;— 
and  commending  his  fpirit  into  the  hands 
of  his  heavenly  Matter ! — Let  us  attend 
the  ApdsTLE  OF  the  Gentiles  through 
the  long  feries  of  his  labours! — Let  m 
follow  the  rapidity  of  his  benevolence 
from  Afia  to  Europe,  and  from  Europe 
to  Afia — as  carelefe  of  eafe  or  of  fortune 
^~of  pain  or  of  death — of  evil  report -^^  or 
0f  good,  report — he  purfues  the  great  obr 
je6l  of  his  miniftry! — Let  us  fee  him, 
when  able  to  command  the  liberality  of 
his  followers,  fubfifting  by  the  labour  of 
his  hands — but  foliciting,  for  the  wants  of 
others,  that  affiftance  which  for  his  own 
he  refufed ! — Let  us  behold  him  elevated 
above  the  tumult  of  paffion,  yet  acceffible 
to  its  finer,  and  more  generous  emotions ! 
T^-^eak  with  the  ^5  weak/ — kcrniiig  with 

a  %  Cor.  vi.  8.  45  2  Cor.  xi.  29. 

the 
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the  of  ended; — glorying  in  his  ^^  infirmi- 
ties  !—Jlraining  after  perfetiion!— forget^ 
ting  thofe  things  which  are  behind^  and 
reaching  forth  to  thofe  *7  things  which  art 
before  1—preJfing  towards  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  his  high  calling  I — and  exulting 
at  the  near  profpe6l  of  diflblution,  which, 
on  earth,  was  to  be  the  fole  recompence 
of  his  toils! 

With  thefe  charafters,  and  many  morq 
which  might  be  produced  as  the  offspring 
of  the  gofl>el-^yft,  may  challenge  the  pride 
of  Pagan  antiquity  to  compare-  Inftruft 
us,  ye  defamers  of  Chriftian  virtue  ! — in 
what  age  of  heroifm,  or  in  what  fchool  of 
philofophy  are  we  to  look  for  fuch  true 
magnanimity, — fuch  unwearied  compli- 
ance with  duty, — fuch  pure  and  God-like 
beneficence, — fuch  exalted  contempt  of 
worldly  good  .  and  evil,  —  fuch  triumph 
over  thofe  weakneffes,  which  cling  the 
jnofl:  clpfely  to  the  heart? — If  you  cannot 

.  i^  %  Cor,  Nil.  J,  47  Philr  iii.  13. 

in 
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in  this  inftance  direft  our  fearch  to  be 
fuccefsful — be  juft  enough  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  influence  of  the  Gofpel, 
though  mild^  is  neither  enfeebling  nor  un- 
ibcial ;  and  that,  while  it  confults  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  another  life,  it  is  powerfully  con- 
ducive to  the  real,  and  nobler  interefts  of 
this. 

We  are  now  to  anfwer  the  accufation 
that  brands  the  go/pel  of  peace  with  cruelty 
— and  obje6ls  to  it  crimes  the  moft  op- 
pofite  to  its  nature. 

That  war  and  perfecution  have  unliap-? 
pily  followed  the  fuccefs  of  chriftianity^ 
and  thrown  a  gloom  over  the  luftre  of  her 
triumph,  is  a  faft  which  we  admit  and  be- 
wail ;  and,  in  profpeft  of  this  fad  refult 
of  the  excellence  of  his  religiftn,  and  the 
infirmity  of  man,  our  blefTed  Lord  decla- 
red, that  he  came  not  to  fend  peace  upon 
the  earthy  but  a^  sword. 

Poly. 
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Polytheifm,  propofing  little  to  the  feaf^ 
and  nothing  to  the  hope;  and  direfting 
worfliip  to  creatures,  whom  (he  was  tin^ 
able  to  raife  above  contempt,  could  not 
^  engage  a  fufficient  intereft  in  the  heart  ta 
awaken  its  emotions.  But  the  awfulnefs 
of  Gofpel-truth  would  admit  of  no  neu- 
trahty.  The  impreffion  which  fhe  made 
was  deep-^her  efficacy  roufed — enraptur- 
ed—alarmed !— the  good  were  enamoured 
of  her  tharms,  the  wicked  fhrunk  from 
her  terrors,  and  the  weak  would  frequently 
dread  the  menace  which  fhe  fufpended 
only  over  the  head  of  guilt.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  fuperftition  would  make  her 
comment  on  revelation,  and,  with  a  foli^ 
citude  extending  to  the  eternal  welfare  of 
others,  would  endeavour  at  any  rifque  to 
propagate  thofe  modes  of  acceptance  with 
God,  whicTi  her  difturbed  fancy  repre- 
fented  as  alone  likely  to  be  efFeftuaL 

It  is  thus  probable,  that,  blind  to  the 
moft  obvious  letter  of  the  Gofpel,  zeal 
was  the  earlieft  perfecutor :  but,  from  the 

hand 
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hand  of  weaknefs  and  ignorance,  the  fword 
was  foon  wrefted  by  a  legion  of  evil  paf^ 
fions,  and  all  the  friends  of  human  depra- 
vity ventured  to  infult  our  holy  faith,  by 
arranging  themfelves  under  her  banners. 

In  the  fifth  and  fixth  centuries,  a  rton* 
ftrous  apoftacy,  foretold  in  terms  of  great 
cleamefs  by  the  apoftles,  began  to  dif* 
cover  its  deformity : — and  making  fuper- 
ftition  the  inftrument  of  its  temporal  great- 
nefs,  polluted  with  its  varuxis  corruption 
the  current  of  Chriftianity — caufing  it  at 
one  time  to  run  muddy  with  avarice — at 
another,  black  and  turbulent  with  ambi- 
tion. 

But  the  well-head  of  the  Gofpel  was  in- 
capable of  ftain,  and  it  feems  in  our  days 
to  be  providentially  vindicating  its  ftream 
from  the  foreign  and  accidental  impurity. 

The  age  of  Chriftian  liberality  and  to- 
leration is  apparently  at  hand ;  and  the 
prefent  hiflory  of  a  large  portion  of  Eu- 
rope 
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rope  may  be  brought  to  refute  thofe  eir- 
ormous  mifreprefentations  of  malice  ; — 
that  perfecution  is  infeparable  from  the 
mild  religion'  of  Jefus  ; — that  the  word 
OF  4®  Gor>  vmjl  always  be  cloathcd  in  a  vef- 
ture  dipped  in  bloody  and  from  his  mouth 
neceflarily  ifl'ues  a  Jharp  and  dejlroying 
fw9rd^ 

The  laft  argument  for  the  pre-eminence 
of  the  Gofpel  we  derive  from  its  holiness 
-^it  is  the  voice  which  fpeaks  the  diviner- 
PRESENCE  OF  GoD  : — and  here  the  paral- 
lel between  the  introduftory  and  the  dot- 
ing difpenfation,  being  more  perfeft,  will 
the  more  clearly  evince  the  fuperiority  of 
the  latter ;  and  the  gracious  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Supreme  to  the  moral  and  in- 
telleftual  progreffion  of  man. 

To  promote  holinefs  was  evidently  the 
leading  purpofe  of  the  Jewifli  feparation : 
---while  this  great  objeft  entirely  occu^ 


48  Rev.  xix.  13. 
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pied  the  ihoral  law — Under  the  thin  vfcil 
of  external  purification  it  powerfully  pre-^ 
vaile^  in  the  eereraonial,  the  ^  circumcU 
Jion  of  the  heart  /  the  Jacrijicts  5°  of  4  hro* 
ken  and  contrite  fpirit ;  the  incenfe  5»  of 
fervent  prayer ;  the  wafhing  5*  in  innocenc}\ 
end  the  making  clean  ^^from  evil^  are  the 
inftru6liond  which  the  infpircd  comment 
of  the  prophets  teaches  us  to  colle6i  from 
the  ritual  of  Mofes :  every  part,  therefore, 
of  the  facred  inftitution^  fpoke  diftinftly 
and  aloud,  fan£li/y your felves^  for  the  Lord 
who  hath  chofen  you  to  be  his  own  nation^ 
u  holy* 

But  holinefs,  under  the  faw,  floopfed 
with  its  requifitions  to  the  imperfefl  ma- 
turity of  human  nature ;-— it  made  fome 
conceffionsto  paflion,  arid  fome  to  appetite: 
—If  in  many  inftances  it  forbade  private! 
enmity  and  revenge;— ^in  many,  it  per- 

49  Deut.  X.  16.  Jer.iv.4.  $0  Pfalm  li.  17. 

i«  Pfalm  cxli.  2.  5»  Pfalm  xxvi.  6, 73,  ig# 

$d  Ifai.  i.  ]6. 
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mitted  (d)  their  indulgence  j — fomicatiou 
it  prohibited ; — and  againft  adultery,  in- 
teft,  extravagant  and  abominable  lewd- 
nefi,  it  levelled  its  fevereft  decrees  : — but 
in  the  admiffion  of  poKgamy,  divorce,  and 
concubinage,  it  acquiefced  ;— it  refpe6ted» 
in  fliort,  the  hardnefs,  of  the  heart,  and 
was  fatisfied  with  preparing  it  by  flow  and 
gradual  impreffion  for  a  ftate  of  greater 
purity. 

If  we  now  contemplate  the  holinefe  of 
the  Gofpel,  we  fhall  difecm  it  to  be  of  a 
higher  flrain— of  a  chafter  and  more  hea- 
veiJy  charafter ;  it  yields  nothing  cither 
to  the  depravity  or  to  the  weakne(s  of  the 
heart ;  in  flfeeplefs  vigilance  it  guards  that 
fountain  of  adion,  and  forbids  even  the 

[d)  See  Numb.  xxxv.  f  9  and  27  vcrfcs.  The  \xw 
of  retalli^tion  feems  td,  have  been  ai  condefcamon  to 
the  weaknefs  of  pafiion  ;  as  fuch  k  was  confidered  hj 
our  blefled  Saviour,  Matt.  v.  38,  39.  and  ia  many 
inftances  it  might  be  contrary  to  fubftantial  juftice,  and 
to  the  great  end  of  juftice — the  public  good. 

diflant 
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difiarit  foot  of  diforder.— The  wickednefs 
of  the  thought^  and  the  aduhery  of  tJife 
eye,  are  as  offenfiVe  to  this  fearching  prin- 
tiple,  as  thofe  groffer  a6ls  vrhich  aJond 
werfe  cognizable  by  tht  /dtd ;  it  ntit  bnl^ 
binds  in  ten-fold  ch&ins,  the  hands  of  wrath 
and  malice,  but^  advetfarious  to  their  Very 
exiftence,  it  thrfeatens  xoithjiidgflienti  hirft 
tvho  is  even  5*  angiy  vjithoui  a  taufe ; — 
and  clafles  xidith  murderers  55  the  hater  0/ 
his  Uf other. 

Reftoting  the  fifft  fimplicity  bf  die  in- 
ftitution  to  marriage*  it  admits  of  no  de- 
viation into  the  paths  of  fenfe.  Poligamy 
it  prohibits,  and  concubinage  it  regards 
as  fomicatiori^t  indulges  divorc6  only 
for  that  crime,  which  alone  can  fubvert 
the  purpofes  of  the  fadred  writ ;  and  by 
teaching  us  to  confider  our  bodies  its  the 
Jhrines  of  the  ^^  Holy  Ghost,-  it  deepen^ 

54  Mat.  v;  28.       '         K  t  John  iii.  15.^ 
*6  1  Cor.  vi.  19. 

X  2  every 
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every  crime  of  impurity  with  the  hlajcket 
dyes  of  facrilegious  violation. 

While  it  places  before  us  the  faultlefc 
example  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ — 
the  author  ^7  and  Jinijher  of  our  faith,  it 
calls  upon  us  to  follow  5*  him,  to  grow  in 
his  59  knowledge, — nay,  to  put  ^  him  en  ; 
and  to  be  perfeft  as  he  is  perfeft. — To 
imprint  with  more  force  on  our  minds, 
the  intimate  relation  which  we  bear  to  oor 
heavenly  Matter,  we  are  reprefented  as 
the  ^^members  of  his  body ;  and  as  parts  of 
one  holy  temple,  of  which  he  is  the  chief 
corner  ^^Jlone  ;  and  which  is  buiU  on  the 
foundation  of  the  Apojtles  and  Prophets  ^  for 
the  immediate  habitation  of  God!  Can  we 
venture  then  to  profane  the  body  of  Chrift, 
and  thus  crucify  him  afrefh  9  or  fliall  we 
dare  to  pollute  the  temple  of  the  living 
God  ;  and  with  the  outrage  of  our  paf 
fon,  affront  the  fanftity  of  his  order? 


57  Hcb.  xii.  2.  58  1  Pet.  ii.  2i, 

59  2  Pet.  iii.  i8«  ^  Rom.  xiri.   24. 

61  Ephcf.  V.  30.  6*  Ephcf.  ii.  20. 
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But,  to  follow  alJ  the  precepts  of  Gof- 
pel  purity,  and  to  remark  all  the  motives 
which  enforce  them,  would  be  to  copy 
the  entire  volume  of  the  new  covenant. — 
By  every  Chriftian,  and  by  every  Injidel, 
who  turns  over  the  facred  page,  it  muft 
be  acknowledged  to  be  the  unalloyed — 
undrofTy  gold  of  holiness, — ^worthy  of 
the  Being  who  gave  it,  and  confiftent 
with  the  higheft  perfeftion  of  the  creature 
to  whom  it  "Wd^s  given. 

In  this  iaft  charafter,  therefore,  of  di- 
viner excellence,  the  Chriftian  difpenf^-^ 
tion  may,  with  propriety,  be  affirmed  to 
refemble  the  Jiill^  fmall  voice  of  God. 

But,  it  has  been  aflerted,  or  inJinuaU 
ed  {e)  rathel-  than  aflerted,  that  this  holi- 
nefs,  like -the  mildnefs  of  which  we  lately 
boafted,  is  the  pride  of  Chriftian  prtttnr 
Jion — not  the  principle  of  Ckrijlian  con* 
du£i; — and  that  the  influence  of  ourreli- 
f^j  ^at.  Hlft.  of  Rd. 

X  3  gion 
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c;ion  on  morality  is  even  pqfitivefy  bad^  ha$ 
peen  contended  with  arguments  drawii 
frpm  0ie  hiftpry  pf  the  dark  and  middle 
ages, — ^the  enormities  of  prieftly  power 
and  voluptuoufnefs — and  the  joint  reigi\ 
|n  many  parts  of  Jiurppe,  of  fuperftition 
|ind  flagitiopfnieis. 

If  tl^e  remark  be  reftrifted  to  the  effe£U 
pf  that  imperfeft  chriftianity,  which,  for 
fo  Ipng  2^  period,  hai  ufurpcd  the  throne 
pf  GofpeMoflrine,  we  will  not  objeft  to 
its  truth — it  is  in  fome  degree  eftabliftied 
\>y  hiflory,  and  its  caufes  lie  expofed  to 
ponmion  pbfervation.  A  fuperftition^ 
which  fecretes  the  writtei^  revelation  of 
pod,  and,  \yith  the  attribute  pf  infallibi- 
lity,  gives  tq  Trum  the  power  pf  varying  at 
|jis  pleafure  the  moral  limits  j  a  fuperfti^ 
|ion,  which  can  permit  (me  party  tq  ab- 
folve  crimes,  and  ipan  induce  the  other  to 
refpeft  the  abfolution; — a  fuperflition, 
whpfe  foremoft  virtues  are  celibacy,  faft- 
ing,  mortification  and  feclufion — muft  be 
j^p  legitimate  and  proline  Parent  of  vari- 

QU5 
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cus  depravity.  Where  pardon  can  bo 
obtained  on  eafier  terms  than  a  change  of 
life,  the  ignorant  will  not  refrain  from 
gratification — and,  by  the  infulting  grofs- 
nefs  of  fuch  a  fuperftition,  the  enlightened 
will  too  frequently  be  driven  into  infide- 
lity, where  paffion  may  luxuriate  without 
eontroul. 

Thus  far,  then,  we  fubmit  to  the  juft- 
nefs  of  the  remark;  but,  if  its  injhfiuation 
be  extended  to  the'effefts  of  genuine  chrij^ 
iianity^  wemjift  ftronglyand.direftlycon- 
tr*di6l  it, 

While  with  fhame  we  confefs,  tha*  in 
110  country,  and  in  no  age,  fince  the  civii 
prevalence  of  the  gofpel,  has  the  general 
practice  of  Chriftians  correfponded  fiilly 
with  the  purity  of  their  faith— rwith  honeft 
pride  we  aflert,  that  wherever  the  Gofpel 
has  been  preached,  its  improving^  efficacy 
has  always  been  felt;  and  wherever  it's 
Jpirit  has  prevailed,  there  likewife  have 
X  ^  pre- 
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prevailed  a  greater  chaftity  of  manner*^ 
and  a  Ignore  pervading  fanflity  pf  life. 

If  that  religion,  indeed,  who  carries 
ETERNITY  in  her  hands,  be  permitted  to 
Ipeak— rShe  muft  neceffarily  command  at- 
ieijtion  when  flje  declares  that  no  adul- 
Urer^  ^«  nor  unclean  fcrfon,  nor  covetous 
pi^n,  hath  any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom 
a^^(>i;-T-and  that  the  abominable  and  i^ur- 
derers,  and  vihofe-mongers^^  and  all  liar s^ 
excluded  from  the  Heavenly  Jerusa- 
lem, ^^A^xt^^  their  Mft  in  the  la^e  whicli 
^y,rneth  withjire^ 

But,  O  gracious  God!  how  long  wilt 
thou  fuffer  thy  glorious  go/pel  to  be  thu^ 
falfely  traduced  ?  how  long  wilt  thou  perT 
mit  its  infultiiig  enemies  to  afH  us, "  Where 
•^  is  7U>TV  your  Qod?  Of  old,  ye  fay, 
^f  thjit  He  was  manifefted ;  and  that  na-r 
t'  ture,  with  her  fufpended  laws,  bore  tef-t 
w  timony  tq  bi§  prefencet-rrWhere  is  ho 

fj  Ffb^f.  V.  5r  Pi   |lev.  XXI.   8. 

♦'  now? 
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^  now? — Shew  tcs  the  ^^  Father^  and  it 
^  xpillfuffice. — ^Butaway  with  thefe  fables 
^*  which  could  amufe  only  the  childhood 
♦*  of  man!  With  the  JiibjeHs  of  rea/an, 
*'  the  bafe  coinage  of  fuperftition  can  ne- 
*^  ver  be  current. — Or  were  it,  indeed,  as 
^f  ye  fondly  believe,  Wherefore  is  the 
^  heavenly  communication  withdrawn? 
^*  Is  it  not  becaufe  your  religion  is  dif. 
^*  pleating  to  the  Supreme? — Can  you 
**  dream  that  the  holy  One  would  main- 
^*  tain  commerce  with  a  fqith,  which  has 
^^  weakened  ?ind  exafperaied  the  human 
^*  charafter ;  which  has  not,  as  you  idly 
*♦  prejtend,  ripened  and  correfled  like  the 
*«  Sun^  but,  like  a  cometj  from  its  eccen- 
**  trie  orb,  has  fpread  defolation  and 
f^  al^rm?'' 

Arife^  0  Lord^  and  let  thine  enemies  be 
fcattered!^  —  or  rather,  O  Father,  em- 
brace them  with  thy  mercy!  enlarge  their 
|>ofoms  with  thy  grAcci-^with  thy  fpirit 

fi  Johi)5(ivj  8,  66  Pfalm  Ixviii.  i. 

cnlight' 
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enlightea  their  eyes !  difclofe  to  them  the 
golden  chain  which  encircles  the  varied 
UNITY  of  thy  Providence  !  and  let  them 
behold  thy  immateriai,  glory  refting 
full  upon  thy  church ! 

When  msin,  for  his  tranfgrcflion,  wstS 
driven  from  Eden,  thou  tookeft  (/)  a  fciorf 
from  the  tre€  of  life,  and  engrafting  it  on 
a  barren  flock.  Thou  did'ft  w^tch  over 
H  with  thy  prefence,  and  with  thy  deWs 
from  Heaven  Thou  did'ft  refrefh  it ! — 1% 
flourifligd, — and  bore  for  thee  precious^ 
but  not  abundant  fruit.  Amid  the  dread:* 
ful  vengeance  which  thy  juftice  required, 
thi3  plant  >yas  thy  peculiar  care.  In  the 
wreck  of  the  world.  Thou  did'ft  preferve 
it — ^and  aft^r  fome  removals,  Xhou  did'ff 
place  it  in  thy  prepared  and  cultivated 
garden  of  Canaan,  There  the  beams  of 
thy  GLORY  cheriftied  it,  and  there  the 
fiammg  Jword  of  thy  ^^  cherubim  turned  on 
fvery  Jide  in  its  defence — ^but,  at  the  time 

• 

(/)  Pfalnn  Ixxx,  ^7  Gen.  iii.  24. 

appoint 
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Appointed  by  thy  wifdom,  its  angelic 
guard  retired ;  ^nd  its  growth,  difdaining 
limit,  fpread  widely  over  the  earth !  on 
m  head,  which  mingled  with  Heaven, 
brooded  the  holy  Dove  ;  and,  from  its 
MYSTIC  Branch  (g),  thy Jiillfmall voice 
caMed  the  jiationsjrom  ^^  the  rijing  to  the 
going  dovm  of  the  Sun.  Under  its  fhad^ 
walked  holineCs  and  charity;  and  its  blof- 
foms  and  its  fruits  wafted  to  thy  noftrils 
the  perfume  of  celeftial  incenfe !  where- 
fore now,  O  Lord,  are  its  boughs  bro- 
ken, and  its  honours  defaced?  Where^ 
fore,  now,  beneath  its  fhade,  Ao  fatyrs 
dance ^  ^  and  wild  beafis  of  the  defarU  re-, 
pofe  P  Haft  THOU  forgotten  7<>  to  be  gror 
dotes P  —  or,  is  thine  arm  fliortened,  that 
it  cannot  protefit? — Thine  arm.  Lord! 
is  not  ftiortened — ^nor  haft  thou  forgotteq 
tp  be  gracious.  Juftly  9s  Thou  art  of- 
fended with  our  fins.  Thou  wilt  at  length 
look  down^ — and  from  the  habitation  of 

(g)  Zech.  iii.  8. 
f?  f  (aim  I.  1.    %  Ifal.  jciii.  Jtt.    70  Pfalai.  Ixxvik  9.; 

thy 
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thy  glory  Thou  wilt  behold  and  vijit  this 
plant — the  creature  of  Thy  providential 
hand !  Thy  heavenly  vigour  will  again 
work  at  its  root;  once  more  wilt  thou 
teach  its  branches  to  extend ;  again  wilt 
thou  redeem  its  polluted  (hades,  and 
make  them  again  to  refound  with  melody 
^n4 .  thankfgi  vin^ ! 

In  thine  own  time,  O  mighty  Lord  f 
thou  wilt  provide,  that  the  man  of  the 
earth  be  tiq  more  exalted  againft  thee— or 
againft  thine  anointed  ! — if  in  a  little 
wrath  thou  hajl  7*  hidden  thy  face  for  a  mo^ 
ment  from  thy  church— ^rf  the  covenant  of 
tffy  peace  Jhall  not  be  removed^  and  with 
everlajling  kindnefs  thou  wilt  have  mercy 
upon  her.  Her  foundaiions  thou  wilt  yet 
lay  with  faphires ;  and  make  her  windows 
ofagaies,  and  her  gates  of  carbuncle— her 
doors  Jhall  be  open  day  and  night — thefvIU 
nefs  of  the  Gentiles  ftiall  overflow  thy 
courts ; — and  the  various  tongues  of  the 

7*  Ifai.  x\y.  8, 

world 
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world  fhall  form  one  harmonious  chorus 
to  thy  praife !  Then  xoojhall  the  captive 
daughter  of  Sicm  Jhake  herfelf  ^^  from  the 
dufl  and  arife.  She  {hall  fee  her  great 
Prophet's  face  -without  73  the  veil.  She 
fliall  fall  down  in  adoration  before  him 
whom  '^^fhe  pierced.  She  "fliall  hear  thy 
comfortable  voice  telling  her  that  her 
warfare 'J &  is  accomplifhed :  that  her  ini- 
quity is  pardoned  ;  that  fhe  fhall  no  more 
vjring  out  the  dregs  ^^  of  the  cup  of  trend?- 
iing :  for  her  God  reigneth !  fhe  77  waited 
for  himy  and,  to  make  her  joyful  7^  in  his 
houfe  of  prayer  is  he  come — to  fay  to  the 
prifoner  "^^  go  forth,  and  to  her  who  was  in 
darknefs,  fhew  thyfef;  for  forrow  arid 
mourning fiall flee  before  thee;  and  a  royal 
diadem^fhalt  thou  yet  be  in  the  hand  (f 
the  Lord!         * 

7a  Ifai.  lii.  a.  73  flCor.  iii.  13,  14, 

74  Zcch.  xii.   io»  75  ^fai.  xl.  2. 

76  Ifai.  H.  17,  22.  77  Ifai.  x \v.  g. 

78  Ifai.  Ivi.  7.  79  Ifai.  xlix.  9. 


«o  Ifai.lxii.  3. 


Yes! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


834  S  E  k  M  O  U  ^  ix. 

Yes  / — O  God  of  Salvation* — tratii 
the  eminence  of  faith  I  behold  the  amazing 
fcene ! — ^I  fee  the  curtains  of  thy  »4  tent 
Jiretching  over  the  earth  !— 1  fee  thy  glory 
breoAingforth  on  the  right  and  on  the  left! 
I  fee  JerufaloM,  the  hoiy  city,  no  longer 
defolate,  but  a^ejfed  ^*  in  fur  beautiful  gar- 
ments^ haftching  to  meet  her  Redeemek!^ 
who  Cometh  to  make  her  defart  ^^  like  the 
garden  of  God!  Yes,  I  behold  thy  hand,  O 
Lord !  exalting  the  ^  valley ,  and  bringing 
low  the  mountain; — making  the  crooked 
Jiraight^  and  the  rough  plain. — ^By  thyJtiU 
fmall  voice  the  human  tempeft  is  afftiaged  ? 
from  the  grafp  of  nrarder  is  fnatched  the 
€onfecratedJleel\  iiitereft  and  paffion  have 
ceafed  to  riot  in  the  bldod  of  mari : — and 
THY  Spirit,  as  in  the  beginning,  broods 
on  the  face  of  the  world ! 

Thefe^  my  beloved  Chriftians,  are  thef 
profpe£ls  of  our  faith !  and  our  faith  is 
cftablifhed  on  the  jwoftiifes  of  that  JtiGH-* 


8*  Ifai.  liv.  a.  ^«  Ifai.  lii.  i. 

^3  Ifai.  li.  3vr  ti  Ifai.  xl.  4. 
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Tfeous  Being,  whdfeword  is  more  fled* 
faft  than  the  frame  of  the  Heavens  and 
the  earth ! 

But  let  him  hajlcn  his  ^^  work,  that  mg 
may  fee  it!  and  let  the  counfel  of  the  Holy 
One  draw  nigh  and  Come^  that  we  may 
know  it! 

Let  us  then,  Chriftian*,  be  ptoud  to 
forward,  by  our  conduft,  the  purpofes  of 
his  gracious  providence  !  let  us  walk  flea-' , 
dily  in  faith  aiid  in  love  ;  let  us  manifeft 
the  influence  of  our  religion— and  pef- 
fuade  by  the  eloquence  of  example  ! — let 
us  be  juft,  beneficent,  charitable,  raifed 
above  the  fear  of  man, — in  profperity  not 
exalted,  in  adverfity  not  deprefled; — ^ia 
temperance — in  **  patience  fojfejj^g  our 
fouls  ;-^and  bleffing  the  hand  which  gave 
and  the  hand  which  hath  taken  away  !— 
then  will  our  adverfaries  be  afhamed  to 
blafpheme ; — ^they  will  examine  the  rea^ 

H  Ifai.  V.  19.  86  I^kc  xxi.  19. 

fons 
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fons  oF  that  faith,  whofe  efficiency  they 
behold  fo  brightly  difplayed — they  will 
examine ! — they  will  turn  to  the  Lord 
their  God^-^and  he  will  ^^  abundantly  par- 
don/ 

But  if,  dead  to  the  noble  pride  of  thu* 
working  together  with  Providence  for  the 
happinefs  of  man,  we  are  ourfelves  unmind-^ 
ful  of  the  great  ^^Jalvation  which  is  of- 
fered to  us — how  Jhallwe  efcape? — Shall 
we  not  be  confederate  againll  the  livino 
God  ?  Will  not  tht Jtilljfmall  voice^  which 
now  breathes  for  our  perfuafion  and  com- 
fort, be  changed  into  a  voice  of  terror,  for 
our  reproof  and  condemnation  ?  Will  it  not 
upbraid  us  as  the  perfecutors  of  the  Lord ! 
as  men  who  have  expofed  his  fufferings 
to  the  derifion  of  infidelity, — as  Chriftians 
who  have  clofed  the  door  of  his  church 
againll  the  Pagan,  the  Mahometan^  and 
the  Jew ! 

«7  Ifai.  Ivr.  7.  »8  Heb,  il  3. 
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O  fave  us>  Father,  from  this  fpecies  of 
blood-gUiltinfefs  ! — if  our  diforders  are  too 
deeply  fixed  for  thv  Spirit  to  remove^ 
O  grant  at  leaft,  that  their  influence  may 
be  confined  to  burfelves^  that  w6  alcme 
may  abfolve  the  penalty;  and  that  out 
contagion  may  neither  poifon  the  health, 
nor  inflame  the  difeafes '  of  our  fellow* 
creatures ! 

To  come  imo  thy  pr^fence,  O  thoti 
HbLY  One  !  with  all  our  naked  imper* 
feftions,  muft  to  the  beft  of  us  be  awfiil 
and  alarming ;  but  to  ftand  at  thy  tribunal 
— not  only  fuUied  with  frailty,  or  fpotted 
with  imj>iirity,  but  blackened  with  atro- 
cious. Murder, — muft  be  too  horrible 
for  man  to  fuftain !  Fall  on  us  ye  moun^ 
tains ^  and  ye  rocks  hide  us  from  the  wrath 

of  ^^  the  Lamb!\ ^But,  may  thy  mercy, 

O  Father,  raife  us  to  better  hopes  !  may 
thy  grace  excite,  encourage  and  profper 
our  endeavours  to  walk  in  thy  laws;  may 

«9  Rev.  vi,  i6# 

Y  eur 
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our  lives  propagate  thy  righteoufnefs,  and 
haften  thy  kingdom  !  and  when  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  thy  JliU  fmall  voice  has  won  the 
whole  ear  of  man ;  and  infidelity,  confci- 
ous  of  THY  PRESENCE,  has  Veiled  its 
blufhing  face,  may  we  rejoice  among 
thy  faints,  and  for  our  reward  experience 
that  blefTednefs  which  we  have  contri- 
buted to  diffiife ! 

Oh !  make  us  thus  the  inftruments  oT 

THY  goodness  andOFOUROV^N  HAPPr- 

N£ ss,  and  then^  come  Lord  Jefus!  Amenu 
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S  E  R  M  ON      X. 

On  the    TEMPORAL    ADVANTAGES 
of  a    RELIGIOUS    LIFEi 


Prov.  III.  17, 

HER  WAYS  ARK  WAYS  OF  PLEASANTNESS^ 
AND -ALL  HER  PATHS  ARE  PEACE. 

OF  all  the  pa|Iage$  in  the  SaCfedWm 
tings,  which  have  fupplied  topics  to 
the  preacher,  not  one  perhaps  has  more! 
frequently  been  brought  forward,  thail 
that  which  I  have  now  read.  But  its  fub- 
jcft,  far  from  being  exhaufted,  will  yet 
compenfate  the  time  we  may  give  to  thef 
difcuffion  of  it.  They,  who  refleft  that 
the  precepts  of  religion  are  few  and  firaple 
Y  2  —its 
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— its  advantages  many — ^but  obvious,  will 
not  exaft  with  too  much  rigor  from  the 
pulpit,  the  doubtful  recommendation  of 
novelty. — ^By  a  happier  attitude  more  fully 
to  difplay,  or  with  a  larger  body,  of  light 
more  ftrongly  to  illuftrate,  is  all  the  merit 
to  which  the  Chriftian  advocate  of  thefe 
days  can  with  propriety  afpire.  What  is 
new  he  has  rcafon  to  fufpeft :  and  he  ftiuft 
always  remember  that  his  great  objeft  is 
truth; — and  his  higher  province  to  culti- 
vate the  reftitude  of  the  heart, —  and  not 
to  flatter  the  vanity  of  the  head. 

If  we  confider  religion  as  the  proclffiritef 
of  the  kingdom  of  God; — difclofing  to 
tbofe  ^'zjoha  lay  in  dttrinefs  cmd  the  Jhadorm 
of  death''  a  world  of  lig^,  and  of  glory^ 
which  neither  fin,  nor  pain,  nor  mortality 
,can  approach,  we  (hall  be  unable  to  efti« 
mate  the  greatnefs  of  her  worth.  How- 
ever fevere  her  requifitions,  and  hard  the 
terms  on  which  her  promifes  were  to  be 
fulfilled, -^did  flie  exa6^  from  us  a  life  of 
luSering  upon  earth,  atul  demand  that  we 

(hould 
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fiiould  embitter  our  four-fcore  years  with 
aufteritiest  the  mofl  hateful  to  our  nature, 
— reafon  furdy,  looking  to  the  infinite  re- 
compence,  would  not  heiitate  to  embrace 
her  rigor,  and  to  pay  the  trivial  price  of 

EVERLASTINQ  HAPPINESS. 

But,  if  we  regard  religion  as  our  friend 
in  this  world,  as  well  as  our  guide  to  Hea- 
ven ;  as  propofing  for  acceptance  with 
God,  thofe  conditions  which  are  effential 
to  the  welfare  of  man,  as  condefcending  to 
make  the  only  road  which  can  lead  us  to 
the  limited  enjoyment  of  this  ftate,  condufi 
us  to  the  glorious  expeftations  of  another, 
— our  love  will  be  commanded  by  the 
combination  of  her  excellence ; — we  can- 
not delay  to  take  this  bright  difpenfer  of 
bleflings  to  our  arms ; — we  muft  inftantly 
fall  down  in  humble  thankfulnefs  to  the 
Father  of  mercies  y^  the  redemption 
efiht  -world  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi. 

That  many,  ignorant  of  the  true  cha- 

rafler  of  religion,  fly  from  her  as  unami- 

y  3  ^We, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


34^  SERMON      X. 

•able,  and  harfti,  the  experience  of  every 
hour  too  certainly  demonftrates.  The 
young  dread  the  oppofer  of  their  irregu- 
lar gratifications ; — the  old — the  reprdver 
of  their  bad  habits ;  their  attachments  to 
the  world; — their  ill-governed  and  ill-di-^ 
refted  paflions. 

Come^  then,  my  gay,  or  my  prudent 
friends — let  us  examine  the  wifdom  and 
the  confif^ency  of  ypur  conduft! — your 
pbjeft  is  happinefs,  that  common  objeft  of 
pian,  tp  which  the  aftivity  of  the  pro- 
fligate and  the  virtuous  ;  of  the  felfifh  and 
jhe  benevolent ;  of  the  worldly  and  the 
(ievout — i?  equally  dire6le<^. — The  haven 
which  we  ^rc  all  dpfirpus  of  attaining,  is 
the  fame ; — the  ppurfes  only  hy  which  we 
fleer  for  it  are  different — if  happinefs  there- 
fpre,.  even  temporal  happinefs,  can  he 
found  in  the  track  pfamhition,  or  avarice, 
pr  pleafure  : — if  religion  can  be  proved 
^alicioujly  to  turn  us  from  gratification ; 
^nd  as  we  fail  on  the  ocean  of  life,  wantonly 
tp  expofe  us  to  its  greateft  rpu§hnefs,-ii- 

the 
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the  propriety  of  your  eleftion  (hall  be  ad- 
mitted— however  eafily,  even  under  thefe 
circumftances',  it  might  be  cpntefled  with 
efFeft.  The  world  muft  then  be  acknow- 
ledged  to  poflefs  very  powerful  attraftion ; 
and  its  »  Children  maybe  regarded  as  zvifcr 
in  their  generation  than  the  children  of 
lighU^Wie  claims  of  religion  to  prefe- 
rence will  certainly  be  more  queftionable ; 
and  as  fhe  folicits  us  with  diminifhed 
charms,  the  good  will  be  lefs  ftruck  when 
they  fee  her,  like  herHEAVENLvPARENT, 
dejpifed  *  and  rejeBed  of  men. 

But,  on  the  contrary,  fhould  the  ways  of 
that  DIVINE  vvrisDOM,  defcribed  by  Solo- 
mon^ compared  wif h  the  ways  which  you 
frequent,  and  her  paths,  with  the  paths  in 
which  you  tread,  be  difcovered  in  truth  to 
be  ways  of pleafantnefs,  and  paths  of  peace . 
. — fhould  her  difcipline  be  found  admira- 
bly  adjufted  to  the  neceffities  of  our  imper. 
feft  ftate; — and  without  refpeft  to  her  glo- 

•  >  Luke  xvi,  8.  a  Ifa.  Hii.  3. 
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jious  reverfion,  flioul4  even  her  prefert^ 
affluence  be  demonftrated  greater  than 
that  of  any  of  the  family  of  Sin ; — fliouI4 
thefe  be  the  confequences  of  this  import 
tant  enquiry, — you  muft  furely  allow  that 
there  will  be  no  cpmpetition  to  diftrefij 
your  infirmity,  and  diftraft  your  choice  ; 
as  it  would  be  madnefs  to  refufe  an  im? 
mediate  benefit,  becaufe  the  acceptance  of 
it  is  hereafter  to  be  die  objeftx)f  reward, 
you  muft  neceflarily  for  the  feme  great 
end,  adppt  with  ii5,  the  fame  righteous 
ine^ns. 

For  a  proper  view  of  the  fubjefi,  thus 
defigned  for  this  djfcourfe,  we  muft  en* 
jtertain  a  juft  conception  of  the  nature  and 
ihtJitvMi^on  of  man. 

Of  this  nature,  we  know  that  God,  hav* 
ing  formed  him  from  the  dvji  of  the  ground^ 
breathed  3  into  his  nojirils  the  breath  of  life; 
and  thus,  with  a  body  compounded  from 

3  Gen.  ii.  7. 

the 
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the  earth,  Atf  became  a  living  foul.  Be? 
|ween  thofe  very  different  fubftancesi^ 
(matter  and  fpirit)  the  union  in  man  is 
moft  perfeft,  while  the  foul  is  the  fentient, 
^nd  the  intelligent  principle ; — the  body 
fupplies  her  vfith  the  organs  by  whieh  fhe 
ircceives  all  her  fenfation,  and  with  the 
inlets  through  which  all  her  original  idea^ 
^re  admitted.  The  ftri£lne(s  of  this  won- 
derful union  is  difcoverable  by  other  ef- 
fe£ls,  if  the  body  is  weakened  by  the  ftrug- 
gles,  and  corroded  with  the  anguifh  of 
the  foul ; — the  foul,  expofedto  all  the  bad 
coniequences  of  the  unequal  alliance,  (uf-* 
fers  feverely  from  the  diforder  which 
ihak^  the  frailty  of  her  companion^ 

The  Jituaiion  of  man  agrees  with  his 
nature.  By  his  intelleftual  powers  he  af- 
ferts  his  relation  to  the  world  of  mind  and 
fpirit ;  and  feems,  in  the  creation,  to  he 
placed  a  little  lower  only  ^  than  the  angels; 
\>\A  his  material  gart  connefts  him  with  a 

^  Pfalms  viii.  ^ . 
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world  of  inferior  order  ;  a  world,  which, 
abounding  with  evils,  manifeftly  appears 
to  be  the  place  of  preparation  for  riper 
and  afcendingexiftence;  in  this  theatre  of 
exercife  and  combat,  on  whatever  fide  he 
tum^,  a  hideous  group  of  calamities  rifes 
to  his  view ;  from  many  of  them  his  pru- 
dence may  withdraw  him ;  with  many  he 
muft  inevitably  engage;  and  while  in  fome 
inftances,  his  own  abilities  and  exertions 
may  fufiice  to  obtain  the  vi6h>ry,  in  others 
— neither  his  power,  nor  his  wifdoin,  nor 
his  virtues  can  avail,  to  give  him  protec- 
tion. As  an  individual — a  member  of  fo- 
ciety — an  inhabitant  of  earth,  he  is  fub- 
je6l  to  the  violence  of  the  elements^  and 
che  bad  influence  of  climates ; — to  fraud 
and  to  pppreflion — to  want  and  to  afflic^ 
tion — to  difeafes  and  to  death. 

With  this  nature  then,  and  in  this  fitu- 
ation,  from  whence  can  man  derive  the 
flrongeft  promifeoffuccefsful  toil?  From 
what  line  of  Conduft  can  he  juftly  hope 
for  a  larger  portion  of  the  good,  and  a 

fmaller 
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fmaller  of  the  evil,  which  are  fcattered 
around  him,  apparently  with  fo  capricious 
a  hand  ?  Shall  he  attend  to  that  wifdom 
yhich  dire^b  him  to  power,  and  to  riches, 
as  to  the  rational  objefts  of  his  purfuit? — 
which  afTures  him,  Uiat  to  be  great  and 
diftinguiflied, — to  enjoy  the  means  of  op- 
preffing  his  enemies,  and  of  raifing  his 
friends,  is  the  pride  of  human  happinefs: 
—or  which  inftrufts  him,  if  his  mind  be 
too  weak  or  too  timid  for  the  rough  con- 
teft  of  power,  to  feek  for  folace  and  ag- 
grandizement in  the  arms  of  wealth  ; — ^a 
pofleffion,  which,  without  a  great  fpirit, 
elevated  talents,  or  fuperior  knowledge, 
may  be  obtained  by  the  more  common 
endowments  of  prudeace  and  cunning ; 
of  a  fteady  temper,  and  an  unimpaffioned 
heart:  to  whatever  part  of  this  counfel 
he  may  incline,  he  will  wander  from  his 
proper  courfe,  and  expofe  to  certain  wreck 
his  comfort  and  his  peace. 

The  enormities,  and  the  fufferings  of 
pmbition,  which  croud  the  fplendid  vo- 
lume 
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Ivmc  of  the  hiftorian,  can  extend  their 
Warning  only  to  a  few ;  but  the  mifchids 
-of  the  fame  pafliop,  remarked,  as  they 
poi(bn  the  current  of  commein  life  by  tlvs 
jnoraIift«  or  the  preacher^  bring  home  to 
a  thoufand  bofoms  their  falutary  difguiJ:^ 
ILct  OS,  therefore,  lend  our  attention  to  the 
man  who  follows  happinefs  by  the.  path 
of  power — ^and  balancing  his  g^itis  witb 
his  lofles,  his  enjoyments  with  hi&  diftrtiles, 
kt  us  impartially  decide  on  thQ  inerit  of 
his  adventure. 

The  progrefs  of  his  firft  endeavours  ta 
break  through  the  obftrufting  multitude 
is  f|qw,  and  effefted  with  tnuch  difficulty  ; 
with  pre-eminenoe  in  view,  he  mufi  rije 
earfy,  ^  and  late  take  rejl ; — he  muft  eat  the 
hre4d  ofcarefutnefs,  and  labour : — in  vair^ 
does  the  tafte  of  pleafure  folicit  his  palate^ 
be  muft  fhun  it  as  deftrudion;  from  the 
innocent  indulgencies  of  fecial  life  he  muft 
fcbftain — even  the  neceffary  recreations  of 

human 


Digitized  by  V3OOQIC 


SERMON      X.  34^ 

hUitiail  nature  he  muft  frequently  forego ; 
and  he  foon  feels,  that  the  tyrant  whom 
be  fervfcs^  is  not  lefs  rigid  in  his  exa£lions^ 
than  the  fevereft  fuperftitibh. 

To  fome,  ihdeed,  favoured  with  Very 
illuflrious  abilities  ;  to  fome,  aided  by  the 
accidents  of  high  blood  and  commanding 
connexions ;  to  fome,  in  (hort,  cbnduS* 
ed  by  a  hand  not  to  be  diftinguiftied  by 
human  reafon,  the  fkep  of  poWer  haa 
been  more  eafily  acceffible ;  but,  in  gene- 
ral, it  is  to  be  overcome  only  by  the  ftrong 
exertions  of  perfevering  toil* , 

When  the  adventurer  has  proceeded  a 
little  on  his  way,  frefh  difficulties  occur  j 
has  he  any  liberal  or  ingenuous  feelings  ? 
let  him  refleft  that  their  importunity  will 
harrals,^  if  it  cannot  difconcert  him;  let 
him  confider,  that  obedient  to  the  di£late» 
of  his  intereft,  he  muft  win  his  fuperidra 
by  fervility,  while  infolence  to  his  inferi'- 
ors  nuift  fupply  the  wretched  compenfa- 
tion :   that  if  they  can  afTift  his  rife,  he 

muft 
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ihuft  embrace  thofe  whom  he  hates;  if 
they  ate  in  his  path,  he  muft  remove  thofe 
whom  he  loves ;  that  if  his  mind  be  com- 
prehenfive,  he  muft  narrow  its  extent  to 
the  httleneft  of  fa^ion  ;  that  at  one  time 
he  muft  ftand  forth  as  the  tribune  of  the 
people;  at  another,  he  muft  ftoop  to  be 
the  fycophantof  the  throne;  thatXupplant* 
ed,  he  muft  fupplant,  and  betrayed,  he 
muft  betray.  Has  he  then  any  liberal  or 
ingenuous  feelings  ?  attentivcf  to  his  fitu- 
ation,  let  him  refcue  himfelf  from  thefe 
determined  enemies  to  his  repofe ; — and 
then — after  a  folicitous  and  guilty  period 
of  artifice  and  of  falfehood,  of  meannefs 
and  of  pride ; — ^this  moment  fevered  with 
expeftation,  and  the  next  chilled  by  def- 
pair ; — at  length  he  may  obtain  the  reward 
of  his  perfeverance. 

And  what  is  it? — when  the  tranfient 
charms  of  novelty  are  decayed,  he  fees 
the  giant  of  purfuit  dwindle  into  the  pig- 
my of  pofleflion ;  and  finds  the  vexation 

of 
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of  his  labours  derided  by  the  vanity  of 
his  acquifition. 

The  powers  of  his  conftitution  have 
beeB  exhaufted  in  the  chace,  and  attack- 
ed by  infirmities  ;  he  beholds  the  hour  of 
mortality  approach,  when  all  his  ^  thoughts 
mufl  necejfarily  perijii ;  hjs  eyes,  no  longer 
abufed  by  the  forcery  of  the  world,  are 
open  to  all  its  delufions,  he  looks  back— 
and  deplores  his  wafted  time,  his  diflioneft 
induftry,  his  mifapplied  talents ; — he  looks 
forward,  and  trembles  at  a  region  of  un- 
explored darknefs,  which  bIackeils*Qn  his 
view;  the  adulation  of  the  expefting  Croud 
hath  ceafed  to  be  mufic  to  his  ear ;  fatia« 
ted  with  its  bafenefs,  he  loaths  and  rejefta 
it  with  difguft. 

In  thefe  melancholy  circumftances, 
wounded  by  tlic  palf ,  and  not  gratified 
by  the  prefent,  Ch^U  he,  by  applying  his 
heart  ioth?itnghteou/he/s  ^  which  deliver etk 

^  PiaJmcxlvi.  4.  7  Prov.  x.  t. 
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from^deathj  tndeavour,  though  late,  tb 
conciliate  the  hoftility  of  the  future  !  alas  I 
were  he  now  even  willing  tb  adopt  that 
good  ^  parU  how  Ihall  he  be  able  to  extir- 
pate paffions,  which  for  years  have  been 
ftriking  root  into  his  foul !  how  diiengage 
himfelffrom  the  robe^  which  is  incorpo- 
rated with  his  very  nature,  and  whofe  v*- 
nom  has  penetrated  to  his  vitals !  can  he 
hope  for  the  extraordinary  aflSftance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  ? — he  may,  indeed,  ob- 
tain it^^ — for  who  can  affume  to  limit  the 
mercies  of  the  Supreme  ? — ^but  in  this  cafi> 
it  appears  to  be  as  eafy  to  create  as  to  re-^ 
form  I  and  we  are  warranted  by  fafts,  to 
conclude,  that  this  dupe  of  \f  orldly  great- 
nels— this  toiling  purfuer  of  a  phantom, 
ttlufive  of  his  grafp — ^dies  as  he  has  lived 
.ftranger  to  hiis  God. 


He  dies! — ^and  leaves  his  rivals— the 
pofleflion  of  his  honours — to  his  follow- 
ers— ^the  difappointment  of  their  hopes— 

•  Luke  X.  4a. 
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to  the  refleftirtg — ^the  inftruftion  of  his 
errors; — whilft  a  few,  poflibly,  of  the 
niany  who  are  indebted  to  him  for  their 
fortunes,  fwell  with  ollentatious  gratitude^ 
the  pagentry  which  attends  him  to  th» 
grave. 

Thefe  are  the  bleffrngs  claimed  by  the 
fuccefsful  candidate  for  power ! — by  him, 
whom  ftrong  abilities,  and  unremitted  la- 
bour,— a  facrifice  of  principles  and  feel- 
ings !  and  above  all — a  certain  happy  co- 
incidence of  events  have  United  to  pufli 
forward  to  the  goal !— ^the  features  of  the 
portrait  may  indeed  be  ftrong ;  but  a  lit- 
tle obfervation  on  what  pafles  in  the  world 
will  convince  us,  that  the  refemblance  is 
juft. 

When  fortunate  ambition  is  thus  un- 
lovely, by  what  ftrokes  (hall  we  reprefent 
her  deformity,  when  Ihe  brings  with  her 
no  other  attendants  than  mortified  pride, 
and  blafted  hopes  ! — when  the  beft  con- 
certed fchemes  of  the  afpirer  are  over^ 
Z  thrown, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


354  SERMON      X. 

thrown^  fometimes  by  th^  prevalence  of 
his  enemies,  and  fometimes  by  the  perfidy 
of  his  friends.  When  his  career  is  ar- 
refted  by  illnefs,  or  invifibly  checked,  by 
what  feems  to  be  the  perverfencfs  of  his 
fate ;  but  is,  in  truth,  the  will  of  that 
POWER,  who  gives  not  always  the  race  to 
the  fwift^  9  nor  the  battle  to  the  Jlrong ; 
neither  yet  bread  to  the  wife.  Surely  then, 
may  we  pronounce  that  power,  as  it  is 
ufually  fought,  and  ufually  poflefled,  caa 
pretend  to  no  alliance  with  happinefs  ; — 
and  that  the  painfulnefs  of  every  ftep  by 
which  ambition  advances  to  her  objeft, 
fufficiently  difcovers  that  God,  who givetk 
grace  to  the  *°  humble^  rejijleth  the  proud. 

But,  w^EALTH  may  be  attained  with 
more  eafe.  Are  its  advantages  more  nu- 
merous and  certain  ?  It  is,  indeed,  one 
of  the  talents  confided  to  our  ftewardfhip; 
and,  in  fbme  inflances,  it  may  prove  one 
of  the  moll  precious  favours  extended  to 


9  Ecclef.  ix.  11.  10  1  Pet.  v.  j,. 
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I 

Inah.  When  dropt  on  the  fame  foil  with 
that  love^  ''  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  thd 
laWf  it  is  fruitful  of  a  thoufand  bleflings ; 
and  iffues  forth  like  the  river  which  went 
cut  of  Eden  to  rvater  the  Garden  '*  of  God^ 
In  the  hands  of  the  juft,  the  temperate^ 
the  beneficent^  and  the  righteous,  it  is  the 
nerve  of  focial  induftry,  the  teft  of  feIf-« 
commaftd,  the  encourager  of  retreating 
merit,  the  bread  of  filent  and  helplefsJ 
want,  the  heavenly  vifitor  of  ficknefs  and 
afBidion,  the  benefaftor  in  Ihprt  of  our 
SaViour  Christ,  and  the  creator  of  a 
little  paradife ;  at  whofe  bidding  a  defart 
and  churlilh  world  blojfoms  *3  like  the  rofcf 
and  breaks  out  into  Jinging. 

But,  if  wealth  be  thils  fometimes  giV60 
by  the  Father  of^^  Mercies  ;-^it  more  fre- 
quently feems  to  come  frorti  that  God^ 
to  whom  vengeance  *5  belongeth.  When  to 
obtain  it  is  the  aim  of  the  mailer  paflioni 

ti  Rora,  xiii.  lo.  »*  Geri.  li.  lo. 

13  Ifai.  XXXV.  1.  14  2  Cor.  i,  3* 


ii  Pfalmxciv.  1^ 
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— the  abufe  alraoft  invariably  follows  the 
acquifition ;  and  it  is  either  permitted  to 
fleep  in  unprofitable  reft ; — or  diflipated 
in  vicious  gratification. 

The  charafter  of  the  wretch,  who  lives 
for  rlo  other  purpofe  than  to  accumulate 
riches,  has  frequently  been  defcribed ; — 
his  cold  and  contrafted  bofom ; — his  few 
and  fordid  enjoyments ;  his  many  and  mi- 
ferable,  and  vain  anxieties,  have  always 
been  the  common-places  of  moral  remark. 
There  is  a  fore  evil^  fays  Solomon,  v)kick 
I  '^  have  Jem  under  the  Sun,  Jiamefyj 
riches  kept  for  the  owners  thereof  to  their 
hurt.  But  thefe  riches  perijh  by  evil  tror 
,  vel:  and  he  begetteth  a  fon;  and  there  is 
nothing  in  his  hand.  As  h^  cometh  forth 
of  his  Tnother^s  wombt  naked  Jhall  here^ 
turn  to  go  as  he  came;  andfhall  take  no- 
tkimg  cf  his  labour,  which  he  may  carry 
away  in  his  handl  In  all  points  as  he 
came,  fo  fholl  he  go ;  and  what  profit  hath 

»«  EccUf.  V.  13,  &c.  &c. 
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he  that  hath  laboured  for  the  wind?    All 
his  days  alfo  he  eateth  in  darknefs^  and 
he  hath  much  /arrow  and  wrath  in  his 
Jicknefs. 

From  the  familiar  defcription  of  the  a#i- 
riciqusy  let  us  pafs  to  the  view  of  another 
charafler,  known  likewife  to  all  ages; 
but,  from  the  peculiar  circumftance  of  a 
rich  and  remote  territory,  fubjeft  to  mer- 
chant-domination, difplayed  more  at  large 
in  this  country,  and  in  our  time — the  cha- 
rafter  I  mean,  of  the  rapacious  and 
PRODIGAL;  —  of  him,  who,  rifmg  from 
beggary,  not  with  the  flow  foot  of  parfi- 
mony  or  commerce ;  not  with  the  quick- 
ened pace  of  ufury  or  private  wrong,  but 
hurried  on  the  wing  of  kingly  ravage,  to 
almofl  kingly  fuperfluity,  laviflies  in  def- 
picable  oftentation  the  riches  of  ejchaufted 
provinces. 

Arc  you  then  fore  prefFed  by  the  evils 

of  poverty,    and  madly    folicitous   for 

wealth  ?  —  Behold  the  man,    in  whom 
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unite  the  oppofite  enormities  of  coir- 
QVEROK  and  PECULATOR — in  whom  the 
BOLDNESS  OF  MURDER  cmbraces  the 
COWARDICE  OF  THEFT ! — from  realms, 
blafted  by  his  oppreffion,  and  unpeopled 
bp  his  maffacres,  fee  him  returning  to  the 
fovereign  whom  he  has  betrayed,  and  the 
nation  which  he  has  difgraced! — follow 
him  to  his  palace,  and  there  fee  him,  a- 
mid  the  glare  of  opulence,  feated  with  the 
(harers  of  his  luxury ;  whofe  eyes  fcowl 
contempt,  while  their  tongues  vibrate 
with  praife ! — attend  him  to  the  folitude 
pf  his  chamber ;  and  as  he  lies  on  the  tor^ 
ture  of  the  mind,  explore  the  eager  and 
ftrong  beatings  of  his  heart !— rlffue  with 
him  from  his  uneafy  home,  as  he  wanders 
into  public,  to  afk  for  his  reward  from 
the  g^e  of  the  multitude;  and  fee  where 
|:he  bafeft,  not  weak  enough  to  be  daz^ 
^led  with  the  fplendour  of  fuccefsful  viIt 
Jainy,  turn  from  him  with  anger  and  de- 
teflation !:— Ubferve  all  the  fad  and  mortis 
iying  variety  of  the  fcene!  Let  it  take 
ppflcffiQu  of  your  breaft!  and  then  fay, 

are 
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are  you  fo  in  love  with  riches  as  to  envy 
their  unhappy  mafter?''  Will  you  barter 
conditions  with  this  gaudy  wretch?  With 
your  treafure  will  you  purchafe  his  bau- 
bles?  With  the  health  of  your  innocence, 
the  furfeit,  and  the  fever  of  his  guilt? — 
Alas!  tlie  hand  of  power,  gained  by  his 
pernicious  gold,  may  fnatch  him  from 
human  laws !  His  country,  and  his  fpe- 
cies,  may  vainly  folicit  for  juflice!  but, 
the  voice  *7  of  the  blood  of  ihoufands,  cry* 
ing  from  the  ground j  will  enter  into  the 
ears  *^  of  the  Lord  Of  Sabaoth. — 
Shame  J  ^"^  and  not  promotion,  fhall  purfue 
the  man  of  violence  and  fraud !  In  his 
own  bofom  (hall  he  bear  the  condemna- 
tion of  his  crimes !  He  may  call  the  ^°  lands 
by  his  own  nam^;  and  fancy  that  his  dwel- 
ling-place Jhall  endure  from  one  generation 
to  another.  But  as  he  caw^  in  with  ini- 
quity he  fhall  depart  *'  in  darknefs;  and 
his  naw4  (hall  be  covered  with  darknefs. 

*i  Gen.  iv.  lo.  >8  James  V.  4. 

*9  Prov.  iii.  3,3.  »o  jPfalin  xlix.  ii. 


21  Eccef.  vi,  4. 
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Wealth,  therefore,  as  a  leading  objeA 
of  life,  muft  be  regarded  as  nearer  to  a 
curfe  than  to  a  bleffing.  It  may  feem,  in- 
deed, like  power,  to  be  a  mere  inftru- 
ment,  which  muft  borrow  its  whole  direc- 
tion and  charafter  from  the  hand  which 
governs  it.  But,  like  power,  it  is  gene^ 
rally  neither  fo  neutral,  nor  fo  paflive ;  it 
may  enl^irge  the  aftion  of  virtue,  and 
piake  her  more  obvious  to  the  admiration 
of  men:  but  it  cannot  add  to  her  ftature, 
nor  heighten  her  genuine  beauty.  To 
vice,  on  the  contrary,  it  not  only  gives 
efficacy  and  fcope,  but  is  frequendy  her 
parent,  and  always  her  cheriftier.  While 
}n  m^ny  cafes  it  proves  the  fource  of  dif- 
temper,  and  the  deftroyer  of  peace,  in 
po  cafe  can  it  exempt  from  the  pains  of 
the  body,  or  the  pangs  of  the  mind;  ifi 
po  cafe  can  it  relieve  the  fatiety  of  the 
prefent,  or  appeafe  l:he  apprehenfion  of 
the  future, 
» 

Tp  be  placed,  then,  above  the  tempr 
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tations  oifevere  ••  want^  but  below  the 
corruption  of  dangerous  abundance,  will 
be  the  eameft  petition  of  every  wife  man; 
for  he  muft  be  fenfible,  that  wealth  and 
POWER  alike  make  them  crooked paths^  and 
arejlrcmgers  *3  to  ihe  way  of  peace. 

But  there  is  another  idol  of  human 
worfhip,  whofe  votaries  are  more  nume- 
rous than  thofe  of  greatnefs,  or  of  riches ; 
• — liflen  to  pleasure! — there  is  perfua- 
Con — ^but  it  is  fraudulent  perfuafion — 
upon  her  lips ! 

Remember,  O  man,  the  condition  of 
your  birth !— in  a  ftiort  time,  the  little  play 
of  your  heart  will  ceafe — and  then  all 
that  awakens  the  tumult  of  your  aftivity 
^— your  pains,  and  your  joys — your  fears, 
and  your  hopes,  will  flcep  in  forgetful- 
nefs  and  filence: — Yes — your  Hfe  will 
foon  be  paft — but  much  (^i)  fooner  all 

•a  Prov.  XXX.  8.  23  Ifai.  lix.  8. 

{ja)  Optima  quaeque  dies  miferis  mortalibus  acvi 
Prima  fugit :  fubcunt  morbi  triflifque  fenefliw, 
f.i  I^bor,  &c,  Virgil. 
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that  is  defireable  of  your  life — ^your  youth 
and  your  health : — fhould  no  accident 
hurry  on  your  doom,  long  before  your 
blood  forgets  wholly  to  flow,  it  will  be 
thickened  by  age,  and  polluted  with  dif- 
eafe ;  inltead  of  the  briflc  fpirit  which  now 
revels  in  your  veins,  will  prevail  a  cold 
and  melancholy  {b)  damp;— one  by  one 
your  amufements — your  friends^ — your 
fenfes  will  abandon  you; — to  your  ears 
the  voice  of  melody  will  fpeak  in  vain ; 
on  your  tycs  will  fade  the  beauties  of  the 
creation  ;  to  your  palate  the  richeft  blood 
of  the  *4  grape  will  be  infipid,  till  at  length, 
furvivor  of  your  comfort  and  yourfelf^ 
you  will  encounter  darknefs  with  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  run  to  the  fad,  but  hofpitable 
and  neceflary  welcome  of  the  grave.— 
This  is  the  condition  of  your  birth  ! — why 
will  you,  then,  refufe  to  avail  yourfelf  of 
the  Httle  which  can  be  enjoyed  ?  Bank- 

[b)  A  rnclancliol y  damp  of  cold  and  Ary — 

Milton. 
M  Dcut.  xxxli.  i\. 
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nipt  of  life,  why  will  you  be  prodigal 
of  time  ?  Why  fubmit  to  days  of  toil,  and 
nights  of  watchfiilnefs,  for  mockeries  and 
fliadows?  for  power,  that  bubble  of  pride? 
for  wealth,  that  cheat  of  folly?  Can  this 
bribe,  the  poflefTion  of  a  day  ?  or  that  by 
recalling  nature  to  her  fountain,  give  en- 
joyment to  feeblenefs,  and  ravifh  from  the 
fepulchre  its  viftim  ? — Is  not  this  tofpend 
money  for  that  ^^  which  is  not  bread;  and 
labour  for  that  which  fatisfeih  not?  Alas! 
the  gold  for  which  you  wafte  your  eafe, 
^vill  but  inflame  the  vices  of  your  heir ; 
and  the  qold  ear  of  death,  that  infulter  of 
human  greatnefs,  will  not  be  delighted 
with  the  honour3  of  a  name ! — ^be  wife 
then   while  you  may;    feize  the  hour, 
whofe  pinions  are  even  now  ready  for  ir- 
revocable flight,  and  allow  it  to  appetite 
and  indulgence.     Into  the  fliort  but  pre- 
cious interval  between  the  refl:raints  of 
childhood,    and  the  infirmities  of  age* 
crowd  all  the  delight  that  interval  can 

*^  If4.lv,  2, 
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embrace ;  let  love  fupply  its  rapture,  and 
wine  its  fparkling  exhilaratioo ;  as  afflic- 
tions will  come  too  foon,  let  them  not  by 
anticipation  rob  you  of  your  joys;  nor 
fuffer  the  poffible  darkncfs  of  to-morrow 
to  overcaft  the  brilliancy  of  to-day ;  but 
always  be  mindful,  that  what  is  enjoyed 
is  your  own,  and  that  the  bleflings  ofyef- 
teriay*^^  placed  beyond  the  malice  of 
your  fate :  Come  on  then^  let  us  enjoy  "^  tke 
good  things  that  are  prefent^  let  usjpeedily 
ufe  the  creatures,  like  as  in  youth!  let  us 
Jill  ourjelves  with  cojlly  wines j  and  let  no 
Jlower  of  the  fpring  pajs  hyus  ;  let  us  crown 
ourf elves  with  rofe-buds  before  they  be  wi- 
thered :  let  none  of  us  go  without  his  part 
of  our  voluptuoufnefs :  let  us  leave  tokens 
of  our  joyfulnefs  in  every  place :  for  this  w 
eur  portion,  and  our  lot  is  this. 

Such  have  always  been  the  arguments 
of  pleafure :  and  too  happily  adapted  as 
they  are  to  the  frailty  of  the  heajt,  they 

««  Wifdom  if.  8.  "^ 
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have  been  fet  off  with  the  heightenings 
of  poetry,*  and  recommended  to  us  by 
the  gay  colouring  of  wit ;  but  if  we  at- 
tend to  reafon,  we  fliall  fuUy  difcover 
their  fallacy,  and  find  them  to  be  ill-ac- 
commodated to  a  creature  hke  man;  of 
Jew  *7  days  and  full  of  trouble. 

If  we  cannot,  by  forbearing  to  refleft  on 
the  evils  of  our  fituation,  prevent  their 
audacious  intrufion,  is  it  not  more  pru- 
dent, by  the  preparation  of  a  wife  diici., 
pline,  to  meet  and  break  their  aifault,  tliati 
to  permit  them  to  furprize  us  without 
arms ;  and,  fleeping,  or  revelling  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  our  pott  ?  The  libertine  s  inat- 
tention to  the  morrow  J  frequently  creates 
thofe  evils  with  which  the  morrow  is  loadr 
ed,  and  at  all  times  adds  to  the  oppreffion, 
of  their  weight,  the  fhock  and  fmartneft 
of  a  ftroke  ;  neither  is  the  voluptuary's 
cultivation  of  the  prefent  day  much  more 
anfwerable  to  his  views,  for  fome  of  its 

*r  Job  xiv.  1.  \ 
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hours  will  necefFarily  belong  to  langour^ 
and  feme  to  difguft* 

In  this  world,  pleasure  and  happi- 
ness are  evidently  diftinfl:,  and  the  high 
tones  of  xht  former  will  not  melt  into  con- 
cord with  the  fweet,  flow,  grave  modula- 
tion of  the  latter :  the  leflbn  of  tempe- 
rance is  forcibly  inculcated  by  our  nature, 
prefcribing  to  the  appetites  their  limits  of 
indulgence ;  to  their  tranfgreflion  flie  an- 
nexes immediate  punifliment,  and  bidding 
furfeit  invariably  follow  excels,  and  de- 
preffion  every  riot  of  the  fpirits,  flie  inti- 
mates with  fufficient  cleamefs,  that  we 
are  not  Lorn  to  folicit  our  principal  grati- 
fication from  the  fenfe* 

.  To  be  more  affeCled  with  this  truth,  let 
us  contemplate  the  man,  who  expatiating 
over  the  wide  field  of  pleafureable  licenfe, 
defpifes  the  narrow  fobriety  of  life ;  who 
calling  moderation  weaknefe,  and  pni- 
dence  fear,  applauds  himfelf  on  his  tri- 
umph over  thofe  prejudices,  as  he  is  pleaf- 

ed 
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ed  to  call  them,  under  which  we  tamely 
floop. 

But  in  what  ftage  of  his  luxurious  pro^ 
grefs  are  we  indeed  to  envy  him  the  pre- 
eminence of  his  delights? — of  him  it  may 
properly  be  faid,  that  in  the  fullnefs  of  his 
Sufficiency  ^^  he  is  in  Jlraits.  In  the  high 
tide  of  youth  and  of  health,  his  fatisfac. 
tion  is  never  genuine  and  unmingled> — 
even  at  this  fanguine  period,  he  muft  ex*- 
perience  fome  anguifh,  and  much  fatiety  : 
and  in  the  Very  fountain  of  enjoyment 
fomething  of  bitter  will  bubble  up,  and 
dafh  it  with  diftallefulnefs— either  he  has 
violated  the  peace  of  families: — or,  (if 
the  diftrefles  of  others  cannot  touch  him,J 
he  has  embarraffed  his  circumftances  : — or 
he  has  endangered  his  perfon : — or  he  has 
fullied  his  reputation.  Has  he  fortunately 
efcapedthefe  caufesof  uneafinefs? — otheii 
prefs  on  him  which  he  cannot  evade. 

*8   Job  XX.    22. 
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When  the  furrounding  aftivity  of  life 
feizes  on  his  attention,  he  fees  the  thoufand 
hands  of  fociety  in  motion ;  each  by  con-* 
tributing  to  the  general,  advancing  a  right 
to  its  particular  advantage. — His  natural 
equals  have  left  him  behind — his  inferiors 
are  by  his  fide,  and  puftiing  beyond  him^ 
— ^While  ufelefs  iind  ftationary  he  meetsf 
with  negleft  from   the   worldly:  —  with 
pity  and  defertion  from  the  good.    In  the 
purfuits  of  others  exercife  is    rewarded 
with  ftrength ;  and  fuccefs  ufualfy  with  re- 
fpeft — in  his  the  firft  is  debility,  and  the 
laft  contempt.— To  e?iA(fri  fucceeding  years, 
if  they  yield  not  all  that  may  be  fondly 
expefted  from  them,  dill  bring  with  their 
hours  fomething  that  is  valuable. — To  the 
hii/y  more  experienced  wifdom. — ^To  the 
Jludious  larger  information. — To  the  vir- 
ttious  eafier  felf-command,   and  brighter 
hopes.— To   the  voluptuary    alone  they 
offer  no  compenfation  for  their  decay.   To 
him  they  fupply  nothing  new :  they  open 
no  frefh  fources  of  ideas : — they  give  no 
better  profpefts  to  hope, — ^but,  converting 

appetite 
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appetite  inta  fever,  they  affociate  inflara-. 
mation  with  weaknefs.— And  if  they  bring 
amendment  nearer  to  his  wiflh,  they  re- 
move it  further*  from  his  power.  As  over 
a  blunter  palate  they  pour  the  fame  lufci* 
ous  cup,  they  repeat  the  fame  fad  tale  of 
life  wafled ;  improvement  loft ; — degrada* 
.tion  incurred ; — ^friends  abandoned. 

And  are  you  hot  afhamed  of  this  po- 
verty of  objeft ; — this  negleft  of  duty ;— ^ 
this  inutility  in  the  wotld, — this  incapacity 
of  higher  attainments  ?^-kIo  you  not  feel 
the  wj-etchednefs  of  an  enfeebled  conftitu* 
'  tion ;— of  a  diffipated  attention ; — of  a  de* 
bafed  and  refourcelefs  mind  ;•«— of  an  un- 
fatisfied,  if  not  an  upbraiding  confcience  ? 
-=-^Yes,  your  determined  gaiety — and  your 
inceffant  chafe  of  amiifemertt ;  the  fatigue 
and  ficklinefs  of  your  countenance  defeat 
the  proud  filence  of  your  tongue;  and 
declare  that,  ftanding  on  the  bafe  of 
uvealth,  neither  affailed  by  any  ftrong  af- 
flictions, nor  advanced  far  into  declinet 
you  are  unhappy !   how^  will  you  then 

A  a  bear 
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hear  the  days  of  darknefs  ""^  which  Jkall  6c 
many ;  and  to  which  your  prefent  days 
will  be  like  the  Jun  ^"^  zvhen  he  Jhincth  in 
his  Jlrength !  with  what  forces  will  you 
cope  with  the  pain  and  dejeflion  of  ill* 
nefs^  the  cold  difcomfort  of  age,  and  the  lafl 
fearchingfeverity  of  death ! — Halle,  then* 
fummontoyouraidallyour  remaining  pow^ 
ers — break  this  inftant  from  the  fafcination 
of  miferable  pleafure ! — fly,  even  now,  (it 
will  yet  be  effedual,)  to  abstinence  for 
gratification; — ^to  reason  for  re/ource; 
—to  RELIGION  for  JfUafantne/s  zxAptacc! 
— ^redeem  yourfelf  from  the  reproach  of 
negle£led  reformaticHi — nor  fufifer  this  di* 
vine  truth  to  preach  from  your  tomb : — 
0  man,  whoever  thou  art  thqi  walkefi  in 
the  ways  of  thine  hearty  and  in  thejigkt  of 
thine  eyes^  knmo^  that  for  aUthefe  «»  things 
Cod  will  bring  thu  into  judgrnent^ 

The  pretenfions  of  the  three  great  com- 
petitors of  religion  have  now  been  exa- 

t$  £ccle»xi.8«    d^*  Rev.  i.  i6«    a«  Eccle.xi.p. 

mined 
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idriecl— and  What  is  the  refult?— That 
they  ate  vain  and  lying-— and  calculated 
to  ieduce  the  weaknefs  of  man,  from  that 
happinefs  to  which  they  aflume  to  be  his 
guides; — to  extend  the  examination  to  all 
the  varieties  of  erroneous  choice  would 
be  tedious  and  unnecefFary,  they  all  fpring 
from  the  predominating,  influence  of  pride 
or  avarice,  or  fenfuality ;  and  the  indivi- 
dual branches  moft  derive  their  qualities 
imd  defcription  from  the  parent  root: 
this  only  it  taay  be  proper  to  obferve,  and 
the  uniform -eJcperience  of  mankind  au-« 
thorifes  the  obfervation-vthat  On  every 
departure  from  the  re£Utude  of  reaibn  at* 
tends  its  proportion  even  of  temporal  in* 
fIi£lion;  and  that,  by  the  eternal  ap* 
poiNTMENT  ot  GoD,  the  ways  of  un^ 
righteoufncfs  never  can  be  ways  qfpUa* 
fantnefsf  nor  its  paths  peace* 

But  cart  religion  afiPordus  mote  thftn  wci 

are  to  expeS  from  the  impotence  of  the 

World,-^from  its  greatnefs,  riches^  plea* 

fures !— ^in  the  inquiry,  which  muft  form 

A  a  2  the 
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the  reply  to  this  queftion,  we  will  firft 
confider  her  comparative  excellence,  and 
juft  (hewing  her  in  contrail,  afterwards 
exhibit  her  by  herfelf. 

Of  religion,  then,  as  (he  ftands  oppofed 
to  her  rivals,  the  mod  obvious  and  difcri- 
minating  advantages  are  her  impardality 
and  eafinefs  of  accefs ; — the  comfort  and 
certainty  which  attend  her  in  pofFeflion — 
the  beneficial  confequences  of  the  purfuit 
which  flie  dire6ls — and  ihe  fupreme  beau* 
ty  and  importance  of  the  objefts  to  which 
Ihe  looks. 

For  the  acquifition  of  power  or  wealth 
are  demanded  peculiar  talents ; — fevere  la- 
bour, rigorous  felf-denial, — for  the  parti- 
cipation of  pleafure, — youth,  (pints,  con- 
ftitution,  and  affluence ; — but  to  enjoy  all 
the  benefits  of  religion,  fincerity  and 
meeknefs  only  are  requifite ;  the  multitude 
rejefted  by  her  competitors,  (he  invites  to 
her  hofpitable  board,  the  fimple  and  the 
wife — the  warm-hearted  and  the  cautious, 

— the 
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— ^the  old  and  the  young,  the  afflifled  and 
the  gay,  the  poor  and  the  rich,  are  wel- 
comi^  alike  to  her  maternal  arms ; — they 
{hare  her  common  bleflTmg,  and  (he  leads 
them  all  into  the  prefeqce  of  their  equal 
God,  the  Lord  3*  and  Maker  of  them  all. 

Power  and  wealth  are  found  as  deceit- 
ful and  uneafy  when  poffeffed,  as,  when 
purfued,  they  feemed  diftfint  ^nd  hard 
to  be  ovprtaken;  —  no  fooner  are  they 
embrajced  than  ugljnefs  appears;  —  fo- 
Jitude  fucceeds;  —  and  their  weak  and 
poor  mailers  feel  nothing  but  the  dread 
qf  lofing  the  worthlefs  earnings  of  their 
lives; — with  pleafurc  it  is  ftill  worfe, 
if  pleafiire  can  ever  with  propriety  be 
faid  to  be  attained,  —  its  attainment  is 
loathing — remorfe  or  difeafe; — but  reli- 
gioni  won  as  foon  as  fought,  is  poffeffed 
with  increafing  delight;  what  appeared 
to  bie  harlhnefs,  is  difcovered  to  be  beau- 
ty ;  in  her  train  follow  thai  love  33  which 

3^  Pfov.  xxii,  «.  83  1  John  iv,  18. 
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(ofieth  outfidr,  a&d  her  certain  dower  U 
qffurance  34  and  ptace^  for  her  treafure« 
cannot  be  raviflied  from  us  by  accident  or 
violence— and  withdrawn  by  her  fwcct 
compulliod  from  every  nuder  competition^ 
we  reft  fafe^  and  difiant  from  the  florit) 
Pf  life, 

When  po^r  or  wealth  is  the  chacc,  the 
latigues  jmd  dangers  of  the  purfuit  are 
(Commonly  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
J)ody,  ^nd  always  to  the  fercnity  of  the 
piind;  in  the  rough  fport  innocence  is 
loft ;  and  the  unfriendly  paflions,  feizing 
on  the  heart,  fpread  their  forrofive  mif- 
chiefe  through  the  frame  of  pleafiire ;  it  \\ 
fiiperfluons  to  remark,  that  conftitutiofli 
principle,  chara£ter  and  underftanding  are 
the  general  yiftims  of  its  extended  ravage  ? 
but  the  purftiitj  direfted  by  religion,  i$ 
nfually  the  fource  of  he^tji  to  the  body^ 
^nd  always  of  fatisfaftion,  vigor,  growth^ 
^nd  fpnftfpus  progreffion  to  ^c  mind ;  ifi 

14  Jfai.  xxxii.  17, 
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this  life,  indeed,  it  is  deflined,  never  to 
be  fully  fuccefsful ;  but  its  very  folicitude 
is  a  kin  to  happinefs ;  its  defeat  a  fpecies 
of  triumph ;  and  its  generous  difappoint- 
ment  only  kindles  expedation,  and  hope 
which  35  in  the  event  vnll  not  make  afliamed. 

The  obje£ls  of  fenfual  indulgence  are 
as  tranfitory  as  they  are  fordid,  enjoyed 
in  common  with  all  the  animated  crea- 
tion ;  they  perifh  as  foon  as  tailed,  and 
leave  behind  them  an  humiliating  feeling 
of  infirmity  and  want ;  the  other  objefts 
of  worldly  aftivity  are  likewife  very  cir- 
cumfcribed  in  duration  and  in  fize ;  let  us 
fwell  the  bounds  of  our  power  or  our  rich- 
es, as  widely  as  our  hearts  can  wifli,  there 
will  yet  be  fomething  beyond  us  to  laugh 
at  the  littlenefs  of  our  poffeffions ;  or, 
were  we  neither  to  be  overlooked  by  our 
foperiors^  nor  juftled  by  our  equals^  flill 
would  the  occafion  of  our  pride  be  very 
fooQ  no  more ;  paked  as  we  cjipae  intp 

A  a  4  life 
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life,  naked  muft  we  depart ;  and  the  fud^ 
denne/s  of  diforder,  or  the  maturity  of 
time,  will  place  by  the  fide  of  the  beggar 
the  monarch  of  the  world.  But  the  ob- 
je6ls  of  religion  are  lovely  as  goodnefs? 
and  dignified  as  holinefs  ;  wide  as  infinity 
they  are  permanent  as  eternity! — and  with- 
in their  circumference  the  moral  and  intel- 
leQual  appetites  pf  maq,  ftinted  by  the 
narrownefs  of  the  univerfe,  may  luxuriate 
without  apprehenfion  of  reftraint ;  the  rap- 
ture of  beneficence  and  gratitude,  the 
charms  of  A^mmetry  and  order,  everlaft^ 
ing  happinels,  and  ftill  afcending  perfecr 
tion,  the  glorious  attributes  of  that  in- 
comprehensible Being,  who,  filling  alj 
fpace,  connefts  every  link  of  the  fpiritua| 
and  the  material  chain — are  the  delightfuj 
and  ftupendous  objefts,  which,  crouding 
the  eye  of  devotion,  give  reftitude  to  hey 
ainj,  and  invigoration  to  her  nerves^ 

Thefte  arc  die  moft  prominent  advanta- 
ges of  religion,  as  fhe  appears  in  contraft 
^ith  the  fubjefls  of  our  preceding  exami- 
nation ; 
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nation ;  let  us  now  behold  her  unaflifted 
\)y  a  foil ! 

Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantne/s—im" 
poflible,  exclaim  the  gay !  to  follow  her 
we  muft  leave  all  we  poffefs  of  pleafqre, 
and  to  be  at  eafe  in  our  enjoyments,  we 
muft  fly  to  that  careleflhefs  which  with- 
draws  us  from  her  dominion,  or  to  that 
philofophy  which  pulls,  her  from  her 
throne. 

But  what  gratification,  my  friends,  does 
flie  require  you  to  abandon  ?  certainly  not 
that  fober  gratification,  of  which  alone 
your  nature  is  capable  ;  the  circle  which 
fhe  draws  round  the  pride  of  paflion,  may 
to  its  raflmefs  feem  narrow ;  but  within 
the  compafs  of  that  circle  alone  can  paf- 
Jion  waljc  with  fafety  and  with  pleafure. 

This  boundary  of  indulgence  has,  in- 
deed, been  greatly  ftraitened  by  prejudice 
gtpd  mifreprefentation. 


It 
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It  may  truly  be  affirmed,  that  religfoii 
has  fuffered  more  from  the  blind  zeal  of 
her  friends,  than  from  the  vain  malice  of 
her  adverfaries ;  for,  protefled  from  the 
ene,  by  the  armour  of  light  in  which  fhe 
is  arrayed ; — ^by  the  other  ftie  has  incurred 
the  imputation  of  rigor,  and  become  un^* 
amiable  for  feverity  not  her  own. 

Scarcely  had  Chriftianity  mounted  the 
imperial  throne,  when,  founded  on  a  few 
paifages  of  the  Sacred  Writings,  either 
wholly  mifunderftood,  or  applicable  only 
to  the  infancy  of  the  church,  or  to  the 
perfons  to  whom  they  were  immediately 
addreffed, — the  do6lrines  pf  mortificatioi^ 
and  extreme  abftinence  were  unhappily  in- 
troduced :  fuited  to  the  darknefs  of  thofi? 
times,  in  which  they  firft  appeared,  and, 
to  the  bigotry  of  the  fouth,  the  fcene  of 
their  earlieft  rife,  the  growth  of  thefe  doc- 
trines was  vigorous,  and  their  diffemina- 
tion  rapid  and  extenfive.  Monafleries 
were  everywhere  erefted,  and  every  where 
crouded  •,  the  delarts  were  peopled  with 

hcr» 
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fiemits ;  and  multitudes,  on  the  merit  of 
feclufion  from  their  fpecies,  of  painful 
|)enaiices  and  unnatural  auflerities,  gain- 
jed  the  mock  hcmours  of  canonization,  and 
arrogated  the  favour  of  their  God ! 

But  the  extravagances  of  fanaticifm  and 
fuperflition  are  unacknowledged  by  the 
Gofpel.  And  to  our  Father  ^^who  is 
love  and  wha^  dwelteth  ^^  in  light,  the  fuUen 
homage  of  fuffering  and  of  fear  can  never 
jje  acceptable. 

It  will  be  found,  th?it  pure  chriftianity 
pot  only  bidis  us  to  rejoice  in  our  labour, 
jind  to  ferve  the  Lord  withgladnefs^  but 
lends  by  its  influence  to  infpire  that  joy 
^ndgladnefs  which  it  recommends.  Its 
precepts  are  accommodated  to  the  welfare 
of  communities, — families, — individuals. 
As  the  direftion  of  thofe  vices  which  it 
reprobates  is  to  mifery, — that  of  the  vir- 
^ue$  it  inculcates  is  immediately  to  happi- 

|5  f  Joh4iv.  8.  ^  iTim.vi.  16. 

pefs; 
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nefs ;— juftice,  temperance,  benevolence, 
forgivenefs  of  injuries^  the  love  of  man, 

and  delightful 

e  Lord  require 

0  low  3«  mercy ^ 

hy  GocL — Or  in 

It  condu£l  from 

lih  facial  good, 

muft  neceflarily  flow;   ?ind  to  maintain 

that    communication  with   the    Creator^ 

which  muft  always  be  prolific  of  the  pureft 

enjoyments  of  the  creature.    ^ 

Even  when  the  countenance  of  religion 
is  the  moft  ftem,  and  her  voice  the  moft 
flrongly  contradifts  our  inclinations, — ^her 
radiant  finger  is  ftill  pointed  to  happinefs ! 
— it  is  for  our  eventual  profit  that  flie  pu- 
nifhes : — it  is  only  the  hand  of  fuicicje  lifted 
againft  thebofom  of  our  own  peace  whicl\ 
Ihe  arrefts ! 
• 

38  Mlc.  vi.  8. 
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Does  fhe  fbmetimes  call  us  from  tlic 
houfe  of  feafting  to  that  of  39  Ttiourning^ — 
from  the  quick  fparkle  of  gaiety,  and.  the 
eager  circulation  of  fpirit,  to  the  damp 
apartment  of  ficknefsor  of  Death — to  the 
chilling  filence,  or  to  the  wounding  la- 
mentation of  the  dellitute,  and  the  afflic- 
ted?— is  (he  fometimes  guilty  of  this  vio- 
lence to  our  feelings? — it  is  to  make  thfe 
heart  better,  wifer,  happier ! — to  correS 
.  its  deceitfulnefs^ — to  humble  its  dangerous 
pride ; — to  chaftife  its  falfe  hopes ; — to  arm 
it  with  fortitude  againft  the  neceflities  of 
our  birth;— to  gratify  it  with  frefli.  and 
more  elevating  enjoyment;  to  fwell  it 
with  the  fine  tranfport  of  benevolence,  and 
to  folicit  the  generous  tear,  which  drawa 
by  pain,  iflues  in  myfterious  delight. 

Does  Ihe  earneftly  befeech  us  to^""  abjlain 

frompjhly  lufisl  to  check  the.  importunity 

of  appetite ;  and  to  refill  even  the  prurir 

ency  of  the  thought?  it  is  becaufe  wc  arc 

39  Eccle.  vii.  2.  40  i  Pet,  ii.   1 1. 

Jlrom^ 
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Jtr angers^  and  pilgrims^  who  travellinig  at 
a  diflance  from  our  own  country,  are  har. 
rafled  with  difficuhies,  and  befet  with 
dangers!  it  is  becaufe  in  this  fituation  ir- 
xegular  pleafure  viwrs  agairift  thefotd.  By 
weakening,  and  by  alienating  from  its  pro* 
per  obje£b«  that  nobler  part  of  man,  k 
^ves  effe6l  to  the  dangers  which  tnenacef 
US;  and  by  the  depreffion  of  felf-abafe' 
ment,  and  the  torment  of  ftif^reproach,  it 
adds  painfulnefs  as  well  as  number  to  the 
difficulties  which  fatigue  us< 

Is  jeligioft  ftill  cenfured  as  toor  rJgidly 
oppofed  to  gratification  ?  (he  may,  indeed^ 
be  allowed  to  prohibit  thofe  vagrant  inters 
courfes  which  are  acknowledged  by  all  to 
be  as  injurious  to  the  individual  as^  to  the 
community^  But  does  (he  not  bind  with 
too  confining,  and  (lr}6l  a  hand,  the  eir« 
cumfcription  of  that  ftate,  zokoje  ^*  hdjke 
pronoimces  fumonrable  and  undejikdf 
Under  the  difpenfation  of  &e  law^  and  be« 

4>  Hcb,  xiii.  \^ 
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fore  its  promulgation^  man  was  indulged 
with  polygamy  and  divorce ;  and  patri- 
archs and  prophets  availed  themfelves  of 
the  indulgence.  But  the.gofpel,  afluming 
the  controul  of  a  civil  inftitution^  reflrains 
one  to  one^  and  orders  that  the  contra^ 
fliall  be  diffoluble  only  by  infidelity  or 
death. 

To  dwell  on  the  political  inexpediency 
of  polygamy,  to.  defcant  on  its  injufticb 
to  the  poor;  on  its  partial  exaltation  of 
onefex^  and  its  cruel  degradation  of  ^A^ 
otheXy  would  be  foreign  to  the  prefeijt 
purpofe.  Adapted  a?  it  may  have  been 
to  fome  periods  and  conditions  of  fociety, 
it  is  novy  generally  allowed  to  be  unfriend- 
ly  to .  population,  as  well  as  unjuft,  par- 
tial, cruel, — but  rejefted  by  the  legiflator 
and  the  philofopher,  it  will  be  found  as 
little  to  correfpond  with  the  views  and 
wifhes  of  the  voluptuary. 

If  our  religion  has  reprefled  the  licence 
of  numerous  wedlock, — for  its  ferment 

flic 
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flie  has  fubftituted  peace, —  for  its  imagf-* 
nary  enjoyments,  temperate  and  real  hap- 
pinefs.  In  thofe  countries  where  pohgamjr 
ftill  prevails,  the  Haram  is  commonly  the 
diftinftion  of  rank,  or  the  oftentation  of 
wealth,  rather  than  the  accommodation 
of  pleafureable  luxury. — ^Could  I  convey 
you  to  that  fcene  of  eaftern  corruption, 
you  would  behold  the  infenfible  or  the  fa- 
tiated  mafter;  —  either  tyrant  or  flave, 
holding  a  fullen  commerce  with  the  crea- 
tures of  his  pride,  or  funk  in  the  moft  ef- 
feminate fubjeftion  to  the  minifters  of  his 
pleafure ;— unacquainted  with  any  union 
of  intereft — a  ftranger  to  the  equality  of 
friendfhip,  and  the  interchange  of  mind* 
While  you  beheld  ignorance  and  floth 
hanging  thick  and  heavy  over  the  manfi. 
on, — ^within  the  chambers  you  would  hear 
the  many  tongues  of  difcord ; — and  would 
be  witnefs  to  the  little  and  vexatious  in- 
trigue of  female  competition.  Here  you 
would  behold  fufpicion  begetting  acri. 
mony  and  oppreffion — there,  dependence 
and  fear  giving  birth  to  all  the  low  vices 

of 
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without  love,  and  the  aftivity  of  the  mind 
either  quickened  into  contentiori,  or  flum- 
bering  in  untafted  fenfuality ; — inftrufted 
by  what  you  faw,  you  would  turn  with 
difguft  from  this  boy's  paradife,  and  em- 
bracing, for  the  fweet  comforts  of  domef* 
tic  life,  the  Jimplicity  of  Chriftian  marri- 
dge,  you  would  court  its  chaftity,  for  all 
the  truj2  vpluptuoufnefs  which  your  con- 
ilitution  is  fitted  to  enjoy* 

But  admittirig  the  reftriSiion  of  marriagef 
to  be  proper,  is  its  irtdiffbLiiblenefs  equally 
unexceptionable  ?  May  not  many  natural 
caufes  of  diflike,  unfufpefted  at  the  peri-s 
od  of  the  coritraft,  or  many  difagreeinents 
of  temper,  which  lurked  under  the  vdl 
of  artifice,  till  the  engagement  was  rati, 
fied,  defeat  the  tvhole  purpofe  of  the  in- 
ftitution,  and  convert  the  intended  fruit- 
fulnefs  alid  doftieftic  bleffing  ipto  fterility 
and  mutual  unfhappinefs  ? — yes,-^and  iri 
fome  cafes  it  is  pofTible  that  the  feparatiort 
which  redrefledthe  private  grievance  migh£ 
B  b  •  »ot 
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notbeadverfarioustothe  public  advantage; 
but  fuchis  the  condition  of  human  fociety, 
that  every  general  regulation  muft  be  lia- 
bleto  partial  inconvenience,  and  the  good 
confequences  which  follow  the  perma- 
nency of  the  marriage  contraft,  are  infinite- 
ly more  numerous  than  the  bad  ;  while  the 
certainty  of  the  conneftion  effefts  a  more 
perfeft  blending  of  interefts,  it  induces, 
*rom  the  prudence  of  either  party,  thofe 
fmall  compliances,  which,  accruing  into 
bulk,  and  hardening  into  habit,  conftitute 
that  great  bafis  of  focial  harmony, — fimi- 
larity  of  temper.  On  the  unqualified 
admiffion  of  divorce,  if  the  public  morals 
were  not  remarkably  pure,  innumerable 
evils  would  attend ;  marriage  would  be 
the  mere  fervant  of  convenience,  or  the 
pandar  of  fhameful  diflblutenefs— while 
it  fubfifled,  it  would  be  difgraced  by  a  cold 
and  jealous  difunion  of  intereft :  and  when 
by  the  breath  of  caprice  it  was  diflblved, 
— the  oflFspring  of  the  cafual  alliance 
would  be  robbed  of  their  birthright,  in 
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the  fervlces  and  affeftions  of  one  mthot 
of  their  beings 

Many  bthfer  reaforis  might  be  ad- 
duced, for  the  noxious  tendency  of  li* 
centious  divorce.  '  '  '^  But,  enough  has 
been  advanced,  to  prove,  that,  in  this 
article  o£  its  permanency,  as  well  as  in  that 
of  its  limitation,  the  frame  of  marriage, 
as  modelled  by  Chriftianity,  w,  on  the 
-whole,  admirably  adjufted  to  individual 
and  focial  good.^— We  are  certain  indeed, 
that  the  complaints  which  we  hear  on  this 
fubjeft,  are  ufually  the  complaints  of  pro* 
iligacy; — and  that  few  have  ever  been 
hurt  by  thp  weight  and  ftrifture  of  the 
matrimonial  chain ;  who,  when  they  af- 
fumed,  it  either  kept  its  right  objeft  in 
view,  or  preferved  their  judgment  free 
from  the  taint  of  corrupt  paflion,  and  the 
abufe  of  vifionary  fancy. 

On  a  review  of  what  has  been  faid,  it 

will  appeal,  that  either  compared  with 

the  other  fubjefts  of  human  cultivation, 
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or,  Handing  by  herfelf,  the  luftre  of  reli- 
gion is  eminently  fuperior  and  fplendid — 
eafy  of  ^'^  attainment ;— in  pofleffion  cer- 
tain, and  peaceful— leading  through  the 
region  of  mental  and  corporeal  perfeftion 
to  the  moft  delightful  and  fublime  pro- 
fpefts — attended  by  a  train  of  beneficial 
and  lovely  virtues ; — ^dverfe  to  pleafure 
only  when  pleafure,  from  our  nature  and 
condition,  muft  terminate  in  pain; — by 
the  providence  of  feverity  difcovering 
kindnefs  and  teneficence — ftie  muft  be  at 
lowed  to  enjoy  a  greater  capacity  of  con- 
ferring even  temporal  bleflitigs,  than  the 
greatnefs,  wealth,  or  pleafures  of  the 
world  :-^could  flie  be  degraded  to  the 
creature  of  political  iTiftitution,  ftill  would 
her  ways  and  paths  be  pleafantnefs  and 
peace  ;  and  in  her  fociety  would  be  found 
all  the  limited  fruition  which  the  cecono- 
my  of  our  prefent  ftate  will  afford. 

4«  Deut.  XXX.  14.   Rom.x.  8,  Wifd.  vi.  12,  13, 14. 
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But  if,  as  the  child  of  human  wifdom, 
our  reafon  muft  admire  and  adopt  her, 
how  wonderfully  does  fhe  rife  in  eftima- 
tion,  when  (he  comes  to  us  with  all  the 
credentials  fuited  to  her  xank,  authenti- 
cated the   DAUGHTER   OF  HeAVEN the 

ANGEL  OF  THE  MOST  HiGH — THE  SOFT- 

TONGUED  Herald  of  everlasting 
JOY !  It  is  needlefs  to  remark  the  greater 
influence  on /r^7ii  happinefs^  which  ftie 
derives  from  this  exalted  dignity  of  ex- 
traftion  and  of  office.  Were  fhe  related 
only  to  this  Jlate  of  things,  philofophy 
might  be  raifed  into  her  rival ; — as  ftie  is 
connefted  -with  another ,  fhe  laughs  at  the 
infulting  competition ;  In  the  firft  cafe  fhe 
would  be  the  trueft  friend  and  beft  coun- 
fellor  of  life ;  in  the  lafl,  fhe  afTumes  her 
more  awful  and  her  diviner  charafter,  as 
the  comforter  of  affliftion,  and  the  van^ 
quifher  of  death ! 

To  bring  together  4:he  confequences  of 

this  difcourfe,  and  to  make  the  eflefls  of 

our  holy  faith  in  its  produftion  of  tempo- 
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ral  enjoyment  more  fenfible  and  obvious^ 
let  us  for  a  moment  conficfer  the  christx* 
AM;  him  I  mean,  who  more  than  believes^ 
who/eels  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel  living 
and  energetic  in  his  heart. 

Acquainted  with  the  great  purpofe  of 
his  prefent  probationary  beings — in  what- 
ever rank  of  fociety  he  may  be  placed,  he 
fees  and  acknowledges  the  goodnefs  of  the 
divine  appointment,  is  he  by  his  ftation 
compelled  to  labour  for  his  fcanty  and 
precarious  bread  ? — Jle  knows,  that  if  on 
fome  occafions,  the  conflift  of  tqal  may 
be  ftiarp,  the  vi£lory  will  be  the  more  hp- 
nourable,  and  the  reward  of  conqueft  the 
more  abundant.  He  beholds  immediately 
over  him  the  eye  of  his  Heavenly  Father, 
and  near  him  there  is  a  friend,  from  whofe 
unfailing  goodnefs  and  power  he  can  at 
all  times  draw  comfort  and  affiftance ;  his 
bofom,  opened  by  diftrefs,  hofpitably  re. 
ceivcs  the  diftreffes  of  others;  ^d  fof- 
jened  into  general  kindnefs,  he  em- 
braces pleafure  in  the  very  lap  of  paip  • 
patience,  fMbmiffion,  chearful  compliance 

with 
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with  lowly   duty,    are   the  facrlfices  in 
which  his  fituation  is  rich  ; — thefe  he  cul-  - 
tivates ;  and  collefting  them  into  one  frag- 
rant offering,  he  prefe  nts  them  to  his  God, 
— and  his  God,  pleafed  with  the  worfhip 
of  obedience,  defcendsyr^m  the  high  and 
holy  place^  to  dwell  vnth  the  contrite  "^^  and 
humble  fpirit  ofhisfervant  I — the  world  is 
then  overcome  ;  labour  ceafes  to  be  pain- 
ful— indigence  acceptable  to  the  Lord  of 
the  univerfe ;  and  once   chofen  by   the 
Redeemer  of  man,    is  honourable  and 
pleafant ; — and  the  difcipl^  of  Jefus,  fol- 
lowed by  the  bleffing  which  his  Mafter 
pronounced  on  the  meek,  and  the  poor, 
walks  eafily  through  life,  till,  from  his 
tranfient  depreflion,  he  pafles  to  that  flate, 
where  many  who  are  fiijljhdll  be  ^^  laft^ 
in\d  who  are  loJlJhaLl  bejirjl. 

But,  is  the  votary  of  religion  invefled 
with  eminence  and  wealth — furrounded 
with  the  pride  of  life — and  with  all  the 

43  Ifai.  Ivii.  15,  44  Matt.  xix.  30. 
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luxury  of  indulgence  iii  his  grafp  ?— *th* 
fubjefl:  of  inconfiderate  triumph  is  t6  him 
the  fource  of  prudent  diftruft,  and  of  pi- 
pus  folicitude :  he  dreads  the  aggravated 
clamor  pf  the  paflions;  —  jand,  laware 
pf  the  importanee.  and  difficuhy  of  his 
delegated  ftation,  he  bends  in  eameft 
prayer  to  the  Author  of  all  Power ! — his 
prayer  is  heard,  and  his  weaknefs  fuppli- 
led  with  ftrength ;  paflion  after  paflion 
fubmits  its  violence  to  his  controul- — till 
independent,  and  monarch  of  himfelf,  he 
fees  the  path  of  falvation  widening  to  hi? 
eye,  and  ftrewed  with  flowers  under  hi* 
feet ;  is  he  engaged  in  the  aftivity  of  pub- 
lic life  ?  no  perplexity  of  low  and  trivial 
politics,  no  peevifhnefs  pf  interefted  and 
guilty  competition,  can  touch  the  elevar 
tjon  of  his  mind  ! — his^  objeft  is  extended 
good;— his  reward,  the  approbation  of 
his  hpart,  and  his  Creator— difgufted  witl^ 
the  meannefs,  or  (hocked  by  the  nidenef? 
pf  faftipn—dpes  he  fly  to  thp  dignity  an4 
filence  pf  Retirement  ?-r-ftill  is  he  bound 
to  fpciety — perhaps  as  »  hufband  and  ^, 
f^ther-7-certainly  as  a  matter,  patrpn,  an4 

bene- 
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^enefa£lor;  no  languor  hangs  upon  bis 
day,  and  no  famenefs  fatigues  it;  each 
hour,  with  its  compleated  exercifeof  duty, 
refreflies  him  with  novel  pleafure — for  the 
infinite  variety  of  devotion  and  benevd- 
fence  can  never  be  exhaufted ;  with  tho 
fame  hai^d  which  he  now  raifes  to  the  GocJ 
of  blefling,  he  now  gives  body  to  the  large 
charity  of  his  heart ;  and  as  he  diffemi- 
nates  happinefs  he  gathers  tranfport ;  the 
beauty  and  order  of  his  foul  affun^e  a 
kind  of  ftiape,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  and 
icome  forward  to  the  gaze  of  the  beholder; 
ithey  fmooth  and  open  his  brow — ^their 
fweetnefs  dlfcourfes  from  his  eyes— over 
his  whole  countenance  they  fpread  an 
fixpreflTion  and  luftre,  which  ftrike  be- 
yond the  moft  faultlefs  fymmetry  of  fev 
itures !  —  Is  he  doomed  to  feel  the  trou- 
ble to  which  hisw  fpecies  are  bora  ? — He 
knows  that  afBiftion,  in  its  longeft  period, 
muft  foon  pafs  away ;  he  fees  in  it  the  tri- 
jal  of  his  integrity,  or  the  chaftifement  of 
a  paternal  hand,  intended  to  bring  him 
pC/aref  tp  that  perfedion  after  which  he 

ftr jdns  J 
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drains ;  he  meets  it  therefore  with  acqui- 
.efirence — with  meek  confidence,  with  gra- 
titude— ^I  had  almoft  faid,  with  delight ! — 
As  he  finks  into  decay,  the  moderation  of 
his  youth  becomes  the  health  and  vigour 
of  his  age :  run  to  its  very  dregs,  his  ex- 
iftence  is  not  deftitute  of  favour;  and  if  he 
wilhes  for  its  conclufion,  it  is  lefs  from 
any  fenfc  of  its  bittemefs  or  infipidity, 
than  from  the  near  profpeft  of  more 
commanding  attraftion  f-rr-the  JL.ord  for 
whom  he  waited  is  at  hand !  and  his  ^^faul 
is  a  thirjl  for  the  living  God.^ — The  fcenc 
clofes  infoftened  melancholy^  or  rather  in 
mitigated  joyjulnefs.  At  the  bed  of  de*- 
parture,  drefled  in  more  than  their  wont- 
ed charms,  {land  the  virtues,  whofe  fel- 
lowfliip  he  cultivated  during  life ; — thefe 
quiet  the  laft  fhort  rifipgs  of  his  breath ; 
an^  putting  their  hands  gently  on  his  lids, 
refign  his  fpirit  to  his  Redeemer,  by 
whofe  interceffion,  wafhed  from  the  ftain 

45  Pfalin  xlii,  2» 
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of  human  frailty,  it  is  admitted  to  the 
throne  of  the  Supreme  HotiNfisa, 

Such  is  the  imperfefl  draught  of  a  cha- 
rafter,  which,  even  in  this  age  of  trite 
libertinifm,  of  felfifh  and  vulgar  fenfuality, 
is  not  entirely  unknown ;  attached  to  that 
mediocrity  of  life,  which  is  removed  from 
thofe  feverer  trials  that  ftiake  the  extremes^ 
it  is  yet  frequently  found  affociated  with 
the  higheft  and  the  loweft  condition ;  and 
this  Chrijlian  charaHer,  my  Brethren,  I 
would  prefs  upon  you^  imitation,  by  the 
0rong  argument  of  prefent  delight. 

When  in  Chrijl's  ^^Jlead  I  pray  you  to 
he  reconciled  to  Godj  I  do  not  urge  the 
caufe  of  barren  duty ; — I  do  not  advife 
you  to  overlook  the  recompence  of  re- 
ward ;  I  do  not  point  to  remote  bleflings 
for  your  compenfation ; — I  do  not  a|k  you 
to  relinquifh  this  world  for  another,  which 
your  weak  fight  cannot  command,  and 

j^  2  Cpr,  V.  CQ, 
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on  which  it  cannot  fteadily  repofe ! — no 
— be  reconciledf  I  moll  earneftjy  conjure 
you,  to  God^  and  —  take  your  reward  ! 
— 2ls  far  as  your  prefent  ftate  will  admit 
— ^be  immediately  happy! — ^ufe,  and  im- 
prove the  world  which  you  inhabit! — 
inake  poverty  refpeftable  and  eafy !  teach 
wealth  to  be  more  fruitful  of  enjoyment ! 
give  comfort  to  affliftiop,  liability  to 
health,  patience  to  ficknefs ;  to  pleafure, 
felifti,  confequencp,  ?ind  novelty  \ 

There  was  a  period,  when  our  holy 
faith  bade  its  followers  to  take  up  thecrofsi 
and  4t  that  period,  there  were  multitudes, 
whom  neither  tribulation,  ^''  nor  dijirefs^ 
nor  perfecuiion,  nor  famine^  nor  nakednefs^ 
nor  peril,  nor  /word,  could  feparaiefrcmk 
truE  LOVE  OF  Christ  :  that  rich  cordial 
for  every  pain,  that  magic^  which  could 
change  the  ferpent  of  worldly  evil  into 
the  rod  of  the  divine  falvation  /  with  hea-r 
ven  in  his  bofom,  man  was  fafe  from  the 

il  Rom.  viii.  35. 
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enmity  of  hell ! — And  now,  my  Brethren 
when  obvious  good  has  fucceeded  to  the 
vienace  of  iriflidion, — what  can  with-hold 
you  from   this   efficient   love    of 
YOUR  Redeemer?  Does  the  eloquence 
of  fome  vice  plead  againft  it  in  your 
heart  ?  to  welcome  it  muft  you  tear  your- 
felves  from  the  arms  of  fome  darling  ha* 
bit,  which  is  become  almoft  as  your  own 
foul? — the  effort  muft  be   ftrong; — ^but 
hefitate  not  to  make  it  pluck  out  ^^  this  evil 
eye  !  cut  off  this  offending  hand  ! — and  for 
the  painful  exploit  you  will  be  largely 
compenfated,  by  the  treafures  of  a  regu- 
lated temper,  compofed  wilhes,   fubmif* 
five  paffions,  the  fweet  congratulation  of 
confcience,  and  Sihope full  of  immortality  ! 
and  are  not  thefe  fufficient  for  your  hap- 
pinefs? — Does  your  predominant  paflion 
a(k  for  its  particular  iudulgence  ? — it  Ihall 
not  be  refufed — for  to  limit  its  excefs, 
and  to  govern  its  aim,  are  the  whole  of 
religion's  moderate  requiftions ;  go,  flic 

4*  N^.  V.  29,  30. 
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bids  you,  and,  with  the  nerves  of  oEliif^ 
virtue^  climb  to  honourable  diJiinElion ! 
•"—go,  and  by  honeft  indujlry,  folicit  the 
competence  of  eafy  life,  or  the  fuperfluity 
of  extended  beneficence!  go,  and  when 
your  mind  retires  from  its  accompliflied 
duty,  reftore  it  with  quiet  recreation ! 
eat  your  49  bread  with  joy^  and  drink  your 
wine  zvith  a  merry  fpirit!  in  the  circle  of 
virtuous  fociety  partake  of.  the  feaft  of 
reafon;  zxiAJhew  thatgladnefs  is  ^""for  the 
upright  in  heart  /  Are  you  impatiint  of 
this  bounded  gratification  ?  It  is  all,  my 
fons,  that  I  can  now  grant !  but  in  thofe 
reahns  to  which  I  lead,  your  nobler  pa/G^ 
ons  fljall  not  complain  of  my  frugal  /mi- 
tation ;  for  the  artificial  rank^  the  vain 
and  uncertain  wealth,  the  (hadowy  and 
fickly  pleafures  for  which  they  toil  upon 
earth,  in  myfuperior  worlds  they  fliall  be 
gratified  with  a  perpetual  afcent  of  being; 
with  thofe  true  riches  which  can  never 
fail ;  with  that  joy,  and  thofe  pleafures, 

49  Eccle.ix.  7.  50  Plalmxcvii.  ii« 
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which  ftamd  for  ever  in  the  prefence^  and 
at  the  right  hand  of  God  / 

We  hear ! — r-Thou  breath  5«  of  the  Al- 
mighty s  power  J  and  pure  influence  of  his 
glory/  we  hear  thee,  and  will  obey!  whi- 
ther thou  leadeft  we  'will  follow !  and  ac- 
knowledging  the  pleafantnefs  of  thy  ways, 
we  will  tread  firmly  in  thy  paths,  which, 
from  all  the  peace  of  this  life  will  conduft 
us  to  that  peace  which  pajfeth  underhand- 
ingy  and  terminate  in  the  full  blef/ednefs  of 
Heaven. 

5»'  Wifd.  vii.  25. 
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On  die  Birth,  Dignity  and  Cha* 
RACTER  of  the  Messiah* 

Isaiah  IX<  6* 

tJNTO  tJS  A  CHILD  IS  BDRM,-.UNTO  US  A 
SON  IS  OIVEN,.^AND  THE  GOVERNMENT 
SHALL  BE  UPON  HIS  SHOULDER^  AND  HIS 
NAME  SHALL  BE  CALLED  WONDERFUL, 
COUNSELLOR,  THE  EVERLASTING  FATHER, 
TliE  PRINCE  OF  PEACEj 

AM O N G  the  prophefies  of  the  Olcl 
Teibment,  which  announce  the 
Gofpel  difpenfation,  thofe  of  Ifaiah  are 
diftinguifhed  by  a  cleafnefsi  accuracy, 
and  extent,  which  have  juftly  acquired 
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ibrhiihthe  title  of  Evangelical.  Thc^ 
incarnation^  and  miniftry;  the  fufferings 
and  triumph  of  the  Son  of  G6d  )— with 
the  whole  fcheme  of  his  fpiritual  kingdom^ 
from  the  adoption  of  the  Gentiles  and  the 
rejeftion  of  the  Jews,  to  the  period  of  its 
final  and  univerial  prevalence — were  in- 
dulged to  the  vifion  of  this  illuftrious  pro- 
pheti 

But  on  tie  page  of  proplifefy  fome  dark- 
hefs  will  neceffarily  reflb  And^  from  the 
chara^er  of  eaftern  eloqtiente^  prone  to 
'violent  tranfitions^  and  fond  of  daring 
images^  this  darknefs  has  c6ntra£led  a 
deeper  (hade.  If  to  thefe  caufibs  of  obfcu* 
rity  be  added  the  narrownefs  and  poverty 
of  the  faered  language  itfelf,  in  which  one 
Word  is  frequently  fufceptible  of  various 
meanings,  we  (hall  not  be  furprized  to  find 
fome  of  the  plaineft  prediftions  of  Jefus 
wrefted  from  their  direft  aim,  and  pointedl 
towards  other  objeSs. — ^From  hence  has 
arifen  the  notion  of  prophefies  which  em- 
bracing two  events,  have  admitjted  oFtwa 
C  c  accom^ 


/ 

/ 


/ 


Digitized  by  Google 


402  SERMON     Xr. 

accompliftitteiltfr*-a  notion  which  i$  cfefti- 
tute  of  proof  ;-^-and  which,  admiffible  with 
certain  qualifications,  is  capable  of  being 
tttended  to  pernicious  confequencea. 

Fmm  the  f«e  dF  many  other  very  dif- 
tin6l  prtdiftions^  that  which  you  hav6  juft 
heard  has  happily  betn  exempted^  The 
terms  m  which  it  is  expreffed,  aad  the  at- 
tributes which  it  affigns  to  its  wcmderful 
fubjeft,  are  fo  lofty  and  magnifieient  as  to 
make  it  applicable  folely  to  the  Meffiahs. 
If  any  other  appropriation  of  h  has  ^ever 
keen  attempted^  its  fenftity  has  been  found' 
fuperior  ta  the  vtolation  j  and  the  attempt 
to  overturn  the  tmited^^ecJfions  of  thfc 
Evangeltfls,  the  aticient  Jews,  and  the 
whole  body^of  Chriftians,.  has  «iderf  in  the 
confiifion  it  merited. 

From  the  place  which  this  pfrediSiott 
occupies  in  die  prophetic  volume,  it  ap- 
pears evidently  to  be  connefted  with  the 
fign  granted  to  the  houfe  of  David;  and 
the  child  now  prcfented  to  us  in  fuch  ^ 

blaze 
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tlaze'  of  chara£ler,  to  be  the  myfterioiis 
IxMMANUEL,  who  was  lately  more  imper- 
feftly  foretold.  From  the  feventh  chapter* 
the  prophet,  while  he  mingles  promifes 
and  threatnings  to  his  country,  feems  like, 
wife  to  blend  theprefentandthe  future, — 
the  temporal  and  the  fpiritual.  No  fooner 
has  he  fupplied  remote  and  dark  confola- 
tion  to  the  diftreffed  family  of  David, 
than  td  Aha^,  the  refigning  individual  ot 
that  family,  he  adminifters  comfort,  of  a 
fpecieS  bettef-  adapted  to  that  prince's  tem- 
per and  wants,  by  announcing  the  imme, 
diate  ruin  of  his  formidable  enemies.  On 
this  fubjefl  the  prophet  is  principally  en- 
gaged-^till,  from*  the  eighth  verfe  of  the! 
eighth  chapter,  he  hurries  frequently  inter 
allufions  td  the  Meffiahs  and  his  kingdom. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  following  chapter, 
thefe  manifeftJy  take  full  pofleffion  of  his 
mind — ^aftefr  calling  our  attention  by  a 
ftrain  of  high  poetry  to  the  advantages 
which  were  to  follow  the  fuccefs  of  chrif- 
tianity  ;  and  juft  hinting  at  the  dreadful' 
overthrow  which  awaited  iheadverfaries  of 
Cc  2  God, 
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God, — ^he  gives  the  adequate  caufe  of 
thefe  great  effefts,  in  the  birth  and  confe- 
qucnce  of  the  perfon  defcribcd  in  the  ftri- 
king  fublimity  of  the  text— for  unto  us  a 
child  is  bom  ! — unto  us  a  Jon  is  givtn!  Mnd 
the  government  Jhall  be  upon  hisjhoulder, 
and  he  Jhall  be  calledwonderful  Coutifellor  f 
the  mighty  God  !  the  everlafiing  Father ! — 
the  Prince  of  Peace. 

Having  confidered  the  context  pf  this 
remarkable  prediftion,  let  us  proceed  to 
its  particular  examination. 

It  opens  with  great  fpirit  and  rapture. — 
The  long  interval  between  the  times  of 
Ifaiah  and  Chrift  is  wholly  loft^ — to  the 
glorious"  anticipation  of  prophefy,  the  dif- 
tant  event  is  prefent;  and  the  Virgin's 

OFFSPRING  IS  ALREADY  BORN  ! — THE 
PECULIAR  SON  OF  MAN,  AND  OF  GOD^IS 
ALREADY  GIVBN 1 


He 
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He  is  bom, — ^and  as  in  all  things  he  *  is 
to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren, —  as 
he  is  to  feel  all  the  infirmities  of  humanity 
which  have  no  alliance  with  fin; — as  here, 
after  he  is  to  be  a  man  *  of  forrows,  and 
acquainted  with  grief— ht  now  fubmits  to 
the  pains  and  weaknefles  of  our  com- 
mencing Hfe — he  becomes  an  infant — fub- 
jeft  to  parental  authority ; — andgracioufly 
.drawing  a  veil  over  the  fuloefs  .of  the  god- 
head^ grows,  like  the  imperfeft  nature 
which  he  adopts,  in  wifdom  ^  as  well  as  in 
Jiatwre, 

He  is  given  by  the  mercy  of  the  eter- 
nal Father;  who,  as  the  fupreme  roa-» 
giftrate,  could  either  refufe  or  accept  the 
fatisfa£lion  offered  for  the  violation  of  his 
laws ; — and  by  himself,  who,  being  in  the 
form  ^  of  God,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his 
perfon,  volunt^arily  defcends  to  the  likenefs 
of  man,  and,  as  our  ^  ranfom,  becomes  e?^^- 
(iient  unto  death. 

>  Heb.  ii.  17.         •  Ifai.  liii.  3. 

3  Luke  iu  52.        '4  Phil.  li.  6,        ^  t  Tim.  11.  6. 

C  c  3  Let 
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Let  us  regard  for  g.  moment  fomeof  the 
circumftancps  which  diftinguiflied  this 
pventful  f^rth; — the  communication  pf 
this  ineftimable  ^?/?. 

Frorn  the  earlieft  times, — the  promifp 
given  at  the  fall,  and  in  clearer  terms  rcr 
nfewed  to  Abraham  and  his  immediate  d^r 
fcendants,  feems  tp  have  excited  throughr 
out  the  eaft  fome  faint  and  obfcdre  ex- 
peftation  of  a  great  Deliverer  who  was  to 
appear  upon,  earth.  With  the  Jews,,  in 
confequenpe  pf  a  feries  of  predictions  diU 
clofing  the  nature,  oflFice,  and  power  of 
this  extrabrdinar}'perfon,  and  determining 
with  Angular  precifion  tb6  period  of  hi? 
coming,  this  expeflation  was  more  ardent, 
and  directed  with  better  information. 

When  the  law-giver  «  Aad  jufl  departed 

from  Judak ; — and  thtfeventy  ^  x^eeks  drew 

near  to  their  accomplifhment — under  the 

reign  of  Apguftus,  the  whole  nation  pf  the 

p  G^,  xHx.  ip.  %  Dan.  ix,  24. 

Jew? 
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Jews  looked  for  the  indant  appearance  of 
llieir  heavenly  king.  But  from  the  glow- 
ing language  of  the  prophets,  ipQamed  by 
ihe  glories  of  Chrift's  fpiritual  doqiinion, 
this  infetuated  people,  confiftently  with 
the  ufual  groffneft  of  their  chara£ler,  de- 
rived the  affurance  of  temporal  fo vereignty 
and  conqueft. — The  prince  Mejfieih,  who 
was  to  Jit  on  the  throne  of  his  father  David' 
was,as  they  fondly  jimagined,  to  refcuc  his 
fubje£l$  from  4^ir  human  adverfaries; 
£md,  aided  by  the  n^anifefied  arm  pf  th^ 
Almighty,  was  to  make  Judea  the  pride 
juid  miflxds  of  the  wprld* 

How  ill-fqited  to  this  dream  of  earthly 
jgrandeur  was  the  b^rth  of  our  humble 
Jefus-rit  is  almoft  uqneceiTary  to  remark. 
Porn  in  the  ftable  gf  an  inn — ^of  parentage 
whofe  royal  blood  was  loft  in  the  ipean- 
nefs  of  their  condition — the  fon  of  Mary 
(came  to  vilify  the  pageantry  of  greiatuefs, 
jind  tofcatter  the  proud  in  the  ima^natig?} 
of  their  hearts. 

C  c  4  But 
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But  the  coming  of  the  Mefliahs,  thougI( 
unattended  with  circurpftances  calculated 
to  flatter  the  prejudices  of  his  country^ 
men,  was  accompanied  by  honours  of  a 
higher  nature,  and  fuch  as  were  more  ex- 
preflive  of  the  kingdom  which  he  was  to 
eftablifh.  To  the  lowly,  the  pious,  and 
the  SIMPLE,  the  immediate  meflfengers  of 
God  carried  the  good  tidings  of  great joy.-^ 
.  To  afcertain  to  the  homage  of  wisdomi 
find  SCIENCE,  iu  proper  and  illuftrious 
objeft,  a  new  ftar  was  kindled  in  tfee  ead; 
r^to  welcome  tjie INCARNATE  divinity^ 
the  lips  of  ^  PROPHESY  which  had  fo  long 
l)pen  clofed  were  again  opened ; — and,  iq 
acknowledgement  of  the  goodnefs  of  the 
giver,  and  the  greatnefe  of  the  gift — the 
multitude  ^  of  the  heaverdy  hojl  proclaimed 

GLORY  TOGqD,  PEACp  and  GOOD  WILL 

TOWARDS  men! 

And  never,  fince  the  divine  Grace  firfl; 
pommunicated  with  our  world,  were  thefe 

I  jA|kc  1. 68.    ii.  ap,  9  J^Utc  ii.  13. 

celcdi^ 
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iselcftial  Heralds  engaged  in  ap  office,  Iq 
Honourable,  and  fo  important  !«^for  he 
whom  they  proclaim  is  thp  son  »°  of  thk 

HIGHEST-^THE  HEIR  **  OF  ALL  thiug^-y 

and  the  government  JhcUl  h  upon  hisjhouir 
(tcr! 

In  almoft  all  the  prophefies  which  refer 
to  the  Meffiah,  we  find  him  reprefented  as 
a  king.    Unto  •*  Shiloh  was  to  be  the  g  a-*- 

THERING     OF    THE    PEOPLE,       It    Was    f| 

pCEPTRE  *3  which  was  to  rife  out  of  Ifrael 
r^the  KING  xvho  was  to  be  feated  ^*  on  the 
holy  hill  of  Sion — was  to  rule  in  the  mtdfi 
pf  ^5  his  enemies : — and  the  '^  government 
p)(is  to  be  cqnmitted  to  his  hand. 

From  thefe,  and  many  other  paflages  in 
the  writings  pf  the  prophets,  which  clearly 
finnounce  the  future  royalty  of  the  Meffiah, 
the  Jews  were  Jed,  as  we  have  already 

»o  Luke  i.  32.  ii  Hcb.  i.  s. 

I*  Gen.  xHx.  10,  »3  Numb.  xxiv.  17. 


H  Pfaira  ii.  6,  8,  »5  Plalm  ex.  2. 

|6  Ifai.  xxii.  241 


noticed, 
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noticed,  tp  tite  expe6l«ttioB  of  a  temporal 
monarch.      Nothing,  however,    but  the 
iimng  abufc  of  their  carnal  prejudiceflr, 
could  in  this  inftance  have  clofed  their 
fiyes  againft  the  rays  of  truth.     For  fbm« 
pf  the  attributes  of  this  king  and  4iis  king- 
dom  Were  of  a  nature  wholly  inapplicable 
to  any  temporal  potentate  or  empire— air 
though  the  one  (hould  extend  from  tfie  rh 
fing  to  the  fetting  of  the  fun : — ^and  before 
the  other,  alt  kings JkoTild'^  fall  d^zuriy  all 
people  and  nations Jhauld  offer  homage.-^ 
l£  tke  '^  David  of  prc^hetic  langn3gc  wa$ 
to  r^ign  over  the  poftcrity  of  Abraham^ 
he  was  to  be  their  princeyi?r  €ver;  if  do- 
minion and  *^  a  kingdom  were  to  he  given 
to  THE  Son  of  Man— it  was  a  kingdom 
which  Jhpuld  net  be  deftroyed,  and  dominir 
on  which  Jkould  not  pafs  away :  now,  if 
giory  and  extent  in  almoft  any  decree  may 
be  challenged  by  human  greatncfe  —  its 
moft  arrogant  pretenfion^  can  never  reach 
to  eterfial' durationf 

17  Pfalmlxxii.  11/  >•  Ezek.  xxxarii.  24, 25. 

tS  Dan.  vn.  14. 

The 
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The  prepoffeflion,  however,  of  the  Jews, 
fti  favour  of  a  worldly  and  conquering 
Iklefliah,  was  top  deeply  rooted  ever  to 
be  extirpated;— it  extended  to  the  immer 
diate  difciples  of  Jefus — and  it  was  not 
till  their  minds  were  illuminated  ]by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  they  had  heard  their 
Matter,  after  his  refurre6lion,  declaringi 
that  all  power  was  ^"^  given  to  him, — that 
jthefe  ele%d  founder3  of  the  Chriftian 
phurch  could  entertain  a  juft  conception 
pf  that  kingdom^  the  magnificepce  of 
which  had  fatiguecj  the  ftrength  aad  bold- 
nefs  of  prpphefy,  dreffed  in  the  richeft 
i:olc)urs  of  qriental  diflion ;  thus  inftru£l- 
pd,  indeed,  they  at  laft  beheld  their  Lord 
prdaimd  to  be  jiidge  of  the  living  and 
ike  deed  ;  fitting  at  the  right "  hand  of  the 
phrone  oj  Godj  head  over  »3  a//  things^  and 
exalted,  in  the  nature  wjiich  he  had  ai^ 
fumed,  far  above  all  principality  andpozo* 
fr^  with  angels  and  authorities  «4  fnade/ub- 
jeSi  unto  him. 

«o  Matt,  xxviii.  18.         «»  AQs  x.  42. 

«2  Heb.'xii.  2.  23  Ephef.  i.  22.  ^ 


^i  1  Pet.  iii.  2J4. 


BHt 
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But,  this  heavenly  fupremacy  wsks  pot 
the  only  goVemment  which  was  to  de- 
volve on  the  Meffiah: — ^he  was  to  be  ui- 
vefted  likewife  with  all  power  upon  earth; 
kings  were  "^  to  come  to  the  brightnefs  of 
his  rijing  ;  every  knee  *^  was  to  bow  at  his 
name^  and  every  tongue  to  conjejs  him 
JjorL 

In  this  view  of  it  alfo,  the  kingdom  of 
Jefus  was  diftinftly  feen  by  every  eye,  but 
that  of  Jewifh  prepofleflion,  from  a  fource 
apparently  the  moft  fcanty  and  inconfii^ 
derable,  the  ftream  of  the  Gofpel,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  ftrongeft  efforts  of  human 
power,  foon  fpread  over  the  greater  part 
of  the  habitable  world  ;-^though  it  may 
have  fince  fhrunk  a  little  from  its  ancient 
bounds-^this  fpiritual  dominion  of  Chrift, 
overturned  neither  by  the  arms  of  barba- 
rians in  the  eaft,  nor  by  the  degeneracy 
of  Chriftians  in  the  weft,  ftill  maintains 
itfelf  in  vigour  and  extent ;  and  hereafc 

•6  Ifei.  k.  3.  tS  Philji.  lo,  ti. 

ter, 
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ter,  as  we  believe,  with  confidence  iarpi- 
red  by  the  vifible  accompliflunent  of  fo 
many  prediftions,  it  will  not  only  fill  its 
old  channels — ^but  overflow  the  whole 
earth.  The  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  fliall 
croud  the  courts  of  our  Lord — and  the 
once  favoured  people  of  God,  releafed 
from  their  long  and  miferable  bhndnefs, 
fliall  acknowledge  in  the  humble,  patient, 
crucified  Jesus,  their  triumphant,  kingly 
and  glorious  Me  s  s  i  a  h  ! 

Thus  clearly  verified  in  our  Redeemer, 
was  that  part  of  the  prophetic  text  which 
is  immediately  before  us.  When  by  his 
expiatory  facrifice,  the  period  of  his  earth- 
ly minihry  was  clofed,  and  as  the  captain 
of  our  falvation^  he  was  made  perfed  by 
fuffering,  the  government  in  Heaven  and 
on  earth  was  placed  upon  his  (houlder — 
and  he  was  eftabliflied  ofi  the^^  throne 
which  is  for  ever  and  ever. 

«7  Heb.i  8. 

From 
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From  the  power  and  regal  office^  thtf 
Prophet  advances  to  the  perfonal  charac^ 
iers  of  the  child,  whofe  birth  he  foretells 
— ani  his  name  JhaM  be  called  wonderful 
Qmnfellorl    Whether  thefe  words  fhould 
Hand  as  they  do  id  our  tranflatioa^  or 
whether  they  ftiould  be  conne6led  as  the 
odfunB  and  its  fvJ?je^i   is  an  unftfttled 
point  of  very  immaterial  cOnfecjuence. — 
Nor  of  greater  importance  is  the  triOing 
variation  of  meaning  afligned  to  the  word 
which  is  tranflated  wonderful.    With  ei- 
ther fenfe,   by  itfelf,  or  afTociated  with 
Counfeltor^  it  imports  foiAething  extraor- 
dinary und  great;  and  is  ftriftly  in  its 
place^  whan  adapted  to  the  Mefiiahs  of 
Chriftian  belkf« 

HeJheU  be  zdondetfidi — $nd  finely  He^ 
whofe  miniftry,  death  and  reftirreftioo^ 
are  recorded  by  the  Evang6lifts,  was  fu-^ 
premely  wonderful !— cxpofed  to  all  the 
innocent  weaknefles  of  humanity — yet. 
Lord  of  Nature,  and  invefted  with  al- 
mighty 
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Ihighty  power! — able  to  command  *^  the 
Hoft  of  Heaven,  yet.  fubmitting  to  the 
kifults  and  cruehy  of  man  ! — condefcend- 
ing  to  tafte  of  death,  only  that  he  might 
affert  his  fovereignty  over  that  offspring 
and  puniftiment  of  fin! — now  hanging 
•deilitute  of  aid  upon  the  crofs — and  now 
rifinginviftory  from  the  grave,  avA  lead- 
ing *9  captivity  captive  I 

He  JhaUie  of  fecret  and  fv^mrier  dig- 
nity !— and  fo  furely  was  the  holy  3**  Chiid 
Jejus  \ — ^When  prefented  in  the  4iempfc, 
by  parents,  whc^  indigence  could  britfg 
only  the  pooreft  offering  admitted  by  the 
law, — ^he  was  acknowledged  for  thefalvA* 
tion  of  the  Lord  ;  the  light  of  the  »*  Gentiles^ 
the  glory  of  Ifrajel!  Placed  in  a  low  rank 
of  focicty,  and  the  inhabitant  of  an  ob- 
fcure  villagse, .  ho  fooaer  has  he  entered 
on  his  Miniflry,  than  the  attention,  xn>t 
of  Jttdea  alone,  l)ut  of  aR  the  region  round 
4tiovif  is  violently  excited. — fear  cemes 

^  Matt.  xxvi.  ^2r  ^  Ephc.  iv.  8/ 

^  Afbiv.  «7.  31  Luke  ii.  90,  31,  32^; 

Upon 
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upon  ^  all;  and  the  rumour  is  every  whi^ri^ 
loud,  that  a  great  Prophet  was  rifen  up, 
and  that  God  had  vifited  his  people^  Shall 
we,  then,  with  the  Nazarenes  exelaim^ 
Is  not  this  the  carpenter's  f on? — Whence 
hath  he  ^  this  idfdom,  and  theft  mighty 
ttiorks?  Of  ftiall  we  not  rather  afk  witk 
the  wondering  Samaritafn— ^/i  not  this  3*  the 
Chrift? 

Yes. — ^To  hi&  ccMintryrnen  we  might  fay 
*— this  man,  by  the  humility  of  whofe 
condition  you  are  offended^  is  that  mighty 
Saviour  who  was  to  redeem  Ifrael: — and 
his  dignity  is  not  only  fuperior  to  the 
promife  of  his  outward  circimnilances, 
but  more  exahed  even  than  that  of  the 
Meffiah,  for  whom  you  ft)  impatiently 
wait !  Your  predifted  Deliverer  of  the 
family  of  David  was  to  refemble  86  joxtv 
great  legiflator  Mofes ;  but  this  Man,  bear- 
ing that  refemblance  in  his  prophetic  and 
mediatorical  charafters,   is  elevated  far 

8*  Lukevii.  16,  tj.  M  Matt.  xiiL^^. 

34  John  iv.  2gr*  %5  Deut.  Xmu  15. 

above 
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dbove  the  difpenfer  of  your  law*  His 
power  is  not  only  more  fplendid,  bvtmore 
immediately  his  axmt.  To  give  him  the 
command,  and  to  fupply  him  with  the 
aihftance,  the  oraculor  glory  does 
not  defcend*  He  operates  by  the  Divi* 
KiTY  OF  HIS  Nature — and  it  is  the 
God  refident  in  him  who  calms  the  tem* 
peft,  cafts  out  devils,  explores  the  dark 
windings  of  human  thought;  bids  the 
blind  to  fee,  the  deaf  to  hear,  the  lame  to 
walk— -the  dead  to  arife* 

The  MeflBah  whom  you  expe£l  was  to 
be  king  and  conqueror^  prieft  and  pro* 
phet.— But  this  man  (hall  be  raifed  high 
above  the  loftieftilight  of  worldly  power; 
— ^his  conquefts  fliall  extend  over  thofc 
fpiritual  enemies  of  our  nature — ^thema* 
lignity  of  fin,  and  the  termrs  of  the  grave; 
— to  make  atonement  for  his  people,  he 
Jhdl  enter  by  his  3«  ovm  blood  into  ikt  hdy 
place^  there  in  the  immediate  court  of  God 

3^  Heb.  ix.  18. 

Dd  to 
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to  officiate  as  an  cverkfting  pried ; — and 
his  communication  with  the  most  High 
is;  far  more  direft  and  perfe£l  than  that  of 
the  prophets — for  he  is  the  only  37  begotten 

Son  WHO  IS  IN  THE  BOSOM  OF  THE  Ea- 

THRR — THE  Counsellor  who,  intimate 
with  all  the  purpofes  of  eternal  wifdom, 
juftice,  ami  mercy — comes  to  reveal  to 
us  the  38  myjlery  which^  from  the  beginning 
cfthe  -worlds  hath  bem  hid  in  God! 

With  this  explication,  the  words  which 
we  have  been  coniidering  are  ftrongly 
charafteriftical  of  our  bleffed  Lord.  He 
was  indeed  wonderful  Counfellor; — and, 
as  the  Prophet,  rifing  in  his  language  and 
conception,  next  announces  him, — the 
MIGHTY  God! — a  fublime,  awful  title! 
but,  in  the  appropriation  of  it  to  the  Man 
Christ  Jesus,  all  the  writers  of  the 
New  Teftament,  Evangelifts  and  A^oftles^ 
unanimoufly  concur. 

37  John  i.  18.  3B  Ephef.  iii.  9. 

Through- 
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^Throughout  thfc  infpired  volume,  vre 
find  our  Lord  invefted^ith  the  higher 
pre-eminencies  of  Divinity;— propofed  as. 
thejuft39obje£^  of  religious  worfliip  ;— 
affuming  power  as  Lord  ^'^  even  of  the  Sab- 
bath— that  immediate  inftitution  of  the 
Supreme,  Aflerting  a  god4ike  indepcn^ 
dency  in  ^*  the  difpofal  of  himfelf ;  declar- 
ing that  he  had  ^  life  in  himfelf,  and,  as 
the  fountain  of  life,  could  communicate  it 
to  others;  and  claiming  to  be  ^^  honoured 
by  all  men,  as  they  honoured  the  Father, 
with  whom  (in  counfels  at  leaft  and  attri- 
butes) he  was  *♦  one.  On  a  particular  oc- 
cafion,  we  hear  his  name  invoked  in  45  the 
folemnity  of  an  oath ;  and  every  where 
we  fee  him  varioufly  diftinguiflied  as  the 
word,  who  in  ^^  the  beginning  was  with 
God,  who  was  God,  and  by  whom  all  things 
were  rmde.     As  Lord  over  *7  ally — both 

W  Matt,  xxviii.  17.  Luke  xxiv.  52.    John  xx.  8* 
40  Lukcvi.  5.  4>  Johnx.  i8* 

4«  John  V.  26.  43  John  v.  23. 

'     44  J®hnx.  30,  45  Rom.  ix.  i. 

46  John  i.  li  2,3.  47  Rom.x.  iZi 

D  d  2  dead 
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dead  ^  and  living.  As  God  4»  bUfedfor^ 
ever.  As  the  great  s^  God,  who,  divejiing 
him/elf  ^"^  of  his  glory,  came  ««  dorm  and 
was  w  manifejl  in  theJUJh.  As  the  bright- 
nefs  5*  of  the  eternal  glory,  who  upholds  ail 
things  by  his  pom)er.  As  the  king  ^5  qf 
kings,  and  lord  of  lords^^the  fame  yefler- 
day,  6*  to-day,  and  for  ever.  As  he  who 
Cometh  ^f  in  douds^-ihe firfl  and  the  IqfU^ 
who  was,  who  isp  and  who  is  to  come,  the, 
Almighty* 

This  k  only  «n  imperfed:  iketch  of  the 
copious  evidence  fupplkd  by  the  New 
Teftamenty  for  the  divinity  of  (a)  the 

Author 

48  Rom.  xiv.  9.  49  Rom.  ix.  5. 

50  Tit.  ii.  13.  5«  Phil.  it.  7. 

53  John  iii.  i8«  «3  1  Tim.  iti.  16. 

6i  H^b.  i.  3t  5$  Rev.  xviL  14. 

56  Heb,  xiii.  8.  61  Rev.  i.  8. 

(a)  The  reader  who  Is  at  all  acquainted  with  tht  So- 
cinian  controverfy,  need  not  be  informed  *f  the  de- 
gree of  violence  neceffary  to  overcome  the  direft  oppa« 
fition  of  many  of  the  above  cited  texts  to  the  theology 
of  the  Socinians.  This  ftrange  denomination  of  Chrif* 

tians 
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Author  and  Fvnipier  of  our  Fajihj  who  is 
i^allcd,  by  Jeremiah,  the  Lsyrd  our  Righ- 

teoufnefs^ 

iians  can  indeed  fupport  itfelf  only  by  the  moft  iarCtA. 
and  arbitrary,  and  even  contradi3ory  expofitions  of 
the  Sacred  Text.  Thefi^  however,  from  our  long  ex* 
perience  of  them,  have  ceafed  to  be  the  fubjefis  of  our 
furprife.  But,  we  have  lately  witnefled  an  attack  on 
fome  of  the  articles  of  Chriilian  belief,  unexampled 
among  the  followers  of  Chrift ;  and,  for  audacity,  al* 
moft  without  parallel  among  the  difciples  of  Socinus. 
It  would  perhaps  be  a  work  of  1^0  great  difficulty,  to  at- 
tend the  author  of  the  tarly  opinions  concerning  Jefus 
Chrijl^  in  the  progrefs  of. his  difquifition;  and,  by  efta- 
blifliing  the  concurrence  of  the  Church,  fince  the  days 
of  St.  John,  in  the  Divinity  of  Jesus,  to  over, 
throw  a  fyflem  which  is  founded  principally  on  bold 
allertion.  Bat,  the  queftionj  mufi  eventually  be  deci. 
ded  by  tha  Scriptures ;  and  on  this  ground,  with  an  ad- 
miflion  of  the  authenticity  of  the  facred  canon,  we 
might  reafonably  affurc  ourfelves  of  viftory.  With  a 
Chrijlian  writer,  however,  who  Can  charge  the  great 
Apoflle  of  the  Gentiles  with  inconclujive  reafoning^ 
4nd  can  facrifice  to  his  refentment  any  part  of  the 
evangelical  hiftory  which  may  have  the  misfortune  to 
contradifl  his  pofitions,  it  would  be  diffictj|t  to  engage 
upon  any  grounds  While  I  heartily  concur  with  the 
world,  in  paying  to  Dr.  P.  all  the  refpe£l  due  to  a  be- 

58  Jer.  xxiii,  6. 

D  d  3  nefa£lor 
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teoufnefs ;  and  by  Ifaiah,  in  the  paffage 
before  us,  the  mighty  God. 

The  Prophet,  in  his  defcription  of  the 
approaching  Saviour  of  the  World,  hav- 
ing, by  three  grand  fteps,  cHmed  to  the 
lofticft  fumihit  of  poflible  greatnefs,  pro- 
ceeds to  ifome  peculiar  eminencies  of  dig- 
nity, which  more  accurately  determine 
the  glorious  objeft  of  his  vifion. — ^The 
'MIGHTY  God  fliall  alfo  be  the  ever- 
lasting Father,  and  the  Prince  o? 
Peace  !- 

To  the  former  of  thefe  marking  cha- 
rafters,  different  interpretations  have  been 
affigned ;  but,  with  all  its  imputed  mean- 
ings, it  clearly  belongs  to  our  Lord  Jefus; 
Chrift.     For,  apprehending  its  firft  fenfe, 

nefaftor  of  fcience,  he  muft  forgive  me  if  I  lament, 
that  he  ever  quitted  thofe  ftudies  in  which  he  is  fo  well 
qualified  to  fucceed,  and  to  be  ufeful  to  his  fpecies,  for 
thofe  in  which  the  produce  of  his  labours  can  be  ac- 
ceptable to  none  but  the  enemies  of  that  religion  which 
he  profefTes  to  venerate. 

as 
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as  it  (lands  in  our  tranflation,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  recolleft,  that,  in  the  Sacred 
Writings,  fuperiors  and  mafters,  civil  and 
fpiritual,  are  frequently  apprp^ched  with 
the  venerable  addrefs  of  Father — it  is  gi- 
ven to  Naaman  ^  by  his  domeftics,  and 
to  the  Prophet  Eliflia,  ^^  by  two  fuccef- 
five  kings.  The  relation,  likewife,  be- 
tween the  inftru£lor  and  his  pupil,  is  re- 
prefented  by  that  oi  father  and  child.  It 
is  thus  that  Eli  ^'  calls  Samuel  his^n,  and 
Elifha  ^*  confers  on  Elijah  the  appellation 
oi father.  It  is  thus  alfo  that  St.  ^3  Pai^l 
Ipeaks  of  himfelf  as  the  father  of  his  Co- 
rinthian profelytes ;  and  St.  John,  in  many 
paflkges  of  his  epiftles,  adopting  the  lan- 
guage ^^  of  his  Lord,  gives  to  his  difciples 
the  endearing  title  of  Children,^ 

In  either  of  thefe  acceptations,  there- 
fore, the  charafter  of  everlasting  Fa- 
ther is  a  proper  defignation  of  Him, 

59  2  Kings,  V.  13.        60  2  Kings,  vi.  21,13,  H* 

61   1  Sam.  iii.  6..  ^*  2  Kings,  ii.  12. 

63  1  Cor,  iv.  15.  ^4  Johnxiii.  33,  21,  5. 

D  d  4  who. 
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who,  poflefTed  of  that  fupreme  dignity^ 
which  we  have  lately  noticed,  defcended 
"  to  be  the  great  infiru£lor  of  man — of  him 
who  had  iJic  wai'ds  ^^  of  eternal  life ;  who 
taught  as /having  ^  authority,  and  by 
whofe  miniftry  and  fpirit  the  earth  ^^  was 
JiUed  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the 
waters  cover  the  fea. — ^But  a  more  exaft 
tranflation  of  the  original  would  perhaps 
be  the  Father  of  eternity — and  the  expref- 
fion  will  then  carry  the  fame  meaning 
with  that  of  the  Author  ^^  of  Eternal  faJ^ 
vatioUf  applied  by  the  Apoflle  to  Jesus, 
and  juftly  due  to  him  from  whom  we  dep- 
rive our  claim  to  immortality; — and 
through  whom  ^^  alone  is  the  gift  of  GoA^ 
eternal  life. 

Of  the  paffage  we  are  explaining,  there 
is,  however,  another  interpretation,  which^ 
Supported  as  it  is  by  the  firft  authorities^ 
muft  be  admitted  as  agreeing  more  fully 

6^  John  vi.  68.  ^^  Matt.  vii.  29, 

67  Ifa.  xi.  9.  ^8  Ueb.  v.  9. 

69  Rom*  vi,  «3- 

with 
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with  the  Prophet's  defign,  in  the  cklinea* 
tionof  theMefliah. 

In  fome  very  ancient  (b)  and  refpeftable 
verfions,  we  find  the  words  in  our  text, 
everlajiing  Father,  expreffed  by  the  Father 
of  the  future  age — and  to  this  expreflion 
St  Paul  manifeftly  alludes,  when,  on  two 
occafions,  he  calls  the  Chriftan  flate  the. 
world  7*>  to  come.    The  Apoftle,   indeed, 
might,  at  the  fame  time,  more  remotely 
allude  to  other  paflages  in  the  prophetic 
writings ;  for,  in  thefe  we  fometimes  find 
the  entire  revolution  which  was  to  fol^ 
low  the  abrogation  of  the  Mofaic  fyftem; 
and  the  new  aera  in  religion  and  morality 
to  be  formed  by  the  efiablifliment  of  the 
Gofpel  kingdom,  reprefented  as  a  fpecies 
of  creation — as  the   formation  oi  new 
Heavens  '*  and  a  new  earth.  Of  this  future 
age  or  difpenfation,  which,  as  it  is  never 

{b)  Septua.  &  Vulg.  in  the  former  (at  leaft  in  fome 
of  the  heft  copies  of  it)  the  expreflion  is  varif  /AiMorrof 

70  Hpb.  ii.  5.— vi,  5.        7^  Ifai.  Uv.  i-j. 

to 
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to  be  fuperceded  by  any  later  difclofure 
of  the  Divine  will,  is  called  ^^  everlqfting^ 
our  Lord  is  properly  the  Father — or 
the  origin,  and  the  head  ;  and  over  it,  as 
its  immediate  Author  and  Lord,  he  fhall 
prefide,  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under 
fus^^feeU 

The  Prophet,  in  his  predifUon  of  the  ' 
Melfiah,  having  before  rifen  from  the 
lower  to  the  higher  elevation  of  rank — from 
him  who  was  wonderful  and  of  myjlerious 
dignity^  to  the  afTociate  of  the  eternal 
coun/els,  2ind  the  mighty  God,  advan- 
ces in  that  part  of  the  text  to  which  wc 
are  now  come,  from  the  lefs  to  the  more 
perfeQ^  difcrimination  of  charaBer — from 
the  gre(U  Teachef  of  divine  truth — the 
Lord  of  the  new  and  everlajiing  covenant j 
to  that  ftill  more  eminent  diftinftion,  and 
more  appropriate  title  of  the  Mefliah— r 
THE  Prince  of  Peac'^e! 

7^  Rev.  xiv.  6.  73  1  Con  xv.  25. 

To 
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To  jdifcem  more  clearly  the  peculiar 
propriety  of  this  defignation  of  our  holy 
Jefus,  let  us  confider  his  office^  and  the 
religion  which  he  came  to  eftablifli. 

By  abolilhing  the  temporary  feparation 
between  Jew  and  Gentile,  to  reconcile 
thofe'^arring  parties :  and,  by  their  union, 
to  form  a  new  74  creature^  the  pure  and 
fpiritual  worfhipper  of  God,  was  the 
ajffice  of  our  Lord  upon  earth. 

While  the  difpenfation  of  the  law  was 
determined  by  the  divine  wifdom  to  be 
neceflary  for  the  more  efTential  intcrefts 
of  religion,  the  Ifraelites  were  the  imme- 
diate yiiweTy  of  God;  and  the  other  na- 
tions,  excluded  from  this  peculiar  houfe- 
hold,'  were  regarded  as  aliens  ^^  and Jlr an- 
gers 7^ — as  thofe  who  were  far  77  off — as 
not  78  a  people — nay,  from  their  corrup- 

74  2  Cor.  5.  17.  75  Deut.  xiv.  21. 

76  Exod.  xii.  43.  77  Ifai.  Ivii.  19. 


78  Deut.  xxxii.  2%, 
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tion  arid  idolatry,   fometimes  even    as 

enemies  ^9, 

From  this  language  of  their  mfpired 
writers,  and  from  a  wrong  fenfe  of  their 
high  and  honourable  privileges,  the  Jews 
wiibed  to  exalt  their  own  confequence  by 
the  degradation  of  their  Gentik  brethren* 
They  confidered  them/elves  as  the  fole  ob. 
jefis  of  the  divine  favour ;  and  arrogantly 
aflumed  to  confine  the  great  God  oi  the 
world  within  the  ftraitened  boundary  of 
Judea.  For  the  defcetiMnts  of  Abrafdtm 
were  rcferved  all  die  advantages  of  that 
foturity,  which  was  rather  hinted  to  them 
than  difclofed ;  and  to  the  defcendants  of 
Abraham^  reigning  under  their  trium- 
phant Mefliah,  was  to  belong  the pq^^e/^on 
of  the  eanrthl  Thefe  narrow  prejudices 
and  vain  conceits  were  followed  by  worfe 
confequencest  Cbntempt  ripened  into 
hoftility,  and  the  feparated  nation,  for- 
getful of  the  beneficent  precepts  of  their 

79  Ifai.  lix.  i8. 

law. 
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law,  foon  began  to  confider  the  whole 
human  race  as  their  adverfaries— till,  at 
length,  they  attained  to  that  hatred  of 
their  fpecies,  with  which  they  are  gene- 
rally reproached  by  the  Pagan  writers. 

To  remove,  therefore,  this  injurious 
prepofleffion,  to  confound  this  cruel 
pride,  and,  by  the  revelation  of  an  equal 
God,  to  appeafe  this  unjuft  and  prophane 
enmity,  was  peculiarly  the  office  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  f^^dind  this  was  the  office 
of  our'Jefus ! — ^with  him  there  was  neither 
Jev)  ^  nor  Greek.  Enlarging  the  holy  Jem- 
iaiem,  he  offered  its  privileges  to  all  man- 
kindt  Thofe  who  were  aliens  and  Jir an- 
gers he  made  fellow-citizens  ®*  xoith  the 
Saints.  Thofe  who  were  ajar  ^joff^  he 
broV(ghi^^ rdgh  by  his  blood — thofe  who 
were  not  a  people ^  he  called  to  be  the  people 
cf^^  the  mojl  Mgh — and  thofe  who  were 
enemies  he  •♦  reconciled^  and  made  the/er- 

80  Gal.  iii.  28.  S*  Ephe.  ii.  19. 

Sa  Ephe.  ii.  13.  83  rTeU  ii.  10. 


S4  Rom.  V.  iQ. 
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vcints  ®5  of  the  living  and  true  God — thus 
was  he  our  peace — making  both  one,  and 
reconciling  both  to  God  in  one  body,  by  his 
crofs  i — and  thus  is  the  Father  faid  to  have 
been  t/i  Christ  reconciling  ^^  the  world  -^ 
inducing  peace  between  man  and  his  bre- 
thren, and  between  man  and  his  God ! 

But,  in  his  miniftry,  sis  the  inediator  of 
a  covenanti  ^7  ejiahlijhed  on  better  promi- 
fes  than  the  old,  our  mailer,  Jefus,  will 
appear  more  diftinftly  to  be  the  Prjnce 
OF  Peace.  Born  a§  our  iNSXRuctOR* 
and  dying  as  our  Redeemer,  he  rofe 
from  the  grave,  and  pajfed  into  the  Hed- 
vens,  ^^  to  appear  as  our  Advocate  and 
High-Priest,  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
there  to  ftiediate  between  human  imper- 
feftion  and  the  Divine  Holinefs : — ^to  make 
reconciliation  ^^  for  the  fins  of  his  people"; 
in  his  golden  9<>  cenfer  to  prefent  their 
pf-^yers  before  the  throne  of  Grace;  and 


85  ThefT.i.  9. .  86  2Cor.v.i9. 

87  Heb.  ix.  6.  88  Heb.  ix.  24. 

8^  Heb.  ii.  17.  90  Rev.  viii.  3. 
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when  the  period  of  their  earthly  labours 
is  compleated,  to  efFeft  their  everlafting 
PEACE,  and  bring  them  to  ihat^^reft^ 
which,  as  it  was  the  objeft  of  his  fatisfac- 
tion,  to  obtain  for  them,  continues  to  be 
the  objeftvof  his  interceflion  to  fecure:— 
In  the  peculiar  office,  therefore,  of  Je- 
fus  on  earth  and  in  Heaven,  we  muft  ac- 
knowledge the  Prince  OF  Peace;  and 
if  we  attend  to  that  religious  fyftem  which 
was  framed  by  our  Divine  Law-giver,  we 
fliall  be  ftruck  with  the  predominancy  of 
the  fame  bright  and  heavenly  charafter. 

The  intire  Gofpel  may  be  called  the 
?E  ACE  OF  GoD|  by  the  road  of  temporal^ 
it  leads  to  the  habitation  of  eternal  peace ; 
its  law  is  ^^  fulfilled  by  love ;  and  its  vo- 
lume is  btit  an  extenfion  of  that  generous 
and  pacific  precept,  tkou  ^^Jhdt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyfelf:  liften  to  him  who  was 
fent  9*  to  heal  the  broken  hearted^  and'  to 
preach  deliverance  to  the  captives!  be  mer^ 


9*  Heb.  iv.   1.  9»  Rom.  xiii.  lo. 

33  Gal.  V.  14*  9i  Luke.  iv«  id; 
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dful,  9*  love  your  entmies,  do  good  to  tAtvt 
vfho  hateyou^  blefs  them  who  curfeyou,  and 
your  rctoardJhaU  be  'greats  and  ye  fliall  be 
the  children  of  the  higheft :  liften  to  the 
eloquent  apoftle,  as,  with  a  heart  dilated 
with  the  Spirit  of  Jefus,  he  talks  of  that 
charity  w  which  fuffertth  Umg^  and  is  kindt 
of  that  charity  which  eruvitth  not.  of  that 
charity  which  beareth  all  things^  bdieveth 
all  things,  hopeth  all  tfaingSt  endureth  all 
things !  liften  to  the  fame  apoftle,  when 
he  tells  his  dJfciples,  that  the  fruit  ^  qfthe 
Chriftian  fpirit  is  hue,  joy,  peace,  Umg-fyf- 
feting,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  meeknefs!^^ 
liften,  I  fay,  and  be  certain,  that  the  reli- 
gion, whofe  language  you  hear  is  the  ofi- 
fpring  of  that  wifdcMi  which  ^  is  gentle,  and 
carries  imprefled  on  every  lineament  of 
her  divine  countenance  the  image  of  the 
Priwce  of  Peace! 

When  the  prophets,  fpeaking  of  the 
lungdom  of  the  Mefliah,  dwell  with  par- 

94  Luke  VI.  36.  95  1  Cor.  xiii.  4. 

96  Gal.lr.  f2«  97  James  iii.  17. 

ticular 
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ticular  fondnefs  and  raptufe  on  the  txtil' 
verfal  concord,  which  k  to  be  the  emi-^ 
nent  chara6lerifiic  of  that  favoured  ftate^i 
their  views  undoubtedly  extend  to  that 
glorious  and  triumphant  period  of  &e 
Chriftian  worlds  which' they  every  where 
teach  us  to  expeft  ;  but  were  not  the'in->» 
fluence  of  our  holy  and  benevolent  reli- 
gion, refilled  by  thit  depravity  of  oqr  na* 
ture,  which  neither  promifes  can  fdftem 
nor  menaces  can  bend,  the  allufion^  of  ^e 
prophetic  language  would,  even  riotv,  be 
as  proper  as  they  are  bold ;  under  the  do^ 
minion  of  the  Gofj)el — the  confliftof  the 
paflions  would  be  over^ruled, — the  loftinefs 
of  98  man  watUd  be  bowed  dotm,  /h)ords 
tv(mld  be  beaten  into  ploughjhears^  the  wolf 
zoould  dwell  xmth  the  lojmJb^  and  the  full 
harmony  of  the  moral ,  fyftem  wduld  hail 
HIM,  whofe  throne  is  ejiabliflud  ^  on  righ^ 
teoufnefs-^tvtn  Jesus  th£  Prince  ot 
Peace, 

9^  Ifai.  ii.  17.  99  Ifei.  xvi.  5^ 

E  e  We 
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We  have  now  completed  the  examina- 
tion of  our  ttxt — and  we  have  feen  the 
predifHon  of  human  weaknefs  verified  in 
a  God  ;  and  the  promife  of  Divine  Ma^ 
jcfty  accomplilhed  in  a  Man — the  migh- 
ty God — was  barn^—was  given — and  be- 
came the  Father  of  human  falvati(m — tHe 
Prince  of  human  pea^e! — ^Wonders  duller 
o»the  lubjeft  ? — behold,  Mant.the  violator 
of  his  Maker's  laws ;— obnoxious  to  death» 
and  trembling  at  the  ftern  fentence  which 
awaits  ids  difobediencel^— the  being  which 
he  k  lately  received  may  at  this  ihftant 
be  rigfumeA-^RigbteoaSi  but  awful  }adg- 
ment !  To  enjoy  the  privilege  of  breath 
— to  feel  life  warm  and  bufy  at  the  heart 
—to  lift  the  countenahce  to  Heaven — 
and,  with  the  divinity  of  intelleft  to  be 
familiar  with  the  glories  of  the  creation ; 
nay,  to  contrerfc  as  his  friend  with  the 
GREAT  Creator — and  then  forever  to 
fink ! — to  be  hurried  from  this  triumph  of 
exiftence  to  the  dungeon  of  the  grave — 
to  the  dull  cold  flurtiber  of  uHawakened 
matter — ^in  fruition  and  dignity  inferior 

to 
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t6  the  Worm  f  But,  fad  as  itiay  be  the 
immediate  and  entire  lafs  6f  being,  it  is 
not  the  worft  infliftion'to  which  the  of- 
fender is  expofed.  For  a  fhort  time  he 
may  be  allowed  the  enjoyment  of  the  day 
— to  ftruggle  with  infirmity  and  corrup- 
tion— ^to  propagate  the  heirs  of  his^  dege- 
neracy—to be  hopelefs  of  reward, — ^yet, 
poffibly  to  ripen  irtto  the  objeft  of  God  s 
yk// difpleafufe,  and  then  to  poflefs  im- 
mortal being,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  eter- 
nal punifiiment ! — miferable  and  tremen- 
dous conlequence  of  fin ! — But,  ffom  fuch 
complicated  diftrefs — from  man  fallen — 
abandoned--— ruined,  let  us  turn,  and  be-- 
hold  where  the  heavenly  Saviour 
comes  to  raife — to  comfort — to  reftore. 

Moved  with  pity  for  a  creature,  lately 
the  pride  of  that  world,  in  which  all  was 
created  good,  the  Divine  Beneficence 
offers  himfelf  for  an  atonement ;  and,  a» 
axxompliftiing  the  great  purpofes  of  juf- 
tice,  the  atonement  is  accepted  by  the 
Supreme  Mercy.  The  glories  of  re- 
E  e  2  ward 
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ward  are  inftantly  difclofed  ; — and  reno- 
vated man,  informed  by  the  open  com- 
munication*, and  ftrcngthened  by  the  fe- 
cret  influences  of  his  God^  once  more  re- 
joices in  a  life,  whok  trarificnt  Sknd  blmikd 
happinefs  may  terminate  in  that  which  is 
ever  lofting  dindpure. 

The.  great  facrifice,  indeed,  by  which 
thefe  bleflings  are  obtained,  is  wifely  de- 
layed— ^the  human  underftanding  thrown 
from  its  firft  eminence  by  fin^  muft  be 
reared  again  by  the  ripening  efficacy  of 
time — and  then  announced  by  fucceffive 
difpenfations,  and  preceded  by  his  herald 
prophefy — the  only  '^  begotten  of 
God  delcends  to  be  made  Man — he 
is  born— glorifies  his  *°'  Father  upon  earthy 
overcomes  *°*  the  worlds  and,  by  the  oBive 
obedience  of  his  life^  is  himfelf  the  guide 
to  thofe  regions  of  eternal  joy,  which  he 
opens  to  us  by  the  Suffering  obedience  of 
his  death. 

loo  JohiTi.  14,  xoi  Jokn  xvii.  4. 

10a  John  xvi.  33^ 

This 
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This  is  the  fcheme  of  Chriftian  felvati- 
on  —  the  laft  counfej  of  divine!  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  to  lead  us  from  depravity 
to  holinefs  !— Yes,  ray  Brethren — it  is  the 
laft,  and  the.  greateft  inftance  of  heavenly 
favour  extended  tp  man  J 

The  Patriarcljal  and  Mofaic  difjpenfati- 
ens,  while,  like  the  original  law  of  nature, 
riiey  demanded  pure  obedience,  gave  but  a 
diftant  and  doubtful  view  of  the  world  of 
recorapence — from  the  intdleftual  dark- 
Befs  and  immaturity  which  then  generally 
prevailed — they  were  likewife  very  limit- 
ted  in  their  extent — and  they  proved  inef- 
feftual  in  their  operation ; — for  the  former 
was  foon  overcall  by  the  groffnefs  of  idor 
latry,  and  the  vital  fpirit  of  the  latter  was 
quickly  extinguiftied  by  the  vanities  of 
form ;  but  during  thofe  difpenfattons,  tho' 
the  merits  of  the  atonement  were  imputed, 
the  facrifice  for  fin  was  not  as  yet  offered, 
jhe  general  fummons  to  repentance  was 
pot  as  yet  proclaimed,  the  full  code  of 
p.  p  3  human 
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human  duty  was  not  ^  yet  prpmujged;  at 
thqfetim^s  ofig7loranfe,t^rfif^e.the^''rUQly 
One  was  pkafei  to  wivk ;  wd  tltough  he  j^^ 
veir  <:pHld  be  bliod  to  tjbe  prefumption  of 
difori^^  yet,  u»d0«l)te(dly,  he  acceptied  the 
obedience  of  very  imperfeft  rightocmC- 
nefs, 

But  the  difference,  ijiy  brethren,  of  oujr 
iituatix)n,  will  not  adipit  a  hope  of  fifnilair 
indplgence  5 --r.  the  great  expiation  has 
AexuAtj-Y  been  made  ; — the  call  to  re^ 
pentance  has  rung  Ipudly  through  the 
world  ir^the  awful  confequences  of  this 
life,  ftand  manifeftly  rgyealed^^no  dv^kf^^ 
tangs  oyer  the  realm  of  duty-r^he  r«q»w 
fitions  of  Uw  are  fpftenpd  by  thp  bemefif 
cence  oi grace — iff  our  hai)d^  is  the  expli^ 
eit  volume  of  the  divipe  wiU ;  before  qmt 
eyes  is  pjaped  »  mpifcj  for  ppr  ijpaptaltion,  ]a 
the  humanity  of  our  J^ord;  and,  on  chit 
(leps,  $is  our  counfel  9Pd  fupport,  attends 
the  Spirit  OF  Gon !  Should  we  therefore 
fejeO:  the  means  now  pflfcred  tp  14s  of  hapr 

pinefs 
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pioels^  we  rauft  remember,  that  there  re- 
ffudneth  iw  morefacrifice/or^n  ;  no  bright- 
jcr  diffday, of  motives,  no  fuller  explanation 
ofthc  divine  pleafure,  no  greater  mitigation 
of  righteous  law,  no  ftronger  afFurances  of 
heavenly  afliftance  !  Should  we,  therefore, 
ftill  refill  the  Almighty,  and  refiife  t/ie 
great /alvation  which  is  gone  forth,  no- 
thing will  remain  for  uls  but  a  ***♦  certain 
femjvi  looking  for  of  judgment  and  fiery 
indigneiioni — ^Yes,  we  rauft  be  loft  for 
ever !— we  muft  fall  into  tjie  hands  of  the 
II  VINO  GodI — but  is  it  poffiMe,  my  Bre- 
thren, ihat  we  can  thus  be  loftp-^they 
who  perverieiy  will  turn  afide  from  a  path 
neither  intricate  nor  rugged — they  on 
whpfe  iiardnefs  the  fword  ^""^  of  the  word 
OF  Go^D  lofes  its  edge — they  who  can  de- 
fpife  the  glories  and  the  terrors  of  eter- 
nity— they  who  can  be  unmoved  by  the 
condefcenfion  of  the  God,  and  by  the 
mild  perfeftion  of  the  Man  Christ  Je- 
sus— ^muft  be  the  proper  children  of  per- 

>04-He}).  X.  ijr.      >«>5  Rev.xix.  15.    Jlfeb^iv.  12. 

E  e  4  dition. 
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dition,  deaf  to  the  voices  of  feafon^  dead 
to  the  nobler  afifeftions  of  our  nature^ 
Vithouthope,  without  gratitude,  withoul: 
Jove !  unconfcious  of  the  dignity  of  holi-r 
nefs,  aad  of  the  fweet  attraftion  of  bene^ 
volence! — — ^and  is  it  poflible,  my  bre^- 
threO)  that  we  can  clafs  with  thefe  diCr 
graces  of  our  n^une  ?  No,  we  will  at  leaft 
Jkerto  our  [elves  ^"^  to  be  men  ;  encompaffed 
with  infirmity  i  but  reJpeSiing  ***7  recom^ 
pence  ef  reward^  open  to  the  impr^ons 
of  goodnefs,  capable  of  meeting  and  em^r 
bracing  the  divine  Grace  \ 

Let  us  then.  Brethren,  partakers  ^""^  of 
the  heavenly  callings  confider  the  Go/pel  and 
ff>gh-Prieft  of  our  profejfion  Christ  Jt^ 
s.us !  from  the  humility  of  his  birth,  to 
the  ignopiiny  of  his  death — ^let  us  attend 
him  as  he  walks  through  this  vale  of  forr 
rpw — accpmpai][ied  by  pati<ence  and  mee](r 
nefs^  by  charity  to  man,  aiid  refignatipn 
to  God!  in  obedience  to  the  h^e^veiUv 


?•«  Ifai.  xlvi.  8.  ?«;  H^fc.  xi.  %&f 

^  Heb.jdi.  1.. 
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fftandate,  *^  Jet  us  hear  this  beloved  Sok, 
fl^  he  invites  us  tojollow^^^  and  to  learn  of 
hvm ;  as  he  bids  us^  if  we  are  his  friends, 
Co  do  what  he  commands  us!  on  the 
ftrong  wing  of  faith,  let  us  purfuc  him 
from  weaknefs  to  glory,  and  ))ehold  him 
feated  at  the  right  hand  of  the  "*  Majejiy 
in  the  Heavens^  where  for  them  who  lov^ 
Jwfn  he  haihpromifed  to  *'*  prepare  a  place^ 
jand  where  them  who  come  unto  "5  God  ky 
him,  he  is  able  to  the  uttermojl  tofave. 

With  this  example,  thefe  precepts,  thefe 
pjromifes,  thefe  prof^efls,  let  us  not  be  af- 
fe6led  by  the  little  brightnefs  or  obfcurity 
pf  a  life  which  is  fo  foon  to  p^s  away,  an4 
of  wjiich,  in  a  few  years,  no  wreck  will  af- 
pertain  where  the  vapour  h^  once  played  f 
JNo,  —  let  the  world  take  knowledge  "^  of 
us  as  having  been  "with  Jefus ; — as  educated 
in  the  fchool,  and  brought  up  at  the  feet 
pf  our  great  fpiritual  Father :  as  inani« 

J09  Matt,  xvii.5.  "<>  MaU.  XI.  ftp. 

***   Heb.  viii.  i.  »»«   John  xiv.  3. 

f«3  Heb.  vii.  25.  iH  Afts  iv.  13- 

^  fefting 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


44«  S  E  R  M  p  N     XI. 

felling  in  our  cpndu^l  fbme  rdembkoce, 
chough  diltant  of  the  fauklefs  excellence 
of  Hi$  life!— thep,  mindful  on  whop: 
Jhoulier  the  goperrvmcnt  «^w  refis^  yre  may' 
come  baldly  fo  the  throne  cf  gfou^  ^nd  for 
the  pardon  of  x>ur  frail  ti^s^  we  ms^y  ^fky 
on  HIS  intcfceflion,  ijfiho  in  aU  '^^  ^nts 
was  tempted  as  we. art — that  be  might  ior 
duce  our  confidence  in  his  compaffion— r:? 
and  might  (hus  becooie  our  £vje:«la$t- 
jNG  Father,  and  owr  Prince  pf  PjfACf:, 
« 

MS  Jleb.iv.  t^. 
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On  the  .NECESSITY  of  CONSTANT 
ATTENTION  tO  tllC  RELIOIOU* 
JMPROV'EMENT  of  HFE, 


Isaiah  LV.  6. 


PEEJK  YE  THE  LORD,  WHILE  HE  MAY  BE 
FOUND  ;— CALL  YE  UPON  HIM,  WHILE  HE 
IS  NEAR  ir^ 


WHEN,  with  the  natuiie  and  fitua* 
tion  of  man,  vre  compare  the 
£0ndu6l  of  the  greater  part  of  hisfpecies, 
we  muft  be  {truck  with  its  mani&ft  incon* 
fiftency — for  who  are  thele  whom  we  fee 
thus  wholly  pltjn^d  iq  the  grofs  enjoy- 
.  ment 
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njient  of  the  prefent? — Is  their  conditiofi 
permanent  and  liable— exempt  from  evils 
irr-from  calamities  and  dangers? — or,  1$ 
their  exiftence  {hort^  precarious,  wretcjied 
as  it^is— rto  be  clofed  with  an  eternal 
SLEEP?  —  No  —  their  condition,  always 
fluftuating  and  doubtful,  is  crowded  with 
evils — expofed  to  calamities  and  dangers 
TTT-and,  from  the  culture  or  the  negleft  of 
their  allotrpent  of  prefenjt  d^ty,  thejr  im- 
mortal exiftence  muft  derive  its  everlaftT 
ing  charaCler!— rWhere,  then^  in  this  little? 
pefs  and  confinement  of  human  aim?,  cai| 
we  trace  the  mafter-creature  of  this  worl4 
—who  proudly  arrog^es  the  title  of  r^- 
iimal— who  was  made  in  the  image,  *  ^n^ 
a/ier  the  likenefs  of  God^ 

By  expofing  thj$  ftrange  deviation  fron* 
reafon,  let  us  endeavour,  as  far  at  leaft  as 
it  repefis  ourfdlves,  to  correft  it;  and^ 
profiting  by  the  detefted  errors  of  others, 
firiye  tQ.^o^ «  wife  unto  falvation. 

.   ,  Gen.  i.  ^6^  a  a  Tim.  iii.  J5. 

.  Thai 
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That  man  is  a  moral  and  accountable 
agentf  few  are  fo  inconfiderate  or  fo  hardy 
as  to  difpute.  It  is  a  truth  dire6lly  infef-* 
red  from  the  attributes  of  the  Deity,  vifible 
in  the  beauty  and  contrivance  of  nature ; 
and  from  thofe  feelings  in  our  own  bo- 
foms,  which  give  us  the  aflbrance  of  a 
future  life,  and  a  day  of  final  judgment. 
As  to  the  inferences  of  reafon  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  revelation  adds  certainty  and  fori:e ; 
— ^there  are  not  many  who,  at  this  period, 
can  be  blind  to  thofe  foundation-ftones  of 
religion  and  of  ethics — ^the  immortality 
of  the  human  foul,  and  a  ftate  of  retribu- 
tory  juftice.  Some,  indeed,  will  not  ftoop 
for  the  moft  palpable  and  bulky  truths — 
zxAfomt  will  perverfely  turn  afide  from 
the  moft  obvious  and  ftriking.  But,  of 
them  who  are  either  too  grofs  or  too  re- 
fined for  common  opinion,  the  number  is 
fo  inconfiderable  as  to  be  unworthy  of 
notice.  The  multitude  diftinguifh  and 
believe ;  and  it  is  in  their  conduft  alone 
that  they  are  infidels  and  fools.  With  un» 
derftandings  fufficiently  enlightened^  they 

feem 
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fcem  to  be  imaffefted,  and  at  eafe  in  (^ 
land  3  of  the  Jhadow  of  death  f  Indolence 
and  fatigue  fubdae  them-^the  toys  of  im- 
mediate intereft  and  pleafure  feduce  and 
divert  them — ^the  horizon  feems  to  extend 
almoft  without  limit  to  their  fight ; — ^and, 
kt  them  loiter  or  revel  in  their  courfe^ 
they  ftill  fancy,  that  within  the  fmalleft 
diftance  from  the  goal  they  can  qualify 
themfelves  for  the  prize. 

But  the  Chriflian  race  is  of  a  mote  fe- 
lious  nature; — and  its  prize  is  neither  fa 
eafily  gained,  nor  fo  partially  beftowed* 
The  plain  over  which  we  are  to  run  is  of 
tincettain  extent,  and  the  fliorteft  remil^ 
iion  of  our  efforts  for  viftory  may  be  pro- 
du6live  of  the  moll  dreadful  defeat! — ^in 
every  ftSge  of  cmr  career  the  Lord  attends 
on  us — fpeaks  to  us — ftretches  out  hb 
bands  to  aflift  us!  If  we  feck  him  he  is 
nigh — if  we  call  upon  him  he  will  hear.-^ 
But,  at  each  ftep  his  fovereign  appoint- 

ment 
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ftlent  may  fufpend  our  courfe? ;  and  then 
we  ifmyjeek  him  but  he  ioill  riot  be  nigkf 
we  majft  caUuponhytw bub kewill  netheay^i 
inftead  of  the  fweet  vbiee  of  kindnefs  atldt 
invitation,  we  maty  then  be  ftruck  with^ 
the  wounding  tones  of  anger  and  upbraid^ 
ing ;  beeaufe- 1-  have  catlled  ^  and  ye  re- 
fiifed,  I  have  ftrfetchedi  out  my  hands  and 
ho  man  regarded ;  therefore  ye  fiiall  cail 
upon  me,  but  I  will  not  anfwer,  ye  ftiaH 
fcek  me  early,  but  ye'fhall  not  find  rtie. 

Of  this  wonderful  inattention  to  the 
moft  awakening  demands  of  our  fltuation 
the  caufes  (as  I  have  already  hinted)  are 
the  prevalence  of  paffion,  a  reliance  on 
the  duration  of  life,  and  a  perfuafion  of 
the  all-fufficiency  of  repentance ;  attend- 
ing in  its  order,  to  each  of  thefe  caufes  of 
pernicious  error,  I  fhall  infill  more  fully 
on  the  la/i. 

4  Prov.  i.  24,  fiS. 

The 
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The  defign  of  our  Heavenly  Parent,  in 
blending  with  our  nature,  the  warralh 
ai}d  vigour  of  paflion,  is  obvioufly  raark« 
ed  with  the  charafters  of  fupreme  wifdpm 
-and  beneficence ;-»- to  preferve  the  in- 
dividual, and  continue  the  fpecies — to 
temper  with  fweetnefs  the  cop  of  life — » 
to  fit  us  for  our  prefent  ftate  of  various 
4Juty-^to  give  energy  and  extent  to  our 
virtues — to  fupply  occafion  of  moral  ex- 
Crcife  and  trial,  is  the  province  which  was 
afligned  to  paflion ; — but  to  teftraln  this 
principle  of  aflivity  to  its  proper  objefts, 
and  to  (fiy  to  it,  thus  far  Jhalt  thou  ctmc^ 
and  hereJhaU  thy  proud  ndght  bejlayed^^ 
the  Divine  Will  eftablifliing  reafon  on  the 
throne,  gave  her  power  to  exert  with  ef- 
feft  the  prerogative  of  controul  with  which 
k  invefted  her. 

When  thefe  eflential  parts ,  of  our  cott- 
ftitution  are  maintained  in  their  juftfta* 
tions,  and  the  force  of  the  fubjeft  afts  in 
fubferviency  to  the  lawiul  government  of 
the  Sovereign,  the  ftate  of  man  is  in  its 
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higheft  and  moft  perfeft  integrity — its 
harmony  is  then  complete,  and  its  tone 
ftrong,  but  modulated  and  fweet ;  —  all 
within  it  is  then  temperate,  but  not  Ian* 
guid;  energetic,  but  not  violent ;  a  calm 
without  ftagnation,  and  fpirit  without  in-^ 
furreftion  ; — but  feldom  is  this  efficacious, 
equally  long  and  uniformly  preferved ; 
while  human  refiftance  fhrinks  from  per- 
petual effort,  the  claims  .of  paffion  are 
urged  with  fteady  importunity;  every 
conceffion  inflames  their  infolence,  and 
adds  to  their  effeft,  till,  at  laft,  the  fediti- 
on,  no  longer  to  be  reftrained  by  the  voice 
of  the  controuling  power,  entirely  over- 
throws the  balance  of  our  nature ;  anar* 
chy  and  miferable  dilbrder  foon  follow ; 
and  to  avenge  the  caufeof  infulted  reafon, 
God  depHtes  his  minifters  of  punilhment, 
confcience  and  difeaie* 

Thai  wretchednefs  attends  on  the  ex* 

cefles  of  the  paffions,  and  happinefs  on 

their  regulation  and  order,   a  glance  on 

human  life  will  npt  perrpit  us  lo  doubt. 
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Let  us  coirtemplate  that  mortifying  an^ 
dreadful  fcene !  it  is  the  lazar-houfe   (if 
the  expreflion  may  be  allowed)  of  licen- 
tious paflion  ! — behold  intemperance, 
tottering  from  his  debauch,  or  rifmg  from 
his  fevered  fleep !  the  dull  flame  of  his 
eyes,  his  heavy  and  confufed  tongue,  hif 
fallow  and  bloated  cheek,  his  fhrunk  and 
trembling  fibre,  tell  the  dear  purchafe  of 
his  paltry  gratifications :  Behold  a  varices 
undelighted  amid  the  fweeteft  pleafings  of 
focial  life,  dead  to  the  tendernefles  of  huf- 
band,  father,  fon,  or  brother;  intent  up* 
on  his  pernicious  wealth,  while  c^re  and 
want,  hatred  and  contempt  pour  their  af- 
fliftions  on  his  head  ! — ^Behold  thofe  twin 
furies,  Rapaciousness  and  Prodiga- 
lity, as  they  liang  over  the  tabJeof  ruin, 
and  on  the  eventful  die,  ftake  fortune, 
friends,  family,  reputation !  Mark  the  va- 
ried diRemper  in  their  faces,  now  fluflied 
frith  the  riot  of  exultation,  no^v'  pale  and 
writhing  in  the  madnefs  of  defpair !  Mark, 
Jikewife,  the  diforder  of  their  intelleft, 
fuperditious,  though  prophane — refpefi- 

ing 
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ing  the  fortune  of  a  card,  and  blafphem-* 
ing  the  holiness  of  their  God  ! — ^Be- 
hold that  fiend,  whofe  hands  are  embrued 
in  blood ;  and  the  fiercenefs  of  whofe 
countenance  is  heightened  into  horror  by 
m  fevere  and  ghaftly  fmile  ! — that  fiend  is 
Revenge! — ^behind follow,  pride,  envy^ 
inordinate  defire,  and  a  favage  multitude, 
almoft  without  a  name !— See  their  ftrangd 
demeanor,  their  wan  and  frantic  looks ! 
fome  dejefted,  fome  furious,  all  miferable, 
and  many  raifing  the  fteel  againft  their 
own  breafts,  and  aghaft  under  the  juft 
terrors  of  eternal  wrath  ! 

From  a  fpeftacle  fo  diftrefsful,  let  Ud 
turn  to  a  brighter  profpeft,  and  obferve 
the  paflions  afting  with  their  due  force^ 
and  within  their  proper  limit,  fubfervient 
to  the  good  of  this  life,  and  leading  to 
the  happinefs  of  the  next:  let  us  remark 
hope,  fear,  defire,  love  of  pleafure,  pru* 
dence,  liberality,  warmth  of  temjJet,  emiv» 
lation,  greatnefs  of  mind,  in  alliance  with 
healthy  chearfulnefs,  flrong  and  clear  in- 
Ff3  telleft. 
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tdieft,  the  glow  of  aftive  virtue,  the  /a- 
tisfa6lion  of  private  and  of  focial  duty  dif~ 
charged,  in  pofleflion  of  this  world  : — 
yet,  looking  to  that  more  perfeft  ftate,  in 
which  alone  their  higher  appetites  can  be 
completely  gratified. 

When  abandoned,  therefore,  to  trivial 
iridulgencies,  we  negle^ft  to  call  upon  the 
Lord^  let  us  not  accufe  the  weaknefs  of 
humanity,  nor  complain  of  the  overbear- 
ing impulfe  of  paflion ! — let  us  be  certain 
that  we  have  the  power  to  command,  this 
impulfe,  and  that  by  giving  it  its  proper 
temper  and  direftjon,  we  (hall  correfpond 
with  the  defign  of  our  Maker,  and  effen- 
tially  advance  our  own  true  interefts,  tem- 
poral as  well  as  eternal.  To  redeem  our- 
felves  from  the  bondage  of  our  lulls,  the 
exertion,  indeed,  muft  be  vigorous,  and 
probably  will  be  painful ;  but  let  us  re- 
flcfl,  ihat  delay,  while  it  gives  ftrength 
to  the  chains  of  fin,  neceffarily  increafes 
the  painfulnefsof  the  exertion  which  muft 
break  them :  let  us  afliire  ourfelves,  that 

•  eafv 
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eafy  as  thefe  chains  may  now  fecm,  they 
will  eventually  harrafs  and  afflift  us  ;  that, 
fuccefs  in  every  ftep  of  our  progrefs  open-, 
ing  upon  us,  our  conteft  for  liberty  will 
every  moment  grow  lighter ;  and  that  our 
jRlial  vidory  will  be  rewarded  with  the  de- 
lightful feelings  of  vanquifhed  fervitudtf, 
recovered  dignity,  confcious  empire,  with 
the  rich  bleffings  of  felf-gratulation,  of 
the  refpeft  of  our  own  fpecies,  of  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  that  great  cloud  5  of  heavenly 
-witnejfesj  who  behold  our  labours;  of  the 
flill  voice  of  God  himself,  fraught  with 
everlafting  comfort  to  our  fouls !— it  is 
thus,  my  beloved !  if  we  rejijt  ^  the  devil 
of  our  own  corruption,  he  will  Jly from 
us,  and  when  he  leaves  us— Angels  i  will 
come  and  minijier  unto  us  I — let  us  haftea 
then,  and  darting  from  a  flumber,  which 
otherwife  mull  end  in  death,  let  us  affert 
the  controul  of  reafon  over  pafRon,  and 
feck  the  Lord,  while  he  may  bejound. 

^  Heb.  ^li.  1,         6  James  iv.  7,         7  Matt.  iv.  ti. 
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The  prevalence  of  pajjion^  however, 
would  neither  be  fo  ftrong»  nor  attended 
by  fuch  fatal  confequences,  were  we  to 
bring  that  acknowledged  truth  fuflRciendy 
clofe  to  our  hearts — that  mortality  \s  at 
every  inftant  liable  to  dijfolution  —  but, 
ilrange  as  it  may  appear,  a  reliance  on  the 
duration  of  life  is  a  fecond  and  co-operat-» 
ing  caufe  of  erroneous  conduft  | 

The  frailty  of  our  prefent  exiftence  has 
in  every  age  been  the  favourite  topic  of 
moral  declamation.  The  fubjeft  has  beeij 
exhaufted  by  the  philofopher  and  the  di- 
vine; and  the  individual  experience  of 
man  has  given  force  to  the  admonitions 
of  the  one,  and  truth  to  the  reafbnings  of 
the  other.  Yet,  fuch  is  the  power  of  felf- 
deceit  to  harden  and  to  blinds  that  ad- 
monitions, and  reafonings,  and  experi- 
ence, have  proved  equally  ineffeftual. — 
Man,  without  trujling  in  the  Lord^  can 
fee  thoufands  falling  at  his  fde^  and  ten 
thoufands  at  his  rigid  hand — and  yet  be 
ijnalari^ed ! — neither  by  the  arrow  which 
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Jlieth  ^  by  day^  nor  by  the  pejlilence  tohick 
walketh  in  darknefs^  is  he  terrified;  for, 
with  ideot  and  mad  confidence  he  aflures 
himfelf,  that  they  zoill  not  come  nigh  him! 
in  youth  he  looks  forward  to  manhood— 
in  manhood  to  age;  and  there  is  no  pe- 
riod of  life  or  of  infirmity,  beyond  which 
Jie  hefitates  to  prolong  his  expeftations. 

This  prepofterous  and  infatuated  de- 
pendence on  the  future,  may  indeed  b^ 
nothing  more  than  the  excefs  of  an  in- 
flinft,  wife  and  benevolent  in  its  defign. 
But  it  is  the  excefs  only,  and  the  abufe 
of  this  fond  anticipation  of  to-morrow, 
which  it  is  our  duty  and  our  intereft  to 
correct.  If,  with  the  vigilance  of  good 
fervants,  who  knov)  not  in  what  hour  their 
Lord  9  may  come^  youcujtivate  this  day  of 
falvation^  the  moment  in  which  it  mud 
inevitat)ly  clofe,  may,  without  danger,  be 
concealed  from  your  fight ;  and  thus  you 

i  Pfalra  xci.  6.  9  M^tt.  xxiv.  42. 
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will  be  exempted  from  that  pang  of  death 
which  afflifts  in  apprehenfion  alone. 

But,  i£  on  this  perfuafion  of  extended 
life,  you  ftill  linger  in  the  embrace  of 
fome  fafcinating  vice.     If  you  fay,   tAc 
Lord  delayeth  '*"  his  coming — let  us  now 
iport-^hereafter  we  will  prepare  for  him, 
it  becomes  the  obligation  of  the  Chriftian 
and  the  friend,  to  difTipate  your  treache- 
rous fecurity; — to  tell  ypu  that  the  Lord 
Tnay  come  in  an  hour  that  ye  think  not  of! 
— to  bid  you — not  to  reafon  on  the  pre- 
carioufnefs  of  your  exiflence — but  to  feel 
it :  to  requeft  you  not  to  be  tutored  by 
the  obfervation  of  others,  but  to  be  affeft- 
,  ed  with  your  own ;  tq  point  your  atten-  ' 
tion  to  the  pafling  fcene,  and,  as  it  pre-, 
jents  you  with  the  view  of  all  ages  and 
conditions  hurried  to  the  grave,  to  im- 
plore you  not  to  rejeft  its  melancholy  in^ 
ilruftion ! 

»o  Lpke  xii.  ^5. 
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Are  you  in  age,  weaknefs  or  difeafe  ? 
you  are  already  within  the  preciH6b  of 
the  tomb ! — the  hand  of  death  is  upon 
you ! — ceafe  to  wrong  yourfelf  with  hope ! 
— be  thankful  for  the  warning  which  is 
indulged ! — and  with  every  nerve  of  dili- 
gence— animated  as  it  is  late,  prepare  to 
welcome  that  awful  confummatign  which 
is  to  fix  your  everlafting  doom! 

Are  you  healthy,  young,  and  ftrong? 
by  your  temper  not  addifted  to  excefs ; 
by  your  fituation  or  proFeflion  removed 
from  particular  danger  ?  It  is  well.  But 
dream  not  of  the  fourfcore  years  to  which 
the  life  of  man  is  fometimes  extended ! 
JR.efle6l,  that  the  tumult  of  youth  is  more 
expofed  to  diforder  than  the  tranquillity 
of  age ;  and  that  the  maladies  of  the 
ftrong,  from  their  fuperior  violence,  haf- 
ten  more  rapidly  to  a  fatal  termination ! 
Confider  the  thoufand  cafualties  which  in- 
vade the  fafeft  ftation,  and  furprife  the 
greateft  circumfpeftion !  Regard  the 
fearful  ftrufture  of  this  body  on  which 

you 
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you  rely ! — ^Hpw  infinitely  numerous ! — - 
how  exquifitely  fine ! — how  efTentially  rtf- 
quifjte  to  exiflence,  are  the  parts  of  the 
complicated  machine! — trace  the  brain 
from  its  citadel,  the  head,  as  it  fallies  to 
the  extremities  of  the  fyftem ;  and,  liv- 
ing through  millions  of  branches,^  fees 
from  the  eye,  hears  in  the  ear,  taftes  on 
the  palate,  catches  fenfation  over  the 
whole  furface  of  the  frame ! — ^Follow  the 
current  of  life,  ^s  from  its  fountain  in  the 
heart  it  explores  its  way  through  the 
llefliy  labyrinth,  and,  with  innumerable 
rivulets  cherilhes  and  fuftains  the  animaf 
Ceconomy !  Survey  nature  in  her  fecret 
laboratory,  digefling,  concofting,  refin- 
ing, fubliming — and,  by  an  infcrutable 
procefs,  converting  aliment  into  chyle, 
chyle  into  blood;  —  blood  into  brain; 
brain  into  nervous  fluid  ! — Contemplate 
carefully  this  little  world  of  wonders! — • 
learn  that  the  (Vnalleft  difarrangement  in 
its  minuted:  part  may  be  the  minifter  of 
death — and  tremble  at  the  danger  of  your 
fituatioq! — ^Yes — what  I  fay  to  age,  to 

weak- 
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weaknefs,  to  difeafe — I  fay  to  youth,  and 
health,  and  ftrength.  Watch !' ' — this  night 
may  your  **  foul  be  required  of  you!  Ar^ 
reft  the  hour  which  is  on  the  wing: — 
give  it  to  duty !  to  your  neighbour,  and 
your  God! — Seek  the  Lord,  this  inftant, 
while  he  may  be  found ! — and  then — when 
ye  lie  down,  yejiiall  not  be  afraid  ;^-yea^ 
ye  ^^  fhall  lie  dovm,  and  your  fhmber  fhalfi 
ke  fweet  I 

But,  could  Ae  duration  of  life  be  ex- 
aftly  afcertaincd — were  it  never  to  be  in- 
terrupted by  accident,  nor  ftiortened  by 
difeafe,  ftill,  for  its  laft  ftage,  would  men 
referve  the  important  bufinefs  of  prepar 
ration  for  immortality ; — ftill  would  they 
Javifh  on  their  corruption  the  firft  fprightr 
Jy  running  of  exiftence,  while  to  qbedir 
ence,  and  reconciliation  with  God,  they 
would  afford  only  its  mijddy  fediment, 
and  its  fcanty  dregs, — Wherefore,  indeed, 
(hould  they  flint  themfelves  in  the  indul- 

♦^*Iark  $iii.  37,     M  Luke  ](iit  %o.     *3  Prov.  iii.  24. 
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gencie§  of  fin,  if  at  the  laft  hour  thofe  in- 
dulgencies  can  be  atoned,  and  eternal 
peace  be  afliired  by  the  ali-fufficiency  of 
repentance P-^lutl  us  now  then  inveftigate 
this  third  Iburce  of  mortal  error ;  and  by 
afcertaining  the  ends  of  our  prefent  being, 
difcover  the  nature  of  that  repentance, 
which  alone  can  be  acceptable  to  God, 
lind  confequendy  beneficial  to  us. 

What  then  is  man?  Reafon  and  reve- 
lation declare  that  he  is  atreature,  fallen 
from  his  original  purity,  who,  too  corrupt 
forthejuftice  of  God  to  reward,  and  too 
good  for  his  clemency  to  punifli,  is  placed  in 
this  doubtful  and  middle  ftate,  foi;the  great 
purpofe  of  moral  improvement  From  a 
large  view  of  this  world  we  muft  be  fenfi- 
blc,  cither  that  when  it  was  franied  out  im^ 
Tiiediatc  happinefs  was  not  the  objecl  of  the 
Creator ; — or  that  the  power,  which  in  no 
other  circumitance  has  failed  of  its  effeft^ 
grew  wcury  and  inefficient  when  dire6led 
to  the  ciccoiiimodation  of  man. 

lib 


Digitized  by  V3OOQIC 


SERMON      XII.  461 

The  obvious  and  intrufi ve  wretchednefs 
of  our  fpecies  afks  not  the  illuftration  of 
enquiry :  whether  we  regard  the  moral  or 
the  natural  fyftem,  it  forces  itfelf  equally 
upon  our  fight;  and  whilft  in  one  we  arc 
llruck  with  the  ravage  of  the  elements^ 
with  earthquakes,  peftilences  and  famines 
— in  the  other,  v^e  are  fhocked  with  thfr- 
deformity  of  wars,  and  of  perfecutions,  of 
fraud  and  of  rapine,  of  oppreflion  and  of 
flavcry  ;  no  age,  no  condition,  is  exempt- 
ed  from  the  law  which  condemns  us  to 
the  taltc  of  woe ;  infancy  has  its  pains, 
youth  its  difappointments,  manhood  its 
toils  and  its  cares;  age  its  imbecillity,  its 
chilnefs  and  its  fears ;  whether  we  look  to 
high  or  to  low,  to  public  or  to  private 
life,  the  vie\^  is  flill  jTaddened  with  diftrefs, 
— from  the  multitude  of  the  miferable, — 
from  the  afflifted  and  the  weak,  the  defti- 
tute  and  the  naked  :  if  we  turn  our  ob- 
fervation  to  the  profperous  and  the  flou- 
rilhing,  the  powerful  and  the  wealthy;  we 
ftill  find  the  boaft  of  happinefs  contra, 
ditted  by  the  figh  of  4ifcontent ;  artificial 
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indigence  fupplies  the  aijguifli  of  real, — « 
the  miferies  of  others  prefe  upon  the  foul, 
*^the  mind  is  fometimes  fliaken  by  the 
ftorm  of  paffion,  fometimes  {haded  by  the 
gloom .  of  melancholy,  fometimes  abufed 
by  the  fantaftic  mockery  of  fplfepn. 

Are  we  then  bom  only  to  go  weeping 
to  our  grave  ?  And  is  life  nothing  but  a 
Walking  and  terrific  ftiadowf — No,-r-gra^ 
cious  God !  in  thy  ways  to  man,  thy 
righteoufnefi  and  thy  mercy  are  as  con- 
fpicuous  as  thy  wi(dom  and  thy  power ! 
to  the  imperfeflion  of  our  nature,  thou 
didfl:  adapt  the  world,  in  which  thou  hafi 
ftationed  us;  and  didft  ordain  that  prefent 
and  feeming  evil  ftiould  be  the  parent  of 
future  and  real  goodi  by  our  own  diftreffes 
thou  doft  reprefs  the  tumult  of  our  paf- 
fjons,  and  inculcate  patience,  temperance^ 
fortitude,  reliance  on  thy  providence,  and 
fubmiflion  to  thy  will !  by  the  diftrefles 
of  others,  thou  doft  open  every  fource  of 
finer  emotion  in  our  fouls ;  and,  as  with 
thy  ftill  breath,  awaken  in  us  the  flame 
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pf  benevolence,  the  bright  contempt  of 
xhtfeljijli,  and  the  ardent  preference  of 
ihit facial  !* — in  thy  hand  affliftion  and 
blefling,  like  ftorm  and  fun-fliine,  avail  to 
break,  purify,  meliorate,  fertilize,  and 
call  forth  the  rudimexits  of  fuch  fruits  as 
may  hereafter  be  tranfplanted  to  thy  pe- 
culiar kingdom,  there  to  acquire  the  full 
maturity  of  flavour  and  of  growth. 

This,  my  Brethren,  is  the  only  fcheme^ 
by  which  the  prevailing  mifery  of  life  can 
be  brought  into  union  with  thofe  benign 
attributes  which  reafon  pronounces  infe- 
parable  from  the  Great  first  Cause  ; 
the  principal  end,  therefore,  of  our  pre- 
fent  ftate,  muft  be,  the  reformation  of  our 
corrupt  nature,  for  its  vice  to  fubftitute 
virtue,  and  to  induce  fuch  habits  as  may 
fit  us  for  the  participation  of  a  more  ele- 
vated rank,  and  a  more  perfeft  condi- 
tion. 

As  we  know,  that  a  pure  fpirit  cannot 
be  pervious  to  paflTion,  when  God  is  faid 

to 
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to  be  angry  with  us  for  our  (ins,  we  are 
fenfible,  that  it  is  only  the  tongue  of  con- 
rlefcenfion  Ipeaking  to  our  weaknefs  ;  but 
what  the  refentment  of  God  cannot  with 
propriety  be  faid  toeffeft,  will  be  accom* 
plifhed  by  his  jit/iicej  and  by  the  eternal 
order  of  things  eftablifhed  by  his  pleafure . 
as  it  is  impoffible  for  the  darknefs  of  fin 
ever  to  mingle  with  the  light  of  righte- 
oufnefs ; — if  the  fenfual  and  the  diforderly 
could  obtain  the  future  reward  of  the  vir- 
tuous and  the  juft,  they  would  be  inca- 
pable of  enjoying  the  fpiritual  bleffednefi 
of  that  Hearven,  whofe  harmony  they 
would  violate,  and  w^hofe  purity  they 
'  would  affront ;-— our  reafon,  therefore,  af- 
fures  us,  tliat  if  we  are  defirous  of  affoci- 
ating,  hereafter,  with  the  righteous,  and 
of  being  admitted  to  the  diviner  commu- 
nication of  God,  we  mull  contraft,  by  a 
conviciion  of  its  deformity,  an  habitual 
detcllation  of  fm,  and  cultivate  with  un- 
remitting afliduity,  a  relifh  for  the  charms 
of  goodnefs. 
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tn  the  page  of  revelation,  we  find  the 
moral  defign  of  our  being  authenticated* 
— and  illuftrated  by  the  moft  lively  images  i 
human  life  is  a  vineyard  ^^ planted  by  tkc 
fuprtmt  Lord,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  proli- 
fic retum^ — euery  .branch  *^  which  bearetk 
not  is  taken  away  ;  and  every  plant  *^  xokich 
yieldeth  not  good  fruit  is  cut  down  and  cqfi 
into  the  fire.   To  ej^plain  that  we  are  now 
remote  from  our  proper  home;  and  flrong^ 
ly  to  exprefs  the  difficulties  which  await 
us,  in  our  ftruggle  with  depravity  and 
wcaknefs,  our  prefent  exiftence  is  repro- 
fented  as  a  ^^  pilgrimage,  as  a  *«  race^  as  a 
coilteft  in  fome  heroic  games,  as  a  fierce 
and  uncertain  warfare ;  through  various 
labours  we  muft  win  our  way  to  our  ^^  oxon 
city,  and  then,  firive  to  enter  in  ^"^  at  thi 
fir  ait  gate ;  if  we  are  ambitious  of  the 
crown,  we  mu/i  perfevere  •*  without  faints 

«4  Matt.  xxi.  33.  Ifai.  v.  i.    «5  John  xv.  2. 
16  Matt.  vii.  19.  t^  Heb.  xi,  13. 

18  1  Cor.ix.  24.    Phil.  ii.  16.     Heb.xii.  1, 
«9  Heb.  xiii.  14,  so  Matt.  vii.  13. 

fli  Rev.  ii.  10. 
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^'ing  in  our  cour/e;  for  though  all  run^  one 
alone  receiveth  the  prize :  as  we  wrejllenot 
-withjlcjh  and  bloody  but  -with  "  principali- 
ties and  powers  ;  if  toe  contend  for  the 
viqftery,  we  mujl  prepare  our/elves  by  the 
reilraints  of  the  moft  exaft  difcipline ;  to 
refift  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked,  toe  mufl 
take  the  fhield  of  faith,  the  helmit  offal- 
vation,  ihefword  of  the  Spirit,  the  whole 
"armour  of  light  ;  and  while  we  thus  tra- 
vel, thus  run,  thus  wreftJe,  thus  accou- 
tred, engage  in  fight,  we  are  made  »3  a 
JpeBacle  to  angels,  we  are  encompajfed 
-with  **  a  cloud  of  witnejfes,  and  when  our 
efforts  are  finally  fuccefsful,  there  is  ^^joy 
in  Heaven. 

With  thefe  views  of  the  objefl:  of  life^ 
and  the  labour  of  accompli/hing  that  ob- 
je£l,  if  we  now  compare  the  nature  of  re- 
pentance, we  may  be  able  to  determine 


•a  Ephe.  vi.  12,  16.        a3  1  Cor.  iv.  9. 
2i  Heb.  xii.  1.  *5  Luke  xv.  7. 
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the  manner  in  yhich  its  virtue  operates, 
and  how  far  it  can  extend. 

Elevated  above  the  infirmity  of  paflion^i 
it  is  the  correftion,  not  the  punifhment  of 
fin;  the  converjwnt  not  the  death ""^of  the 
Jinner  that  God  requires  :  to  thofe,  there- 
fore, who  turn  from  the  evil  of  their  ways, 
and  feek  him  with  all  their  hearts,  he  pro- 
mifes,  that  he  will  pardon  what  is  paft, 
and  receive  them  into  favour ; — ^becaufe^ 
by  complying  with  thefe  conditions  o^ 
grace^  by  ceajing  to  do  ^7  evil,  and  leam^ 
ing  to  do  good  J  they  may  ftill  form  them^ 
felves  to  a  tafte  of  holinefs,  and  thus  give 
the  Almighty  power  (if  1  may  fo  expref^ 
it)  to  provide  for  their  happinefs.  That 
repentance  then  which  is  accompanied  by 
^n  entire  change  of  habit  and  conftitution, 
as  it  reflores  us  to  the  capacity  of  fulfil- 
ling the  firft  intention  of  our  being,  muil 
jieceffarily  be  effeftuaU 

But  where  are  we  to  look  for  this  ge^ 
nuine,  powerful,  new-creating  repentance? 

26  Ezck.  xviii.  23.  a?  Ifai.  i.  i6, 
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-•—In  tte  chamber  of  ficknefs,  amid  the 
tumult  and  the  various  tnifery  of  conclud- 
ing life? — Alas!  that  melancholy  fpec- 
tacle  of  departure  will  ftirnilh  the  reply  ! 
— See,  round  the  bed  the  penfive  fertant, 
the  weeping  friend,  the  diftrafted  wife? 
— ^fee  the  poor  objeft  of  their  concern — 
his  body  harrafled  with  pain,  hi»  mind 
labouring  with  conflifting  paffions,  hover- 
ing with  alarm  over  that  world,  which  he 
muft  foon,  and  for  ever  inhabit,  and  te- 
nacious of  that  world  which  he  mull  foon 
and  for  ever  abandon !  Can  the  prey  of 
fuch  difcordant  agony  addrefs  himfclf  pro- 
perly to  his  God?  In  fuch  a  turbid  mo- 
ment, can  he  diftinguMh  and  arrange  the 
diforder  of  his  foul  ?— is  the  tear  which 
ifities  the  holy  drop  of  penitence— or,  is  it 
the  flow  of  difappointed  (in,  or  of  appre- 
henfive  guilt?  Can  he  at  once  annihilate 
that  corruption  which  he  has  foftered  for 
years  ?  Can  he  honeftly  embrace  that  god- 
linefs  which  he  has  hitherto  defpifed  ?  Can 
he  love  with  his  whole  heart,  that  God 
whom  he  now  dreads  as  a  confuming  fire? 
Can  he>  in  fhort,  comprefe  the  ftrenuous 
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buTineTs  of  a  life  into  (in  hour — into  an 
hour  like  this — into  an  hour  of  confulion, 
and  pain,  and  forrow,  and  alarm  ? — Alas! 
his  fpirits  faint — his  eyes  clofe ! — if  thou 
haft  hope  of  Heaven — make  fignal  of  thy 
hope  '.—-fie  dies,  and  makes  no  fign. 

It  is  poflible,  my  beloved  Brethren, 
that  even  an  hour  may  not  be  granted  to 
our  wifh  of  late  reconciliation ; — accident 
may  intercept  the  period  of  fickoefs— or 
phrenzy  may  ufurp  it !  but  fhould  a  laft 
hour  be  given  to  tardy  contrition,  we  now 
fee  how  likely  it  is  to  deceive  the  infatua- 
tion which  confides  in  it. 

Some^  indeed,  have  extended  to  a  great- 
er length,  the  fa ving  virtue  of  repentance; 
and  ignorant  of  its  nature,  have  fupplied 
the  finful  with  a  doQrine  favourable  to 
their  darling  procrafliiiation. — But  this 
doftrine  is  coutradi6led  by  the  whole  tenor 
of  revelation. 

'    Of  all  the  inftances  produced  from  the' 

holy  fcriptures  to  fupport  the  efficacy  of 
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lai  death-bed  repentance,  the  principal  is, 
that  of  the  nialefaftor,  who  was  pardon* 
ed  on  the  crofs ; — and  the  flighteft  atten- 
tion to  his  cafe  will  fatisfy  us,  that,  Hand- 
ing quite  by  itfelf,  it  is  wholly  inapplica- 
ble to  any  other  individual  of  the  human 
race : — Let  us  dwell  on  it  for  a  moment. 

Betrayed  by  one  of  his  immediate  fol- 
lowers— rejefted  by  the  people  who  had 
lately  received  him — perfecuted  by  thofe 
who,  from  their  fuperior  informationt 
were  the  beft  qualified  to  decide  on  his 
pretenfions  : — the  Mefliah  is  condemned 
to  the  fhameful  puniftiment  of  crucific- 
tion  ! — as  he  hangs  on  the  accurfed  tree — 
infulted  by  his  enemies,  deftitute  of  hu- 
man and  of  divine  aid  ; — when  the  faith 
of  his  difcipjes,  eftablifhed  by  a  thoufand 
miracles,  began  to  waver — he  is  acknow- 
ledged as  THE  HOLY  One  OF  GoD,  and 
his  mercy  is  implored  by  a  companion  of 
his  condemnation !  Removed  by  his  life 
of  rapine,  from  villages  and  cities,  it  is 
•probable  that  the  fuppliant  had  never 
heard  the  doftrine,  nor  feen  the  power 

of 
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of  Jefus — he  broke  no  baptifmal  vow — 
rejefted  no  repeated  offers  of  mercy — 
turned  not  afide  from  obtrufive  informa- 
tion ! — but  his  foul  ran  eagerly  to  meet; 
the  firft  dawning  of  grace! — his  conver- 
fion,  though  fudden,  was  complete! — 
chriftianity  was  already  ftrong  and  fervid 
in  his  heart  I  —  the  difplay  of  his  faith, 
was  beyond  example  eminent! — and  he 
teceived  abfolution  from  the  Son  of  Man, 
who  ^^  had  power  on  earth  to  forgive  Jins! 
Where,  then,  is  the  perfon,  in  whom 
feich  a  remarkable  coincidence  of  circum- 
ftances  can  juflify,  in  a  fimikr  extremity, 
the  expeftation  of  fimilar  pardon  ? 

Do  I  then  abfolutely  elofe  the  gates  of 
mercy  againft  the  expiring  finner; — and 
banilh  from  his  fituation  hope,  that  uni- 
verfal  folate  of  human  wretchednefs  ?^ — no 
— far  from  me  be  the  prefumptionto  limit 
the  Divine  Grace! — it  may  reach  beyond 
the  hope  of  man ! — but  in  a  concern  of 
fuch  awful  moment  I  dare  not  flatter; — 
noffpcak  peace  ^9  when  my  God  hath  with" 

28  Matt.  ix.  6.        _    29  Jer.  vi.  14.     Ezek,  xiii.  10^ 
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held  the  promfe  of  peace!  the  only  tide 
to  remiflibn  of  fins,  ajjured  to  us  in  the  ho» 
\y  writings,  is  a  warm,  vital,  fruitful /iiiSi^ 
fliooting  through  every  principle,  and  ex- 
panding into  righteoufnefs — and  how  ill 
adapted  to  the  acquifition  of  fuch  an  effi- 
cient and  a6luating  faith,  is  the  feafon  of 
approaching  diflbl  ution ;  it  would  be  faper- 
fluous  further  to  infift — it  is  poflible  indeed 
that  we  may  believe-^hut,  it  is  poflible, 
likewife,  that  we  may  beUeve  ^  only  that 
we  may  tremble/ — ^Tfaat  folly,  in  ihort» 
which,  with  the  chances  powerfully  in  its 
disfavour,  ftiould  ftake  fortune  land  life 
againft  the  rattle  of  a  child,  would  be  rea- 
fon  itfelf  to  tljat  madnefs — which,  for  a 
few  plcafures— unfatisfaftory  in  poflfef- 
fion,  and  reproachful  in  confequence,  caa 
hazard,  on  the  unlikely  prevalency  of 
death-bed  forrow — the  ftupendous  obje£i 

of  ETERNAL   HAPPINESS  ! 

What  mvfi  ^^  I  do  to  he  faved? — ^was  the 
queftion  of  the  trembling  goaler  tp  his 
holy  prifoners^     To  every  ferious  mi^n, 

2«  James  ii,  jp.  d*  A£ls  xvi.  3CX 
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rcflefting  on  the  importance  of  a  life, 
which  opens  into  the  aMrful  magnificence 
of  eternity — the  fame  queftion  will  natu* 
rally  occur. 

What  muft  I  do  to  be  faved? — Apply  to 
reafon  and  religion  for  the  right  cooduft 
of  ti»e  passions! — ^refpeft  thefe  power- 
fill  energies  as  ufeful  fervants ;  but  dread 
them  as  imperious  Lords ;  and  controiii 
their  extravagance,  which  not  only  leads 
to  future  danger,  but  muft  be  atten(ie4 
with  prefent  pain. 

What  vmfi  I  do  to  be  faved? — Dwell 
with  eameft  meditation  on  the  frail  nature 
of  HUMAN  LiFEi  Be  feelingly  convin- 
ced, that  the  little  fpark  3»  in  the  moving 
of  the  heart  may  at  any  inflant  be  extin- 
guifhed! — Be  aihamed  of  repofing  on  the 
lightnefs  of  a  ^^  vapour^  which  every 
breath  of  accident  may  difperfe ! — grow 
familiar  with  anticipated  death ! — and,  if 
that  ftern  advocate  of  righteoufnefs  and 
temperance  fhould  make  you  tremble, — 

32  Wifd.  ii,  2^  33  James  iv.  14. 
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fay  not  unto  him— ^^  thy  way  this  34  tinUj 
when  I  have  a  convtnient  feafon  I  will  call 
Jtyrthee! 

What  mujl  I  do  to  be  faved? — Let  it  be 
always  prefent  to  your  mind,  and  faftened 
on  your  heart,  that  the  fole  objeft  for 
which  you  were  boim  is  progressive 
VIRTUE  ! — ^that  every  hour  has  its  charge 
of  duty  and  improvement ! — that,  at  the 
judgment-feat  of  Chrift,  each  moment 
will  raife  its  fmaJl  voice  to  urge  your  con^- 
demnation,  or  to  plead  for  your  acquit- 
tal !  Redeem^  ^5  therefore,  the  time  which  is 
fojkort!  3^  Walk  while  the  light  is  37  with 
you  f — for  clofe  behind  cometh  that  night 
in^^  which  no  man  can  work! — Jlecpejl 
thou  in  the  lethargy  of  fin? — Awake !^^  — 
Art  thou  dead  to  the  demands  of  thy  be- 
ing?— Arifel — thy  Saviour  bids  thee,  and 
he  will  yet  give  thee  life  I 

Are  thefe  admonitions  unnecefTary? — 
Are  you  thus  mafter  of  yourfelf  ? — thus 

34  Afis  xxiv.  25.  35  Ephe.  v.  16. 

35  1  Corin.  vii.  29.  37  John  xii.  35. 
28  Johnix.  ^.  39  Ephe.  V.  14. 
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fcnfible  of  the  infecurity  of  life? — thus 
frugal  of  youriittle  day  ? — thus  emulous 
of  improvement  ?  thus  intent  on  meeting 
the  wifhes  of  your  God  ? — thus  indepen- 
dent on  the  uncertain  morrow?  I  con- 
gratulate you  !-^human  nature  is  not  fuf- 
ceptible  of  greater  happinefs  than  that 
vhich  you  poflefs ;  nor  of  higher  eleva- 
lion  than  that  which  you  Tiave  attained! 
Perfevere!  Remit  not  your  generous 
efforts  !  prefs  ftill  forward!  My  ^"^  falva^ 
Hon,  faith  the  Lord,  is  near  to  come^  and 
my  righteoufmfs  to  be  revealed. 

But  can  we,  indeed,  my  Brethren,  efta- 
blifh  our  claim  to  this  exalted  charafter, 
and  call  this  glorious  congratulation  our 
own?  Before  we  retire  to  our  beds, 
when  we  examine  the  moral  hiftory  of  the 
day, — has  no  defilement,  been  contrafted? 
Has  every  fally  of  paffion  been  repelled? 
Has  fome  imperfedion  of  our  nature  been 
corrected ;  fome  good  propenfity  encou- 
raged and  enlarged?  Has  an  hour  been 
loft;    and,  jealous  of  Pagan  virtue ,  do 

io  Ifai,  Ivi.  I, 

we 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


47«  SERMON    ,XII. 

we  weep  over  it  with  unaffefted  forrow  ? 
Have  we  learnt  to  be  more  al/ent  /rom 
the  iody,  andprefent  with  Ckrifi?  Do  we 
find  the  fanduaryof  our  boToms  fumilhed 
like  the  hoLuJi  of  the  Lord ;  and  pan  we 
fey,  with  honeft  ^xv\i2^\iya^u/rely  Qed  is 
in  ^'  this  place. 

But  th^  heart  is  ^  deceitful.  To  bring, 
therefore,  our  integrity  and  confcience  to 
a  furer  left,  Jo,  God  himfcif  iiath  defcend-^ 
ed  wiHh  "^^  the  voice  of  the  Archangel^  mid 
with  ten  thoufands  **  of  his  faints  ^  The 
earth  and  the  heavens  are  pafled  away ! 
The  dead  and  the  living  ftand  before 
their  Judge !  Creation  is  awed  into  ftfl-r 
nefs !  Even  the  tongue  of  feraphic  h^r- 
inony  is  fufpended,  and  there  is  45  Jilence 
in  Heaven!  The  books  of  fiM:e  are  open^ 
ed!  in  one  is  written  every  wickednefs 
which  the  mind  could  entertain,  the  tongue 
utter,  the  hand  faftiion  into  deed !  In  the 
other  J  every  accepted  oflfer  of  grace,  every 
figh  of  genuine  penitence,  everj^  triumph 

4»  Gen.  xxviii.  16.  4*  Jer.  xvii.  9.  43  1  Thel^  iv.  16, 
41  Judc —  14.  4j  Rev.  viii.   1. 
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of  prevailing  vnrtue,  every  effort  of  ex- 
panfive  charity,  every  flight  of  afcending 
love !  Eternity  hangs  on  the  recording 
page !  The  righteous  fceercely  ^  can  bt 
favedf  What  then  is  our  condition? — 
Bending  under  guilt?  or  folicitous  only 
iqv  human  imperfeftion  ?— confounded  in 
thy  prefence,  O  merciful  God?  or  raifed 
to  confidence  by  thy  prpmifes ;  and  fay* 
ing — thou  didjl  give  us  Jive  talents^  be- 
hold here  are  ten?  We  fought  Thee  n^n 
thou  waji  to  be  founds  and  we  called  upon 
thee  when  thou  wafi  near  9  *7 

This,  my  Brethren,  is  the  moft  certain 
trial  to  which  we  can  bring  the  fincerity 
of  the  heart — with  life  and  cfeath  placed 
thus  immediately  before  us  ; — ^if  it  fliould 
ftill  pronounce  in  our  favour,  we  ntay 
fafely  rejoice  in  thejlrength  of  our  falva* 
tion:  but,  ftruck  with  the  momentous 
crifis,  fhould  our  bofom  counfellor  be  in- 
duced to  faulter,  let  us  be  alarmed,  and 
with  inftant  zeal  apply  ourfelves  to  ob- 
tain its  more  decifive  approbation^ 

4S  1  Pet.  iv.  18.  47  Matt.  XXV.  15. 
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Nor  let  the  imaginary  rcmotenefs  of 
this  univerfal  judgment  diminifh  the  per- 
fuafive  eloquence  of  its  terror.  At  vrhsLt 
period  focver  it  may  be  appointed  by  the 
wifdom  of  the  Supreme,  in  truths  my  Bre- 
thren, it  cannot  be  remote.  To  each  of  us 
the  Lord  4*  is  at  hand  ;  and  the  revolution 
of  a  few  feafons  will  bring  us  all  to  our 
account ! 

Whether  the  (bul,  ^in  a  ftate  of  fepara- 
tion  from  the  body,  retain  its  confciouf- 
nefs,  as  fome  paffages  in  the  Holy  Scrips 
tures  feem  to  demonftrate ;  or  whether  it 
fleep  till  it  be  awakened,  by  the  fummons 
of  the  Archangel,  the  eflPeft,  as  itrefpe6b 
us,  will  be  nearly  alike.  On  the  former 
fuppofition,  to  the  difembodied  foul,  fub- 
filling  in  a  new  mode  of  exiftence,  and 
not  calculating  duraticwi  by  the  meafures 
of  time,  a  thoufand^  or  ten  thoufand 
years,  will  probably  be  as  one  day;  and 
thM  day  aUb  will  be  coloured  with  the 
dark  or  bright  anticipation  of  the  final 

48  Phil.  iv.  5, 

fentence 
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fentence  with  which  it  is  to  conclude.— 
On  the  latter  fuppofition— in  the  deep 
flumber  of  the  grave,  duration,  not  mark- 
ed by  any  feries  of  ideas,  muft  neceffarily 
be  annihilated ;  the  eyes  which  clofed  on 
the  bed  of  ficknefs  will  immediately  open 
at  ihe  tribunal  of  Chrift :  and  the  day  of 
death,  and  that  o(  judgment,  though,  in 
the  interval,  the  earth  may  circle,  for  mil- 
lions of  ages  round  the  fun,  will  to  us  be 
identically  the  fame. 

-  0  conjider^this,  ye  «  that  forget  God; 
and  be  awakened  to  a  quick  fenfe  of  the 
danger  which  preffes  on  you  fo  clofely ! 
Call  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  -will  yet  hear 
you !  His  goodnefs Jiill  5*^  leadethyou  to  re-^ 
pentance;  turn  ye  unto  me,  faith  the  Lord 
of^"^  Hojlsj  and  I  will  yet  turn  unto  you! 

Let  us,  my  beloved,  who  have  not  been 
unmindful  of  our  God  —  in  confciou^ 
weaknefs  fupplicate  for  a  bleffing  on  our 
endeavours  to  climb,  with  regular  and  un- 
wearied foot,  the  fcale  of  Holinefs ;  till 

49  Pfalm  1.  22.  50  Rom.  ii.  4.  51  Zcch.  i.  3. 

we 
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we  reach  the  limit  of  cmr  mortal  toils?  if 
weeameftlyT^fioz^r  heavenly  Father, 
he  will  affuredly  difcover  himfelf  to  benear, 
and  will  grant  us  the  blefling  which  we  im- 
plore !  while  we  climb,  his  angels  will  de- 
fcend  5^  to  our  affiftance — and,  at  the  time 
ordained  hy  Him,  the  w  blessed  and 
ONLY  Potentate,  yielding  to  the  mter- 

.  ceflion  of  his  Son,  thefe  fpiritual  minify 
ters  will  raife  us  in  their  arm?  to  the  higher 
fteps  of  this  MYSTERipils  SCALE,  which, 
reaching  to  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  is 
bound  to  the  everlastii4g  Throne! 
there  "wejhall  tefi  forever  54  from  awr  lor 
hours !  And  there,  in  the  Society  of  the 
juft,  we  (hall  at  length  experience  in  our- 

-  felves,  and  behold  in  others,  that  I'ek** 
section,  which,  on  earth,  was 
the  remote,  but  glorious  and 
encouraging  object  of  our  inej- 

fECTUAL    pursuit! 

^  Gen*  xxviii.     63  r  Tim.  vi.  15.     54  Rcy.  xiv.  J34 


THE   END. 
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ERRATA. 

HKfiT.    LINE. 

3         5 — for  Nations  read  Nation. 

^       20 — for  as  well  as  the  jnfi  read  as  well  as  or 

ihtjvj. 
^o        6 — for  courfe  read  coatfe. 

26       1 1 — for  ht  was  no  more  read  he  was  TO  BE  fiO 
more. 

32         9 — for  under  read  Jrom, 

37         6 — for  have  love  to  one  another  read  have  A)id 
^/z<;  to  another. 

64  3 — dele  only. 

121  4  of  the  note — for  aj[li&i  read  affeSli* 

12^  ^ — iox  and  death  read  fl«i/  THE  ^/f^A, 

164  19 — for  wajl  read  xva/t. 

166  9^for  and  Jave  them  read  ^naf  to  y&t/^  ^/i^w. 

194  2 — dii^T  /pake  read  z£;;if7i,  and  after  Heaven 

dele  ; 

1 95  6 — for  ea  a  difcourfc  read  ta  a  FORMER  dif- 

courfe, 

201  the  laft — for  their  planets  read  the  planets 

203         7 — for  and  perpetuate  read  aadf  to  perpetuate. 

222       19 — for  ^A«V  underfianding  read  the  under ^ 
Jlanding. 
20 — ^for  /A^zr  wr/z<^  read  THE  virtue* 
C23       15 — dele  and 
s  24       1 3 — ^for  greatijl  read  great. 
236       11 — for  objeB  read  objed.5.. 
243       18 — for  M<f  zealous  read  this  zealous. 
1258       17 — for  nations  read  nation. 
260        7 — after  traced  for  »  fubflitute  . 

267       13 — ^iatx  Jilent  for  ,  fubflitute  •  and  after  man 
place  , 

^-jo       19 — for  of  other  nations  read   qf  thr  other 
nations. 

271       i§— for  Jin£^  re-obedience  read  Jincere  obedience* 

flRRATA* 
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273       1 6— for  Divine perfeSion  read  Dixnne  ptrjt&iojty ' 
'  goo        6 — after  iron  for  ,  fubfHtute  . 

8— after  Providence  for  .  put  » 
306       ij— for  contrqfted  rezd  oppofcd. 
J09       17— for  cAari(y  read  ckajlity. 
ojj         ^ — dele  io  him. 
312         4 — after  virtues  for  .  fubftitute  ; 
A  ig         3 — for  friends  read  Jiends. 
Ajro        7 — for  ^«^J  read  ijfue. 
•23       15 — 2iitr  Jornication  place  a  . 

17 — ^for  writ  read  nV^. 
344       16 — for  of  this  nature  read  ^  HI5  nature. 
34^       4 — after  perfcH  place  a  , 
3^8       7 — for  lend  read  ^^ tza?. 
3^  3       ^ — for  pagentry  read  pageantry. 
•66       7 — after  «a/ttr<r  place  a  . 

373  1 1 — for  folitude  read  folicitudt. 
•    thelaft — iox  follow  T^^A.  follows. 

374  14 — after  yrj7?2^  place  .  and  after  pleafure  dele  ; 
294     •   7 — iot  favour  XQ^i  flavour. 

402  1 1 — for  Meffiahs  read  Meffas. 

403  18— for  Meffiahs  read  Mefftas. 
408         1 — for  Meffiahs  read  Meffiah. 

440  10 — for  refpeBing  recompenfe  xt»A  refpeSing 

THE  recompenfe. 
'  i5-«-for  confder  the.  Gofpel  read  confider  the 
Apostle. 

441  16 — for  az/reri  read  r^z<:i. 
444       ^9 — ^^^  repeBs  read  rffpeBs. 

^^j       8 — for  Mzj  efficacious,  equally  read  this  ef5c;a- 

cious  equality. 
453         ^ — iox filial  viSory,  xt2A  final  viBory. 
477       1  jj — after  A^ari  place  a  .  and  after  wi  in  tBfc 

next  line  for  ;  fubftitute  , 

3624   6^ 
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